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“O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.” (O
Come, O Come, Emmanuel – Sacred Advent Classic)
“I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope. I wait for the Lord
more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning.”
(Psalm 130:5-6)
Sunday, December 2, 2018, is the First Sunday of the Season of Advent and begins our
Advent Journey to the Manger in Bethlehem and the Birth of Jesus…Advent is a season of
spiritual preparation and expectant waiting as we anticipate the Birthday of Jesus and as we
await the Second Coming of Christ…
We are a people who don’t wait well and often we’re not in a good rhythm of spiritual
waiting…The waiting at Christmas that we are accustomed to looks like this: waiting in line at
the retail store; waiting in line at the fast-food drive-through; being put on hold by the
customer service representative; waiting in line to mail a package; waiting for Christmas
goodies to bake; waiting for someone to host the Christmas gathering; and the waiting list
goes on and on and on…
Yet, with spiritual discipline, we can be a people who actively wait with hopeful
expectation…We wait for the coming Messiah by reading our Bibles daily and being in prayer
at all times…We dynamically wait in loving service of those in need…We wait as we gather
with fellow believers to worship and praise God…We wait for the One who will redeem us
and restore us to the Joy of God’s Salvation…Advent is a time to simply wait, wait, wait…
Let’s Play/Pray: Almighty God and Loving Father, God of Advent-Waiting...thank you for
inviting me to wait in the midst of simplicity…forgive me when I get impatient and I don’t wait
well…help me to wait expectantly with hope and spiritual discipline...God of Advent-Waiting,
Loving Father and Almighty God, I Love You! Amen, Make It So, Love All Around...

White Christmas Program
Sunday
December 9

AT HOME:
Frances Campbell, Dennis
Pittman, Gomer Wallace,
Skeeter Vasillian (father of
Amanda Woods, Amanda
& Bryan Woods, Wayne
Sturdivant, Mike & Fran
Ginn, Glenda Prillhart,
Sonny Branch, Jim Bullock
(son of Pat), Beth Barnes,
Mike Price, Spooky Sims,
John Toney, Martha
Morrow, James Glyn
Fortenberry, Jane Martin,
Shirley Wooten , Angela
Lewis, Floanne Kersh, John
Waits, Lucas Porter, Tom
McNeese, Doris Phelps,
Kathy & Dennis Malone,
Cliff Woods, Brian Moree,
Amy Pollan, Betty Aurant,
Durr Walker, Ramie
Stringer, Kaitlyn Wright,
Monique Goar, Sabastian
Blanchard, Sarah Davis,
Brenda Griner, Brian
Jackson, Grace Bourne
(sister-in-law of Robert.)

5:00 p.m.
Sanctuary
Congratulations to Therese

and Matt Jones on the birth of
their twin girls! Abagail
Kathleen 4 pounds 4 ounces
and Marie Therese 3 pounds 1
ounce born October 23th.
Grandparents are Kathy &
Leonard Jones.

________________________

The last chance to order your
poinsettias is this Sunday,
November 25th. They are $8
each and you may purchase in
honor and memory of your
loved one!

SHUT INS
The Grove
Greta Dick, Georgetta
Kuykendall, Helen Oglesbee,
Angela Varnado

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25,
2018

The Myrtles
Carolyn Powers

ORGAN REPORT

Wesley Manor
Lina Fortenberry

Total cost for
Organ Repairs

Coppell Texas
Maryann Hyatt

HOSPITALS
Marion General
Patty Dantin
Joan Harry
Forrest General
Grace Bedwell

$56,000.00
Total received
to date
$ 38,472.78

Worship 111
Sunday School 55
Contributions $ 5,001.11
Sunday School $ 316.47
Organ $ 160.00
Memorials $ 10.00
Year to date contributions
$ 306,274.61
Year to date expenses
$325,847.44

YOUTH NEWS

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
28 – Luke Stogner
30 – Mary Vic Dantin
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
& ANNIVERSARIES
2 – Madisyn Howell,
Tommie Pittman
3 – Arthur Pigott
5 – Ryan Singley
6 – Maryann Hyatt, Joe
Pierce
7 – Judy Easterling,
Kathy & Leonard Jones
9 – Joan Harry, Matt
Jones
10 – Averiana DeWitt
11 – Theodora Boston
18 – Sharon & Hal Kittrell
21 – Rita Faye & Bobbye
Armstrong
24 – Edward Hough
25 – Amanda Thornhill
26 – Mark Vest
28 – Anna & Edward
Hough
31 – Claire von Gahlen

We extend
Christian Sympathy
to Mike Roger and
his wife, Ann, in
the loss of her
sister, Alice Stringer
Pace.

Get your calendars ready! Lots of youth events coming up
….some cherished traditions and some new things on
horizon!

the

There will be a Confirmation meeting this Sunday,
12/2 at 10:30 in the Wesley Center for those students and
families interested in going through this process in the spring.
Typically, this is open to our current 6th graders, but if your youth is interested,
let me know. We will be discussing a tentative schedule and camp/ retreat
opportunities once we have our tentative class outlined.
The youth will attend Scenes of Christ at Improve Baptist Church this Sunday
evening, 12/2. Meet at the church by 5:30, and plan to go to Azteca after. Any
parents or church members wishing to join us are welcome as space allows. If
you have never been to this event or even if it has just been awhile, put this on
your Christmas calendar!
Anyone interested in joining us to go see Myers as “Clara” in The Nutcracker
Saturday, 12/8 @ 7:00 in Poplarville, please let me know. We are hoping to get a
group rate and enjoy supporting Myers as a church family! Tickets are $16.52,
fees included. We plan to order next week.
After White Christmas, 12/9, the youth will go on a Christmas lights tour.
Location TBD!
Sunday, 12/16, we will host a final rehearsal for the Variety Show. Time will be
determined based on the choir’s rehearsal and performance times.
Wednesday, 12/19 is the 3rd annual Christmas Variety
Show. Make plans now to attend, as you won’t want
to miss some of the special performances and
moments we have gathered! The money raised that
evening will go to Regan Deal Linton and her husband
Joe, who are in the process of being matched for an
adoption in India. They will share a bit of their story
that evening, and I know it will be one that will warm
your hearts.
Sunday, 12/23, the youth will have their Christmas party….details are still in the
works based on some events we’re exploring! We are seeking two “stops” for
the party….the 1st (hot chocolate) has been generously claimed by the Houghs. If
anyone would like to serve as the last stop (dessert), please let me know. I’ll get
with you on the times and details once the other events are finalized.
Have a great week! Mrs. Angel

DECEMBER UPCOMING EVENTS

We will not have a supper on Wednesday,
December 12th. The Children’s Christmas
Program will begin at 5:30 a.m. and we will
have a time of finger foods and fellowship after
the program.

On Wednesday, December 19th the Youth will
have a fundraiser meal and will have their
Christmas Variety Show.
Please come and join us in support of our youth
and children.
This will end our WWW Suppers until after the
new year. Look for more information to come.

TRIPLE M’S & MEN’S CLASS
CHRISTMAS DINNER
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6
6:00 P.M.
WESLEY CENTER

SUNDAY, December 2, 2018
9:45 a.m. – Sunday School
10:45 a.m. - Worship Service
4:00 p.m. – Youth Christmas Show Variety
4:30 p.m. – Youth Bible Study & Azteca
Monday, December 3, 2018
No Scheduled Activities
Tuesday, December 4, 2018
8:00 a.m. – Methodist Movers
Wednesday, December 5, 2018
9:00 a.m. - XYZ
3:00 p.m. – Children’s WWW
3:30 p.m. – Jr. High WWW
5:15 p.m. – WWW Supper
6:00 p.m. - Program
6:00 p.m. – Sr. High Bible Study
6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, December 6, 2018
8:00 a.m. – Methodist Movers
Friday, December 7, 2018
No Scheduled Activities
Saturday, December 8, 2018
No Scheduled Activities
Sunday, December 9, 2018
9:45 p.m. – Sunday School
10:55 p.m. – Worship Service
3:00 p.m. – Lay Leadership Meeting
4:00 p.m. – Youth Christmas Show Variety
5:00 p.m. – White Christmas
5:00 p.m. – Youth Christmas Lights
Monday, December 10, 2018
3:00 p.m. – UMW Executive Board
Tuesday, December 11, 2018
8:00 a.m. – Methodist Movers
9:30 a.m. – Morning Circle
12:00 p.m. – Agape Circle
Wednesday, December 12, 2018
9:00 a.m. - XYZ
3:00 p.m. – Children’s WWW
3:30 p.m. – Jr. High WWW
5:30 p.m. – Children’s Christmas Program
6:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. – Sr. High Bible Study
Thursday, December 13, 2018
8:00 a.m. – Methodist Movers
Friday, December 14, 2018
No Scheduled Activities
Saturday, December 15, 2018
No Scheduled Activities

Music Notes
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing,” or do they?
I am certainly not a biblical scholar, so please accept this article as “food
for thought” and a question to provoke your own research. Do angels
really sing? Through the years, this question has been asked of me,
probably because of my fondness for the carol mentioned above, so I
thought I would share some brief thoughts based on what I have
discovered in my reading. In short, the Bible does not say that the angels
sing. We often think of angels singing at Christmas, and we frequently
quote the following passage from Luke as proof, but if we read carefully,
we find no evidence of the angels singing.
And an angel of the Lord stood by them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were
sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy
which shall be to all people: for there is born to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ
the Lord. And this is the sign unto you: Ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, and lying in a
manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God, and saying
[not singing], Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men in whom he is well pleased.
(Luke 2:9-14).
Why do biblical scholars argue that angels do not sing? Well, the angels have never been redeemed; they
were never lost sinners and therefore, never redeemed. Those of us who have been redeemed have been
given new life and a song to sing. We have been lifted to a place where we can experience joy and sing
praises to God. There is no better time than Christmas to celebrate our salvation and share in song our
grateful praise, and whether the angels do or do not sing, Hark the Herald Angels Sing is still one of my
favorite carols. Let us raise our voices together as one congregation this Christmas and fill our sanctuary
with the sounds of the season.
I look forward to seeing you on December 16 for our Service of Lessons and Carols at 6:00 p.m.
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord.” (Psalm 100:1, KJV)
Respectfully,
Susan

Be sure to join us for our
Service of Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 16th
at 6:00 p.m.

FIRST United Methodist Church
411 Church Street
P.O. Box 585
Columbia, MS 39429

CHILDREN’S CORNER
The busiest season is upon us but I’m challenging each of you, especially us
parents, to take a step back and enjoy the merry of this season. Be mindful of the
time you spend with your family this season, reflect on the blessings, take time to
show your children how we should celebrate the joyous time of Christmas.
Ms. Cathy Edwards has graciously given her time and effort this year to prepare
Advent boxes for each of our WWW families. In this box there is a daily devotion
and ornament to decorate. We will give these out this Wednesday during our
WWW program and will color our first weeks ornament. Use this resource as a
devotion each day leading to Christmas. If your child is not a part of our WWW
Program but you would like to have an advent box, please let me know! Please
be sure to thank Ms. Cathy for all of her work.
Just a reminder that our annual Christmas program is Wednesday, December 12
at 5:30 with finger foods to follow in the Wesley Center. Mrs. Laura, Mrs. Carol
and our children’s choirs have worked hard this semester to prepare! Don’t miss
this time of music and fellowship.
Have a great week! Keleigh

Wednesday
December 12
5:30 p.m.
Wesley Center
Will have finger foods
immediately after the
program! Please
come and join us!

