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The Gospel of Foolishness
As I write this, we are four days from April…and equally
as far from Easter. You see, for the first time since 1956,
Easter falls on April 1—and it won’t happen again for
another 11 years. So, with this strange coincidence, it
seems ‘foolish’ to not reflect on the inherent connections
between Easter and April Fool’s Day. And I don’t think I’m
stretching to find these connections.
Now, I enjoy joking around and the occasional prank as
much as anyone, and pride myself being humorous, but
my humor pales in comparison to the massive joke Jesus
enacts on Resurrection Day.
The religious and governmental elites thought they had
their obnoxious and pervasive issue put to rest. They had
rid themselves of this prophetic insurrectionist and they
could once again enjoy the perks of unchallenged power
and authority. By Friday night, all was made right…by
might. Jesus is dead, his followers had scattered, and the
normal social hierarchy had been restored. While those
closest to Jesus spent that Saturday in grief, the religious
and political leaders spent that Saturday in relief.
But, of course, that wasn’t the end of the story. Sunday
comes, the tomb is empty, and the Son of God gets the
final laugh. Jesus pulls the most elaborate prank in human
and cosmic history through defeating death and raising to
new life.
“Ta-da! You thought I was gone. You thought you had
won. You thought your problems had been (literally)
buried away. Well, I’m back. Death couldn’t hold me down.”

The resurrection of Jesus is the most well-crafted and
astonishing April Fool’s Joke ever.
But to take this line of thinking one layer deeper, Jesus’
resurrection also reveals the foolishness of thinking that
violence is ever the solution to the world’s problems or
that death could ever triumph over life. Jesus adamantly
declares the incredible wisdom found in what the world
would call utter foolishness: that peace doesn’t come
through the sword, but through non-violence; that
murderers and terrorists are not overcome through
violence and war, but through love and generosity; that
evil is not conquered through military might, but through
the sacrifice of one’s self.
This upside-down paradigm most-certainly seems
foolish through a worldly lens, but the Resurrection
proclaims the wisdom in this backward way of thinking.
Jesus has come bringing a new kingdom of love, grace,
generosity, sacrifice, and powerlessness—and the joke’s
on anyone who fails to recognize the inherent goodness
and truth of this new, radically-different sort of kingdom.

All hail our Mischievous Messiah; our Playful Prince; our
Spirited Savior. May we truly embrace the upside-down, messwith-your-head nature of the resurrection—the foolishness of
the cross.
			
			

Grace and Peace,

				

Pastor Jason
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ABW Ministries Women’s Ministry Book Club
- Pat Newby
This spring, the
ABW Ministries:
Wed.
April 11 at 1:30 p.m. We’re
taking our meeting to
Birchwood with Phyllis and
Clara. We welcome all who’d
like to visit with these ladies who have been so
instrumental in women’s ministries. Grace and
Agnes are our hostesses.
If we can, we will do our Spring Housecleaning
in the church kitchen later in the month.

The Big Sky Area Celebration

April 27-28 @ FBC Great Falls
This is an annual
gathering of all the
American Baptist churches
in Montana. The speaker
this year is a pastor/
author named Karl Vaters,
who specializes in helping
small churches be healthy
churches (he’s GREAT!!). Pastor Jason is planning
to attend and it would be awesome to have a large
delegation of FBC Bozeman folks. Talk to Jason for
more information and a registration form.

women’s ministry
book club will
be reading “The
Turquoise
Table:
Finding Community
and Connection in
Your Own Front
Yard” by Kristin
Schell. Women may
purchase the book
online or through a
local retailer. If you
would like to read
the book and need
assistance
with
funds to purchase
the book, please
see Mandy or Jason.
We will try and
meet in early June
to discuss. Happy
Reading!

Friday
Nights @
The Rock
Friday Nights at The
Rock are beginning on April
6 from 6-8pm. These will be
monthly gatherings of youth
from around Bozeman to
talk about the intersection
of faith and culture. Food
will be provided. Plan to
join us and invite your
friends!
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Lent and Gun Violence

C.S. Lewis observed the way good and noble things
(not low, evil, petty things) most often serve as idols. It
is more often the noble things that sidetrack us away
from God. Noble things more effectively masquerade
as God. It works this way. We take a good thing—say,
our religion, or our nation—and assign it ultimate
status. In other words, nothing is more important to
us than this good thing. Then, we act as if this good
thing is worthy of our ultimate allegiance. We worship
the good thing. And as we worship it, we transform the
good thing—our religion or our nation—into an idol,
a false god masquerading as true God. And we can be
sure a good and noble thing has become an idol when
it demands human sacrifices and we willingly provide
them.
The community and religious leaders of Jerusalem
had transformed their religion and their nation
into idols. When the idols demanded it, the leaders
conspired to sacrifice both Jesus and Lazarus (11:53,
12:10) to preserve the good and noble things—
their religion, their temple, their nation—that they
now believed were ultimate things deserving their
allegiance and worship. They had descended into
idolatry and human sacrifice.
Now, to drag us into the biblical story, to help us
think theologically about gun violence in America
and all that has transpired during this season of Lent,
from murders to marches, I offer this rendering of the
biblical text for your reflection:

- Gary Cook

From Ash Wednesday to
Palm Sunday, the specter of gun
violence loomed over Lent this
year.
On Ash Wednesday, 17 people
were killed and 15 wounded
by a young man firing an AR15 rifle in the halls of Marjorie
Stoneman Douglas High School
in Parkland, Florida. On the
Saturday before Palm Sunday, hundreds of thousands
of people, organized and led by students, joined
“March for Our Lives” rallies against gun violence in
an effort to make schools safer places by telling their
stories, challenging legislators to enact stricter gun
laws, and registering voters. From Ash Wednesday to
Palm Sunday, these two events framed Lent this year.
I am writing this on the Wednesday after Palm
Sunday, under the shadow of Good Friday’s Cross. Holy
Week seems an appropriate time to reflect biblically
and theologically on gun violence as we believers are
whipsawed between the “hosanna” crowds of Palm
Sunday and the “crucify him” crowd of Good Friday.
Gun violence debates often separate believers into
factions as distant from each other as Palm Sunday
seems from Good Friday. But, reflect we must.
In John’s gospel (12:9,17-18), the Palm Sunday
crowds in Jerusalem for Passover flock to Jesus because
they have heard that he has performed the miraculous
sign of calling Lazarus out of the tomb, releasing him
from Death’s bonds, and restoring him to life in the
community. But John also records the counter-story
of the Pharisees, the chief priests, and the Sanhedrin
council, i.e., the community and religious leaders of
Jerusalem. Listen to their debate.

“If we let the children go on like this, everyone will believe
them, and the liberals will come and destroy our freedoms,
our Constitutional right to bear arms, and our nation.”
But one of them, the high priest said, “You know nothing
at all! You do not know that it is better that a few children
die for our people’s freedoms than to have the whole nation
perish.”
At the end of Holy Week—in Eastertide, outside the
empty tombs of Lazarus and Jesus—have we as a nation
elevated our good and noble freedoms, Constitutional
rights, and nation into ultimate things? Have we
worshiped the Second Amendment and forgotten
the Second Commandment? Have we, knowingly or
unknowingly, become idolaters? And when the idols
we have made demand human sacrifices, will we
continue to willingly comply?

“What are we to do? This man [Jesus] is performing
many signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will
believe in him, and the Romans will come and destroy
both our temple [our religion] and our nation.” But one
of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to
them, “You know nothing at all! You do not understand
that it is better for you to have one man die for the people
than to have the whole nation perish.”… So from that day
on they planned to put him to death. (11:47-49,53)
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Children’s Ministry
- Mandy Bowker

Moses, the Israelites, Naaman, Paul, and Jesus. Kids will
discover God’s faithfulness and experience the life and
hope offered through Jesus our savior. There are plenty
of ways to volunteer and we would love your help! Here
are some of the areas in which you could serve during
the week of VBS:
• Small Group Shepherd
• Games
• Crafts
• Snacks
• Carpentry
• Drama or Music
• Decorations
• Preschool & Kindergarten (Games,
Storytelling, Crafts, Music, etc.)**
Six churches participate in VBS (Grand Avenue
Christian,
FBC,
First
Presbyterian,
Pilgrim
Congregational, St. James Episcopal, Bozeman United
Methodist) and we anticipate approximately 150
children to be impacted by this ministry. What an
exciting opportunity we have to share with young
hearts and lives the transformative message of the
gospel!

Godly Play is in need of snack
donations for our “feast” each
Sunday. Please bring popcorn,
pretzels, or crackers and place
in the kitchen with “Godly Play”
marked on the bag or box.
Our Godly Play year is drawing to a close as we
explore the stories of Jesus’s ministry, life, and
death. May stories will focus on Ascension, Baptism,
and sharing Christ’s light in our world. If you are
interested in getting involved in this ministry, please
let Mandy know and stay tuned for a storyteller
training sometime this summer.
The discipleship ministry team met last month to
discuss a new Sunday School option for children to
begin in September 2018. If you are interested in
teaching kids as a part of the Sunday School hour,
please talk with Elizabeth Wickland, Mandy Bowker,
or Nate Peterson.
Downtown Vacation Bible School is happening June
18-22 from 8:45am-12:00pm each day for children
4 years old through 6th grade. The theme is “Rolling
Down the River” and focuses on the river stories
of the Bible. We will travel through the water with

**Mandy is coordinating these volunteers
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Leadership Team Meeting Report
- Robin Moore, Secretary

The Leadership Team reviewed
the First Baptist Church (FBC)
financial report for February
at our meeting on February 28.
The Non-Designated General
Fund balance was $81,704 as
of 2/28/18. The Pledge & Plate
giving for February was $5,073. February expenses
(General Fund + Escrow Fund contribution) were
$4,953 (No Sr. Pastor). The February Pledge &
Plate giving covered these February expenses. The
February expenses including the Sr. Pastor were
$12,869.
We are currently collecting donations for the ABC
America for Christ offering. Donation envelopes
and informational material are available on the
table at the back of the sanctuary. As of 3/25, we
have collected $167.36 for our special Lenten
mission project, the Fork & Spoon Kitchen. We have
also collected $300 through March for The Rock
Youth Center.
During the Lenten season, Pastor Jason preached a
sermon series on ancient spiritual disciplines, such
as prayer, study, fasting, silence, and pilgrimage. The
Wednesday evening Simple Suppers, a meal of soup
and bread followed by a devotional time centered
on the spiritual disciplines introduced by Pastor
Jason at Sunday worship, were well attended. On
Palm Sunday, 3/25, a group of 25-30 people from
FBC joined other downtown churches in a Palm
Sunday parade, complete with palm branches and
a donkey, on Main Street and in the surrounding
neighborhood before worship.
Holy Week will be filled with numerous activities
and opportunities for reflection, including dinner
at the Fork & Spoon Kitchen, a Maundy Thursday
evening meal and service, the noon downtown
Good Friday service and a Good Friday service at
FBC in the evening. Easter Sunday will begin with
a Sunrise Service led by Ephie Risho and hosted
by the Wendell family, followed by the traditional
Pancake Breakfast organized by Paul Newby, and
will culminate with the Easter Service at 10:30.
FBC will also be hosting Family Promise during this
week.
Gary Cook reported that The Rock Youth Center
is now open in the mornings again for coffee time.

Attendance has been low, but The Hawk Tawk
student newspaper will be running an ad for The
Rock coffee time to help spread the word. The
YWCA will be renting The Rock facility this summer,
6/15 through 8/14, for their weekly summer camp
program.
Pastor Jason has thought about finding a weekday
for interested individuals to meet over the lunch
hour to read scripture together. This would be a
time to primarily listen to scripture rather than a
Bible study. Pastor Jason may try this after Easter.
Another possible idea which the Leadership Team
discussed was a once/month or once/quarter movie
presentation and discussion at The Rock during the
school year. This would provide another opportunity
for inviting people.
Pastor Jason and Ephie Risho have been
researching plans to upgrade the sound system in
the sanctuary with some advice from Music Villa.
They are hoping to replace the speakers and sound
board soon.
The Leadership Team and Pastor Jason began an
ongoing, long-term discussion about the FBC physical
space or facility, addressing the following questions:
Is the success of FBC being impacted by our space
in some way? How do we help an old building in a
downtown location be an asset? Topics to ponder
include parking, outside curb appeal, making the
facility welcoming and inviting, and upgrading the
nursery and childcare areas. The Leadership Team
will continue to discuss these issues in the coming
months.
Remember to keep Pastor Jason and his family,
the church, and The Rock Youth Center in your daily
prayers. Pray that the Lord will help to meet our needs
and that we will be a faithful church in all that we do.
Praise God for His many blessings, which include the
new friends who have joined us on mission and who
willingly share their diverse gifts with the church
and the community. Also pray for your Leadership
Team as they seek God’s wisdom and guidance for
FBC. If you have any questions or comments, please
feel free to speak with Pastor Jason or members of
the Leadership Team. Leadership Team members
are: Gary Cook, Grace Holiday, Austin Beard, Robin
Moore, Carl Fahlstrom, and Bobbi Miller.

5

23

22

Worship Leaders; Pastor
Jason, Mandy, Zoe, &
Peyton

Dan Abrams

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

Eric Skoog

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

Homebound & Nursing
Home Members; Hallie,
Louis & Chris Kronebusch,
Linnea Skoog

5:30-8:30pm 30
Love Inc. Plant the Seed
Fundraiser

16

15

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
Potluck and Quarterly
Business Meeting

29

9

8

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

2

7am - Sunrise Service
1 12:30pm - Mission
9am - Easter Breakfast
Ministry Team Meeting
10:30am - Worship Gathering
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Family Promise at FBC

CJ Hart

Suzi Rose

1:30pm - ABW Ministries 11
Meeting at Birchwood

12pm - Interfaith Forum
at Congregation Beth
Shalom

Leadership Team: Gary,
Grace, Austin, Robin, Carl, &
Bobbi, Ministry Teams
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7am - Community
26
Ministry Team Meeting
7pm - College and
Young Adult Small Group

Sarah Hale

Nadine Kistler

7pm - College and
12
Young Adult Small Group

6:30pm - Leadership Team 5
Meeting

ABW & Women’s Ministries;
Family Promise; Cancer
Support Group

Daily Prayer Points
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17

10

The Rock: Gary & Tammy
Cook, The Rock Board and
Volunteers

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

First Baptist Church
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13

6

Phyllis Schuttler

Eva Wendell

Community Groups; College
& Young Adult Ministries

Our Church: the future
mission & vision of FBC

Denotes Birthday

7

28

21

14

Denotes Anniversary

Big Sky Area Celebration - Great Falls

Aspen Cok

6pm - 8pm Friday Night
at The Rock
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