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Bishop Robert Schnase in his book,
“Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations:
Revised and Updated”: offers these insights
on Hospitality…Meditate and be provoked
by these…”An invitation is not complicated.
In the first chapter of John’s gospel, Jesus’
invitation was simple: “Come and see”
(John 1:39). His disciples then used the
same language to invite others. People don’t
need to know the answers to all the questions of faith to invite someone. They
don’t need to exaggerate or persuade or say more than is true. They simply
and naturally find their own way of saying to those with whom they share
common activities, “Come and see.”…People have no reluctance telling others
where they get their hair cut, where they get their car fixed, where they like to
eat. And yet, concerning the most important relationship Christian disciples
have—the one to God through Christ’s community—they feel hesitant to
speak. They don’t want to appear pushy or sound fanatically religious. But
think of all that relationship to God means, the perspective of faith, the
understandings of life, the relationships formed, the sense of meaning and
connection and contribution. Why wouldn’t we desire these things for the
people we share our lives with?...Pray and rehearse and commit yourself to
invite them to [“Come and See” at first United Methodist Church]…Jesus also
sends us out in his name. To ‘go and do” does not have to be difficult…and it’s
not a complicated task. Jesus sent his disciples out “to every town and place
where he intended to go” (Luke 10:1). Imagine how differently we would
behave toward our neighbors and those we regularly encounter through our
work, leisure activities, and hobbies if we view ourselves as being sent by
Christ into these spaces and relationships. The neighborhood where you live,
the place where you work, and every place you go is a place where Jesus
himself intends to go. He’s sending you on his behalf as a disciple, an
ambassador, with a message of grace, peace, and reconciliation. The smallest
act of everyday discipleship can have a huge impact on the life of another, and
on your own. Go, and Do!”
Taking God seriously and apprenticing with Jesus leads us to the practice and
experience of Radical Hospitality at Columbia First United Methodist Church,
in Columbia, Mississippi, throughout Marion County, and into the WorldParish…Indeed, Come and See, Go and Do! Love All Around, your friend and
pastor, Mike…

BLOOD DRIVE
PRAYER CONCERNS
HOSPITALS
AT HOME:
Edith McMurray, Mike
Ginn, Glenda Prillhart,
Sonny Branch, Jim Bullock
(son of Pat), Beth Barnes,
Mike Price, Spooky Sims,
John Toney, Martha
Morrow, James Glyn
Fortenberry, Frances
Campbell, Jane Martin,
Shirley Wooten , Angela
Lewis, Floanne Kersh, John
Waits, Lucas Porter, Tom
McNeese, Doris Phelps,
Kathy & Dennis Malone,
Cliff Woods, Brian Moree,
Amy Pollan, Betty Aurant,
Durr Walker, Ramie
Stringer, Kaitlyn Wright,
Monique Goar, Sabastian
Blanchard, Sarah Davis,
Brenda Griner, Brian
Jackson, Grace Bourne
(sister-in-law of Robert.
SHUT INS
The Grove
Greta Dick, Georgetta
Kuykendall, Helen Oglesbee,
Angela Varnado
The Myrtles
Carolyn Powers
Wesley Manor
Lina Fortenberry
Coppell Texas
Maryann Hyatt

Monday, October 15th
3:00 p.m. till 8:00 p.m.
Please contact Scarlett Gafford, or
Terry & Jim Robbins to sign up!

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2018
ORGAN REPORT
Total cost for
Organ Repairs

OFFICE HOURS

$56,000.00

Please remember that
the office is closed on
Monday’s until 10:30
a.m. or until accounting
is completed. Please
hold your calls or visits
until after this time.

Total received
to date
$ 35,227.78

Worship 110
Sunday School 47
Contributions $ 6,182.00
Radio $ 250.00
Parking Lot $ 6,000.00
Youth $ 50.00
Memorials $ 135.00
Year to date contributions
$ 240,784.68
Year to date expenses
$257,369.15

YOUTH NEWS

1 – Amanda & Brian
Woods
4 – Daniel Dewitt, Shirley
& John Wooten
5 – Dawn Rowell
6 – Vickie Price, Elizabeth
Seymour
7 – Danny Price, Janet &
Danny Price
9 – Janis Fortenberry,
Jackie Stovall, Brian
Woods
10 – Angel Herring,
Maggie Herring
11 – Judy Griffith
13 – Maria Edwards
14 – Kathy & Jason
Howell
15 – Louise Brown,
Dennis Pittman
16 – Mary Nell & Bruce
Livingston
17 – Phoenix Blackard,
Charlie Strickland,
Amanda Woods
19 – Darren Hathorn,
Laura & Matt Hough
20 – Warren Oglesbee,
Irene & Blair Powers,
Nancy Robinson
22 – Allison Foxworth
23 – Rhonda Livingston
24 – Bobby Armstrong
25 – Sarah Bullock
26 – Jackson Lintner,
Janet Price
28 – Charles Rogers
29 – Cass Barnes

Our fall programming is officially under way as of this
past week! We kicked off our Sunday nights with
lesson 1 of our Feed the Dog study, which reminds us
that the dog we feed (the flesh or the spirit) will be the one
who grows. And we had a great Christmas Variety show planning
meeting and have many great new ideas for the 12/19 show. Mark your
calendars now before they get filled- you know how quickly that can happen! 
Wednesday, our youth groups will begin a series on the Fruits of the Spirit. These
lessons will be a nice complement to the Sunday night series. There is a weekly
devotional that accompanies the Sunday night series. Encourage your youth to
participate fully and complete those one-page devotionals at home each week!
Money and a head count for the Tim Hawkins comedy show at Temple Baptist Church
will be due this Wednesday. Youth will pay $10 toward the ticket cost, and this must be
turned in advance. There is the risk of this show selling out, so tickets must be
purchased in in advance. As always, friends are welcome. And any parents who want
to tag along are sure to enjoy the evening, as well!
Snack supper servers needed for the following nights in September:
Sunday, 9/9
Sunday, 9/16
If you’re interested in serving, please let me know!
Have a great week! Mrs. Angel

The Shrimp Boil is right around
the corner and we are about to
get busy! Looking forward to
another great year of fun and
fellowship as we prepare for
what lies ahead. Tickets will be
given out this Sunday,
September 16th, food
preparation to be made, cakes
to be donated, signs to put out,
etc., looking forward to another
successful Shrimp Boil!

2018

9/12 - Pulled Pork Bar –
9/19 – Tamale Pie (cheese pizza for the children)
9/26 – Fried Chicken Sandwiches, Chips & Dips
10/2 – Pot luck – Please bring a dish or dessert to
serve eight.
Don’t forget to call the church office and sign up if
you would like to eat or if you want to be on the
permanent list just let us know. The deadline to sign
up or be removed from the list is Tuesday at 9:00 a.m.

Annual Shrimp Boil 2018
We are having our Shrimp Boil on October 11
and we need you!!
TICKET DISTRIBUTION FOR SALES:
Sunday, September 16
WE NEED CAKES: If you are willing to donate
a cake or cakes for the Shrimp Boil, please
contact Ruth Oswalt for the church office.
Saturday, October 6 at 9:30 a.m.
We will make sauce and put in containers.
Wednesday, October 10 at 9:30 a.m.
We will put slaw in containers.
Thursday, October 11 at 12:00 p.m.
We will begin filling shrimp plates
Please come and help as much as you would
like to. We are not going to mail out letters
so we can save the postage. We have such
a good time working together and we
look forward to seeing you.
The Shrimp Boil Committee
(put this on your refrigerator)

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2018
9:45 a.m. – Sunday School
10:45 a.m. - Worship Service
3:00 p.m. – Lay Leadership Meeting
4:00 p.m. – Youth Christmas Show Variety
5:00 p.m. – Youth Bible Study/Snack Supper
Monday, SEPTEMBER 17, 2018
1:00 p.m. – Living Prayer Study
Tuesday, SEPTEMBER 18, 2018
6:00 p.m. – Disciple Bible Study (green)
Wednesday, SEPTEMBER 19, 2018
9:00 a.m. - XYZ
3:00 p.m. – Children’s WWW
3:30 p.m. – Jr. High WWW
5:15 p.m. – WWW Supper
6:00 p.m. - Program
6:00 p.m. – Sr. High Bible Study
6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, SEPTEMBER 20, 2018
4:30 p.m. – Finance Meeting
5:30 p.m. – Staff Parish Meeting
Friday, SEPTEMBER 21, 2018
No Scheduled Activities
Saturday, September 22, 2018
No Scheduled Activities
Sunday, September 23, 2018
9:45 p.m. – Sunday School
10:55 p.m. – Worship Service
3:00 p.m. – Lay Leadership Meeting
4:00 p.m. – Youth Christmas Show Variety
5:00 p.m. – Youth Bible Study/Snack Supper
Monday, September 24, 2018
1:00 p.m. – Living Prayer Study
5:30 p.m. – Administrative Council
Tuesday, September 25, 2018
6:00 p.m. – Tuesday Night Disciple Bible Study
Wednesday, September 26, 2018
9:00 a.m. - XYZ
3:00 p.m. – Children’s WWW
3:30 p.m. – Jr. High WWW
5:15 p.m. – WWW Supper
6:00 p.m. - Program
6:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. – Sr. High Bible Study
Thursday, September 27, 2018
No Scheduled Activities
Friday, September 28, 2018
No Scheduled Activities
Saturday, September 29, 2018
No Scheduled Activities

NOTES MUSIC
In Select Hymns: with Tunes Annext (1761), John Wesley included “Directions for
Singing,” in which he lays out seven principles for singing hymns. These directions
are printed on p. vii of our United Methodist Hymnal. Barbara Lott and I recently
discussed the importance of congregational singing, and she cited the fourth
principle to me, which is to “sing lustily” and “with good courage.” “Beware of
singing as if you were half-dead or half-asleep; but lift up your voice with strength.” While my
hope is that we will fill our church with the sounds of a joyful congregational choir, singing
“lustily” each week, I also pray that we will grow to “sing spiritually,” as Wesley suggests in
direction number seven, with “an eye to God in every word that [we] sing.” Our corporate
singing should be a cheerful expression of worship through melody, harmony, and rhythm, but
also a manifestation of our unity with one another and our love of God. Take a moment this
Sunday to open your hymnal and read all seven directions as you prepare for our song service.
And, if you would like to read more, check out John Wesley’s “Directions for Singing:” Methodist
Hymnody as an Expression of Methodist Beliefs in Thought and Practice, Martin V. Clarke.
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord.” (Psalm 100:1, KJV)
Respectfully,
Susan Smith

We extend Christian
Love and Sympathy
to Dick Jordan and
family in the recent
loss of Mrs. Mary
Jordan. Please keep
Dick and his family
in your prayers.

CHURCH LIBRARY
We offer our sincerest appreciation to
David Lewis on his recent donation to
the church library of the NIV Audio
Bible. This collection will be given to
Donna Fite as the church librarian and it
will be made available for checkout.
Please be sure to check out the Church
Library! It is located in the Education
Building. Lots of good books to read!

SEPTEMBER MEETINGS
Sunday, 16th
Lay Leadership Meeting
Thursday, 20th
Finance Meeting 4:30 p.m.
Staff Parish Meeting 5:30 p.m.
Monday, 24th
Administrative Council 5:30 p.m. – Wesley Center

FIRST United Methodist Church
411 Church Street
P.O. Box 585
Columbia, MS 39429

CHILDREN’S CORNER
The threat of bad weather kept us away from WWW last week
but we are back this week with our last lesson on Parables. We have
heard the stories of The Lost Sheep, The Good Samaritan and this
week we will hear about the Wise and Foolish Man. We have so much
fun, rain or shine, come join us! If you know of a child K4-5 th grades
that would like to come to WWW each week, invite them! We would
love to have them! We are getting in the Christmas spirit this week
with preparations for our annual Christmas program. Don’t miss out!
57 name cards were taken in the past few weeks. Thank you to
all of you who have committed to praying for the kids in our WWW
program. Keep your cards where you
will see them and remember to pray
for their families, school and spiritual
lives as we share the love of Jesus
with them each week. What a
blessing it is to know that others love
and care for our children!
Have a great week! Keleigh

