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First United  Methodist Church
First United Methodist Church exists to bring people to Jesus and 

membership in His church, help them to mature in Christ and grow in 
grace, and equip them to discover and to use their gifts in ministry in the 

church and in the world for the glory of God.

The Practice of Risk-Taking Mission and Service: 
Loving and Serving Others 

Excerpts from:  
"Five Practices of Fruitful Living" 

(by: Bishop Robert Schnase) 
Service refers to the volunteer impulse animated by the Spirit of God 

that causes people to offer their time, energy, and leadership to help their 
congregations and communities thrive. Through service, we become “doers of the 

word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22), putting our faith into practice in concrete and 
visible ways. The church fulfills its mission through the active, altruistic, generous offering 
of mind, muscle, and spirit by people who sing in the choir, chair committees, manage 
rummage sales, assist with ushering, visit homebound members, coach soccer, paint the 
classrooms, and greet visitors. Service strengthens congregations and changes the lives 
of those who offer it. 
Mission turns service outward and focuses beyond the walls of the congregation. Mission 
extends God’s love to the people of the community, the nation, and the world, and refers to 
the positive difference we make in the lives of others, whether or not they will ever become 
part of the community of faith. Mission involves our deliberate effort to improve the 
conditions of others; to relieve suffering; confront injustice; heal disease; and assist during 
times of crisis, loss, or grief. Mission pulls us out of ourselves and connects us with people 
we don’t know. Service and mission are grace driven, propelled by God’s love for all 
people. 
Jesus pushes us to extend our empathy to those not already in our circle of concern, and 
invites us to inspire others to do the same. “Here is a simple rule of thumb for your 
behavior: Ask yourself what you want people to do for you; then grab the initiative and do it 
for them! If you only love the loveable, do you expect a pat on the back?...Help without 
expecting a return. You’ll never—I promise—regret it’’ (Luke 6:31-36, The Message). 
The Practice of Risk-Taking Mission and Service pushes us out of our comfort zone 
and into places we would never go on our own. Those who practice Risk-Taking Mission 
and Service place themselves in situations that will change their minds. They voluntarily 
set aside their own convenience for a higher purpose. They follow Jesus into areas they 
would not tread on their own volition. They practice service with passion and intentionality, 
pouring themselves out for others. They go where Jesus leads, even when it is 
uncomfortable, awkward, unexpected, and costly. They risk! 

Continued on Page 2 

NEWSLETTER                                                                                                                OCTOBER 11, 2017

http://www.fumccolumbia.org
http://www.fumccolumbia.org


Continued from Page 1

A Teacher’s Lesson: One rainy night I started up the stairwell to my seminary apartment when I encountered one of my 
theology professors. Dr. D was one of the most respected theologians of his generation, and I was completely surprised 
to see him in a student dorm. Dressed in his suit and tie from his day’s teaching and covered by a wet overcoat, he was 
carrying bags of groceries up the stairs. I offered to help, and as we walked together I heard the story. The wife of a 
student had become gravely ill and was undergoing cancer treatment. They had been much in our prayers. Dr. D had 
visited with them, and offered to help in any way he could. As a result, he went shopping for them after he finished his 
classes. He’d been doing this for weeks. Nothing I learned from him in the courses he taught had as much personal 
impact on me as finding him in that staircase on a cold, rainy night. 
Risk-Taking Mission and Service are where courage and joy intermingle. Our relationship with God and the 
community of Christ fosters confidence and hope. God’s Spirit turns dentists into team leaders for Habitat for Humanity, 
school teachers into clinic hosts, store clerks into language tutors, accountants into Big Brothers, college professors into 
volunteer prison chaplains, car salesmen into cooks for mission teams, retired folks into literacy tutors, and can change 
you into something you can’t now imagine. 

Are you willing to put yourself in a situation that may cause you to change your mind?! 
What portion of the world has God given you to transform?! 

In Serving we mediate the grace of God! 
(by: Bishop Robert Schnase) 

I’ll love and serve with you at First United Methodist Church, where we aspire to give God all 
we’ve got; to mature as faithful, fruitful disciples of Jesus Christ; and to go and make 
disciples for the transformation of the world! Our Vision is to love and serve others! Our 4 
Core Values: 1) Love – The Great Commandment; 2) Generosity – The Great Commitment; 3) 
Justice – The Great Requirement; 4) Apprenticeship as Discipleship – The Great Commission! 
Love All Around! Your friend and pastor, Mike! 

Our BLOOD DRIVE is scheduled for this 
Monday, October 16 from 3:30 p.m. till  8:00 

p.m. in the Wesley Center.  Please know that 
these Blood Drives are provided to help 
others but also for the members of our 

church body.  This Blood Drive guarantees 
that if any of our church members are ever in 
need of blood it will be provided.  We need at 
least 20 units of blood.  If you would like to 

give, please contact Scarlett Gafford at 
601-736-0244 or go to www.bloodhero.com 
(sponsor code: columbiafumc).  As always, 

your participation in this is greatly 
appreciated.
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
Judy Easterling, Mike Sahler, Betty Upton, Sharon Kittrell, Misty Ellis, Kelli 
Pigott Stehling, Mallory Broomfield, Brian Moree, Bill Pierce, Amy Pollan, 
Betty Arrant, LeWynn Melson, Durr Walker, Kathy & Dennis Malone, Mary 

Thompson, Josh Zurich & family, Spooky Sims, Ramie Stringer, Jane Martin, 
John Waits, Shirley Wooten, Lucas Porter, Tom McNeese, Tom Shows, Edith McMurray, 
Doris Phelps, Doug Phelps, Angela Lewis, Kaitlyn Wright, Karon Ryals, Monique Goar, 
Wesley Moudy, Lisa McGloflin, Sabastian Blanchard, Sarah Davis, Brenda Griner, Debbie 
Price, Brian Jackson, Martha Stephens, Shirley & John Grace, Madelyn Halford, Logan 
Byrne, Gary Rush, Mary Ann Nicholson, Theresa Edwards, Toni Marino, Faith Johnson, 
Abbey Talia, Peyton Grooms, Kalyn Boyd, Kenneth Eaves, Jennifer Albritton, Paula 
Melerine, Eddie Buckley, Rose Ishmael, Garland Hilton, Kathleen Merritt. 

SHUT INS 
The Grove - Rheda Carter, Greta Dick, James Glyn Fortenberry, Georgette Kuykendall, Helen 
Oglesbee,   
Angela Varnado 
The Myrtles - Dot Young 
Wesley Manor - Lina Fortenberry, Maryann Hyatt 
Bedford Care Hattiesburg - Carolyn Powers 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2017 
   9:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
  10:00 a.m. - Youth Sunday School 
  10:55 a.m. - Worship Service 
    2:30 p.m. - Lay Leadership Meeting 
    4:15 p.m. - Sticks Practice - Jr. High 
    5:00 p.m. - Jr. High Youth Choir 
    5:00 p.m. - Sr. High Bible Study 
    5:45 p.m. - Snack Supper 
 MONDAY, OCTOBER 16,  2017 
    3:30 p.m. - Blood Drive 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2017 
  8:00 a.m. - Methodist Movers 
  6:00 p.m. - Fast Track Evening Study 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2017 
  9:00 a.m. - XYZ 
  3:00 p.m. - Children’s WWW 
  3:00 p.m. - Jr. High WWW 
  5:00 p.m. - Sr. High to Franklinton Fair 
  5:15 p.m. - WWW Supper   
  6:00 p.m. - Bible Study & Prayer Time 
  6:00 p.m. - Kouth 
  6:30 p.m. - Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2017 
  8:00 a.m. - Methodist Movers 
  9:30 a.m. - Fast Track Morning Study 
  4:30 p.m. - Finance Meeting 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20,  2017 
  4:00 p.m. - Jr. High/Family to Franklinton Fair 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 22, 2017 
Jr. High Back to School Retreat 
   9:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. - Youth Sunday School 
 10:55 a.m. - Worship Service 
 No Evening Activities 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2017 
  NO Scheduled Activities 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2017 
  8:00 a.m. - Methodist Movers 
  6:00 p.m. - Fast Track Evening Study 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2017 
  9:00 a.m. - XYZ 
  3:00 p.m. - Children’s WWW (no K4-5th grade) 
  3:00 p.m. - Jr. High WWW 
  5:15 p.m. - WWW Supper 
  5:30 p.m. - Trunk or Treat 
  6:00 p.m. - Sr. High Bible Study 
  6:00 p.m. - Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2017 
  8:00 a.m. - Methodist Movers 
  9:30 a.m. - Fast Track Morning Study 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2017 
NO Scheduled Activities 



OCTOBER 

Birthdays 
& Anniversaries 

1 - Hal Kittrell 
6 - Porter Price, 
Wayne & Mary 

Sturdivant 
8 - Dawn & Burt 

Rowell 
9 - Jackie & Dude 
Stovall, Rebecca 

Stovall 
10 - Lyman Fite, John 

Wooten 
11 - Mary Lee McArn 

13 - Sue Simmons 
15 - Kathy & Mike 

Bryant, Edith 
McMurray 

16 - Patty Dantin, 
Amber Haik Smith 
20 - Sophie Beisel, 

Helen Little 
22 - Laurie Harvey, 

Rand Mikell 
26 - Ollie Herring 
27 - Ann Pittman 

ATTENDANCE 
October 8, 2017 

Worship 115 
Sunday School 55 

OFFERING 
Sunday, October 8, 2017 
Contributions $ 5,834.31 
Sound System $ 100.00 

Organ $ 175.00 
Benevolence Fund $ 1,000.00 

FINANCIALS TO DATE 

The Total Contributions to date for 
October  $ 13,631.66 

Year to Date Contributions 
$ 294,022.43 

Year to Date Expenses 
$300,832.26                                        

Our annual trunk or treat is only 2 weeks away! 
This is always a fun night and we need your 
help to make it happen! If you plan to set up 
your trunk, please let me know as soon as 
possible. All cars will need to be set up by 
5:30 in the small parking lot by the 

playground. We will give away a prize for the 
best decorated car! Invite a friend and join us on 

October 25th for this fun event! 
Our Prek-5th grade WWW will not meet from 3-5pm on October 25th. 
Trunk or treat festivities will begin with supper at 5:15. 
Thanks to Mrs. Laura for all her hard work putting together our Christmas 
program. Our WWW kids have started practicing and are set to 
preform on December 13th. Christmas will be here before we know it! 
WWW lesson for the month of October: 
David and Goliath 
Sunday school for the month of October: 
From Shepherd to King: David 

Have a great week! Keleigh

CHILDREN’S 
CORNER

BLOOD DRIVE 
OCTOBER 16 

4 - 8 p.m.  
Sign up with 

Scarlett Gafford or 
Terry Robbins



Lots of exciting things happening this month!  
Please make note of the calendar events below, 
and let me know if you have questions.

Wednesday, October 18th, the senior high will 
travel to the Franklinton Fair for our annual outing.  
Parents, encourage your youth to invite friends.  

We want to make taking the bus worthwhile, and this is a great way to keep our youth off the 
roads themselves!  We will leave the church parking lot at 5 and aim to return by 10.  Junior 
high youth and families will travel to the Fair Friday afternoon, 10/20.  We are aiming for a 
4:30 departure, depending on our driver’s schedule.  Chaperones AND friends are welcome 
on this outing.  Last year, we had to take the van for overflow, and we can certainly do so 
again!

Sunday, October 22nd, we will have a youth movie night to wrap up Fall Break weekend.  
We’ll gather in the Wesley Center to watch I Am Not Ashamed, a true story based on 
Columbine events that will reinforce our recent Sunday School lessons on God’s sovereignty 
and our tendency to struggle with our understanding thereof.  

Wednesday, October 25th, the youth will host a “trunk” in the annual Trunk or Treat event.  
Parents, watch your texts for costume suggestions and decorating needs.

Sunday, October 29th we will head to the Howells’ home for our annual Halloween outing.  It 
will be hard to top last year’s hayride that featured our own creepy clown standing quietly in 
the woods, but rest assured, we are giving it our best go!  This year, we will continue our 
pumpkin painting tradition and add in some fall festival type games.  Youth are asked to 
bring a side/ sweet to share for refreshments.  We will meet at 6 P.M. to travel together to 
the Howells’ home and plan to be back by 9 P.M.  Parents are welcome to join us for the fun!

Our Christmas Variety Show 
(scheduled for Wednesday, 
12/20) prep has begun!  
Please encourage your youth 
to share his/her talents and be 
part of the show.  We are also 
on the lookout for children’s 
and adult performances.  If you 
would like to be included, 
please let me know!

Have a great week!
Mrs. Angel

WWW Lessons:  Stress
Sunday School:  A Study of 
Amos 



Special Thanks to 
everyone who helped to 
make the Shrimp Boil a 

success.  We couldn’t have 
done it without you!  The 
money is deposited, the 
bills are paid, and we did 

well.  Look for more 
information to come in this 

Sunday’s bulletin!

Shrimp Boil Committee
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