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CONSTITUTION:  (1958) 

 As amended 2004 04 

 As amended 2006 10 

 As amended 2007 10 

 As amended 2008 10 

 As amended 2010 01  

 As amended 2014 01 

 As amended 2014 04 

 As amended 2015 05 

 As amended 2015 10 

 As amended 2017 04 

 As amended 2018 10 

 

A. ARTICLE I - Name 

 

The name of this church shall be: 

 

The Evangelical Free Church of Lac La Biche 

 

B. ARTICLE II - Statement of Faith  

 

The Evangelical Free Church of Canada is an association of autonomous churches united in a 

common commitment to God’s evangel  - the gospel of Jesus Christ, who died and rose again to 

give us eternal life. To God’s glory, the gospel is the power of God for the salvation of everyone 

who believes. Our essential theological convictions are vitally connected to this gospel. 

God’s gospel originates in and expresses the wondrous perfections of the eternal, triune 

God.                      

1. We believe in one God, Creator of all things, holy, infinitely perfect, and eternally existing in 

a loving unity of three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Having 

limitless knowledge and sovereign power, God has graciously purposed from eternity to redeem 

a people for Himself and to make all things new for His own glory. 

God’s gospel is authoritatively revealed in the Scriptures. 
2. We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, through the 

words of human authors. As the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is without error in the 

original writings, the complete revelation of His will for salvation, and the ultimate authority by 

which every realm of human knowledge and endeavour should be judged. Therefore, it is to be 

believed in all that it teaches, obeyed in all that it requires, and trusted in all that it promises. 

God’s gospel alone addresses our deepest need. 

3. We believe that God created Adam and Eve in His image, but they sinned when tempted by 

Satan. In union with Adam, human beings are sinners by nature and by choice, alienated from 

God, and under His wrath. Only through God’s saving work in Jesus Christ can we be rescued, 

reconciled and renewed. 
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God’s gospel is made known supremely in the Person of Jesus Christ. 

4. We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, fully God and fully man, one Person in two 

natures. Jesus—Israel’s promised Messiah—was conceived through the Holy Spirit and born of 

the virgin Mary. He lived a sinless life, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from the 

dead, ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father as our High Priest and 

Advocate. 

God’s gospel is accomplished through the work of Christ. 

5. We believe that Jesus Christ, as our representative and substitute, shed His blood on the cross 

as the perfect, all-sufficient sacrifice for our sins. His atoning death and victorious resurrection 

constitute the only ground for salvation. 

God’s gospel is applied by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

6. We believe that the Holy Spirit, in all that He does, glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. He 

convicts the world of its guilt. He regenerates sinners, and in Him they are baptized into union 

with Christ and adopted as heirs in the family of God. He also indwells, illuminates, guides, 

equips and empowers believers for Christ-like living and service. 

God’s gospel is now embodied in the new community called the church. 

7. We believe that the true church comprises all who have been justified by God’s grace through 

faith alone in Christ alone. They are united by the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ, of which He 

is the Head. The true church is manifest in local churches, whose membership should be 

composed only of believers. The Lord Jesus mandated two ordinances, baptism and the Lord’s 

Supper, which visibly and tangibly express the gospel. Though they are not the means of 

salvation, when celebrated by the church in genuine faith, these ordinances confirm and nourish 

the believer. 

God’s gospel compels us to Christ-like living and witness to the world. 

8. We believe that God’s justifying grace must not be separated from His sanctifying power and 

purpose. God commands us to love Him supremely and others sacrificially, and to live out our 

faith with care for one another, compassion toward the poor and justice for the oppressed. With 

God’s Word, the Spirit’s power, and fervent prayer in Christ’s name, we are to combat the 

spiritual forces of evil. In obedience to Christ’s commission, we are to make disciples among all 

people, always bearing witness to the gospel in word and deed. 

God’s gospel will be brought to fulfillment by the Lord Himself at the end of this age. 

9. We believe in the personal, bodily and glorious return of our Lord Jesus Christ with His holy 

angels when He will bring His kingdom to fulfillment and exercise His role as Judge of all. This 

coming of Christ, at a time known only to God, demands constant expectancy and, as our blessed 

hope, motivates the believer to godly living, sacrificial service and energetic mission. 
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God’s gospel requires a response that has eternal consequences. 
10. We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the gospel by turning to 

Him in repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe that God will raise the dead 

bodily and judge the world, assigning the unbeliever to condemnation and eternal conscious 

punishment and the believer to eternal blessedness and joy with the Lord in the new heaven and 

the new earth, to the praise of His glorious grace. Amen 

C  ARTICLE III - Purpose 

 

The Purpose of this Church shall be: to glorify God through the preaching of the Word of 

God to the mutual edification, instruction and discipline of its members and other believers; 

the winning of the unsaved to Christ; helping the young Christians to develop the spiritual 

life; instruct the children in the Word of God, and the furtherance of the Gospel work on the 

Mission Fields at home and abroad. 

 

D. ARTICLE IV - Membership 

 

This Church shall receive as members those who have accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior, 

being born again, and in their lives are manifesting the fruits of a true faith in God. 

 

E. ARTICLE V - Governing Authority 

 

The congregation, at its annual, quarterly, or special business meetings shall elect its 

Governing Board and Officers and transact such business as concerns the work of the 

Church. A special congregational meeting may be announced at any time by the Chairman 

with approval of the Governing Board, and sufficient notice to comply with the By-Laws. In 

the election of Pastor, Staff and all other Officers, voting shall be done by closed ballot. 

 

F. ARTICLE VI - Standing 

 

This Church shall remain free and independent and shall not join itself to any other 

denomination or synod.  It shall remain its own highest authority under the Lord Jesus Christ 

and conduct its business through its business sessions.  The Church shall cooperate with the 

Evangelical Free Church of Canada and its branches, and with the Evangelical Free Church 

Parkland District Conferences by sending delegates to conferences, support Home and 

Foreign Missions and unite in any mutual efforts for the furtherance of the Gospel as the 

Church itself may officially decide. 

 

G. ARTICLE VII - Amendments 

 

Amendments to this constitution may be made at any annual business session of the Church 

by a two-thirds majority of votes cast, when said proposed amendments have been presented 

in written form and discussed at a business meeting at least three months prior to the time of 

its adoption. 

To make an amendment to Articles I, II, VI and IX there must be a 75% quorum and 75% 

majority vote at the meeting specially called for this purpose. 
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H. ARTICLE VIII - Provision for By-Laws 

 

A supplement to this constitution known as By-Laws shall embody the number, officers and 

structure of the Governing Board and the stated qualifications for Staff and Officers and their 

duties, conditions for membership, parliamentary rules and regulations for the activities of 

the Church.  Rules and regulations adopted at any officially called and announced business 

session shall be written out in good form and added to the By-Laws when so decided by a 

meeting. 

 

I. ARTICLE IX - Property Rights 

 

If division occurs in the Church, the name and all property are retained by those adhering to 

the constitution. 

If the Church ceases to function and its organization is dissolved, the property shall return to 

the Alberta Parkland District of the Evangelical Free Church of Canada to enable said 

Conference to renew the work or use the values thereof for further enterprises. 

 

 

BY-LAWS: 

 

 

1.  MEMBERSHIP 

 

1.1. New Members 

 

New members may be received at any regular Business Meeting of the Church in 

the following manner: 

 

1.1.1. Minimum age for membership is 18. 

 

1.1.2. Application shall be made to the Pastor or to any member of the Elder Board. 

 

1.1.3.  The Elder Board shall investigate as to the faith and life of the applicant and then 

make recommendation to the Governing Board who in turn will recommend them 

at the following Business Meeting. 

 

1.1.4. The Board recommended applicant shall give a testimony of their personal faith in 

 Jesus Christ in writing to be published in the bulletin at least three (3) weeks prior 

to the Business Meeting. 

 

1.1.5. The Church decides by vote the acceptance of any applicant. 

 

1.1.6. If any member should have a concern regarding the acceptance of any Board 

recommended applicant for membership, their concern must be expressed in 

writing to the Board Chair at least nine (9) days prior to the Business Meeting. 
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The concern will be discussed with representatives of the Elder Board who may 

wish to inquire further into the matter, and only if the Elders deem the concern 

valid will their recommendation of acceptance be withdrawn.  

To facilitate this procedure, the names of all Board recommended applicants for 

membership will be published in the church bulletin three (3) consecutive weeks 

prior to the Business Meeting. 

 

1.2  Membership Status 

 

1.2.1. Active Membership 

 

1.2.2.       Inactive Membership  

- if an Active Member moves away from the Lac La Biche area, they shall 

automatically be re-classified as an Inactive Member when they move. 

- If an Active Member is continuously absent from the church for a period of 12 

months, they shall automatically be re-classified as an Inactive Member.  

(Active Member status shall automatically be regained if they begin to once 

again attend the church. 

- following a period of 12 months as an Inactive Member, a letter will be sent 

advising them of our intent to remove their name from our Membership Roll 

unless they request otherwise. 

 
NOTE: The Elders shall be responsible for initiating and following through with the 

procedure stated above. 

 

1.3  Privileges 

 

1.3.1. Active Members shall qualify to vote in Church Business Meetings. 

 

      1.3.2. Inactive membership: no voting privileges. 

 

1.4  Discipline 

 

1.4.1. If the Pastor, or any member of the Board, or of the Church is found to live or 

teach contrary to the Word of God and the Statement of Faith of this Church, he 

shall be admonished in love.  If there is no repentance, exclusion from the Church 

shall follow according to Matthew 18:15-18; II Corinthians 2:5-11; I Corinthians 

5; Galatians 1-2. 

 

1.4.2. No accusation shall be taken up by the Church against the Pastor or Elders except  

  by the complaint of two (2) or three (3) witnesses.  I Timothy 5:19 

 

1.5  Termination 

 

1.5.1. Anyone who has withdrawn their Membership or had their Membership removed 

shall not have any privileges in any Business session of the Church. 
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1.5.2. Withdrawal from Membership will be accepted upon request and Members will  

  receive a letter of recommendation upon request when moving to other localities  

  or congregations. 

 

 

2.   ORDINANCES 

 

2.1  Baptism 

 

2.1.1. The mode of Water Baptism practiced by this Church shall be immersion upon  

  confession of faith, except when a person's physical condition prohibits   

  immersion.  Other modes of Baptism, if received on confession of faith, are  

  recognized. 

 

2.2  The Lord's Supper 

 

2.2.1. The Lord's Supper shall be celebrated regularly, preferably monthly. Participation 

shall be open to all believers. I Corinthians 11:23-24 

 

 2.3 Marriage 

 

2.3.1 In accordance with what we believe to be the clear teaching of the Holy Bible, the 

Evangelical Free Church of Lac La Biche defines marriage as a public 

covenanting together for life, between one man and one woman who commit to 

live together in an intimate, interdependent relationship of fidelity, mutual care 

and potential procreation.  Marriage is symbolic of the relationship between 

Christ and His church.  

(See Appendix A) 

 

 

3.   PROCEDURE OF BUSINESS MEETINGS 

 

3.1  Notice of Business Meetings 

 

3.1.1. The Church shall be given official notice of each regular Business Meeting at  

  least two (2) weeks prior to the holding of the meeting. 

 

3.1.2. Special meetings may be called on shorter notice, should emergencies arise, at the  

  discretion of the Governing Board. 

 

3.2  Order of Business Meetings 

 

3.2.1. All regular meetings shall include the following: 

- Scripture reading and prayer for spiritual guidance 

- printed Agenda 

 - minutes of previous meetings and current printed reports to be given out 
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prior to the meeting (Financial Ministries report is the only required report 

for the January mtg.) 

- tabled items 

- new business 

 

3.3             Business Meetings 

 

3.3.1. Normal evening meetings start at 7:00P.M. and cease no later than 10:00PM with  

 ten minutes extension to finish business in progress.  Times may be adjusted by 

 the Chairman. 

 

 3.3.2. All ordinary business shall be transacted at the regular Business Meetings of         

the church, of which there shall be three (3) per year (January, April, October). 

 

3.3.3. The January Business Meeting shall include a written report from the Financial 

Coordinator and ratification of the budget and shall be the Annual Business 

Meeting. 

 

3.3.4. The April Business Meeting shall include elections. 

 

3.4  Conduct of Business Meetings 
 

3.4.1. All Business Meetings shall be conducted according to the principles of the New  

  Testament concerning relationships among believers with Robert's Rules of Order 

  as a guideline. 

 

3.4.2. All matters shall be determined by: 

a) a simple majority vote except  

b) by the decision of the session  

c) or when otherwise specified in the By-Laws. 

 

3.4.3. The quorum for all Business Meetings shall be 25% of the Active Members. 

 

3.4.4. Active Members not present at the meeting give silent consent to the decisions of  

  that meeting. 

 

     3.4.5. Active Members who desire to attend a Business Meeting but find it impossible  

  due to one or more of the following reasons:  

    infirmity, 

work commitments, 

out of the area for work, vacation or family commitments 

shall be allowed to vote in advance by written, secret ballot for regular elections,  

calling a pastor or other important items where the issue being voted on is known   

in advance. 

 

3.4.6. A minimum of two (2) scrutineers shall be appointed by the Chairman of the  
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  meeting. 

 

3.4.7. Voting, other than elections, shall generally be by show of hands. However, secret  

  ballot may be requested by a member on any question. 

 

3.5  Elections 

 

3.5.1. Election and calling of a Pastor may take place at a regular or special Business  

  Meeting by voting affirmative or negative on one candidate; but the final vote  

  must be taken by closed ballots and 85% yes vote will be required before a call  

  can be issued.  He shall be called for an indefinite time with three months notice  

  by him or by the Church in case of resignation or of dismissal.  

Upon commencing ministry at the church, a Pastor and their spouse shall be 

received as members of the church. 

 

3.5.2. Dismissal of a Pastor – A member may make a motion at a Business Meeting to 

initiate the dismissal process of a Pastor.  A Special Meeting will be held within  

two (2) weeks to decide on whether the process will proceed.  If the decision is to 

proceed, another Special Meeting will be called within two (2) weeks time to vote 

on a motion to dismiss the Pastor.  The vote will be determined by simple 

majority.  

 

3.5.3. All paid staff will be evaluated annually.  

 

3.5.4.  All other elected persons shall require 51% of total votes cast. 

 

3.5.5. All Board elections shall be for a three (3) year term. 

 

3.5.6. The Chairman will develop a list of people to sit on the Nominating Committee, 

ratified at the October Board Meeting. The list will be posted after the Board 

Meeting. Any two (2) members that want to nominate a church member on to the 

list may do so up until the day before the Business Meeting. All nominees will be 

presented to the membership and four (4) or five (5) members will be elected at 

the October Business Meeting. 

 

3.5.7. The nominating list will be posted by the end of January and closed the date of the 

April Board meeting.  Church members will be able to nominate candidates for 

any of the positions. Notification of the nominating list shall be published in the 

church bulletin. Any individual wishing to nominate must: 

  a) be a church member 

  b) have the person’s permission before they nominate them 

  c) have another member second the nomination 

 

3.5.75 Elders nominate potential Elders, and if someone has a recommendation for a 

potential Elder they may communicate that name to the Elder Board. All potential 

nominees once approved by the Elder Board are then brought forward and voted 
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on by the membership.  

 

      3.5.8. Board positions may succeed themselves only once. No person can serve for more 

  than six (6) consecutive years on the Board unless there are extenuating   

  circumstances. 

 

3.5.9. Special Committees may be elected at any Business session as the need arises. 

 

3.5.10. Transition date for elected officers begin immediately after election. 

 

4. GOVERNING AUTHORITY 

 

4.1  Authority 

 

4.1.1. Christ:  The Lord Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church. 

  "And God placed all things under His feet and appointed (Christ) to be Head over  

  everything for the Church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills  

  everything in every way."  Ephesians 1:22-23 

 

4.1.2. The Congregation shall remain its own highest authority under the Lord Jesus  

  Christ and conduct its business through its business sessions by a Congregational  

  vote. 

 

4.1.3. The Governing Board shall exercise general supervision over the affairs of the  

  Church.  It shall see that the decisions of the Church Business Meetings are  

  carried out, and shall consider and decide routine matters which may arise   

  between regular Congregational Business Meetings. 

 

4.2  Board Member Qualifications  
 

I Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; 2:1-8; I Peter 5:1-9; Acts 6:1-5 

 

4.2.1. Blameless, above reproach (Titus 1:6,7; I Timothy 3:2) 

 

4.2.2. Good marriage relationship - husband of one wife/wife of one husband (Titus 1:6;  

 I Timothy 3:2) 

 

4.2.3. Having children in subjection (Titus 1:6; I Timothy 3:4) 

(see that his children obey him with proper respect) 

 

4.2.4. Not self-willed (not overbearing) (Titus 1:7) 

 

4.2.5. Not quick tempered (Titus 1:7) 

 

4.2.6. Not violent, not quarrelsome (Titus 1:7; I Timothy 3:3) 
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4.2.7. Not pursuing dishonest gain (Titus 1:7; I Timothy 3:3) 

 

4.2.8. Given to hospitality (Titus 1:8; I Timothy 3:2) 

 

4.2.9. One who loves what is good (Titus 1:8) 

 

4.2.10. Upright (Titus 1:8) 

 

4.2.11. Holy (Titus 1:8) 

 

4.2.12. Disciplined (Titus 1:8) 

 

4.2.13. Self-controlled (Titus 1:8; 2:2) 

 

4.2.14 Holding to the faithful Word (Titus 1:9; 2:2) 

 

4.2.15. Able to teach (Titus 1:9; 2:2,3; I Timothy 3:2) 

 

4.2.16. Worthy of respect (I Timothy 3:2) 

 

4.2.17. Teach in accord with sound doctrine (Titus 2:1) 

 

4.2.18. Not be a recent convert (I Timothy 3:6) 

 

4.2.19. Soundness of speech that cannot be condemned 

(I Timothy 3:8; Titus 2:8) 

 

4.2.20. An example of good works (Titus 2:7) 

 

4.2.21. Good reputation with outsiders (I Timothy 3:7; Titus 1:6) 

 

4.2.22. Good report within (Acts 6:3) 

 

4.2.23. Full of the Holy Spirit (Acts 6:3,5; Galatians 5:22,23) 

 

4.2.24. Full of wisdom (Acts 6:3) 

 

4.2.25. Willing to serve (work)  (Acts 6:1-3) 

 

4.2.26. Full of faith (Acts 6:5) 

 

4.2.27. Conduct so as not to cause a brother to stumble 

(Romans 14:21; I Corinthians 8:9) 

 

4.2.28. Member of the Church 
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4.2.29. Displays leadership qualities 

 

4.3  Board Meeting Procedures 
 

4.3.1. Two-thirds (2/3) of the elected Board Members shall constitute a quorum at all 

Board Meetings. 

4.3.2. Regular Board Meetings shall be held on a monthly basis. 

 

4.3.3. A Special Board Meeting may be called by the Chairman when the need arises. 

 

4.4  Board Relationships 
 

4.4.1. Each Coordinator is an ex-officio member to the committees in their department  

  or may be a member of a committee. 

 

4.4.2. Ministry heads, with Coordinator as initiator, meet at least twice a year. 

 

4.4.3. Each Coordinator presents recommendations to the Board from all ministries  

  represented. 

 

4.4.4. The Coordinator of each ministry shall be the liaison person between their   

  ministry and the Governing Board. 

 

4.4.5. Each Coordinator is responsible to the Board. 

 

4.4.6. The Pastors and Chairman are responsible to the congregation. 

 

4.5  Board Structure 

 

4.5.1. The Governing Board shall consist of:  

- the Pastor (non-voting, ex-officio) 

- Associate Pastors (non-voting ex-officio)  

- Chairperson 

- Head Elder 

- Outreach Ministries Coordinator 

- Special Ministries Coordinator,  

- Christian Education Ministries Coordinator 

- Worship Ministries Coordinator 

- Small Group Coordinator 

- Student Ministries Coordinator  

- Finance Ministry Coordinator 

- Property Maintenance Coordinator 

- Manager of Church Operations provides Board support 

 

4.5.2. The Head Elder shall be the Vice-Chairman of the Church and the Governing  

  Board. 
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4.5.3. The Legal Trustees shall be the Church Chairman, the Finance Ministries   

  Coordinator, and the Property Maintenance Coordinator. 

They shall exercise signing authority for all legal documents and papers on behalf 

of the Church in accordance with the wishes of the Church and shall provide for 

the safe keeping of all valuable documents and legal papers. 

4.5.4. Signing authority for bank accounts shall be the Manager of Church Operations,  

  Chairperson, Finance Ministries Coordinator, and the Property Maintenance  

  Coordinator. 

 

4.5.5. The Elder Board shall consist of the Head Elder and a minimum of three elected  

  Elders.  

 

4.5.6. Elected members to non-Board shall consist of: 

- Elders (minimum of 3) 

- Deacons and Deaconesses (minimum of 12 each)  

- Missions Chairperson 

- Evangelism Chairperson 

-  Music Committee Chairperson 

- Sunday School Co-Chairs (adult and children) 

- Financial Secretary 

- Cemetery Committee 

 

4.5.7. The above elected positions shall be for a three (3) year term, and the duration of 

the appointed positions will be up to the discretion of the Coordinator for a 

maximum of three (3) years with no term limit. 

 

4.5.8. All elected members are encouraged, when appropriate, to involve their spouse in  

  their ministry. 

 

4.5.9. Duties of Officers are listed in a supplement known as Job Descriptions. 

 

 

      5.  COMMITTEES 

  - are listed in a supplement known as The Organizational Structure.   

 

      6.  PERSONNEL 

 

Personnel Committee: 
a) Consists of up to five (5) persons, two of whom are to be the Chairman of the 

Board and the Head Elder 

b) the Chairman of the Board is to serve as Personnel Committee chair  

c) a minimum of three (3) must be members, and the non-board members must 

agree with our Statement of Faith 

d) The Board appoints all members 
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APPENDIX A 

EFC of Lac La Biche  

Statement of Beliefs on human sexuality and gender roles 

- an adaptation of the Nashville Statement, published by CBMW on August 29, 2017 

Preamble 

Secularism presents a great challenge to the Christian church.  Will the church of the Lord Jesus 

Christ lose her biblical conviction, clarity, and courage, and blend into the spirit of the age?  Or 

will she hold fast to the words of life, draw courage from Jesus, and unashamedly proclaim His 

way as the way of life?  Will she maintain her clear, counter-cultural witness to a world that 

seems bent on ruin? We are persuaded that faithfulness in our generation means declaring once 

again the true story of the world and of our place in it–particularly as male and female.  Our true 

identity, as male and female persons, is given by God.  It is not only foolish, but hopeless, to try 

to make ourselves what God did not create us to be. We believe that God’s design for His 

creation and His way of salvation serve to bring Him the greatest glory and bring us the greatest 

good.  God’s good plan provides us with the greatest freedom.  Jesus said He came that we might 

have life and have it in overflowing measure.  He is for us and not against us.  Therefore, in the 

hope of serving Christ’s church and witnessing publicly to the good purposes of God for human 

sexuality revealed in Christian Scripture, we offer the following: 

 Article 1 

WE BELIEVE that God has designed marriage to be a covenantal, sexual, procreative, lifelong 

union of one man and one woman, as husband and wife, and is meant to signify the covenant 

love between Christ and his bride the church. We believe that marriage is not just a mere human 

contract, but rather is covenant made before God, and that it is not to be homosexual, 

polygamous, or polyamorous relationship. 

Genesis 2:20-25 

Matthew 19:6 

Ephesians 5:25-27 

1 Corinthians 6:18-20 

1 Corinthians 7:2-3 

1 Corinthians 6:10

Article 2 

WE BELIEVE that God’s revealed will for all people is chastity outside of marriage and fidelity 

within marriage. 

Hebrews 13:4 

Article 3 

WE BELIEVE that God created Adam and Eve, the first human beings, in his own image, equal 

before God as persons, and distinct as male and female. 

WE BELIEVE that the divinely ordained differences between male and female are equal in 

dignity and worth. 

Genesis 1:26-38 Genesis 2:7
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Article 4 

WE BELIEVE that divinely ordained differences between male and female reflect God’s original 

creation design and are meant for human good and human flourishing. 

Genesis 2:18 Genesis 2:20-22 Genesis 5:1-2

Article 5 

WE BELIEVE that the differences between male and female reproductive structures are integral 

to God’s design for self-conception as male or female. 

Genesis 1:27 

Matthew 19:4-6 

Ephesians 5:31 

Hebrews 13:4

Article 6 

WE BELIEVE that those born with a physical disorder of sex development are created in the 

image of God and have dignity and worth equal to all other image-bearers.  The ambiguities 

related to a person’s biological sex do not render one incapable of living a fruitful life in joyful 

obedience to Christ. 

Matthew 19:11-12 Isaiah 56:3-8

Article 7 

WE BELIEVE that self-conception as male or female should be defined by God’s holy purposes 

in creation and redemption as revealed in Scripture. And to adopt a homosexual or transgender 

self-conception is not consistent with God’s holy purposes in creation and redemption. 

Psalm 139:13-18 

Article 8 

WE BELIEVE that people who experience sexual attraction for the same sex may live a rich and 

fruitful life pleasing to God through faith in Jesus Christ, as they, like all Christians, walk in 

purity of life. We believe that although sexual attraction for the same sex is not a part of the 

natural goodness of God’s original creation, it does not put a person outside the hope of the 

Gospel.  

Romans 8:18-21 

Article 9 

WE BELIEVE that sin distorts sexual desires by directing them away from the marriage 

covenant and toward sexual immorality— a distortion that includes both heterosexual and 

homosexual immorality. 

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 
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Article 10 

WE BELIEVE that it is sinful to approve of homosexual immorality or transgenderism and that 

such approval constitutes an essential departure from Christian faithfulness and witness. 

Leviticus 18:22 Romans 1:18-27 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

Article 11 

WE BELIEVE that our duty to speak the truth in love always, including when we speak to or 

about one another as male or female. 

Genesis 1:26-27 Matthew 19:4-6 

Article 12 

WE BELIEVE that the grace of God in Christ gives both merciful pardon and transforming 

power, and that this pardon and power enable a follower of Jesus to put to death sinful desires 

and to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord. 

 

1 John 1:9 

Titus 2:11-12 

Article 13 

WE BELIEVE that the grace of God in Christ enables sinners to forsake transgender self- 

conceptions and by divine forbearance to accept the God-ordained link between one’s biological 

sex and one’s self-conception as male or female. 

Ephesians 4:20-24 

Article 14 

WE BELIEVE that Christ Jesus has come into the world to save sinners and that through Christ’s 

death and resurrection forgiveness of sins and eternal life are available to every person who 

repents of sin and trusts in Christ alone as Savior, Lord, and supreme treasure. 

Romans 3:23-26 
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