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Our Church exists to use God’s gifts and talents to mature as fruitful disciples of Jesus 
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“Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and pay your vows to the Most High” 

(Psalm 50:14 NRSV) 
 

“And although it be not always so plentiful, as it was at this time with us, yet by the 
goodness of God, we are so far from want, that we often wish you partakers of our plenty. 

 

" (Edward Winslow, one of the 53 surviving passengers of The Mayflower voyage, and 
present at the 1621 harvest festival) 

 

I love Thanksgiving but I think the origins of it get a little too much sugarcoating. Every 
year our children hear the same story of the “first” Thanksgiving that we all heard when we were 
children. I have noticed over the years that my children have come home from preschool or 
grammar school etc. with the same posterboard pilgrim hats and market bag Indian vests that we 
also made. Telling that story has become a part of our American culture. It is a story of prosperity 
and goodness. A story of the Pilgrims and the Native Americans coming together in friendship and 
celebrating together. It is a good story! But what is Thanksgiving really about? Is it the story of 
how the pilgrims and native Americans held a feast of turkey, canned cranberries, green bean 
casserole and pumpkin pie? Did the Pilgrims and their new friends play football and wait for Santa 
Claus to ride by on an ornate float built by Macy’s? It wasn’t exactly like that, though sometimes 
our celebrations of the day make it seem so. Don’t get me wrong, I love traditions and there are 
many wonderful ones that go along with this great American holiday. I would not seek to change 
them. But, are they the sum total of what Thanksgiving means? I don’t think so. Unfortunately, we 
have, if you will pardon the pun, knocked the stuffing out of Thanksgiving!  
 

I think this year, (Thanksgiving 2020) we should emphasize that this harvest celebration 
began because the pilgrims had finally found themselves on the far side of a difficult time. Maybe 
this is the year that we teach our children about how the Pilgrim’s lived for months on the 
Mayflower when they arrived. Maybe we teach them that the common house built in the colony 
was first used as a hospital and that most of the pilgrims died in that first year and it was the 
young people who took up leadership in the colony out of necessity. We all need to remember that 
of the 102 passengers aboard the Mayflower (that doesn’t include the 30 or so crewmembers) 
only 53 settlers survived and attended the first Thanksgiving. The native Americans who attended 
nearly doubled that number (Chief Massasoit brought 90 guests with him.) Maybe we should 
remember that the pilgrims were praising God that they had survived. Even with all the 
devastation that they had endured including the loss of most of their number they made time to 
worship and thank God! Can we even imagine what it was like to be thankful just to be alive? They 
were thankful to have shelter and food and health. They recognized that their first duty then was to 
acknowledge the generosity of Almighty God. 
 

In this time of trouble that we are in because of the pandemic and the racial and political 
divides in this country maybe we shouldn’t sugarcoat the story of the “first” Thanksgiving. Perhaps 
in teaching that it didn’t come so easy we can teach our children (and perhaps remind ourselves) 
that it is possible to come through difficult times. Maybe not entirely unscathed but through it 
nonetheless. No matter what, it is our duty to offer our praise and Thanksgiving to God. He is the 
source of our strength! He is our mighty refuge!  
 

Pastor Rob 
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CONTRIBUTIONS REPORT 

November 8, 2020 
 

Contributions $ 11,329.59 
Music $ 500.00 

Memorials $ 20.00 
Youth $ 50.00 

 

The total contributions year to date   $ 266,335.36 
The total expenses year to date  $ 295,789.93 

 

Thank you for your faithfulness in sending in your contributions. Prayers for you and 
your families as we continue in this difficult time. 

 

 
PRAY FOR 

 

Our Nation, Our President and Our Leaders, The Coronavirus Pandemic, The family of 
Mike Price, The family of Patrick Kuykendall,  Donna Fite, Edna Ginn, Kathy Bryant, 
Judy Easterling, Mike Alford (son-in-law of Arthur & Carlene Pigott), Adrian & Ann 
Sturdivant, Billy & Mary Clay Sturdivant, Bill Graney (brother-in-law of Debbie), Jim 
Robbins, Lee Shaffer, Terry LaJaunie (friend of Donna Fite), Phyllis Price, Julia Price, 
Daisy Lucus, niece of Scarlett Gafford, Nell Barnes, Gwen Burdette, Wayne 
Sturdivant, Marie Lowe (mother of Marie Graham), Tammy Hill, Peggy Phelps, Sylvia 
Robbins, Ashtyne Reid, Ruby Autin, Joan Kyle, Brittney Fish, Mary Fay,  Darren 
Hathorn, Arthur Pigott, Mary Bryant, Diann Phelps Meador, Doug Phelps, Judy Waits, 
James Glynn Fortenberry, Mike & Fran Ginn, Jane Martin, Doris Phelps, Dora Powell, 
Lucas Porter, Charlie Martin, Halley Holmes, John Tucker, Guy Steele.                                  
 

SHUT INS: 
The Grove –Georgetta Kuykendall, Helen Oglesbee,                                                                                
Angela Varnado 

 

The Myrtles – Carolyn Powers 
 

Wesley Manor – Lina Fortenberry 
 

Coppell Texas – Maryann Hyatt 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

NOVEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS & 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1 – Terry Robbins 
2 – Doyle Bradshaw, 
Simon Herring, Jane 

Martin 
3 – Irene Powers 
4 – Charlie & Pat 

Strickland 
5 – Robby Sandifer, 

John Wilkinson 
8 – Steve Hathorn, 

Angelia Martin 
11 – Matt Hough 

12 – Jimmy Bullock 
14 – Hannah Harvey, 
Scott Hathorn, Pat 

Strickland 
15 – Brandon Thornhill 
20 – Alexander Smith 

21 – Wayne Sturdivant 
22 – Shelton Ball 

23 – Mary Patton Lintner 
26 – Violet Blackard 
30 – Mary Vic Dantin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Monday - Thursday 

8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
  

Friday  
8:00 – 11:30 a.m.  

 

 

 
Chuch Family,  
 
The Mission Committee is currently collecting                                                     
food for the food pantry. We will be collecting                                                                                                                              
can goods and dry goods only.  Please bring your                                                                          
items to the Wesley Center. We will have a basket by the door in 
the Wesley Center. 

This Sunday, November 15th we will have a basket in the sanctuary.  
Your donations are greatly appreciated.  

 

 



 

Pictures from our 
Youth Halloween 

Party 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year’s youth Halloween party looked a little bit 
different, but a good time was still had by all!  Instead of 
our usual craft with pumpkins, the youth painted “spooky 
houses” while It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown 
played.  Thank you to Aria for providing the main feature, 
The House with a Clock in Its Walls.  We are learning 
slowly but surely we can still gather in safe ways to enjoy 
fellowship and fun! 

 

 

Thank you to those who joined us for Ollie’s birthday party 
this past Sunday evening at Ed’s.  I’ve loved watching the 
friendships that have grown and deepened in our youth 
group, and it’s always good to celebrate milestones 
together. 

I’m spending some time this week preparing for special 
Advent rituals and recognitions, as this Christmas season 
looks to be a bit different from years past.  I’m exploring 
some cooking and crafts to supplement our Scriptural 
lessons and will be ordering materials this week to prepare 
our hearts.  I’m reminded of the verse Proverbs 18:10  
“The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run 
to it and are safe.”  Let us prepare our hearts to run to 
Christ as Advent approaches, being mindful we are a 
people between Advents.  (And that’s a hint about how we 
will recognize and celebrate Advent!) 

Our regular youth meetings are back on track this Sunday, 
with Bible study at 5:00.  Hope to see you then! 

Have a great week! 

Mrs. Angel 
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First United Methodist Church 
Mission Committee 

 

 
 

Christmas is just around the corner.  
Soon we will have our annual White 
Christmas service.  The Mission 
Committee will have the tags ready as 
soon as we can.  Please be thinking 
and praying about contributing to help 
make a child’s Christmas a merry one. 

_________________________________ 
 

 

We extend Christian love and sympathy 
to: 
 

Mike & Sharon Kuykendall in the loss of 
Mike’s brother, Patrick Lee Kuykendall. 
 

Phyllis, Julia, and Vickie Price in the 
loss of their son and brother, Mike 
Price. 
 

Please keep these families in prayer in 
the months and days ahead as they 
greive their lost loved ones. 

________________________ 
 

 

 

 
Our family wishes to convey our 
sincerest appreciation for your prayers 
and support during Bill’s passing.  We 
are blessed to have a church family and 
are thankful for all you’ve done.  
 

With Love, 
Rebecca and Gary Haygood 

 

 
We have all tried to find new ways to keep the music playing by 
streaming, recording, distancing while singing in masks, and silent 
singing, but what about our life song?  Have we stopped singing 
praises in our daily lives?  

I frequently ask my vocal students to make sure that they are listening 
to good singers during the week and not only before their voice lesson 
or before a concert.  In order to become a good classical singer,  you 
must fill your ears with the sounds of those who have already mastered 
that technique, the technique of classical vocal production—good 
vowel placement, resonance, breath support, and proper tone 
production.  In addition to learning the basics of singing, young 
singers must fill their ears and minds with the sounds they are trying to 
learn and produce.  While talking to a student this week, I asked what 
she listened to on the radio during the week.  I was not surprised when 
she  shared that she  didn’t listen to any classical singers.  We 
discussed why she might be having trouble making a good vocal 
sound, other than lack of practice, and I explained that she could not 
expect to develop a good classical sound when she only attended one 
lesson per week and listened to only non-classical music all week.   
 
I thought about the music of our Christian lives.  We have not been 
singing together for months, and it occurred to me that as Christians, 
we may also be listening to non-Christian messages in our music 
during the week.  Are we lip syncing through life or is our life a living 
song for Christ?  The Bible is filled with songs and characters whose 
lives were living songs.  Can you name this character?  He wrote most 
songs in the book of Psalms. He was the second king of Israel. And, he 
was a shepherd.  If you guessed David, you are right.  Even in the dark 
times, David chose to sing songs of praise. In Psalm 57, he wrote, “My 
heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and make 
music.”  How many of us sing songs of praise in the dark times of our 
lives?  I know that I find it difficult to sing songs that are happy and full 
of Thanksgiving when things are not going so well.   
 
During this month, let us all commit to giving thanks and singing 
songs of praise so that our lives will be a living song for Christ.  I am 
seeking new ways to “keep the music playing” so that  others may see 
Christ in me.  I challenge you to join me! 
 

"Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands." Psalm 100:1 (KJV) 

Respectfully, 

Susan 

 

Music Notes 
 

What is your life song? 
It may feel like the music has stopped lately, but 
it hasn’t.  The world is filled with music.  What 
song is your life singing?  One of my favorite jazz 
songs is “How Do You Keep the Music Playing.”  

 



 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

UMW is sponsoring a Sock Drive for St.                                                                                                                             
Luke Home Health and Hospice. We are                                                                                 
inviting the congregation to partner with                                                                                                
us in this project. Socks should fit adults                                                                                   
and have safety grips on the bottom.                                                                                                                                                         
They should also be new. The deadline for                                                                                                               
donations is December 14.  Collection                                                                                                           
bins will be placed outside the church                                                                                                                   
office and in the Wesley Center. Thank                                                                                  
you for your assistance with this project. 

 

 
 

We were so excited to be 
able to spend time with 
each other at WWW 
carving pumpkins last 
week!  We are enjoying 
time with each other in a 
smaller capacity since we 
haven’t been able to meet 
as usual this school year. 

 

We are still meeting on the 
playground during Sunday 
school.  Don’t worry about 
dressing up, we are taking 
advantage of this good 
weather and playing 
before our lesson. 

Join us if you haven’t yet! 

Have a great week! 

Keleigh 
 

 

Children’s  
Corner 

 

 

Sock Drive 
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Suscipit, vicis praesent erat feugait epulae, validus indole 

 

 
 
 
Join us for Bible study in the Wesley Center on Wednesdays @ 6:15 pm. No meal will be served. 
Masks and social distancing are required. 
 
11/11/20 - Jonah part 2: Belly-achin’, soul-searchin’, repentance!                                                                 
(Jonah 2:1-3:10) 
 
11/18/20 - Jonah part 3:  Pride pricked by a pesky pest!  (Jonah 4) 
 
 
          11/25/20 – No Bible Study – Happy Thanksgiving! 
  


