A Good Reason for Increased Outreach
Recently, our culture has gotten a bad rap for its
indifference toward, and/or distain of, Christianity. We
hear this message often: that people distrust the church,
dislike Christians, and are decreasingly interested in
church attendance.
And to a certain extent that is true. We’ve distanced
ourselves from the cultural Christianity of the mid-20th
century, where to be American was to be Christian and
to be active in your community was to be active in
church. Americans no longer feel the pressure or desire
to attend church, and the statistics on church attendance
bear this out (especially in places like Bozeman and
Missoula). This indifference toward gathering for
worship, combined with an increasing number of
scheduled Sunday activities, have created a culture
where people have simply found different or better ways
to spend their time. Statistically, only 10-20% of the
Bozeman community is in church on a Sunday morning.
Some recent research, however, has shown that we
aren’t necessarily in a downward spiral toward the
death of Christianity. As reported by Relevant
Magazine, “a new study out of the U.K. suggests young
adults may actually be more interested in religion than
older generations.” According to the research, over half
of the 18- to 24-year-olds surveyed had a positive
experience with Christianity and about 41% of all
demographics expressed positivity about t heir
experience with the Christian faith.
Now, this doesn’t mean that church attendance is on the
rise, as a separate study recently found that 71% of
young people in the U.K. have no religion. “But it does
counter the idea that young people are antagonistic
toward religion or have no interest in talking about it. In

fact, the majority of 18- to 24-year-olds (62 percent) said
they were [even] comfortable talking about religion in
the workplace.” Since the U.K. is almost always about
10-20 years ahead of the U.S. in religious trends, I
would opine that this change in attitude toward religion
will be gradually crossing the sea in the coming years.

Which is great news! But also comes with
great responsibility.
As people of faith, we have an opportunity to engage
our culture with the good news of Jesus. The research
shows that they will be decreasingly disinterested in
Christianity, so we have the responsibility to be a
welcoming and hospitable presence of love and grace
for a world that, while increasingly interested in Jesus,
will still be skeptical of Christian religion.
And, as a church, we have an opportunity to become a
place of worship where people who are decreasingly
disinterested in Christianity will find meaning and
significance for their lives, and become increasingly
interested in church attendance.
In this next year, may we take the opportunities we are
given to engage our world with the good, beautiful, and
lovely news of a good, beautiful, and loving God. They
aren’t afraid of us. They don’t hate us. So, let’s not
cower in fear of engaging with our culture, and instead
move out toward the other with love, allowing that love
to cast out all fear. Let’s make 2019 the year where we
double-down on our efforts to reach out to our world
with love and be an inviting church.

Pastor Jason
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Hope, Peace, Joy, Love —
and Death

Yet in thy dark streets shineth // The everlasting light // The hopes and fears of all the years // Are met in thee tonight
Advent is the darkening season. From the first Sunday of Advent to the last, the world’s darkness grows longer and
stronger, darker and darker. In the grip of this darkening we preach hope, peace, joy, and love. We need to hear these
words of light, for the world—in all its ways—preaches darkness. But our words alone do not, cannot, hold the world’s
darkness at bay.
Here is what I mean. On December 21st, the day of the longest night of the year, Linnea, Jason, and I traveled to Billings
to grieve with the Gappa family over the accidental death of young Hunter. Twenty years old, and now dead. Such was
our darkest darkness on the day of the longest night of the year. That is what I mean when I say that Advent is the
darkening season. The things we need, the words we speak in the darkening—hope, joy, peace, love—the world conspires
to take from us. Darkness appears ascendant, overwhelming.
None of our sentimental, seasonal clichés—“Put Christ back into Xmas!” “Jesus is the reason for the season!”—suffice to
lighten the world’s darkness. They are boats too small to bear us to the light through the darkening storms of death and
loss and fear. Even our seasonal readings of the Christmas stories have sometimes become so rote that their message
fails to enlighten us anymore.
Yet in this darkening, in our despair, when our words fail us, The Word still comes to us. As light in the dark streets of the
little town of Bethlehem, The Word comes to us, and “the darkness has not over come it.” Christmas clichés betray this
Word. Our indolent readings of the Christmas stories betray The Word. We need words sufficient to The Word, radical
Christmas words which shock us and the world. We need words which reveal our predicament and the incarnate Word’s
mission, his reason for coming to us in our darkness and fear. Words such as “Since the children have flesh and
blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of
death—that is, the devil— and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.” (Heb. 2:14-15)
Words such as “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.” (1 John 3:8) These are not
our words. These are powerful words that we, on our own, could not conceive, just as Mary, on her own, could not
conceive the incarnate Word. These are powerful Advent and Christmas words of hope, peace, joy, and love, words
strong enough to speak at a funeral at the darkest time of the year.
As Linnea, Jason, and I made our way home from Hunter’s funeral, the sun disappeared about 4:30 in the afternoon.
The year’s longest night began. And I felt it enclosing me. Yet the sky didn’t darken. At first I thought it was just normal
twilight. But the glow continued beyond expected twilight time. The long dark was being held at bay. When we crossed
the Yellowstone and put the river on our right, I looked over my shoulder to the southeast and saw the reason: the
completely full moon had risen above the Yellowstone and was illuminating the Montana landscape. This was a rare
synchronous event—a full moon on the winter solstice—and it was beautiful. And poetic. The light of that moon
accompanied us all the way home that longest night, and on into the Christmas season, the season of light after the long
darkening of Advent.
In this new year, may the beautiful, radical, powerful, incarnate Word light your way in the world’s darkness just as that
rare full moon illumined our way home from Hunter’s funeral on the longest, darkest night of the year.

WHAT’S
COMING
THIS SPRING
Children’s Sunday School
Sunday School is on a brief
hiatus after a few months of
practicing for the Christmas
Program. They will continue with
Sunday School in the new year,
beginning again in January.

College Ministry
Praise God that we have
college students at our church!
They are meeting at Jason’s
house (1003 Mountain Ash) on
Tuesday nights at 6:30pm for
dinner and study.

Lenten Simple Suppers
Just a reminder that during Lent
(which begins on March 6), we
celebrate with 6 Wednesday
nights of Simple Suppers — a
time of food and a short
devotional thought.

Lenten Sermon Series
Jason is currently planning to
lead us through 7 weeks
unpacking and learning to
practice the Lord’s Prayer
during the season of Lent.

CHILDREN’S
MINISTRIES
Mandy Bowker
December was a great month of ministry for our kids! They were
incredible in their Christmas Program and then sang beautifully in
reprising one of those songs for the Christmas Eve Service.
And now, as we turn the calendar over to a new year, we are
excited to minister to our children again this year. Godly Play continues
to help our kids worship God, learn how to worship, and help them grow
in their faith. We are also looking forward to Children’s Sunday School
starting up again by the end of January.
Our childcare worker, Tiffany, took a few weeks off for the holidays,
but now is back and ministering to our youngest kids each week. Tiffany
is a treasure for our church and we are so lucky to have her.
Please keep our kids and teachers in your prayers as they participate
in this incredible ministry at our church.
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Leadership Team
Meeting Report
Robin Moore, Secretary/Treasurer
The Leadership Team did not meet in
December since there was no pressing
business on the agenda, and it was such a
busy month. Our next meeting will be on
Wednesday, January 9. The following is a
review of the First Baptist Church (FBC)
November f inancial repor t. The NonDesignated General Fund balance was
$93,753 as of 11/30/18. The Pledge & Plate
giving for November was $7,535. November
expenses (General Fund + Escrow Fund
contribution) were $2,411 (No Sr. Pastor). The
November Pledge & Plate giving covered
these monthly expenses. The November
expenses including the Sr. Pastor were $8,376.
Our December mission projects included
the Mitten Tree where we collected at least 75
pairs of mittens and gloves for preschool
children in the Head Start program. We also
participated in the Salvation Army's Angel
Tree program. Members of the congregation
provided gifts for a number of individual
children, as well as a small family which
included a grandmot her and her two
grandchildren. We were able to supply
Christmas gifts for each person in the family
and gift cards for gas and for food for a
Christmas dinner. It is always a joy to be able
to help other people in need and that is
especially true during the Christmas season.

FBC will be hosting Family Promise the
week of January 6-13. If you are interested in
helping with this worthwhile ministry for
homeless families, please speak with Grace
Holiday. There are numerous ways to help out.
The All-Church Potluck and Annual Meeting
will be held on Sunday, January 20, following
the worship service. Please bring a dish to
share and plan to attend this annual
celebration.
Remember to keep Pastor Jason and his
family, the church, and The Rock Youth Center
in your daily prayers. Pray that the Lord will
help to meet our needs and that we will be a
faithful church in all that we do. Ask God for
guidance and insight into what missional path
FBC should follow. Praise God for His many
blessings, which include the new friends who
have joined us on mission and who willingly
share their diverse gifts with the church and
the community. Also pray for your Leadership
Team as they seek God's wisdom and
guidance for FBC. If you have any questions or
comments, please feel free to speak with
Pastor Jason or members of the Leadership
Team. Leadership Team members are: Gary
Cook, Grace Holiday, Austin Beard, Robin
Moore, Carl Fahlstrom, and Bobbi Miller.

THANK YOU!!

The Bowker Family would like to thank you all SO
MUCH for your incredible generosity with our
Christmas Bonus. We love ministering with you and are
incredibly grateful to have you in our lives. Thank you
for being the best church we could ask for.
Jason, Mandy, Zoe, & Peyton

WOMEN’S
MINISTRIES
Pat Newby

Events This
Month
Jae Stockton
Preaching
Sunday, January 13

Potluck & Annual Mtg
Sunday, Jan. 20 after
Worship

Matt Lundgren
Preaching
Sunday, January 27

Upcoming
Mission Projects
Lenten Mission Project

Looking Forward to a Great Year!
The ABW Women met for a Planning Session on January 9.
We discussed our mission mission projects for the year, our
year end gifts, and the church cleaning tasks we need to
tackle. We would love to have you join us for this year’s
events, and welcome your new ideas and thought-provoking
suggestions for future ministry. Please join us in 2019 for a
great year of ministry.

Potluck & Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 20 after Worship
Please bring a dish to share and join us for our
Annual Meeting. We’ll celebrate the ministry from 2018
and look forward to another great year to come!

We still have to decide how
we want to spend our
missional energy during the
Lenten Season, but there
will certainly be a practical,
tangible, bodily way for
you to participate in this
significant season.

Love INC
We’ve been marginally
involved with the ministry of
Love INC for years, and
have recently talked about
what it would mean to be
more involved with them.
But expect to see even more
opportunities to love our
neighbors through the great
work being done in our
community by Love INC.

