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Adjusting Expectations…Redefining Success
A few weeks ago, we had a spectacular event on the
schedule: a summer picnic on the church lawn during
Music on Main. New picnic tables had been built, the
church lawn had been mowed, and the bouncy houses
were ready for inflation. The Otter Pops were frozen, the
bottled water was chilled, and the bubbles and sidewalk
chalk were ready to entertain. We were ready to connect
with our community. We were poised for successful
ministry!
And then came a few raindrops. And then some thunder
and lightning. And before you knew it, buckets of rain
were plummeting from the sky. All our plans had been
thwarted!
We proceeded to eat a great meal together in the church
basement and at about the time the meal was over the
sun reemerged and we all moved outside to enjoy the
inflatables and lawn games together. Despite the rain
changing our plans, we still had a fantastic evening of
food, fun, and fellowship together.
But as the night came to an end, the final supplies were
cleaned up, and I was one my way home, I couldn’t help but
lament about the storm affecting the outcome of our picnic.
We had planned this event, on this night, at this location
specifically to connect with our broader community. And
now I was heading home without having talked with
anyone outside our church. Kind of disappointing.

But the night was not a failure.
It had been a fantastic time together. We had eaten
incredible food that people had worked really hard
to prepare. The kids had a ton of fun with each other,
bouncing and laughing all night on the inflatables. And we
had lots of fun connecting with each other and building
deeper community within our church family.
The night was not a failure. It was just different than I
expected. I had an idea in my mind of what a successful
night would look like, so when that mental picture did
not unfold, I was left feeling disappointed. Like so often
happens, life had taken a twist and altered our plans.
So, what I really needed was the flexibility to shift my
definition of success on the fly. And that’s true for all of us,
all the time. Things don’t go the way we expected and we
feel like failures. But maybe we need to practice finding
the good in each situation. Maybe we need to adjust our
idea of success and not feel devastated if perfection is
not reached. Maybe we need to offer ourselves grace and
forgiveness when things don’t go the way we hoped they
would.
			
			

Grace and Peace,

				

Pastor Jason
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The Bible in the News and
the News in the Bible

In Romans 13, Paul did not write “obey the laws of
the government.” Instead Paul wrote, “Let every soul
be subject unto the higher powers.” (As translated in
a most exact, economic, and elegant way in the King
James Version.) Paul did not write “obey.” He wrote
“be subject.” Paul did not write about obeying laws of
the government in verses 1-7. Instead he wrote about
doing good and not doing evil, or doing right and not
doing wrong, depending upon the translation.
Here’s the gist. Sometimes doing good will put you in
conflict with the laws of the government. Sometimes
obeying the laws of the government will require you
to do evil. And to refuse to do the evil required by law,
or to do the good in defiance of the law, will put you in
conflict with the government. In those cases, do good,
even if it means disobeying the laws of the government.
And then, Paul said, be subject to the powers and
accept the consequences of your disobedience, even if
that means imprisonment, as it often did for Paul.
We can say this with confidence because Paul did
write about the law in Romans 13, but not about
obeying the law of the government. He wrote about
fulfilling God’s law:
“… love one another, for whoever loves others has
fulfilled the law. The commandments … are summed
up in this one command: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’ Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore
love is the fulfillment of the law.” (13:8-10)
Paul’s “clear and wise command” in Romans 13 is to
fulfill God’s law to love your neighbor as yourself, even
if to do so means to disobey the laws of government.
The difference between what the Apostle Paul wrote
and what Attorney General Sessions cited is not trivial.
Perhaps, like my misquoting of Barth, he did not know
better. Perhaps he believed what he had heard and
didn’t take the time to check the text. Regardless,
he incorrectly cited Romans 13 to provide a biblical
rationalization or justification for an inhospitable
(12:13) and unloving (13:10) policy that does harm to
neighbors. (13:10)
No matter how the bible is in the news, we need to
remain focused on the news in the bible. The news in
the bible is that we have been freed by Jesus to love the
Lord our God with all our hearts, souls, and minds, and
we have been commanded—by the God who loved us
even when we were enemies—to love our neighbors
as ourselves, and by doing so, to fulfill the law. That’s
the news in the bible.

- Gary Cook

Over the years many of you
have heard me cite this Karl
Barth quote: “Christians should
study with the bible on one
knee and the newspaper on the
other.” I know I read that quote
somewhere, and I’m positive it
was attributed to Barth. Upon
investigation, however, there
is no evidence that Barth said
those exact words, though he did say something similar.
Late in life he recalled that as a young professor he had
advised his theology students “to take your Bible and
take your newspaper, and read both. But interpret the
newspaper from your Bible!”
All this time I have been quoting what I thought
Barth said rather than what he actually said. The
difference between the two may seem trivial, but it is
not. In the misquote, the bible and the newspaper are
granted equal authority: knee-to-knee, so to speak.
Barth’s actual quote asserts that scripture is the lens
through which we are to view the news, and not vice
versa. Scripture is the primary interpreter of the news;
the newspaper is subordinate to the bible.
I thought of this when I read the news that, in
a speech to law enforcement officers on June 14,
Attorney General Jeff Sessions cited Romans 13 to
claim biblical support for zero tolerance immigration
policies, including the Trump administration’s forced
separation of immigrant families accused of illegal
entry into the United States across our southern
border.
“Illegal entry into the United States is a crime—as
it should be,” Sessions said. “Persons who violate the
law of our nation are subject to prosecution. I would
cite you to [sic] the Apostle Paul and his clear and
wise command in Romans 13, to obey the laws of the
government because God has ordained them for the
purpose of order.”
If we follow Barth’s advice to “interpret the
newspaper from your Bible,”—and I think we should—
how do we interpret Sessions’s use of scripture in the
news?
At the very least we must ask if Sessions accurately
quoted Romans 13. If we examine the chapter we find
several discrepancies between what Paul wrote and
what Sessions said. For this essay, let’s focus on one:
“obey the laws of the government.”
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Leadership Team Meeting Report
- Robin Moore, Secretary

The
Leadership
Team
reviewed the First Baptist
Church (FBC) financial report
for May at our meeting on May
31. The Non-Designated General
Fund balance was $83,299 as of
5/31/18. The Pledge & Plate
giving for May was $5,604 (including the April fifth
Sunday offering). May expenses (General Fund
+ Escrow Fund contribution) were $4,995 (No Sr.
Pastor). The May Pledge & Plate giving covered
these monthly expenses. The May expenses
including the Sr. Pastor were $11,219.
The Children’s Ministry Team has the summer
planned for Children’s Church with teachers
scheduled and a video series selected. They will be
taking a break from Godly Play for the summer. Our
wonderful Child Care Worker, Rachael Brinker’s, last
Sunday was June 10. We will miss Rachael, and we
pray the best for her and her family as they move to
Oregon. However, we have been blessed to add Ali
Fetveit to our Children’s Ministry program as our
new Child Care Worker. Ali is a student at MSU who
is majoring in Early Elementary Education. Her
first Sunday was June 17. Be sure to take a moment
to meet Ali and welcome her to FBC.
The Discipleship Ministry Team is planning to
start a children’s Sunday school program in the
fall for the elementary-aged kids (one class). They
are discussing curriculum options and seeking
teachers. The Jr. and Sr. High kids will continue to
meet together in the fall.
The Community Ministry Team has plans in place
for a variety of summer activities. A summer picnic
was held at the Wendell’s home on June 13 which
was well attended and enjoyed by all. The next
picnic was held at the church on the same evening
as “Music on Main,” June 28. It was planned to
be held on the church lawn as an outreach to the
community. However, a heavy thunderstorm forced
the festivities into the church fellowship hall where
a group of 40 people enjoyed delicious pulled
pork sandwiches (thanks to Carl Fahlstrom & the
Newbys) and lively conversation. The sun came out
by 6:45 pm, and the group was able to reconvene
outside for bouncy houses and lawn games. The

next picnic will be hosted by Sally Hart and Don
Rudberg at their home on Wednesday, July 11, at
6:00 pm.
On June 23, Sarah and Kevin Hale and Jennie
Luebeck joined Bob and Robin Moore for an
enjoyable morning of birdwatching at the Cherry
River Fishing Access. The next Outdoor Ministry
activity, Family Bike Ride & Birding, is scheduled for
Saturday, July 14.
A graduation reception was held after worship on
June 3 to honor our graduates and celebrate their
accomplishments. Our high school graduates were
Sophie Hale and Mac Miller, college graduate was
Shannon Saint, and Ph.D. recipient was Ashley Beck.
A fun and successful week of community Vacation
Bible School (VBS) was held from June 18-22 for
children four years old through 6th grade. We had
16 children from FBC attending this year. The theme
was “Rolling Down the River,” featuring river stories
from the Bible. Our church fellowship hall was used
to serve the daily snack, and the sanctuary stage was
the center for drama practice. Thank you to Mandy
Bowker, our VBS coordinator, Pat Newby and Agnes
Chamberlain who served snacks daily, Pastor Jason
as “River Randy,” and all of the others who were
involved in making this such a fantastic week.
Templed Hills Summer Camp programs are
underway. All of the kids’ camps are scheduled
during the month of July. Camp brochures and
registration forms are available on the table at the
back of the sanctuary. Gary Cook and Pastor Jason
will be leading the Sr. High Camp on July 23-28. FBC
wants to encourage all interested kids to attend a
Templed Hills camp session and will pay for half of
the camp registration fee. On June 24, a Templed
Hills Camp Scholarship Pancake Breakfast was
held to raise funds to support camp scholarships.
We raised $688 towards the $1,000 goal. If you
would like to donate towards this worthwhile
cause, please speak with Robin Moore or put your
donation in the offering plate and designate it for
“Camp Scholarships.” Many thanks to Paul and Pat
Newby, Ed Schmitt, Chris Miller, and all those who
helped to put on this successful event. Please speak
to Pastor Jason if you have questions about Templed
Hills Summer Camp. Remember, too, that Family
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Camp is coming up over Labor Day weekend, August
31-September 3.
Remember to keep Pastor Jason and his family,
the church, and The Rock Youth Center in your daily
prayers. Pray that the Lord will help to meet our needs
and that we will be a faithful church in all that we do.
Praise God for His many blessings, which include the
new friends who have joined us on mission and who
willingly share their diverse gifts with the church
and the community. Also pray for your Leadership
Team as they seek God’s wisdom and guidance for
FBC. If you have any questions or comments, please
feel free to speak with Pastor Jason or members of
the Leadership Team. Leadership Team members
are: Gary Cook, Grace Holiday, Austin Beard, Robin
Moore, Carl Fahlstrom, and Bobbi Miller.

ABW Ministries
- Pat Newby
WEDDING SHOWER!
How exciting! A POTLUCK/
SHOWER EVENT here at the
Church! We are celebrating the
upcoming wedding of AGNES
HALE AND CHRISTOPHER MILLER with a WEDDING
Shower Sun. July 15, 2018 following our Worship
Service. Pease come and join us to honor this young
couple as they seek to begin a life together in our
church. Because Chris is a chef, he does have some
kitchen utensils but they do need EVERYTHING.
They are registered on the Web at www.zola.com/
wedding/agnesandchristopher/registry. Let’s make
this a special day for this couple.

Summer Ministry Schedule
July 11 – Summer Picnic @ the Hart/
Rudberg’s
(1334 Pinnacle Star St.)
July 14 – Outdoor Ministry: Family Bike
Ride & Birding
August 1 – Summer Picnic @ FBC

4

Worship Leaders; Pastor
Jason, Mandy, Zoe, &
Peyton

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
Ephie is Preaching

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

30

29

Homebound & Nursing
Home Members; Hallie,
Louis & Chris Kronebusch,
Linnea Skoog

23

Sunny Dulin
Claire Abrams

22

9:15 - Adult & Youth
15
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
Potluck and Wedding Shower
after Worship

Jackson Wendell

16

9

8

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

2

9:15 - Adult & Youth
1
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
4:15pm - Sobek and Neyer
Wedding

24

17

10

3

The Rock: Gary & Tammy
Cook, The Rock Board and
Volunteers

5

Skoog

4:30 Cancer Prayer
Group

Templed Hills Senior High Camp

25

Leadership Team: Gary,
Grace, Austin, Robin, Carl, &
Bobbi, Ministry Teams

ABW & Women’s Ministries;
Family Promise; Cancer
Support Group

26

7am - Community
19
Ministry Team Meeting
4:30 Cancer Prayer Group

Templed Hills Junior High Camp

18

Templed Hills Junior Camp

6:00pm - Summer Picnic 11 4:30 Cancer Prayer
12
Group
at Don & Sally’s
6:30pm - Leadership Team
Meeting

4

Daily Prayer Points

9:30am - NO Bible Study 31

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

Cok

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

First Baptist Church

Community Groups; College
& Young Adult Ministries

27

20

13

6

Our Church: the future
mission & vision of FBC

Denotes Birthday

Denotes Anniversary

Agnes Hale

28

21

14

7
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