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Our Church exists to use God’s gifts and talents to mature as fruitful disciples of Jesus 
Christ, and to make disciples for the transformation of the world. 
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 Running in the rain. You know those seasons of life we talk about? Well 

around this time of year I experience two distinct seasons. The first is a season of 
running. You’ve been there, haven’t you? It seems like everything piled up all at 
once on your calendar and you’re running. Meetings, groceries, special events, 
outdoor activities, to-do lists. To say nothing about those of you who are in charge 
of children with school dress up days, recitals, tournaments and end of the year 
tests and activities. Even the children are running. Running seasons are strange 
times in our lives, both exciting and exhausting. The other season I experience this 
time of year is rain. Every time I turn around it seems to be raining. Activities 
moved, cancelled, rescheduled. Change of plans, sometimes even change of 
clothes! Put together, these two seasons can feel overwhelming. 
 
  Sometimes our faith can have seasons of running and rain. Don’t give up! God 
is there with you! God with you  in the times of running and excitement and 
exhaustion. God with you in the times of rain, which can sometimes feel 
depressing or inconvenient or perhaps nourishing. We are called to seek the Lord 
at all times. Don’t forget to take pause and look for God’s presence in this season. 
The joy of an activity, the blessing of a family member, the hope of scripture, the 
gift of a friend, the beauty of a rainbow. Let God stretch you during this time. 
Allow for personal growth, allow grace for yourself. Ask God to guide you in 
your next steps of spiritual growth. And don’t be afraid to take a little down time 
and self-care in all of that. Because sometimes we need to lay aside everything 
else and allow God to refresh us, and maybe even run in the rain! 

 

Pastor Erin 

WEEKLY MESSENGER 
May 4, 2021 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Our Nation , Our President and Our Leaders, The Coronavirus Pandemic, Nell 
Barnes, Alanha Johnson, Darryl Dukes, Lorea Oatis,  Donna Fite, Nell Wood, 
Phyllis Price, Gwen Burdette, Wayne Sturdivant, Marie Lowe (mother of Marie 
Graham), Tammy Hill, Peggy Phelps, Sylvia Robbins, Ashtyne Reid, Ruby Autin, 
Joan Kyle, Brittney Fish, Mary Bryant, Diann Phelps Meador, Doug Phelps, Judy 
Waits, James Glynn Fortenberry, Mike & Fran Ginn, Doris Phelps, Dora Powell, 
Lucas Porter, Charlie Martin, Halley Holmes, John Tucker, Guy Steele, Steven 
Simmons, Frances Vesely, family of Blake Brayton, Mrs. Doyle Bradshaw. 
 

(please let us know if there are any additions or deletions                                                                 
so we can get the prayer list up to date.) 

SHUT INS: 
 

The Grove –Georgetta Kuykendall, Angela Varnado 
The Myrtles – Carolyn Powers 
Wesley Manor – Lina Fortenberry 
Lakeland, Florida – Joe Pierce 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

   Please accept my sincere appreciation for 
allof the cards, gifts, retirement reception and the way you helped to 
make my last week such a special celebration. 

I will always cherish the people that makes up FUMC. I love each and 
everyone of you and look forward to continuing our friendship outside of 
the office at FUMC.     Debbie Graney 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
1 – Brian Oglesbee 
2 – Kayleigh Hough 
4 – Glenda Prillhart 

7 – Brayden Thornhill 
7 – Luke Livingston 
8 – Hal Fortenberry 
9 – Bently Thornhill 

9 – Linda Struck 
9 – Sam Hathorn 

12 – Lina Fortenberry 
17 – Bruce Livingston 
17 – Sophia Breakfield 

18 – Beth Barnes 
19 – Justin Singley 
23- Devin Griffith 

23 – Hal & Joyce Fortenberry 
24 – Camille Breland 

25 – Drew & Allison Foxworth 
27 – Harold & Shirley Jackson 

28 – Sharon Kuykendall 
29 – Brandan Barber 

29 - Harrison Foxworth 
30 – Phyllis Price 
31- Kathy Bryant 

-------------------------------------------- 
Thank you for remembering me 
On my birthday!!! I appreciate  

It so much. 
Debbie Hutson 

 

 

FINANCES 
 

Contribution Reports 
May 3, 2021 

 

Contributions $5,544.46 
Memorials $240.00 

Pastors Fund $510.00  
 

The total contributions for May 
$5,544.46 

The total contributions year to date 
$85,156.11 

The total expenses year to date 
$123,307.86 

 
We now have paypal.  See 

facebook or bulletin for scan. 
 

 

Like the Marines 
The Marion County Food 

Pantry 
is looking for a few good 

men and women.  
 

Please contact Robert 
Bourne – 601-736-3535 or 
Margaret Sauls 601-736-

8956 if you would be 
willing to help. 

 

 URGENT 
NEED 
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     Full Choir practice has resumed on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. 
 

,  

 

Let the music of your heart create a joyful noise unto the Lord!!! 

 

O sing to the Lord a new song,for he has done marvelous things.break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn, make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 

Psalm 98 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

The weather (or threat of it) kept us inside this week for our Sunday evening activities. The youth will be helping to 
fill the void in getting all the birthday and anniversary cards mailed, so we spent our time getting a jump start on 
getting some May cards completed. Bear with us, as it may take us a few weeks to get the rhythm right and plan our 
mailouts so the cards arrive on the right dates! It is apparent, though, that we could use some packaged card 
donations WITH matching envelopes, and we really need some cards appropriate for our male church members. If 
you feel led to donate some new cards, please leave them in my box in the church office. All occasion cards are 
welcome! 

We have several other service opportunities we are planning as we head quickly into summer. UMW has asked       
about our youth girls serving with them on some of their projects, and we have some calls into community programs, 
as well, to see how we can be a presence in our community. Don’t hesitate to let us know if you have additional 
ideas of ways we can serve, as well! When our Wednesday activities resume after state tests have been completed, 
we will split our time rather equally between service and study. As we learned in Sunday School this week, when we 
abide in Him, we bear good fruit. Our goal is to keep our youth connected to the Vine so that they can be abundant 
and fruitful servant leaders in our church and community. 

During this Sunday’s morning worship, we will briefly recognize our recent and upcoming graduates. The recognition 
will not be a formal ceremony, as in years past, but we do hope you will join us in wishing our graduates well and 
congratulating them on their accomplishments. Those to be recognized include: 

 

 High School Graduates: Sam Hathorn and Violet Thomas 

 

College Graduates: 

Peyton Carver, Nathan Foxworth, Maggie Herring, Hannah Hughes, and Heather Hughes 

 

Have a great week! 

 

Mrs. Angel 

      

    



          

 
Upcoming Events 
 
May 6,2021 
4:30p.m. – Trustee Meeting  Wesley Center 
Saturday, May 8, 2021 
No Scheduled Activities 
Sunday, May 9, 2021 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. – Worship Service 
 5:00 p.m. –  Sunday night youth 
Wednesday, May 12, 2021 
 3:00 p.m. – Childrens WWW 
 4:00 p.m.- Womens Quartet 
 5:00 p.m.- Octet 
 5:30 p.m. – Wednesday Night Study 
 6:00 P.M. – Mens Quartet 
 7:00 p.m. – Beth and Susan Practice 
 May 16, 2021  
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. – Worship Service 
  5:00 p.m. – Sunday night youth 
Wednesday May 19, 2021 
 4:00 p.m. – Womans Quartet 
 5:00 p.m. – Octet 
 5:30 p.m. -Wednesday Night Study 
 6:00 p.m. – Mens Quartet 
 7:00 p.m. - Beth & Susan Practice 
Thursday, May 20, 2021 
 4:30 p.m. – Finance Meeting  
 
 
 Our unit of the United Methodist Women is 
collecting supplies to donate to St. Luke’s 
Hospice. Please bring donations to the 
Maggie May Burrow classroom as soon as 
possible. Items needed include:  
Hand Sanitizer  
Kleenex 
Lip balm 
Soft peppermints 
Gloves 
Wipes 
Heavy duty garbage bags 
 
Thank you for soupporting our UMW unit as 
we continue in missions of love, justice, and 
service. 
 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES 
(All Meetings and Activities are held in the Wesley 

Center) 
 

Trustee Meeting 
Thursday May 6, 2021  

4:30 p.m. 
Wesley Center 

 
 

Finance Meeting 
Thursday, May 20 

4:30 p.m. 
Wesley Center 

 
 
 

 

Following careful evaluation of the Covid cases in Marion 
County, the Board of Trustees has unanimously 
recommended that masks are optional at in person 
gatherings.  We would like to request everyone continue 
to follow best practices – social distancing and frequent 
hand washing. 

For those in our congregation who are not comfortable 
being in the sanctuary with some in attendance not having 
a mask we are fortunate to have two other venues for 
participating in worship. We have our services broadcast 
on WFFF radio, and we have online via Facebook 
Livestream and our website www.fumccolumbia.org 
 
Your Board of Trustees will closely monitor the Covid 
situation in Marion County and, if there is an increase in 
cases, additional guidance with be forthcoming. 
  
Terry Anderson, Chair FUMC Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s News! 
 

 
What a year of WWW we have had! From covid to bad weather, I’m sure this is one for the books. 
The days we have met, have been full of laughter, learning and friendships on the playground. I’m so 
thankful for everyone who volunteers their time each week. We couldn’t do this without one another! 
 
 
Out last WWW for this school year will be May 12th. We hope to have summer activities on the 
calendar soon and would love to have everyone attend. In the mean time, we will still meet for 
Sunday school each Sunday morning at 10AM. If it’s sunny and dry, meet us on the playground! 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Keleigh  
 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 585 
411 CHURCH STREET 
COLUMBIA, MS 39429 
Suscipit, vicis praesent erat feugait epulae, validus indole 


