
Aligning Our Programming and Principles
It’s no secret, but perhaps some of you are unaware 
that a group of leaders from the church are traveling 
to Chicago over the 2nd weekend of February to do 
some research at a few churches. Craig and Bobbi 
Miller, Elizabeth Wickland, Gary Cook, Mandy, and 
I will be in Chicago from February 8-11, attending 
two churches and meeting with their leaders about 
what they do and why. This trip has only been 
conceived of for a few months, but it feels like it has 
been providentially assembling for years. 

You see, I love what we do at our Sunday morning 
worship gatherings. I love singing songs and hearing 
prayers and preaching a sermon. I’m comfortable 
with that model; it’s what I’ve known and loved since 
I was a young boy. And I happen to think we do that 
model of worship really well. 

But, I’ve simultaneously sensed, for a few years now, 
that the values and principles we hold most dearly at 
First Baptist Bozeman are not being completely lived 
out in our current worship style. We value the idea 
that we are a kingdom of priests, where everyone is 
seen as a pastor, yet our Sunday gatherings are 
mostly led by trained professionals. We value the 
experiential and participatory nature of being a 
church, yet our Sunday gatherings are mostly to be 
consumed by the congregation. We value the wisdom 
of all and the importance of thinking deeply and 
wondering about God and scripture together, yet 
most of our sermons are monologues, not dialogues. 
And most of all, we value being holistic, all-in 
disciples of Jesus, yet our worship gatherings don’t 
generally offer us the space to actually work through 
how we might better accomplish that goal. 

[As a quick aside: I have NO plans to change what 
we do on Sunday mornings anytime soon, if ever.] 

So, this imperfect alignment between our Sunday 
programming and our core principles, has me 
thinking and dreaming about ways that worship 
gatherings, in general, could be conducted 
differently to more fully promote our values. And 
turns out I’m not the only person who has been 
wondering these same things in our church. As I 
started to flesh out my ideas on this lack of congruity, 
I was met with “I’ve been thinking about that too.” 
When I said I’d been reading some books and had 
heard of a church doing an interesting experiment 
with worship, I was met with “I’ve heard of that too…
it sounds awesome.” And when I laid out a simple, 
preliminary vision of what a new, alternative, 
experiential, practice-based worship gathering might 
look like, I was met with curiosity, enthusiasm, and 
the desire to do some research and give it a shot. 

So, I’m not sure what we’re leaning into exactly—
hopefully this trip to Chicago will offer more clarity—
but I’m excited that our church is being led by folks 
who love the Lord, want to follow Jesus more closely, 
and are willing to try new things if it will help us be 
better disciples.  

[Again, please don’t freak out about new ideas. 
Nothing is changing on Sunday mornings. But please 
do be in prayer and openness about new 
opportunities to follow the way of Jesus through 
loving God, knowing each other, and serving the 
world.] 

Pastor Jason



Fitz and Mr. Wolf 
My daughter Abbey’s dog is dying. Her dog’s name is Fitz (after F. Scott 

Fitzgerald) and she is seven-years-old. According to the vet, Fitz has a relatively rare and aggressive 
type of cancer which is inoperable and does not respond to chemotherapy. She presented no signs 
or symptoms of illness until a lump recently appeared near the base of her neck. Now the vet gives 
her about a month to live. It all is so unexpectedly sudden. 
	 Abbey adopted Fitz as a puppy from the shelter in Spokane. She’s a German shepherd/heeler 
mix. Many things make Abbey’s relationship with Fitz special, but one of the most important is that 
Fitz was born on the same day that Abbey’s beloved Memaw Jackie died. Now she’s losing Fitz too. 
The hurt courses deep and wide. 
	 What can we do, what can we say, what can we hope for our beloved pets and our beloved 
selves in the valley of the death’s shadow? Is there animal hope as well as human hope? 
	 In his book, The Grace of Dogs, theologian Andrew Root relates a story of Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
when he was a pastoral intern in Barcelona in 1928. I can do no better than pass it along. 
	 One day, a ten-year-old boy came to see Bonhoeffer. Breaking down and crying, the boy 
explained that his beloved German shepherd, Mr. Wolf, had just died. The boy sobbed as he told 
the story, but soon his tears stopped and he asked Bonhoeffer, with deep intensity, “Tell me now, 
Herr Bonhoeffer, will I see Mr. Wolf again? He is surely in heaven?” 
	 	Bonhoeffer explained in a letter to a friend that he was dumbfounded. He didn’t know what to 
say. Never before had one of his astute professors or gifted fellow students made such an inquiry, a 
question that Bonhoeffer could see meant so much to this grieving boy. 
	 Bonhoeffer sat with the boy, feeling small next to his important question. Clearly Mr. Wolf had 
meant so much to the boy. The overly confident protégé, who had always been told he had a 
brilliant answer for every theological question, now sat humbled by the boy’s love for his dead dog. 
	 Finally, turning to the boy, Bonhoeffer said, “Well, we know you loved Mr. Wolf, and we know 
that God loves you. And we know that God loves all the animals. So, yes, yes, I think you will 
indeed see Mr. Wolf in heaven, for I believe that God loses nothing that God loves. 
	 God loses nothing that God loves. 
	 All who participate in the gift and grace of deep personal relatedness are never lost. God will 
never let them go; for this deep connection rooted in love does not disappear when a loved one 
dies. When Jesus on the cross entered death, he built from within it our relationship with God and 
with one another, a relationship rooted in a love that is eternal and over which death no longer 
holds any power. (pp. 137-139) 
	 For Mr. Wolf and his boy, for Fitz and Abbey, for you and for me, death holds no power because 
God loses nothing that God loves. We and all our beloved—people and animals—are not lost, but in 
God’s loving care forever. This, I think, is what we can hope in death’s shadowed valley. 

Cook’s Corner

Gary Cook



CHILDREN’S  
MINISTRIES

Mandy Bowker

Our Sunday School kids finished learning the 66 Books of the Bible 
and we are now starting a character study on the life of Joseph. 
Through songs, Bible Study, video clips, crafts, art, and memory 
verse work, our kids will learn that God is always with us. The 
theme of forgiveness, mercy, justice, and God’s plan will be evident 
as we engage with this timeless story. Stay tuned for a kids movie 
night in April where we will watch Joseph: King of Dreams. 

The Following Jesus stories in Godly Play this month will focus on 
Jesus’s teaching of Who is the Greatest, Raising of Lazarus, the 
Prodigal Son, and the Greatest Commandment. Our storytellers are 
fantastic at bringing these stories to life to our kids and this program 
continues to be a cornerstone in helping our kids to love and 
wonder about the stories in the Bible. 

We continue to search for a childcare worker to help with our littlest 
ones each Sunday, but Jason has received a number of resumes and 
we hope to have someone soon. Please keep praying for this 
important role at our church. 

Be in prayer about how you can be a part of our children ministry. 
We are always looking for doorkeepers, storytellers, Sunday 
School teachers and helpers, as well as snack donations. Mark your 
calendars for June 22-26 as we once again join the downtown 
churches for a fun and exciting week of Vacation Bible School. Talk 
with Mandy or Jason if you would like to volunteer or be a part of 
the planning committee. 

WHAT’S 
COMING 

THIS SEASON 
Children’s Ministry 
Our kids Sunday School 
class just finished a long 
series on the books of the 
Bible and now are 
embarking on a study of the 
character of Joseph. 

Small Groups 
Small Groups are back in full 
gear after a break for the 
holidays. They have been an 
awesome source of good 
conversation about Following 
King Jesus. Let us know if 
you’d like to join a group. 

Future Sermon Series 
Pastor Jason is preaching 
through the Lectionary up 
until Lent, and then plans to 
preach through the 
corresponding themes of our 
“Following King Jesus” study 
during the 6 Sundays of Lent.

   MANY THANKS! 
Dear Church Family, 

Mandy and I are SO grateful for your incredible generosity through the Christmas Bonus you 
collecting for us. We love serving alongside you all and feel so loved and supported in our 
ministry here. Thank you for taking care of us so well. We couldn’t be more grateful. 

	 	 	 Jason, Mandy, Zoe, and Peyton



The Leadership Team reviewed the First Baptist 
Church (FBC) financial report for December at our 
meeting on January 9, 2020. The Non-Designated 
General Fund balance was $105,388 as of 
12/31/19.  The Pledge & Plate giving for December 
was $7,845.25.  December expenses (General Fund 
+ Escrow Fund contribution) were $4,915 (no Senior 
Pastor). The December expenses including the 
Senior Pastor were $10,254. 

At the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, we 
collected a very generous Special Offering of 
$1,074.00 for the Bozeman Warming Center. There 
were 108 people in attendance at this lovely 
service. 

The FBC-American Baptist Foundation (ABF) 
Endowment Fund balance was $327,417 as of 
1/23/20. The Leadership Development Fund 
balance was $4,775 as of 1/23/20.  We withdrew 
$70,000 ($17,500 per quarter) from our FBC-ABF 
Endowment Fund in 2019 to help cover the costs of 
the Senior Pastor. Beginning in January of 2020, the 
Leadership Team felt we could reduce the 
withdrawal from the FBC-ABF Endowment Fund to 
$16,000 per quarter and still adequately cover the 
expense of the Senior Pastor. This will be a total 
withdrawal of $64,000 for 2020. 

The average monthly Pledge & Plate giving for 
2019 was $6,026. We have been working towards 
this average monthly Pledge & Plate giving goal of 
$6,000 for over four years now. This is certainly 
cause for celebration and gratitude for God's care 
as we continue to follow His guidance to be a 
blessing to our community and to steward our 
resources wisely to become a financially sustainable 
church. As our Pledge & Plate giving increases, we 
will move closer to not having to withdraw money 
from our FBC-ABF Endowment Fund. 

The First Baptist Church Annual Meeting and 
Potluck was held on Sunday, January 19, after the 
church service. The event was an opportunity to 
celebrate God’s work in our church over the last 
year. Brief ministry reports were given for Templed 
Hills, the Children’s Ministry, Youth Ministry, College 
Ministry, Family Promise, and Women’s Ministry. 
Pastor Jason outlined the vision and goals for 2020. 
These include: more involvement and leadership by 
ministry teams, new leadership team members, 
creation of a rule of life, a new worship opportunity, 
holistic discipleship, that we would be a church of 
faithful followers, and adding and serving as many 
new families as God has for us. The church 
unanimously voted to reinstate the current 
leadership team: Robin Moore, Gary Cook, Pastor 
Jason Bowker, Austin Beard, Carl Fahlstrom, 
Elizabeth Wickland, and Bobbi Miller. Copies of the 
FBC Annual Report can be found on the tables in 
the back of the sanctuary. 

Pastor Jason will be preaching from the 
Lectionary until Lent and plans to focus on lessons 
from Following King Jesus throughout Lent. The 
Lenten season begins with Ash Wednesday on 
February 26th. We will have a weekly Simple 
Supper followed by a time of devotion each 
Wednesday night throughout Lent.  

We appreciate your prayers and support.  
Please remember to pray for Pastor Jason and his 
family. Thank God for the many ways that He has 
blessed our community and continues to sustain us. 
Members of the leadership team will be traveling to 
Chicago for a continuing education trip February 
9-11. Please pray for God’s blessing over this trip. 
Pray that we will continue to be a church that loves 
God and loves each other well. If you have 
questions or concerns, please contact Pastor Jason 
or a member of the Leadership Team.  

Leadership Team Report
Bobbi Miller, Secretary // Robin Moore, Treasurer



Major Events  
in February  

Jason & Leaders in 
Chicago for Worship 

Research  
February 8-11 

Templed Hills Winter 
Camp 

February 14-17 

Lenten Supper + Ash 
Wednesday Service 

Wednesday, February 26 
@ 6pm

Playing board games
Grace & the Kids

THE Kids CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
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