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A Summer Dedicated to our ‘Why’
For those in church on Sunday, May 21, you heard
me speak about an idea that has become incredibly
important to me over the last month or so: ‘Start
with Why.’ This concept comes from a TED Talk by
Simon Sinek, and essentially says that instead of
concentrating on what we do or how we do it, we
should focus on why we do what we do.
Why does our church exist? Why are we
Christians? Why should people join our church?
What is our primary motivation? What is our
mission? How does our mission
impact our programming?

As we explored on May 21, the answer to those
questions is central to our mission statement and
core values: we believe our lives will be transformed
as we follow the way of Jesus. Why do we do what
we do? Because the way of Jesus is profoundly and
profusely transformational. It changes everything.
It offers life and hope and depth and meaning. It is
the best possible way of living. Our task is to bear
witness to this new, alternative reality…but we
must do so in new, alternative ways.

To ‘start with why’ is to communicate the
transformational power of the way of Jesus,
rather than simply talking about what our church
does.
And the summer offers a myriad of ways
to communicate and bear witness to this
transformational
power.
Whether
through
individual conversations with people on our blocks,
meeting new people at our summer picnics in the
park, or sending a message to our community
through our new landscaping and outdoor signage,
the question remains: how will we communicate
why following Jesus matters. As we embark on the
summer season, may we be attuned to the people
God puts in our path and the opportunities we have
to articulate the transformational power of the way
of Jesus.
			

Grace and Peace,

			
				

Pastor Jason
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Children’s Ministry
- Mandy Bowker

Children’s Church will continue
throughout the summer for
children under the age of 6. We
will be watching a series of DVDs
focusing on the sixteen character
qualities of obedience, selfcontrol, goodness, faith, honesty,
responsibility,
thankfulness,
gentleness, sharing, kindness, politeness, joy,
confidence, love, patience, and peace. We are still
searching for a childcare worker for our nursery, so
please be in prayer that God would send us the right
person.
VBS is happening June 19-23 from 8:45am12:00pm each day for children 4 years old through 6th
grade. We have 11 children from our church attending
this year. The theme is “Hero Central” and focuses on
the stories of Bible Heroes like Samuel, David, Abigail,
and Jesus. Kids will discover the qualities that make us
truly heroic in God (heart, courage, wisdom, hope, and
power). We are still in need of a few more volunteers,
so please consider donating your time or money to
this important ministry.
There is a special Godly Play training on Sunday,
June 4th from 12pm-2pm at Petra Academy. Please
let Mandy know if you plan to attend. We are also
collecting donation materials – a list of needed items
can be found on the back table of the sanctuary. There
is also a list of stories to sponsor, so please consider
making a donation of time, talent or treasure to this
exciting next step in children’s ministry. If you are
interested in checking out the materials used for Godly
Play, you can visit https://www.worshipwoodworks.
com/.
On May 21st, we celebrated our teachers who have
so graciously attended to the little hearts and minds
that are learning God’s truth. Special “thanks” to Eva
Wendell, Sarah Flemming, Sarah Hale, Debra Gourley,
Patrick Flemming, Ashley Beck, Mandy Bowker, and
Bobbi Miller for serving our kids this past year. We
look forward to involving more storytellers and
doorkeepers as we develop our Godly Play program
for 2017-2018. Blessings!

Save the date!

2017 Summer Camps

June 9-10 - Women’s camp
July 11-15 - Junior Camp
July 17-22 - Junior High Camp
July 24-29 - Senior High Camp
August 3-6 - Voices in the Hills
September 1-4 - Family Camp

templedhillscamp.org

ABW Ministries
- Pat Newby
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Our last (scheduled) meeting
until next fall is Wednesday, June
7th for lunch at the Senior Center
and a meeting to follow.
Then we hope you’ll join us
for the ABWM Summer Retreat at Templed Hills!
The theme is The Beatitudes: Teachings by Missions
Leader, Chris Marziale. See www.thwomensretreat.
weebly.com for more information!
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The Rock Report
- Gary Cook

I remember a scene from Forrest
Gump. During a firefight in Vietnam,
Forrest’s best friend, Bubba, is
fatally wounded. As Forrest carries
his dying friend away from the
action, Bubba asks, “Forrest, why’d
this happen?” Forrest replies, “You
got shot.”
By now most of you will have
heard that June 16th will be the last
day Tammy and I are employed at
The Rock. Why’d this happen? We ran out of money. That’s
a Forrest Gump answer: accurate, but inadequate.
A more adequate answer is that I have failed to raise
the money needed to keep myself employed at The Rock.
Though even that answer is not sufficient to answer why this
happened, I’ll leave it there. This particular “why” question
is dangerous territory for me, fraught with temptations.
You may have also heard that I have been asked by Patti
Duckworth and the folks at First Baptist, Livingston to serve
as their part-time, interim pastor. I have agreed to do that.
My first Sunday with them will be June 4th. I do not know
how long I will need to serve as their interim minister. As
you well know, the process of calling a new pastor can take
awhile.
I’m sure you’ll have other questions about The Rock, so
Jason has suggested that we have a potluck lunch meeting
after the service on June 11th. I will be in Livingston that
morning, but I will head back to Bozeman as soon as I
can after the service there. Before I get back, Rock Board
members will be present to talk with you.
As we wrap up this school year, there are two important
events on the calendar. The Baccalaureate service occurred
on Wednesday, May 31, was well attended by the community,
and the students did a great job of leading their friends and
family in worship as they conclude their high school career.
And the Faculty/Staff Appreciation Lunch will be served at
The Rock on Friday, June 9th.
Back to Forrest Gump. The film version has famous
opening and closing scenes of a white feather being blown
about by the wind. In the opening scene the feather starts
high in the sky and lands at Forrest’s feet. He picks it up
and presses it in his Curious George book. What does the
feather represent? Theories abound. Chance. Fate. Perhaps
a little bit of both, as Forrest says at Jenny’s grave. I think
all of that plus this. In Peter’s first letter he exhorts his
readers to “put away all malice and all guile and insincerity
and envy and all slander.” A better description of Forrest
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Gump could not be written. In his simple, and by
the world’s standards, inadequate understanding,
Forrest moves through all the joys and sorrows,
gains and losses of his amazing life with not a trace
of malice, guile, insincerity, envy, or slander toward
anyone. I think that perhaps the feather fell from
the angel sent to guard the life of this child-man.
“At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying,
‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’ And
calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of
them, and said, ‘Truly, I say to you, unless you turn
and become like children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself
like this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven.’” (Matthew 18:1-4)

Church Landscaping Project Photos (more on page 5)
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Missions Announcement: We raised $2083 for Charity: Water!

A WORD ABOUT OUR SUMMER SCHEDULE
Summer Picnics:

Summer Picnics are held every other Wednesday night throughout the summer.
Half of them are held in parks around the city and are used as an outreach
opportunity to our community. The other half are hosted by members of our
church and are held at their home and/or in their back yards.
For the picnics in the parks, the church will provide the meat, buns, and paper
products and we would ask you to provide a side or dessert to share. For the
picnics in people’s homes, we ask that you bring whatever meat you want for
yourself (to grill at the host’s home) and a side/dessert to share.

We still have 2 dates available for hosting a picnic in your home (July 26 &
August 23), but please keep in mind that you may be hosting 40-50 people, so
only volunteer to host if you can accommodate that many people. Please talk
with Pastor Jason if you are interested in hosting one of these picnics.
The first picnic is on Wednesday, June 14 at 6pm at Bozeman Pond.

Outdoor Ministry:

As a church with lots of active members, we try to get out in creation together
during the summer. We often arrange activities like hiking, birding, camping,
and river floating. Please pick up a summer schedule in the back of the sanctuary
for already-scheduled dates and stay tuned for more information.
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Leadership Team Meeting Report
- Robin Moore, Secretary

The Leadership Team reviewed
the First Baptist Church (FBC)
financial report for April at our
May meeting. The Non-Designated
General Fund balance as of 4/30/17
was $77,438. The Pledge & Plate
giving for April was $5,035. April
expenses (General Fund + Escrow
Fund contribution) were $5,233 (No Sr. Pastor). We
were short $198 in covering our expenses with the
Pledge & Plate giving for the month. April expenses
including the Sr. Pastor were $10,566.
The total amount collected for Charity: Water, our
special offering collected during the Lenten season
and throughout April, was $2,083.10. Currently we
are collecting for the America for Christ Offering.
Envelopes and informational materials are available
on the back table in the sanctuary.
Building and maintenance issues discussed included
summer lawn care, landscaping the church grounds,
and installing the new church sign. There will be
a sign-up sheet in the sanctuary for volunteers to
mow the church yard this summer and The Rock
yard. Lawn maintenance services for The Rock have
been canceled due to the lack of funds. Through the
efforts of Eva Wendell and Sally Hart, a professional
landscaper began the landscaping of the church
grounds on May 23 with the help of volunteers from
the congregation. Craig Miller completed a lengthy
sign permit and submitted it to the City of Bozeman
in early May. The permit was approved, and the new
sign will be installed soon by a volunteer church crew.
Author Mark Scandrette is scheduled for a weekend
event at First Baptist Church on November 3-5,
following the fall Small Group Ministry’s study of his
material. The details still need to be worked out,
but a potential schedule would include a Saturday
workshop based on his parenting book, a public
lecture on Saturday evening, and presentation of the
sermon on Sunday morning.
The Children’s Ministry Team will be working on
the Montessori “Godly Play” curriculum materials
this summer, and the prep work is underway. They
are considering program possibilities for the 4th-5th
grade age group. Downtown VBS will be June 19-23.
First Baptist Church will be the center for snack time
downstairs and for drama upstairs.
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Remember to keep Pastor Jason and his family, the
church, and The Rock in your prayers daily as we all
work together to discern God’s will and direction for
FBC and The Rock. Pray that the Lord will help to meet
our needs and that we will be a faithful church in all
that we do. Also pray for your Leadership Team as
they seek God’s wisdom and guidance for FBC. If you
have any questions or comments, please feel free to
speak with Pastor Jason or members of the Leadership
Team. Leadership Team members are: Gary Cook,
Grace Holiday, Austin Beard, Robin Moore, and Carl
Fahlstrom.
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Ephie Risho

Worship Leaders; Pastor
Jason, Mandy, Zoe, &
Peyton

9:00 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
Ephie Risho Preaching

25

Homebound & Nursing
Home Members; Hallie,
Louis & Chris Kronebusch

26

19

18

9:00 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

Moore

12

11

5

9:00 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
Potluck and All-Church
Meeting

9:00 - Adult & Youth
4
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
12pm - Godly Play Training

Denotes Birthday

Denotes Anniversary
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6pm - Summer Picnic at
The Newby’s

Downtown VBS

Sally Hart

Kistler

7am - Leadership Team

6pm - Summer Picnic
at Bozeman Pond

28

21

14

Family Promise at FBC

Ellie Bowles

7am - Leadership Team
7
1pm - ABW Lunch at Senior
Center and Meeting

Leadership Team: Gary,
Grace, Austin, Robin, & Carl

29

22

15

8

1

ABW & Women’s Ministries;
Family Promise; Cancer
Support Group

Elizabeth Gourley

Gourley

5pm - Cancer Group

Hallie Kronebusch

5pm - Cancer Group

5pm - Cancer Group

5pm - Cancer Group

5pm - Cancer Group

Daily Prayer Points

27

20

13

The Rock: Gary & Tammy
Cook, Alison Curry, John
Kawalski

No Bible Study

Craig Miller

9:30am All Church
Bible Study

Erika Evert

9:30am All Church
Bible Study

9:30am All Church
Bible Study

First Baptist Church

Maddi Miller

23

16

Community Groups; College
& Young Adult Ministries

30

Pastor Jason on Vacation

Welch

9
Joshua Risho

10
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Our Church: the future
mission & vision of FBC

Miller

Outdoor Ministry:
Mt. Washburn Hike

24

Outdoor Ministry:
17
Birding with the Moores

Templed Hills Women’s Retreat

Charlotte Frantz

Gordon

2

June 2017

