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Confidence in Being Gone
To give you a little context, I’m writing this Link
article while sitting at a Taco Bell in Bismarck, North
Dakota. The last week of my life has involved 1,340
miles of driving, hotel stays, camping with family,
the zoo with friends, an overnight stay with my best
man, and WAY too much fast food!
If you haven’t caught on yet, I’m on vacation, which
is not something I’ve done much of lately.
Life has been sort of crazy and busy lately and
I have not done a good job of slowing down,
taking a break, and recharging my battery. I have
simply pushed through the busyness, ignored the
exhaustion, and kept my nose to the grindstone –
which is a terrible example to set for you or anyone,
including my kids.
So, this 10-day break from the normal has been
desperately needed and incredibly helpful for my
soul. While I brought my laptop with me, writing
this article is actually the first time it has been
used during this entire trip. How refreshing. Such a
needed and enjoyable time of Sabbath rest.
The main thing that keeps coming to my mind,
however, is gratitude. As I think about our church,

there is so much for which I am grateful. I’m
grateful that you all love me and my family and have
afforded us this opportunity to get away and take
a little break from reality. But more than anything,
I’m grateful that when I do leave town, I don’t have
to worry about what’s happening with our church
back home. Friends and family keep asking me
about whether it is hard to find people to fill in for
me while I am gone, and it is with great joy that I
can confidently declare ‘no.’
I’m grateful that I can be totally confident in your
ability to carry on without me. I’m grateful to know
that our church picnic was a great success despite
my absence. I’m grateful to know that the worship
and preaching on Sunday were fantastic and that
ministry does not stop while I am gone.
So, thank you for your competence, skill, and
willingness to serve and pitch in while I have been
resting, recouping energy, and recharging my heart,
mind, and soul. I’m so grateful that I could leave
town and not have to invest any energy in worrying
about what was happening back home. Thank you
for that gift!
			

Grace and Peace,

			
				

Pastor Jason
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Children’s Ministry

ABW Ministries

We had a great week at Vacation
Bible School last month! There
were over 150 kids in attendance
with 11 from FBC. The children
learned that God’s Heroes have
Heart, Courage, Wisdom, Hope and
Power. Our theme verse was “Do
good, seek peace, and go after it”
Psalm 34:14. Thank you to everyone who volunteered
his or her time and resources to help make our VBS
week successful!

Nothing to report for the
Women’s Ministry, however,
would love to extend an invitation
to all!

- Mandy Bowker

- Pat Newby

50th Wedding Anniversary

You are invited to celebrate with Paul and Pat Newby
their 50th Wedding Anniversary
Sunday, July 30 at 2:00 in FBC Fellowship Hall. We
are honoring our Father for his faithfulness to us
throughout 50 years of life and love. Please join us.

Vacation Bible School

Children’s Church will continue throughout the
summer for children under the age of 6. We are
watching a series of DVDs focusing on sixteen
character qualities: obedience, self-control, goodness,
faith, honesty, responsibility, thankfulness, gentleness,
sharing, kindness, politeness, joy, confidence, love,
patience, and peace. We are still searching for a
childcare worker for our nursery, so please be in
prayer that God would send us the right person.

Pastor
Jason as
Captain
Clumsy

We are also collecting donation materials for Godly
Play and will continue to post needed items at the
back of the sanctuary. There is also a list of stories
to sponsor, so please consider making a donation of
time, talent or treasure to this exciting next step in
children’s ministry. We will be having a “work day” on
Saturday, July 8th from 9am-12pm to begin prepping
materials for Godly Play, so please consider joining us
for all or part of that time. There will be another “work
day” in August. If you are interested in checking out
the materials used for Godly Play, you can visit https://
www.worshipwoodworks.com/.
Children’s ministry is also accepting donations for
snack time on Sunday mornings. Feel free to bring
fruits and veggies, organic fruit snacks, crackers,
cheese sticks, popcorn, pretzels, or other snacks.
Snack donations can be put in the kitchen, but please
let Mandy know it is for children’s ministry.
Blessings!

Our Preschool/Kindergarten Class
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SUMMER SCHEDULE

The Rock Report
- Gary Cook

Summer Picnics:

Though my paid employment
at The Rock has ended, most
days over the past two weeks
I’ve still gone to The Rock. Habit,
I suppose. But there are still
tasks to be done and no one else
to do them. So I walk around
and check things to make sure
nothing is leaking or broken.
Tammy and I button up the
kitchen and storage room for the summer. I go up to the
office and do a few little things: make sure bills are paid,
check e-mail, return phone calls if needed, monitor the
bank account. I check outside to make sure the lawn is
mowed. I check the mailbox.

Summer Picnics are held every other
Wednesday night throughout the summer.
Half of them are held in parks around the city
and are used as an outreach opportunity to
our community. The other half are hosted by
members of our church and are held at their
home and/or in their back yards.
For the picnics in the parks, the church will
provide the meat, buns, and paper products
and we would ask you to provide a side or
dessert to share. For the picnics in people’s
homes, we ask that you bring whatever meat
you want for yourself (to grill at the host’s
home) and a side/dessert to share.

Two important words in that last sentence: mailbox
and check. And this week when I checked the mailbox,
there was a check in the mailbox. It was from the
Gilhousen Family Foundation, and it came with a
promise of additional matching grant money.

We still have 2 dates available for hosting a
picnic in your home (July 26 & August 23), but
please keep in mind that you may be hosting
40-50 people, so only volunteer to host if you
can accommodate that many people. Please
talk with Pastor Jason if you are interested in
hosting one of these picnics.

Now it’s up to the Rock Board of Directors to determine
exactly how to use the Gilhousen grant along with other
smaller grants and donations we have received. And
though my role is uncertain, one thing seems certain:
The Rock will continue to serve the Bozeman High
School community through the 2017-18 school year.

Outdoor Ministry:

On a more personal note, I miss seeing all of you each
week. I do feel my work as interim pastor at First Baptist
Church in Livingston is going well. They, like you, are
very appreciative people who have so far endured my
rambling storytelling and sometimes unconventional
methods with grace and peace. I am grateful for the
opportunity to serve.

As a church with lots of active members, we
try to get out in creation together during
the summer. We often arrange activities like
hiking, birding, camping, and river floating.
Please pick up a summer schedule in the back
of the sanctuary for already-scheduled dates
and stay tuned for more information.

We know you are praying for us. We feel it. We
appreciate you and all your care and affection for
us, now and over the years. Know that you are in our
prayers as well, friends.
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The Baptist Calling: Striving for Human Equality (Part 4 of a Series)
- Bruce T. Gourley [www.brucegourley.com]
stated in the 1776 Declaration of Independence.
Although the United States Constitution limited functional
equality to land-owning white males, the founding of
America on the theoretical principle of human equality
created a lofty expectation that future generations slowly
but steadily fulfilled. The phrase “human equality” began
appearing in English volumes around the turn of the 19th
century. The term’s popularly spiked during periods of time
when human equality expanded: the Civil War that ended
black slavery (1860-1865), the pinnacle of the women’s
suffrage movement (1917-1921), the early civil rights years
(1950-1955), the women’s rights movement (1970s), and
the early years of the gay right’s movement (1990s).
Leading advocates for human freedom in the 17th and
18th centuries, Baptists thereafter fractured over issues
of racial (19th century) and gender (early 20th century)
equality, fissures which have yet to be fully resolved.
The civil rights era in America revealed that many white
(and especially southern) Baptists a century after black
Emancipation remained opposed to granting equality to
African Americans. In the late 20th century black Baptists,
through tremendous sacrifice and persecution, led many
of their white counterparts to reluctantly embrace racial
equality. Meanwhile, gender equality within some Baptist
groups gradually advanced. In the 21st century thus far
some Baptist groups have moved toward equality of sexual
orientation, a position that persons under the age of 40,
regardless of theological convictions, embrace to a much
greater degree than older Baptists.
In short, the story of the march of human equality has
been anything but random. It has been fueled to a significant
degree by early Baptist’s biblical conviction that human
beings, as the creation of God, are inherently equal. Even so,
Baptists’ forward march for human equality has often been
uneven because of ongoing conflict concerning the extent of
the definition of “equality.”
Understandings of human equality have come a long ways
since Genesis, and have far yet to travel. Many Christians in
practice fail to view all persons equally as God’s creation,
leaving to non-Christians the task of advancing human
equality. The manner in which today’s Baptists navigate the
present path of human equality may be critical for the future
vitality of the people called Baptists.

The late Stephen Jay Gould,
influential American paleontologist
and evolutionary biologist argued
that human equality emerged as a
byproduct of human history that
did not have to be, but rather “it just
worked out that way” over a long
period of time.
Religiously, from the beginning the
monotheistic creation narratives of Judaism / Christianity
and Islam offer hints of gender equality. In the Genesis
account, God creates earthlings out of earth and makes them
male and female in His own image, similar to the creation
story of Al-Hujurat 49:13 of Quran. Yet in both the Old
Testament and the Quran males dominate females, tribalism
separates people groups, class divisions starkly separate
citizens, lepers are quarantined outside city gates, and even
worship is segregated.
Robert Wright–who was raised in Oklahoma in a Baptist
family and studied sociobiology at Princeton, where he now
teaches religion and science–in The Evolution of God argues
that Jesus’ teachings and his followers created a faith that
transcended tribalism and other artificial human differences
and steered the world down a slow but thus far incomplete
path toward harmony, inclusiveness, and compassion.
In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul in Galatians
3:28 offers a forward-looking glimpse of human harmony
founded upon equality that transcends religious creeds,
ethnicity, socio-economic status, gender and geographical
boundaries: “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave
nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in
Christ Jesus” (NIV).
Yet some fifteen hundred-plus years passed before the
stream that would become human equality swelled upward
in tandem with the maturing of representative democracy
and the birth of Baptists in the 17th century. The earliest
Baptists adopted the Reformation principle of the priesthood
of all believers (spiritual equality among the faithful) to
which they added freedom of conscience for all persons
(in effect, an equality of the human soul that transcended
religion and was based on the biblical conviction of all of
humanity as God’s creation).
Late 17th century English philosopher John Locke,
influenced by Baptists and the Bible, followed Baptists in
advocating freedom of conscience on the basis of human
equality. From the Baptist-influenced Locke and other
Enlightenment thinkers emerged the declaration that, in the
words of Thomas Jefferson, “all men are created equal,” as

Bruce is executive director of the Baptist History and Heritage
Society (baptisthistory.org), a non-profit organization devoted to
the communication of Baptist principles and identity.
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Leadership Team Meeting Report
- Robin Moore, Secretary

At our meeting on June 7,
the Leadership Team reviewed
the First Baptist Church (FBC)
financial report for May. The NonDesignated General Fund balance
as of 5/31/17 was $69,152. The
Pledge & Plate giving for May was
$4,942. May expenses (General
Fund + Escrow Fund contribution) were $6,005 (No
Sr. Pastor). We were short $1,063 in covering our
expenses with the Pledge & Plate giving for the month.
May expenses including the Sr. Pastor were $12,299.
We have collected $250 so far for the Godly Play
curriculum materials which the Children’s Ministry
Team wants to purchase for the fall children’s program.
They hope to collect and make most of the remaining
materials themselves over the summer.
We collected $70 for the America for Christ offering
through June. The next ABC offering is One Great
Hour of Sharing, beginning on July 2. Envelopes and
informational materials are available on the back table
in the sanctuary.
Downtown VBS was held June 19-23, and the
children and leaders had a fantastic week. First Baptist
Church was the center for snack time downstairs and
for drama upstairs. Our church collected $90 to help
with the purchase of snacks for the program.
The Leadership Team had a lengthy discussion about
The Rock Youth Center’s difficult financial situation and
the uncertainty of how best to move forward. An allchurch meeting was held after worship on June 11 to
update the congregation on the current situation at The
Rock and to allow time for questions and discussion.
Thirty-two people attended the meeting. Becca Syme
represented The Rock Board, but Grace Holiday, Pat
Flemming, and Pastor Jason, all current Rock Board
members, and Gary Cook were also present. As of June
16, Gary and Tammy Cook are no longer employed by
The Rock due to insufficient funding. Gary is serving
as the interim pastor at Livingston First Baptist
Church at least for the summer if not longer. Much
gratitude and appreciation were extended to Gary for
his devoted service to The Rock over the past 10 years.
At this time, The Rock Board is planning to open The
Rock in the fall under a different operating model
which will use essentially all volunteer help. However,
plans are uncertain. It was felt that FBC should let The

Rock Board work on a plan over the summer and then
revisit this situation with FBC later in the summer. In
the meantime, all were encouraged to pray for God’s
wisdom, guidance, and direction for The Rock and for
FBC in this confusing and difficult transition.
Our current bylaws, which were adopted in 2011,
need to be updated at the least, and the former revised
bylaws which were in place before 2011 might be more
appropriate for FBC at this time. The Leadership Team
appointed a group to review our current bylaws and
the revised version of the bylaws which was crafted
by Austin Beard, Jennie Luebeck, and Bob Moore eight
or nine years ago. Bob Snyder has spent time looking
over these older bylaws this past winter, and he will
meet with Austin, Jennie, and Carl Fahlstrom to further
review both documents and possibly have a new
version of the bylaws to present to the congregation
at a later date.
Remember to keep Pastor Jason and his family, the
church, and The Rock in your prayers daily as we all
work together to discern God’s will and direction for
FBC and The Rock. Pray that the Lord will help to meet
our needs and that we will be a faithful church in all
that we do. Also pray for your Leadership Team as
they seek God’s wisdom and guidance for FBC. If you
have any questions or comments, please feel free to
speak with Pastor Jason or members of the Leadership
Team. Leadership Team members are: Gary Cook,
Grace Holiday, Austin Beard, Robin Moore, and Carl
Fahlstrom.
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9:00 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

Worship Leaders; Pastor
Jason, Mandy, Zoe, &
Peyton

30

9:00 - Adult &
23
Youth Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
9:00 Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

Sunny Dulin
Claire Abrams

9

9:00 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

9:00 - Adult & Youth
2
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
12pm - Godly Play Training

Denotes Birthday

Denotes Anniversary

24

17

Homebound & Nursing
Home Members; Hallie,
Louis & Chris Kronebusch

31

Cok

10

3

4

26

19

12

5

Templed Hills Senior High Camp

6pm - Summer Picnic

Skoog

7am - Leadership Team
6pm - Summer Picnic
at Bogert Park

Pastor Jason on Vacation

5pm - Cancer Group

5pm - Cancer Group

5pm - Cancer Group

5pm - Cancer Group

Leadership Team: Gary,
Grace, Austin, Robin, & Carl

27

20

13

6

ABW & Women’s Ministries;
Family Promise; Cancer
Support Group

Daily Prayer Points

25

18

11

The Rock: Gary & Tammy
Cook, Alison Curry, John
Kawalski

No Bible Study

9:30am All Church
Bible Study

Karen Gilhousen

9:30am All Church
Bible Study

No Bible Study

First Baptist Church

Community Groups; College
& Young Adult Ministries

Agnes Hale

28

21

14

7

Our Church: the future
mission & vision of FBC

Outdoor Ministry:
River Float

Jackson Wendell

9am-12pm - Godly Play
Work Day

29

22

15

8

1
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