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You Keep Using That Word…
There’s a word that is used over and over again
throughout the Bible that has also become incredibly
popular in our contemporary culture over the last decade.
It’s the word FOLLOW. The word follow is used over 250
times in scripture—and Jesus himself says the phrase
‘follow me’ twenty-one different times in the Gospels. And
it makes sense that the word ‘follow’ is used so frequently
in scripture, because following is central to a life with God.
The word follow has also become a regular part of
the contemporary lexicon through the advent of social
media. Facebook uses this word as the primary way to use
their product and network with others. You want to use
Facebook…you follow someone. To follow on Facebook
means you will receive regular updates about what
they are doing and what they choose to share with their
followers.
The irony of the Bible and Facebook using the same
word so often, however, is that when they each use the
word follow, they mean almost the exact opposite thing
as the other. As Bishop Curry so astutely pointed out in
his sermon during the Royal Wedding, social media is a
socially dysfunctional way to connect with each other. So,
when Facebook allows me to follow someone online, they
are only guaranteeing that I will know some information
about that person (whatever the person chooses to share).
But following someone on Facebook in no way guarantees
that I will actually be in relationship with that person. In
fact, research shows that a Facebook relationship may
actually stunt a relationship. Following, on Facebook, is

shallow, impersonal, and often fails to result in any actual
relationship.
To follow Jesus, however, is the exact opposite. To follow
Jesus means you have moved beyond a surface knowledge
of Jesus and entered into a deep, abiding, day-in-and-dayout commitment to walking the way and path of Jesus.
Following Jesus is costly and demands our dedication
and intentionality. Following Jesus means I will actually
know Jesus—in a deep and abiding way—and our actual
relationship will result in a change in lifestyle and behavior.
Where following someone on Facebook is superficial and
detached, following Jesus is profound and personal.
But the temptation is out there to follow Jesus in a
Facebook sort of way—to know a few things about him,
show up to church once in a while, and never allow his
radical message of love, inclusion, hospitality, and holistic
salvation to soak into our being and impact us at the core.
We can even attend church weekly while still not following
Jesus the way he invites us to.
But, while following Jesus is challenging and daunting,
it is a good and beautiful way to live and is worthy of
our efforts. May we be willing to take this challenge of
following Jesus—abandoning the easy, comfortable,
Facebook way of following—taking up our cross daily to
follow Jesus into lives of radical humility and sacrificial
love.
			
			

Grace and Peace,

				

Pastor Jason
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Children’s Ministry
- Mandy Bowker

The discipleship committee has been exploring
curriculum choices for a Sunday School program we
are planning to launch in September. We will begin
with Sunday School for ages 4-12 in one group, but
may need to create smaller groups by ages if there
is interest. Please talk with Mandy Bowker, Elizabeth
Wickland, or Nate Peterson if you would be willing to
serve as a Sunday School teacher for our children. We
are thrilled to have such a vibrant children’s ministry
program at FBC.

Children’s Church will continue
throughout the summer for
younger children. We will be
watching a series of DVDs called
“What’s in the Bible?” This fun
series will address questions about the books of the
Bible as well as link all the great stories of the Bible
together to reveal God’s great rescue plan. There
will also be an opportunity for children to memorize
scripture over the summer. There is a link on the
church website to download the verses as well as
printouts in the back of the sanctuary. Kids can recite
verses to Mandy Bowker, Bobbi Miller, or Elizabeth
Wickland and if they memorize all 10 by the end of
the summer, they can choose a special prize.

ABW Ministries
- Pat Newby
Wednesday June 6 ABW will
be meeting at the Senior Center
for lunch. Following this we will
participate in a Prayer Walk—
ONLY it will be a Prayer Drive
as we will be praying through neighborhoods in
our cars. We will be praying for residents, walkers,
businesses and those we see on side walks and roads.
Please join us for this special event. Husbands are
welcome!

VBS is happening June 18-22 from 8:45am-12:00pm
each day for children 4 years old through 6th grade.
We have 16 children from our church attending this
year. The theme is “Rolling Down the River” and
focuses on the river stories of Bible Characters like
Moses, Naaman, Paul, and Jesus. We are still in need
of a few more volunteers, so please consider donating
your time or money to this important ministry. Talk
to Mandy if you are interested.

June 8-10 will be our Women’s Retreat at Templed
Hills. Theme is ARMOR OF GOD. Come and join us
and learn how we can wear this armor! Please call
Mandy Bowker or Pat Newby if you’re interested!

On May 20th, we celebrated our teachers and
graduate of the Godly Play program. We have had a
wonderful year hearing the stories of God, wondering
about the mystery of Christ, and sharing in
community with each other. Special “thanks” to Sarah
Hale, Ashley Beck, Mandy Bowker, and Bobbi Miller
for serving our kids as storytellers this past year. We
are so appreciative of the many doorkeepers who
have served in Godly Play as well. We look forward
to involving more storytellers and doorkeepers as we
continue our Godly Play program for 2018-2019. Stay
tuned for a training session for new storytellers and
doorkeepers in August.

I’m so thankful for our wonderful dedicated women
who share their time, resources, prayers and selves in
helping our missions, missionaries and our church in
often unnoticed duties. Thank you dear friends!

June 10th will be Rachael Brinker’s last Sunday with
us and so we are beginning the search for a childcare
worker for our nursery. Please be in prayer that God
would send us the right person.
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Worthy Students

The biblical call was straightforward and unqualified:
Don’t forget the poor.

- Gary Cook

I always enjoy paging
through the Bozeman School
Foundation’s “Worthy Student
Scholarships” insert in the
Chronicle each spring. It’s
encouraging every year to see
how many of the recipients
have been regulars at The
Rock during their high school
careers.

Our motto at The Rock is also straightforward and
unqualified: “Love All. Serve All.” I think that’s a close
approximation of our biblical calling. We are not to
judge whether or not someone is worthy or deserving
of our love and service. Our calling is to love and serve.
Period. Because when it comes down to it, biblically
speaking, none of us are worthy or deserving in and of
ourselves, but all of us have been deemed worthy and
deserving of Christ’s love, mercy, and forgiveness by
the grace of God alone.

This year is no exception. Of the forty Worthy
Student Scholarship recipients for 2018, ten have
been, or still are, young people who visit us regularly
at The Rock. Many of the others come in occasionally.
Three of this year’s recipients are active participants
on our Baccalaureate planning team. And in addition,
two of the four Worthy Student Scholarship Alumni
Honorees are also Rock Alumni who came in regularly,
almost daily, throughout their high school years.

And because of that grace, and the call which
accompanies it, Paul can write, as he did to the
Ephesians, “I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg
you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love, making
every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace.” And that’s precisely what we try to
do at The Rock. We try to be worthy of our calling by
loving all and serving all without distinction.

All of these students have been encouraged by our
work of building relationships at The Rock. They
have been nurtured and loved and served by your
continuing support which enables us to “embody the
love of Jesus for the Bozeman High School community.”

So, kudos to the Bozeman School Foundation! And
congratulations to all the recipients of this year’s
Worthy Student Scholarships! We’ve loved having
you share your lives with us on your journey through
Bozeman High School.

But one little thing about this scholarship program
kind of bothers me. And I don’t mean by this in
anyway to disparage the work of the Bozeman School
Foundation or the accomplishments of the student
recipients of their scholarships. But the idea of
“worthiness” bothers me.
Years ago when I worked with Habitat for Humanity
in Salt Lake City, I recall having conversations with
people about building houses for the “deserving poor.”
I’m not sure what I meant by that, but I think I may
have thought that the “deserving poor” were hardworking folks who, for any number of good reasons,
just couldn’t get ahead. Evidently I felt that some
people deserved poverty while others didn’t. I don’t
know. Eventually I became convicted that when the
biblical authors wrote about God’s care for the poor
and God’s desire that we should care for the poor, they
never wrote of whether the poor deserved it or not.
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Leadership Team Meeting Report
- Robin Moore, Secretary

The
Leadership
Team
reviewed the First Baptist
Church (FBC) financial report
for April at our meeting on May
3. The Non-Designated General
Fund balance was $70,647 as
of 4/30/18. The Pledge & Plate
giving for April was $5,718 (not including the fifth
Sunday offering). April expenses (General Fund
+ Escrow Fund contribution) were $4,795 (No Sr.
Pastor). The April Pledge & Plate giving covered
these monthly expenses. The April expenses
including the Sr. Pastor were $10,675.
Our current ABC special offering is the One
Great Hour of Sharing Offering. We will continue
to collect for this offering through June. Donation
envelopes and informational material are available
on the table at the back of the sanctuary.
Our first quarter donation to ABC Mission
Northwest (formerly ABC Northwest Region)
of $375 was paid in May. Our $150 donation to
ABC International Ministries was designated to
Jae Stockton from Billings who is training for
missionary work in Mexico. The annual budgeted
donations to Templed Hills ($504), Love INC ($240),
and The Rock ($504) were also paid in May. These
donations were all paid from the Escrow Fund. We
have also collected $550 through May for The Rock
Special Offering.
Gary Cook reported that the exterior lights at The
Rock have been repaired and are now in working
order, and all of the inside lights have new bulbs.
Gary has been working with seven high school
seniors to plan the Bozeman High School (BHS)
Baccalaureate Service for Wednesday, 5/30, at
7:00 pm in the BHS South Gym. On May 3-4, The
Rock Youth Center participated in Give Big Gallatin
Valley, a 24-hour online giving event.
The Community Ministry Team has the summer
schedule planned for summer picnics and other
outdoor ministry events. There will be three picnics
at homes, one picnic at Bogert Park (8/15), and
two picnics on the church lawn during Downtown
events (6/28, Music on Main, and 8/1, Bite of
Bozeman). The Bowkers hosted the first picnic at
their new home on Sunday evening, 5/20. The next

picnic will be at the Wendell’s home on Wednesday,
6/13. Other scheduled outdoor ministry activities
include: 6/23 - Bird Walk, 7/24 - Family Bike Ride/
Bird Walk, and 9/29 - Boiling River & Elk Bugling.
Pastor Jason attended two conferences over the
past month or so. He attended the Big Sky Area
Celebration in Great Falls and enjoyed a fantastic
speaker who focused on “Helping Small Churches
to be Healthy Churches.” Pastor Jason found the
information to be encouraging and helpful. At the
beginning of May he attended the LLC Pastor Event
hosted by Rev. Charles Revis at Mission Northwest
headquarters in Post Falls, Idaho. This also proved
to be a worthwhile event.
A new sound system, which includes new speakers
and a new soundboard, is now in place in the
sanctuary. Adjustments are still being made as the
sound crew continues to fine tune the new system.
The Leadership Team discussed ways to best
utilize the church lawn over the summer. Possible
ideas include playground equipment and a picnic
table (maybe even a “Turquoise Table” for members
of the book group who are reading the book by that
name). Volunteer help is needed to keep the lawn
mowed this summer. A weekly sign-up sheet for
lawn mowing is at the back of the sanctuary. Work
in the garden is underway as the raised beds are
weeded and new soil is added in preparation for
planting soon.
A graduation reception is planned for Sunday after
worship, June 3, in the Fellowship Hall. This will be a
special time to honor our graduates and to celebrate
their accomplishments. Graduates are: Sophie
Hale (high school, Petra Academy), Mac Miller (high
school, Petra Academy), Shannon Saint (Bachelor
degree, MSU), and Ashley Beck (Ph.D., MSU).
Two ideas gleaned from the Mission Northwest
LLC Pastor Event which Pastor Jason presented
to the Leadership Team for pondering and
discussion were the Fresh Expressions approach
to church ministry and Dinner Church. The Fresh
Expressions movement addresses ways to engage
the community and people who would never come
to an existing church. It aims to cultivate new forms
of church, mainly for the benefit of those who are
not yet part of any church, alongside already existing
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congregations. It provides a new way for our small
church to think about outreach ministry by utilizing
our own “microcultures” (where we live, work, play,
go to school, volunteer, etc.) to develop relationships
with others that may result in a form of Christian
community within its own particular context.
Dinner Church could be a Fresh Expressions form
of Christian community by providing a meal at our
church, maybe on Saturday nights and perhaps in
partnership with another church, for underserved
folks within the community that could result
in new relationships and the experience of the
transformational love of Jesus.
Remember to keep Pastor Jason and his family,
the church, and The Rock Youth Center in your daily
prayers. Pray that the Lord will help to meet our needs
and that we will be a faithful church in all that we do.
Praise God for His many blessings, which include the
new friends who have joined us on mission and who
willingly share their diverse gifts with the church
and the community. Also pray for your Leadership
Team as they seek God’s wisdom and guidance for
FBC. If you have any questions or comments, please
feel free to speak with Pastor Jason or members of
the Leadership Team. Leadership Team members
are: Gary Cook, Grace Holiday, Austin Beard, Robin
Moore, Carl Fahlstrom, and Bobbi Miller.
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Summer Outreach
The past few summers we have really tried to expand
our outreach to the community through hosting half of
our summer picnics in parks around Bozeman. This has
been a fun and successful way to engage our neighbors,
but ministries can always be improved. So, this summer
we are planning to host one of these 3 community
picnics at a park and two of them on our church lawn.
The first picnic at the church is during the first Music on
Main event of the summer, while the second is during
the annual Bite of Bozeman event. We are hoping to
use our location to connect with people who might be
downtown for these events. Please plan to join us for
these fun picnics and outreach opportunities.

Summer Ministry Schedule
June 13 – Summer Picnic @ the
Wendell’s
(1400 Bozeman Trail Rd.)
June 18-22 – Downtown VBS
June 23 – Outdoor Ministry: Birding w/
the Moore’s
June 28 – Summer Picnic @ FBC
July 11 – Summer Picnic @ the Hart/
Rudberg’s
(1334 Pinnacle Star St.)
July 14 – Outdoor Ministry: Family Bike
Ride & Birding
August 1 – Summer Picnic @ FBC
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Worship Leaders; Pastor
Jason, Mandy, Zoe, &
Peyton

9:00am - Camp
Scholarship Fundraiser
Breakfast
10:30 - Worship

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

Joshua Risho

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
Graduation Reception

11

10

25

24

Homebound & Nursing
Home Members; Hallie,
Louis & Chris Kronebusch,
Linnea Skoog

18

17

7:00pm - Soundboard
Training Event

12:30pm - Mission Ministry 4
Team Meeting
7:00pm - Discipleship
Ministry Team Meeting

3

5

6

27

Leadership Team: Gary,
Grace, Austin, Robin, Carl, &
Bobbi, Ministry Teams

7

6pm - Summer Picnic
on FBC Lawn

Sally Hart

4:30 Cancer Prayer
Group

ABW & Women’s Ministries;
Family Promise; Cancer
Support Group

28

21

7am - Community
14
Ministry Team Meeting
4:30 Cancer Prayer Group

4:30 Cancer Prayer Group

Downtown Vacation Bible School

Craig Miller

20

6:00pm - Summer Picnic 13
at the Wendell’s

1:30pm - ABW Lunch at
Senior Center and Prayer
Drive

Daily Prayer Points

26

19

12

The Rock: Gary & Tammy
Cook, The Rock Board and
Volunteers

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

Ephie Risho

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study
2pm - Downtown VBS
Meeting

First Baptist Church

Charlotte Frantz

9am - Church Garden
Work

29

Community Groups; College
& Young Adult Ministries

Elizabeth Gourley

Hallie Kronebusch

22

15

16

9

2

Our Church: the future
mission & vision of FBC

Denotes Birthday

Denotes Anniversary

30

BIrding with the Moore’s 23

Maddie Miller

Templed Hills Women’s Camp

8

1
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