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Cherishing Each Moment
Over the last week I’ve found myself thinking
about the importance of savoring the moment and
living life to its fullest. Christmas is a natural time
to think such thoughts, and embarking on a new
year helps too, but a few specific
things have happened in my life
recently that have me pondering
what really matters in life.
First, I’m writing this article
while sitting in North Dakota,
surrounded by Mandy’s family.
In fact, I’m literally surrounded
by her family: my nephew, to my
left, playing a very noisy game of
Angry Birds on the iPad; my sisterin-law, to my right, talking about
her Facebook feed; and the kitchen, behind me, full
of conversation and laughter while lunch is being
prepared. And I wouldn’t want it any other way! We
don’t get to see Mandy’s family very often, so when
we are together, I always find myself thinking about
the significance of family and life and love…about
what’s really important in this world.

And secondly, Mandy and I have a friend who lost
her mother to a heart attack on Christmas morning.
So, I’m mindful of the frailty of life—of how quickly
and easily it can slip through your hands—and I’m
increasingly grateful for the blessings
God gives daily and I’m committed
to basking in God’s goodness and
offering the grace of God to everyone
I encounter…with a newfound sense
of urgency.
So, as we ring in the new year
and look forward to what 2018 has
in store, may we be committed to
savoring each moment, relishing each
relationship, and appreciating each
opportunity. May we wake up each
morning grateful for the blessing of life. May we
constantly remember that every moment matters.
			

Grace and Peace,

			
				

Pastor Jason
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To My Friends at First Baptist,
Wishing you the happiest of holidays.
Thank you for all the visits, prayers,
and care you have shown me this year.
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to
you all!
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Current ‘One Thing’ Project

Love Inc. Presentation

For those of you who don’t know, our church used
to have a regular ministry called “One Thing.” For a set
period of time, often about a month, our church would
do mission by committing to doing One Thing together –
one simple project to help those in our community. And
we are trying to bring
that idea back with
more consistency.
So, for the sixweek period between
January 1 and the start
of Lent on February
14, our One Thing we
are going to focus on
helping is the personal care pantry at Love Inc. We will
put a box at the back of the sanctuary for you to drop off
your items. We hope you will give generously. Here are
the top items they really need in their pantry right now:

A Huge Thank You
- Pastor Jason

Mandy and I are SO GRATEFUL for all of you and
for your incredible gift you gave us for Christmas. We
don’t take this bonus for granted, we don’t expect to
receive it each year, and we are so blessed by having
you in our lives. This past year was an amazing year of
ministry and we are excited to do ministry with you all
in the coming year.

•
•
•
•
•
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Laundry Soap
Hand and Body Lotion
Lip Balm
Men and women’s deodorants
Toilet paper
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Leadership Team Meeting Report
- Robin Moore, Secretary

visited FBC on December 10 to give a presentation
after worship during the potluck on ways our church
might be involved with the Love INC program in
the local community. Some of these projects may
provide mission opportunities for the coming year.
The Leadership Team discussed the possibility
of starting a children’s Sunday school program
early next year, especially for the older elementary
children. This program would be before worship
and would use a regular Sunday school curriculum.
The Team discussed various options for finding
appropriate meeting space for the class and for
securing teachers. The Children’s Ministry Team
will also be discussing this need.
Pastor Jason has been planning his preaching
schedule for the winter and into Lent. He will be
following the Lectionary for his sermons during
the first six weeks of the new year before Lent. Ash
Wednesday is on February 14, and Easter will be on
April 1 in 2018.
The FBC Annual Meeting & Celebration is
scheduled for Sunday, 1/21/18, after worship with a
potluck. Hopefully, a new Leadership Team member
or two will be presented at that time. The annual
Commitment Cards will be handed out in January. A
new members’ welcome Sunday may be planned for
February as needed. We would also like to plan a
child dedication Sunday in the coming year.
As we start a new year, remember to keep Pastor
Jason and his family, the church, and The Rock Youth
Center in your daily prayers as we all work together
to discern God’s will and direction for FBC and The
Rock. Pray that the Lord will help to meet our needs
and that we will be a faithful church in all that we
do. Praise God for the many blessings of the past
year, which includes the new friends who have
joined us on mission and who willingly share their
diverse gifts with the church and the community.
Also pray for your Leadership Team as they seek
God’s wisdom and guidance for FBC. If you have
any questions or comments, please feel free to speak
with Pastor Jason or members of the Leadership
Team. Leadership Team members are: Gary Cook,
Grace Holiday, Austin Beard, Robin Moore, and Carl
Fahlstrom.

The Leadership Team reviewed
the First Baptist Church (FBC)
financial report for November
at our meeting on December 6.
The Non-Designated General
Fund balance was $77,280 as
of 11/30/17. The Pledge &
Plate giving for November was
$6,683 (including the fifth Sunday in October).
November expenses (General Fund + Escrow
Fund contribution) were $6,377 (No Sr. Pastor).
The November Pledge & Plate giving covered the
November expenses with $306 to spare. November
expenses including the Sr. Pastor were $11,934.
Our fourth quarter donation of $375 to the
ABCNW Region was paid in December, as was the
donation to International Ministries of $150. This
$150 was designated to Kyle and Katrina Williams,
missionaries serving in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo.
The current ABC special offering is the Retired
Ministers & Missionaries Offering (RMMO) which
will be collected through January. Donation
envelopes and informational material are available
on the table at the back of the sanctuary.
A new updated photo directory for the church
should be ready in January. If you or your family
have not had a photo taken yet, please let Pastor
Jason know soon.
Some of the highlights of the Advent season
included the ABW Christmas Blessing on December
6, a special evening of Christmas fellowship for the
women, a night of Christmas caroling to homebound
friends on December 13 which included a delicious
soup supper at Jennie Luebeck’s home, an excellent
Children’s Musical Program during worship on
December 17, and a beautiful Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service attended by at least 100 people.
The two December mission projects were very
successful. The Mitten Tree project supplied over
100 pairs of mittens to the Head Start program
for 3-5 year-old children in the community. Our
congregation participated in the Salvation Army’s
Angel Tree project by providing Christmas gifts
to four individuals in need, as well as sponsoring
a small family (a single mom and 12 year-old son)
with gifts and a Christmas dinner.
Rob McCormack, a representative of Love INC,
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NO Bible Study

Worship Leaders; Pastor
Jason, Mandy, Zoe, &
Peyton

9:15 - Adult & Youth
28
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
5pm - Sunday Small Group

Homebound & Nursing
Home Members; Hallie,
Louis & Chris Kronebusch,
Linnea Skoog

29

22

9

Mandy Bowker
Beckett Bauerle

7am - Leadership Team

31

24

17
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Leadership Team: Gary,
Grace, Austin, Robin, & Carl,
Ministry Teams
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5pm - Cancer Group

ABW & Women’s Ministries;
Family Promise; Cancer
Support Group

Ken Mottram

25

18

26

19

Community Groups; College
& Young Adult Ministries

Juliette Skoog

Marge Beckman
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Our Church: the future
mission & vision of FBC
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1:30pm - Downtown VBS11
Meeting at BUMC
5pm - Cancer Group

5pm - Cancer Group

Daily Prayer Points

30

23

16

The Rock: Gary & Tammy
Cook, The Rock Board and
Volunteers

Tom Crystal

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

Alex Newby

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study
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7am - Community
Ministry Team Meeting
5pm - Cancer Group

7pm - College & Young
Adult Small Group

15

8

7am - Leadership Team
12pm - Interfaith Forum

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
Potluck and Annual
Meeting
5pm - Sunday
Small Group

5pm - Worship Ministry
Team Meeting

7pm - College & Young
Adult Small Group
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Peyton Bowker

21

1

Pastor Jason and Family on Vacation

Mac Miller

Robin Moore

9:15 - Adult & Youth
14
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
5pm - Sunday Small Group

Ellie Wendell

9:15 - Adult & Youth
7
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
5pm - Sunday Small Group

Denotes Birthday

Denotes Anniversary
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