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Becoming Aggressive Investors
Lately, I’ve been thinking a lot about investing. The
church’s Leadership Team has been discussing the money
we currently have invested, while simultaneously, Mandy
and I have been conversing about how to invest some
money we have from the sale of our home. Who should
we invest with? How aggressive should we be? What
percentage should be in stocks versus bonds? How much
risk can we tolerate?
But that’s not the only type of investing I’ve been thinking
about. I’ve also been pondering what it means to invest in
community—to invest in the lives of those around us. We
talk a lot about community at our church—and for good
reason—because we highly value relationships and hang
our hats on being a friendly, hospitable church. And we’ve
most-certainly made some strides, in the past few years, to
become more deeply invested in each other—in knowing
one another and allowing ourselves to be known.
But I still wonder if we are being intentional,
aggressive, and risky enough in the community we are
building at our church.
I recently had the privilege of sharing lunch with a
family in our church. It had started as just me and the
husband, but the wife and kids stopped by to say goodbye
to the husband as they set out on a week vacation. I was
definitely the ‘5th wheel,’ but it was a complete honor to
be with them as they hugged and kissed and said their
goodbyes. We don’t usually share those moments with
each other, so it was special to be present in that normal,
yet sacred, moment.

[why is it so rare to actually share the ordinariness
of life with one another?]
And a few weeks ago, I got a random text message from
Patrick Flemming. He had messaged me, Eric Skoog, and
Chris Dooley, passionate about the four of us (who had all
grown up in our faith together) working hard to form a
deeper, more intentional spiritual friendship—where we
would meet often to share life, grow in our faith, and pray
for one another. It was such a beautiful invitation—and
something we should have initiated years ago—that it
was no-brainer to say ‘yes.’
[why is it such a struggle to make time for our
dearest friends?]
So, I’m thinking about how we can better invest in one
another as a church—in deep, intentional, consistent,
life-altering community. Let’s take risks in our communal
investments—willing to be vulnerable and actually expose
our lives to one another. Let’s be aggressive in creating
community—inviting fellow church members out for
coffee or over for dinner; knocking on our neighbors’
doors to connect with those on our block; making space
in our calendar to actually spend time with our friends.
There may be times where conservative investment with
our money is appropriate, but let’s never be conservative
when investing in community. Let’s be aggressive risktakers who are never content with superficiality, but
always striving for depth and growth.
			
			

Grace and Peace,

				

Pastor Jason
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Ordinary Wonder

And no one knows exactly what that “third thing” is.
We Christians often try to name mystery. We call
it the Holy Spirit, or the spirit, or a sacred place, or
something else. But naming a mystery with religious
clichés like those doesn’t explain anything. In fact,
clichés often buffer us from the experience of mystery.
They give us a false sense of understanding and
prevent us from dwelling in or with mystery. In a way
we use them to protect us from the experience of the
Holy, which may, like the face of God, be too awful—as
in “full of awe”—for us to endure.
In the ordinary Templed Hills world of Senior High
Camp this summer we shared experiences nearly
too awful and too beautiful to endure. We wept. We
laughed. We carried each others’ hearts. And we
were privileged to experience that “third thing,” that
mystery, that holy wonder, that ordinary holy wonder
that is camp at Templed Hills.
(And actually, I am perfectly happy to call that
mysterious “third thing” the Holy Spirit—though I
can’t explain it. It sounds so Trinitarian that it must be
right, but I can’t explain that either.)

- Gary Cook

Jason and I just returned from
another great week of Senior
High Camp at Templed Hills.
What a joy it was to have AJ,
Maddi, Sam, and Sam’s friend,
Nathaniel, join us as campers
this year. Add to that Mandy,
Zoe, and Peyton. Also Grace and
Bobbi, who graciously served
in the kitchen to help Jennifer
Lieuallen, Laurel Prescott, and Pam Davies feed about
sixty people three meals a day for the week. Templed
Hills camps are a true team effort.
As much effort as it takes to make them happen, in
many ways Templed Hills camps can become ordinary.
We do them at the same times every year. We meet in
the same place, sleep on the same crummy mattresses
in the same cabins. The agendas rarely change, and
then only slightly. We take the same hike to the same
falls, float the same stretch of the Yellowstone with the
same rafting company, take the same trip to swim and
soak at Chico, camp with most of the same people we
have camped with for years, eat the same camp food,
climb the same rocks, use the same tiny showers in the
same bathhouses, etc. We have a formula, a routine for
camp.
Yet despite all those ordinary routines and activities,
each year camp is a wonder. What happens there is a
wonder.
I don’t know how to explain it. And I’m not sure I
want it explained. It seems to have something to
do with making the time and space to actually see
and hear each other face-to-face instead of through
screens. To look at each other. To share stories. It
involves, I’m sure, shared experiences, shared contact,
as well as shared physical space, shared words, and
shared prayers, songs, and worship. But I don’t think
any of those explain the wonder that is “camp.”
It reminds me of something D.H. Lawrence wrote:
“Water is H2O, hydrogen two parts, oxygen one, but
there is also a third thing that makes it water, and
nobody knows what that is.” Nobody knows. It’s a
mystery. I think the wonder of camp is a similar “third
thing” mystery.
In many ways camp is as ordinary as the water in
Mill Creek. The camp formula combines physical
elements—food, cabins, mountains, people—then
something like Lawrence’s “third thing” makes it camp.
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Leadership Team Meeting Report
- Robin Moore, Secretary

Mountain Hardrock Flooring for consideration. A
crack has also been noticed on the edge of a lower
step which needs repairing.
An estimate was also received from Harvey’s
Plumbing & Heating for flushing and cleaning the
boiler system and for replacement of the two leaking
radiators in the sanctuary area. We have known
that this work needed to be done, but we have been
waiting for a time when the heating system was
not in use. The project will cost around $5,000.
The group discussed funding options as this major
repair work was not included in the 2018 budget.
No decisions were made at this time. Austin will
gather more information on both projects.
The Leadership Team discussed ways in which
people can get involved and serve in the church
and how best to communicate these opportunities
clearly. Involvement in the church can be multilayered. It can include service oriented activities
and/or spiritually oriented involvement. This was
a worthwhile conversation which will be continued
again at future meetings.
Remember to keep Pastor Jason and his family,
the church, and The Rock Youth Center in your daily
prayers. Pray that the Lord will help to meet our needs
and that we will be a faithful church in all that we do.
Praise God for His many blessings, which include the
new friends who have joined us on mission and who
willingly share their diverse gifts with the church
and community. Also pray for your Leadership
Team as they seek God’s wisdom and guidance for
FBC. If you have any questions or comments, please
feel free to speak with Pastor Jason or members of
the Leadership Team. Leadership Team members
are: Gary Cook, Grace Holiday, Austin Beard, Robin
Moore, Carl Fahlstrom, and Bobbi Miller.

The
Leadership
Team
reviewed the First Baptist
Church (FBC) financial report
for June at our meeting on July
12. The Non-Designated General
Fund balance was $75,794 as of
6/30/18. The Pledge & Plate
giving for June was $5,928.
June expenses (General Fund + Escrow Fund
contribution) were $1,928 (No Sr. Pastor). The
June Pledge & Plate giving covered these monthly
expenses. The June expenses including the Sr.
Pastor were $7,809.
The following mission payments were made in
July:
Mission Northwest (2nd Quarter) - $375 (Escrow)
International Ministries (2nd Quarter) - $150
(Escrow) This donation was
designated for Jae Stockton from Billings who is
preparing for mission work in Mexico.
One Great Hour of Sharing (ABC Special Offering)
- $50 The next ABC special
offering is the World Mission Offering which will
start in August.
We raised $1,288 for the Templed Hills Camp
Scholarship Fund.
This wonderful response
allowed us to exceed our $1,000 goal and helped
to send several of our kids to summer camp at
Templed Hills. Thank you for helping to make this
fundraising effort a success.
The second quarter transfer of $19,500 was made
from the FBC-ABF Endowment Fund to the FBC
General Fund in late July. This transfer covers Sr.
Pastor expenses.
A Family Promise training session is coming up
soon. See Grace Holiday if you are interested in
helping with this worthwhile ministry to homeless
families. FBC will be hosting families again at the
end of September.
The Discipleship Ministry Team is continuing to
finalize the details for a children’s Sunday school
program for the fall, as well as for other small
groups.
The Leadership Team also discussed two
maintenance issues at the July meeting. It is time
for the two-year resealing of the front steps. An
estimate of $1,050 was received from Rocky
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Worship Leaders; Pastor
Jason, Mandy, Zoe, &
Peyton

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
Potluck and All-Church
Meeting after Worship

P & P Newby

26

19

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

Homebound & Nursing
Home Members; Hallie,
Louis & Chris Kronebusch,
Linnea Skoog

27

20

13

12

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

Green

6

5

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

7

Chris and Agnes’
Wedding

29

22

6:00pm - Summer Picnic 15
at Bogert Park

8

1

Leadership Team: Gary,
Grace, Austin, Robin, Carl, &
Bobbi, Ministry Teams

16

9

ABW & Women’s Ministries;
Family Promise; Cancer
Support Group

30

31

24

17

Denotes Birthday

Community Groups; College
& Young Adult Ministries

Our Church: the future
mission & vision of FBC
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25

18

11

Denotes Anniversary

Joe Barnett

Templed Hills Family Camp

Chris and Agnes’
Reception 6-8pm

Abrams

10

Templed Hills Vioces in the Hills Camp

7am - Community
23
Ministry Team Meeting
4:30 Cancer Prayer Group
Open House at the Rock

Walt Gordon
Connie Crystal

Crystal

4:30 Cancer Prayer
Group

4:30 Cancer Prayer
Group
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4:30 Cancer Prayer
2
Group
6:30pm - Leadership Team
Meeting

Daily Prayer Points

28

21

14

The Rock: Gary & Tammy
Cook, The Rock Board and
Volunteers

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

Cassidy Cook

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

6:00pm - Summer Picnic
on FBC lawn
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