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The Next Season
It’s the beginning of a new year, we just recently
ate and celebrated together at our Annual Meeting,
and I’ve found myself reflecting on where we are
as a church…and where we’re heading. We’re two
and a half years into this experiment—with me as
your pastor—and it feels like we are entering a new
season of ministry together.
It’s been an interesting journey so far, with ups
and down and a constantly morphing landscape.
When we began—in September of 2015—we were
small in number and even smaller in energy. Now,
don’t get me wrong…I sensed the enthusiasm and
excitement for the future…and am forever grateful
for your willingness to try new things and not
give up. But, simultaneously, our church had been
through so much upheaval that, plain and simple,
you were tired!
So, sensing that weariness, I made conscious
choices in that first year of ministry to do more of
the ministry than I normally would have. Please
understand me…I had a TON OF HELP and am so
grateful for everyone’s tireless effort during that
time of transition. But, generally speaking, I tried

to allow our church to rest, heal, and rejuvenate for
future ministry.
And it’s been so fun to watch that next season of
ministry unfold at our church. It’s been fun to watch
new folks walk in the door and quickly be invested
in the what’s happening here. It’s been fun to watch
long-time members love our new members deeply,
welcome them into the fold, and partner with
them in leadership and service. Our second year of
ministry together was incredible!
And now, I am really excited about the next
phase of ministry at our church—with new folks
in leadership and more people involved in ministry
teams—allowing us to move even further into a
church model where this is everyone’s ministry,
where everyone has a say, and where we are all
working together for the cause of Christ in our
community and our world. May God truly bless this
next season of ministry together.
			

Grace and Peace,

			
				

Pastor Jason
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The Plan for Lent

ABW Ministries

- Pastor Jason

- Pat Newby

Lent is a season of self-denial—a time to slow down,
take inventory of our lives, and get our priorities right.
It’s a period of sacrifice—of saying no to the things
in our lives that are hampering our relationship with
Jesus and keeping us from living the way God has
intended for us. And finally, as a season of fasting, Lent
offers us the space to recognize those who already
go without on a regular basis—those who don’t have
enough and the luxury it is for us to be able to deny
ourselves.
With that in mind, I’m inviting our church into a
Lenten discipline around one of our most-basic human
needs: food. Similar to the Charity:Water project in
previous years, I want us to think about our rituals
and routines with food and meals and to be open to
some temporary changes for the six weeks of Lent.
Do you eat out too much? Do you just eat too much, in
general? Do you eat as healthily as you wish you did?
Does your family regularly sit down for family meals?
Do you have any healthy family rituals around the
dinner table or are you just there for the calories? And
like last year, while we’re working on our own spiritual
discipline, I’m hoping we can raise some money to
support a good cause: The Fork & Spoon Restaurant
(a pay-what-you-can restaurant run by HRDC, and
formerly known as the Community Café).
So, I’m inviting you to examine your meal practices
and to commit to some sort of change during this
season. Maybe you want to commit to not eating out
at restaurants at all during Lent and donate your
savings to Fork and Spoon. Maybe you want to eat out
less and donate to the cause. Maybe you have some
good eating-out rituals you do weekly or monthly that
you wouldn’t want to give up. Awesome…I wouldn’t
want you to give those up. But, maybe you want to
think about matching your bill with a donation. There
is freedom and flexibility, this year, in how you want
to engage with this Lenten project, but I hope you’ll
thoughtfully and prayerfully participate in some way.
May this be a season where we think about our
practices around food, become more consciously
aware of those in our community who don’t have
enough food or struggle in this area, and be willing to
make changes in our own lives and a difference in the
lives of others.

VALENTINE TEA: Please join
us after our church service on
Sunday, February 11 for cookies
and tea or punch. It will be a fun
but brief time to visit while we
meet new friends. You are in for a treat as you enjoy the
delicacies of our talented ladies. Everyone is welcome!

Love Inc Volunteer Orientation
Wednesday, Feb. 7 at 6pm
FBC Fellowship Hall
Please join us for a night
of training and orientation
about how we can better
serve with this incredible
ministry!

Exploring the Story
Youth Sunday School

Our teens are currently in
a 12-week exploration of the
major stories of scripture
that comprise the one
MAJOR story of God. This
has been a fun, interactive
curriculum so far!
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Leadership Team Meeting Report
- Robin Moore, Secretary

Teams, new Leadership Team members, creating a
Children’s Sunday School program, expanding the
youth ministry, expanding and clarifying the mission
ministry, and adding seven new families.
Pastor Jason will continue to follow the Lectionary
for his sermons during the first six weeks of the
new year before Lent. The Lenten season begins
with Ash Wednesday on 2/14, with Easter following
on 4/1. Pastor Jason is planning a Lenten sermon
series on ancient spiritual disciplines, such as prayer,
fasting, silence, etc. We will also be planning for the
Wednesday evening Simple Suppers & Devotions
which will begin on Ash Wednesday.
Our current mission project for the six weeks
before Lent is donating personal care items for the
Love INC pantry. The items in greatest need are:
laundry soap, hand & body lotion, lip balm, men and
women’s deodorants, and toilet paper. These items
may be dropped in the box/basket at the back of the
sanctuary. For the Lenten season, a new mission
project will be available, possibly revolving around
food. Stay tuned for another opportunity to help
those in need in our community and to share the
love of Christ with others.
As we start a new year, remember to keep Pastor
Jason and his family, the church, and The Rock Youth
Center in your daily prayers as we all work together
to discern God’s will and direction for FBC and The
Rock. Pray that the Lord will help to meet our needs
and that we will be a faithful church in all that we
do. Praise God for the many blessings of the past
year, which includes the new friends who have
joined us on mission and who willingly share their
diverse gifts with the church and the community.
Also pray for your Leadership Team as they seek
God’s wisdom and guidance for FBC. If you have
any questions or comments, please feel free to speak
with Pastor Jason or members of the Leadership
Team. Leadership Team members are: Gary Cook,
Grace Holiday, Austin Beard, Robin Moore, Carl
Fahlstrom, and Bobbi Miller.

The
Leadership
Team
reviewed the First Baptist
Church (FBC) financial report
for December at our meeting on
January 3. The Non-Designated
General Fund balance was
$74,380 as of 12/31/17. The
Pledge & Plate giving for December was $8,552.
December expenses (General Fund + Escrow
Fund contribution) were $6,386 (No Sr. Pastor).
The December Pledge & Plate giving covered
the December expenses with $2,166 to spare.
December expenses including the Sr. Pastor were
$12,084. A $19,500 transfer from the FBC-ABF
Endowment Fund to the FBC General Fund was
made the last week of January to cover Sr. Pastor
expenses for the first quarter of 2018.
A new updated photo directory for the church
should be ready soon. If you or your family have
not had a photo taken yet, please let Pastor Jason
know soon.
Annual FBC Commitment Cards for 2018 were
handed out in January. If you still need to sign your
card and turn it in or if you need a new card, please
see Pastor Jason or Robin Moore.
The FBC Annual Meeting & Celebration was held
on Sunday, 1/21, after worship with a potluck meal
in the Fellowship Hall. Over 40 people were present
for the meal, and 35 people stayed for the meeting
afterwards. Brief ministry reports were given for
ABW & Women’s Ministry, Family Promise (FBC is
hosting on 1/28-2/4), Templed Hills, the Children’s
Ministry, and the College & Young Adult Ministry.
The congregation unanimously voted to add
Bobbi Miller as a new member to the Leadership
Team. The congregation also voted unanimously
to reaffirm the current Leadership Team members
for 2018 (Gary Cook, Grace Holiday, Robin Moore,
Austin Beard, and Carl Fahlstrom). Pastor Jason
discussed the focus for each ministry team: Worship,
Discipleship, Community, and Mission, and invited
people to sign up to serve on a ministry team that
fit their interest or passion. Visions and goals for
2018 were also discussed. These goals included:
more involvement & leadership by Ministry
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Worship Leaders; Pastor
Jason, Mandy, Zoe, &
Peyton

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
Newcomers’ Lunch

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

26

25

Homebound & Nursing
Home Members; Hallie,
Louis & Chris Kronebusch,
Linnea Skoog

19

18

12

5pm - Worship Ministry
Team Meeting

11

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
ABW Valentine Tea
5pm - Sunday
Small Group

5

9:15 - Adult & Youth
4
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
5pm - Sunday Small Group

Denotes Birthday

Denotes Anniversary
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William Moore

6pm - Lenten Simple
Supper

6pm - Lenten Simple
Supper

6pm - Lenten Simple
Supper
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28

21

14

12pm - Interfaith Forum
at Congregation Beth
Shalom
6pm - Love Inc Volunteer
Orientation and Training

Family Promise at FBC

Leadership Team: Gary,
Grace, Austin, Robin, Carl, &
Bobbi, Ministry Teams

15

8

7am - Community
22
Ministry Team Meeting
5pm - Cancer Group
7pm - College and Young
Adult Small Group

5pm - Cancer Group

5pm - Cancer Group
7pm - College and Young
Adult Small Group

ABW & Women’s Ministries;
Family Promise; Cancer
Support Group

Noel Gruel

23

Our Church: the future
mission & vision of FBC

Templed Hills Winter Camp

16

Community Groups; College
& Young Adult Ministries

Elsie Skoog

9

2

24

17

10
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February 2018
5pm - Cancer Group
1
6:30pm - Leadership Team
Meeting

Daily Prayer Points

27

20

13

The Rock: Gary & Tammy
Cook, The Rock Board and
Volunteers

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

Debra Gourley

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study
5:30pm - Worship Team
Ministry Meeting
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