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What I’ve Learned from Coffee with the Pastor Meetings 
 In my last newsletter article, I told you about six opportunities to gather 
with a group of about 10 of your fellow church members for coffee and 
conversation at the parsonage. To date, 61 of you have signed up to attend one of 
these coffees. They last exactly 90 minutes and are co-hosted by a member of our 
Staff Parish Relations Committee. In them, we discuss what we love about our 
church, do some teaching around where and how our Mission Shares, or 
Apportionment monies are spent, and we discuss the possibility of First United 
Methodist Church disaffiliating from the United Methodist denomination. 
Disaffiliation is when a church decides it no longer wants to be a United Methodist 
Church and wishes to be independent from the denomination. Once disaffiliation 
occurs, a church is free to remain an independent entity or affiliate with another 
denomination. 
 So far three groups have met together with me at the parsonage. What I’ve 
learned, first and foremost, is how very much this congregation loves its church, its 
people, its missions and ministries, and its place in the community. I ground all my 
hopes and dreams for the future of this church in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and in 
the devotion and love you have expressed for FUMC. It is this love that will get us 
through the hard conversations. 
 I’ve also learned that there is a lot of misinformation out there about what 
exactly disaffiliation means. I’ve learned that some people don’t think we should 
be having this conversation at all, some people want to remain United Methodist, 
some people wish to disaffiliate, and some people feel like they don’t have enough 
information yet to make a decision. We’re really all over the board on this issue. 
 If you’ve not already signed up for a coffee, please call the church office 
and get your name on one of the remaining dates. I’ve added a seventh option on 
Sunday, November 6, from 5:00-6:30 p.m. In November, we will have an 
opportunity to view six short videos with responses that will give us even more 
information. On Saturday, December 10, at 10:00 a.m. there will be an 
informational meeting with MS Conference Treasurer David Stotts and Brookhaven 
District Superintendent Lindsey Robinson on the technical process of disaffiliation. 
In addition, we will host a “town hall” type meeting for the church to ask questions 
and give members an opportunity to express ideas and suggestions on whether we 
should disaffiliate or not. 
 No one is making us have these conversations. They are in response to the 
many members who have contacted me personally stating that our church needs to 
at least gather the information and be in discernment about this.  
 I hope this has been helpful and I hope you will sign up for a Coffee soon. 
With thanksgiving for the ministry we share together, I wish you 
Deep peace, 
Heather Hensarling 

 



                                                          

 

        

 

 

    

 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
Sunday, October 16, 2022 

                       

Contributions  
$ 3768.10 

(includes designated givings) 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATE 
$331,645.10 

(includes all income) 
 

EXPENSES TO DATE 
$ 359,223.50 

 
 

   
 

 
Family of Mike Ginn, Lucinda Badon, Dee Dee Neese, Cindy Raines, Todd Pigott, 
John Henry Wooten, Carol Seymour, Jennifer Styron, Helen Hunt (sister of Kathy 
Jones), Floyd and Mary Daley, Jimmy Walker, John Fumbanks Jr., The Ellis 
Family, Taylor and Chelsea Gaughf, Phylis Wood, Bobby Neinast, Aubrey 
Mitchell, Ben Ford, Jerry Fitch, Scott Arinder, Raven Smith, Cindy McIntyre, Violet 
Garrison and family, Ryleigh Turnage, Kent Stogner, Tara Ard, Wayne & Mary 
Sturdivant, Fran Ginn, the people of Ukraine and World Peace. 

(please let us know if there are any additions or deletions 
so we can get the prayer list up to date.) 

    SHUT INS: 
    THE GROVE  
    Georgetta Kuykendall, Angela Varnado 
    WESLEY MANOR  
    Lina Fortenberry 
    LAKELAND FLORIDA  
    Joe Pierce 
    THE GROVE 
    Ruby Moody 
    THE MYRTLES 
    Gail Houston 
    Carolyn Boyles 
     
 

 
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
2022 

 

October 20- Helen Little, Sophie 
Beisel 22- Laurie Harvey, Rand 
Mikell 25- Darsey Jane Hough  
26- Ollie Herring 27- Ann Pittman 
30- Heather Singley November  
1-Terry Robbins 2- Doyle 
Bradshaw, Simon Herring 3- Irene 
Powers 4- Charlie and Pat 
Strickland 5- John Wilkinson, 
Robby Sandifer 8-Angelia Martin, 
Stave Hathorn 12- Jimmy Bullock 
14- Hannah Harvey, Pat 
Strickland, Scott Hathorn 15- 
Brandon Thornhill  18- Katie 
Kennedy 20- Alex Smith 21- 
Wayne Sturdivant 22- Shelton Ball 
23- Mary Lintner 26- Violet 
Blackard 30- Mary Vic Dantin 

 
If you have someone you would 
like to add to the prayer list, 
please give us their name and 
address so we can send them a 
card. Also, so we can keep our 
list up to date let the church 
office know when or if they 
need to be removed. 

 
 

Bulletin/Newsletter Deadlines 
*All email communications should 
be sent to 
office@fumccolumbia.org.   
*All information for the bulletin 
should be received by 8 a.m. 
Thursdays. 
*All information for the Newsletter 
should be received by noon on 
Mondays. 

 

 

 

 

November 

Our greatest need at this time 
is Pancake Mix and Pancake 

Syrup.  All donations are 
greatly appreciated. 



                                                          

                                                          

 
        
Sunday, October 30, 2022 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. – Worship (5th Sunday Sing) 
 4:00 p.m. – Trunk or Treat 
 6:30 p.m.- Youth Fall Party 
Monday, October 31, 2022 
  No Scheduled Activities 
Tuesday, November 1, 2022 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 8:30 a.m. – Food Pantry Vouchers 
 Wednesday, November 2, 2022 
 9:00 a.m. – XYZ 
 3:00 p.m. - WWW 
 4:00 p.m. – Men’s and Ladies’ Quartets 
 5:00 p.m. – Susan and Beth Rehearsal 
 5:15 p.m. – Wednesday Supper 
 6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir 
 7:30 p.m. – Lessons and Carol Practice 
Thursday, November 3, 2022 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
Friday, November 4, 2022 
 No Scheduled Activities 
Saturday, November 5, 2022 
 No Scheduled Activities 
 

 
 
 
   
     
 
   
     
 
                                            
                                                                                        
  
 
                                                                                       
  
  
 
  
              

 

 

 
 

 

Thank you to those who donated items for our youth to take 
to The Grove. We had more than enough candy and plenty 
of goodies for the residents we visited. We have some true 
naturals in our group who were very at ease interacting with 
the residents, and I was very proud of all of them to stretch 
themselves, knock on doors, and introduce themselves.  
Many of the folks we visited wanted to know which church 
we were representing, and we even made some connections 
to friends and church members on more than one occasion. 

The youth have been asked to help run the cake walk at this 
year’s Trunk or Treat, which is scheduled for 10/30.  I’d 
love to have all involved and do our part to make the event 
super fun and memorable for our church’s and community’s 
children.  Let me know if you’d like to help! 

Have a great week! 

Mrs. Angel 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday thru Thursday: 
 8 a.m.–4 p.m.  
(closed for lunch from noon-1) 
Fridays: 
 8 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 

Blood Drive Update 

Very special thanks to all that donated 
to the blood drive.  It was a very 
successful drive. We were able to 
meet our goal thanks to you!!    

Jim, Terry and Scarlett, Health and 
Welfare committee.   
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 585 
411 CHURCH STREET 
COLUMBIA, MS 39429 
 

Make plans to join us for our annual trunk or treat, Sunday, October 30th from 4-6pm. We will have free 
food and drinks, a cake walk, plenty of candy and games! Please commit to parking your car and 
decorating for trunk to treat.  
Have a great week! 
Keleigh 



                                                          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Administrative Council Report 

● The council passed a motion to demolish the Warren property. The Trustees 
have been asked to obtain information about costs of demolition and local 
government procedures before action is taken. 
● Staff Parish is looking for a custodian that can also provide light maintenance. 
Facebook advertisements will begin soon. 
● Our church will begin meeting a community need by being a Unit Charter for 
Boy 
Scouts and a meeting place for Girl Scouts. 
● Family Life and Missions are working together on having a church float for the 
Christmas Parade. 
● The Armour of God Bible Study sponsored by Missions and Agape will continue 
to meet on Tuesday from 11:30a.m.-1:00 p.m. through the end of October. 
● Family Life and Children are working together with First Baptist to have a fun 
and 
exciting Trunk or Treat on Sunday, October 30th. 
Please contact a member of Administrative Council if you have any questions or 
suggestions. 

 

A Note from Last Week’s Bible Study, James 3:1-12 

Several have asked for copies of two outside references I shared at the October 12 Bible Study. Here 
they are. 

From Bernard Meltzer: 

“Before you speak, ask yourself these questions: Is it true?; Is it kind?; Is it necessary?; Is it helpful? If 
the answer to any of these is no, then maybe it should be left unsaid.” 

COMMUNITY COMMENT COVENANT 

 I will speak for myself only, avoiding broad generalizations, and using “I” language to express 
my comments (i.e., “I believe,” “I feel”). 

 I will express myself with civility, courtesy, and respect for every member of the community, 
especially toward those with whom I disagree, even if I feel disrespected by them. (Romans 
12:17-21) 

 I will express disagreements with other members’ ideas without insulting, mocking, or slandering 
them personally. (Matthew 5:22) 

 I will not exaggerate others’ beliefs nor make unfounded prejudicial assumptions based on 
labels, categories, or stereotypes. I will always extend the benefit of the doubt. (Ephesians 4:29) 

 I will hold others accountable on comments that violate these principles, based not on what 
ideas are expressed but on how they are expressed. (2 Thessalonians 3:13-15) 

 



                                                          

 

 

  

 

Music Notes 
 
"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid." (John 14:27) KJV 
 
 
 
 

 
 
As always, one of the most requested songs for any Fifth Sunday Sing is "It is Well with My Soul." Many of you know 
the story behind the writing of  this famous hymn, but it certainly bears repeating.  We all experience tragic, 
heartbreaking, and even devastating events in our lives from time to time. Still, I can’t imagine living through the 
circumstances that the hymn writer Horatio Spafford experienced in 1871.   
 
Spafford was a prominent lawyer in Chicago, specializing in national and international law.  He also had extensive real 
estate holdings, taught Sunday School, was an ardent supporter of the Chicago YMCA, and was a trustee of the 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  He counted Ira Sankey and Dwight L. Moody as friends and colleagues.  Despite all 
his success, from 1871 to 1880, Spafford experienced disasters on a biblical scale.  In 1871, he purchased a great deal of 
real estate in Lincoln Park and the northern lake shore.  Later that same year, however, the Great Fire of Chicago 
destroyed most of the Spafford’s real estate and his law office.  Naturally, Spafford was devastated and mired in debt, but 
he arranged a European vacation in France and Switzerland for his family. The travelling party included his wife, Anna, 
their four daughters, a governess, plus various other friends.  They were sailing on the luxurious ship, Ville du Havre.  
 
On November 22, 1873, a Scottish iron ship, the Loch Earn, struck the Ville Havre, instantly killing many of the sleeping 
passengers, including all four of the Spafford girls.  Only Anna, the mother, survived.  She later wrote, “The dear children 
were so brave. They died praying. Annie said to Maggie and me just before we were swept off the steamer, “Don’t be 
frightened, Maggie, God will take care of us, we can trust Him; and you know, Mama, the sea is His, and He made it.” 
These were her last words. Maggie and Bessie prayed very sweetly.” On December 1873, Anna sent a brief telegram to 
her husband, saying, “Saved alone.” Of course, Spafford left immediately to find Anna. When passing over the spot where 
the ship had gone down, Spafford wrote the following: “On Thursday last we passed over the spot where she went down, 
in mid-ocean, the water three miles deep. But I do not think of our dear ones there. They are safe, folded, the dear lambs, 
and there, before very long, shall we be too.  In the meantime, thanks to God, we have an opportunity to serve and praise 
Him for His love and mercy to us and ours. “I will praise Him while I have my being.”  May we each other arise, leave 
all, and follow Him." 
 
You might think the Spafford's tragedies were over, but not so.  In 1875, they lost their four-year-old son to scarlet fever.  
Two years later, Spafford penned “It Is Well with My Soul” in honor of his four daughters. After a devastating fire, near 
bankruptcy, and the deaths of five children, Horatio Spafford was still able to say, “It Is Well with My Soul."  No matter 
what you are facing, remember Psalm 46:1-3: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore, 
will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; Though the 
waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof." Indeed, “It Is Well with My 
Soul." 
 
"Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness: come before His presence with singing." 
(Psalm 100:1-2, KJV) 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Susan 
 


