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“David said, ‘The Lord, who saved me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the 
bear, will save me from the hand of this Philistine.’” 
(1 Samuel 17:37) 
 
            These words were spoken by David the Shepherd boy to King Saul before he faced a 
terrible foe.  We all know how the story of David and Goliath ended. Many, if not all of us have 
visions in our heads from childhood Bible stories, Sunday school cartoons, flannel-graphs, etc., 
of the stoned giant falling onto his back. The shepherd boy, the one least likely to overcome a 
giant warrior, emerges from the battle victorious.  
 
            Sometimes in our retelling and teaching of this story we gloss over or completely leave 
out this conversation between King Saul and David. But it is important for us to see what 
David’s attitude and actions convey to us.  David is about to defeat a giant with a handful of 
stones and a sling.  There is nothing visible between David and Goliath’s shield, shield bearer, 
sword, spear, javelin, and the giant himself.  Nothing visible!  But we know that God is with 
him.  We know because we have the whole story laid out for us. But David knew because God 
was with him.  And God had been with him for a long time before this moment. David relies not 
on a vague idea of God’s help, but a concrete, well-established relationship between the 
Almighty and himself.  
 
            What strikes me most about this story is David ‘s confidence. Goliath could have, quite 
literally, snapped David in two like a twig. Sturdier and more battle hardened men had already 
looked at this challenge and shied away from it. The warriors of King Saul’s army cowered 
before this menace. The King himself did not undertake this battle which would have been his 
responsibility had he been a proper king.  If we compare David’s confidence with King Saul’s 
cowardice the difference is striking.  Saul could only see his own weakness and the weakness 
of others before this mighty Philistine warrior.  David could see Goliath’s weakness in the 
shadow of God’s might. It would be easy to dismiss David’s attitude before Saul as over-
confidence, immature, even stupid, however, we know the rest of the story.  Even before David 
faced Goliath the battle was already won because as the song says “the battle belongs to the 
Lord.”  

It is nice and even comforting to say to oneself “God is watching over me.”  It is even 
better to approach every “battle” with the knowledge that God Himself is already there and 
fighting on your side.  Do you believe it?  Do you know it like David knew it?  
 

Pastor Rob 

WEEKLY MESSENGER 
May 18, 2021 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Our Nation , Our President and Our Leaders, The Coronavirus Pandemic, Nell 
Barnes, Alanha Johnson, Darryl Dukes, Lorea Oatis,  Donna Fite, Nell Wood, 
Phyllis Price, Gwen Burdette, Wayne Sturdivant, Marie Lowe (mother of Marie 

Graham), Tammy Hill, Peggy Phelps, Sylvia Robbins, Ashtyne Reid, Ruby Autin, 
Joan Kyle, Brittney Fish, Mary Bryant, Diann Phelps Meador, Doug Phelps, Judy 
Waits, James Glynn Fortenberry, Mike & Fran Ginn, Doris Phelps, Dora Powell, 
Lucas Porter, Charlie Martin, Halley Holmes, John Tucker, Guy Steele, Steven 
Simmons, Frances Vesely, family of Blake Brayton, Mrs. Doyle Bradshaw,the 

families of Debbie Peavy and Ken Crawley. 
 

(please let us know if there are any additions or deletions                                                                 
so we can get the prayer list up to date.) 

SHUT INS: 
 

The Grove –Georgetta Kuykendall, Angela Varnado 
The Myrtles – Carolyn Powers 

Wesley Manor – Lina Fortenberry 
Lakeland, Florida – Joe Pierce 

________________________________________________________________ 

Memorial Celebration for Mr. Arthur Pigott 

Saturday June 12, 2021 at 2:00 

First United Methodist Church Sanctuary                

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
1 – Brian Oglesbee 
2 – Kayleigh Hough 
4 – Glenda Prillhart 

7 – Brayden Thornhill 
7 – Luke Livingston 
8 – Hal Fortenberry 
9 – Bently Thornhill 

9 – Linda Struck 
9 – Sam Hathorn 

12 – Lina Fortenberry 
17 – Bruce Livingston 
17 – Sophia Breakfield 

18 – Beth Barnes 
19 – Justin Singley 
23- Devin Griffith 

23 – Hal & Joyce Fortenberry 
24 – Camille Breland 

25 – Drew & Allison Foxworth 
27 – Harold & Shirley Jackson 

28 – Sharon Kuykendall 
29 – Brandan Barber 

29 - Harrison Foxworth 
30 – Phyllis Price 
31- Kathy Bryant 

_______________________ 
Mindful Movers 

Have resumed their 
Chair classes!!! 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 
Wesley Center. 

8:15 a.m. 
 

 
 

FINANCES 
 

Contribution Reports 
                    May 17,2021 

 

Contributions $2411.00  
Youth $50.00 

Music $2000.00 
The total contributions for May 

$12,145.46 
The total contributions year to date 

$91,682.11 
The total expenses year to date 

$132,886.50 
 

We now have paypal.  See 
facebook or bulletin for scan. 

 

 

Like the Marines 
The Marion County Food 

Pantry 
is looking for a few good 

men and women.  
 

Please contact Robert 
Bourne – 601-736-3535 or 
Margaret Sauls 601-736-

8956 if you would be 
willing to help. 

URGENT 
NEED 

 



 
 

Music Notes 
 

 "For we are consumed by thine anger, And by thy wrath are we 
troubled. Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, Our secret sins in 
the light of thy countenance. For all our days are passed away in thy 
wrath: We spend our years as a tale that is told. The days of our years 
are threescore years and ten; And if by reason of strength they be 
fourscore years, Yet is their strength labour and sorrow; For it is soon 
cut off, and we fly away. (Psalm 90:7-10 KJV) 
 

 
“I’ll Fly Away,” sacred or secular? Many of us grew up singing “I’ll Fly Away,” and it is frequently associated with Ascension 
Sunday, but does it meet the “worthy of worship test?” Is it scriptural? Who is glorified? What message does it convey?  The 
choir sang “I’ll Fly Away” for the Call to Worship on Ascension Sunday, and I received many appreciative comments on the 
choir’s return as well as the uplifting Introit.  While I know there are those among us who may view “I’ll Fly Away” as less than 
worthy to be used in worship, I encourage you to research the controversy surrounding its history and its authorship before 
making your final decision.  

 
While Albert Brumley was not deep in meditation over Psalm 90 when he wrote “I’ll Fly Away,” his personal hope of salvation 
and eternal life with Jesus is expressed in the lyrics.  The actual inspiration for the song first came to Brumley when he was 
picking cotton on his father’s cotton farm in Oklahoma.  After beginning his music studies at the Hartford Music Institute, 
Brumley returned home in 1929 to help on the family farm.  It was on one of these hot Oklahoma days that Brumley began 
humming a popular song of the day, “If I Had the Wings of an Angel,” which was a ballad some have referred to as ‘The 
Prisoner’s Song.’ 

 
Now if I had the wings of an angel, over these prison walls I would fly, 
I’d fly to the arms of my poor darling, and there I’d be willing to die. 

When the shadows of this life have grown, I’ll fly away. 
Like a bird from prison bars have flown, I’ll fly away. 

 
Brumley said, “I was dreaming of flying away from that cotton field when I wrote, “I’ll Fly Away.” He thought this would be a 
good base for a gospel song.  As so many gospel songs do, “I’ll Fly Away” represents “theological escapism” (Hahn, Discipleship 
Ministries)—escaping the problems of this life for the joys of heaven. Freedom from earthly pain and suffering is frequently 
represented in gospel songs by images of angels, birds, and flying, and “I’ll Fly Away” is no exception.   
 
In addition to church on Sunday, you’ve probably heard this hymn in many different places—on movies like O Brother Where 
Art Thou or The Curious Case of Benjamin Button, or maybe on television shows like The Andy Griffith Show, The Waltons, or 
7th Heaven.  Those of us who are a little older may remember famous recordings by Elvis, Dolly Parton, the Selah Jubilee 
Singers, or The Chuck Wagon  Gang.  In fact, “I’ll Fly Away” has been recorded over 9,000 times according to SESAC, the most 
in history.  Regardless, whether young or old, we probably have some shared experience with this old Southern gospel favorite.   
 
In my opinion, “I’ll Fly Away” is often overlooked as a song to be used in worship and is unfairly criticized as “not worthy for 
worship.” It may, however, be one of those rare songs that can cross the boundaries of musical styles and genres and reach 
people from a variety of socio-economic, religious, and denominational backgrounds. It is a song that can unite us in our 
spiritual convictions.  Weigh in and let me know what you think, and as always, feel free to let me know your favorite hymns 
for worship.  As a side note, check out the “I’ll Fly Away” Foundation started in 2011 by Betsy Brumley-Bernier, an organization 
dedicated to “preserving our musical heritage while inspiring children to reach for their musical dreams.” 
(www.brumleymusic.com) 
 
It was a joy to see and hear the Chancel Choir in the choir loft this past week.  The choir is growing in numbers and strength, 
but we always have room for more singers.  Come and see what you have been missing at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday evenings. 
Stay tuned for exciting new music this summer! 
 
"Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands." Psalm 100:1 (KJV) 

Respectfully, 

Susan 
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  There will be a youth trip meeting 
this Wednesday at 6:30 in the sanctuary.  We’ll discuss dates, destination, and tentative pricing (dependent on size of 
the group).  We have just, in the last week, received the one, remaining set of dates impacting the youth who are 
likely to travel so that we could select our trip dates. Due to the short turnaround time, we will have to book rather 
quickly.  The deposit will be comprised of all ticket prices for special activities/ events and will be non-refundable.  
As always, though, we can transfer that amount to another youth in the event someone has to cancel but finds 
another youth to take his/her place. 

This Sunday, May 23rd, we’ll have a special outing to prepare us for summer:  blueberry and blackberry picking 
at Sandy Run Farm in Purvis.  This was a great afternoon the last time we did this, and the youth are excited to go 
again, some for the first time…has it been three years?! Prices are $12/ gallon, so please plan accordingly.  We’ll 
observe the Memorial Day weekend and take a break on Sunday activities 5/30th and then officially kick off summer by 
resuming Wednesday night activities for youth on June 2nd.  This summer, we’ll combine opportunities for service in 
the community and church, study, and fellowship times. I know, with this being the first “real” summer in 2 years 
(wow!), the youth have such busy schedules trying to fit in all the things.  As always, we want them to come to 
whatever they can, whenever they can!  The tentative schedule for youth will also be finalized at the parent meeting 
so that we can select the times to maximize participation on Sunday and Wednesday afternoons/ evenings. 

 

Graduates, if you haven’t completed the Bible survey yet, please do so ASAP so that we can make one 
purchase of our gift Bibles.  The link for the survey was sent out by email last week. 

 

Have a great week! 

Mrs. Angel 

Congratulations to Myers Foxworth, Mamie Herring, and Ollie Herring for making the 2021-2022 CHS Varsity 
Cheerleader Squad! If any children in the church or grandchildren (ages 4-12) who might be visiting this summer are 
interested in mini-cheer camp, please see one of the girls to get them signed up. Congratulations to Emma Grant,who 
was selected co-captain of the CHS Marching Wildcats Colorguard. We are proud of you!!!!  

 

                                              

 

 



           

 

 

 

 

 

Expand your Faith; 

Experience God’s Fire 

 

The Mission’s Committee of First United Methodist Church Invites you to 
join the Priscilla Shirer 7 week Bible Study,Elijah (Faith & Fire). This is a 
multi-denominational Bible Study and open to the women In  the 
community. There is no cost. Limited nursery space is available. Must 
reserve a space by June 7th, by calling Judy Griffith. 

 

Study books may be ordered through lifeway.com/elijah or Amazon.  
Judy will have a few for sale for $17.00 each. The Elijah Bible study book is 
optional. 
 

Dates: Each Friday, June 11th – July 30th 
Time: 11:30 – 12:30  May bring your lunch. 

Place: First United Methodist Church, Wesley Center 
411 Church Street 

 
For more information or to register, call or text Judy Griffith 
Phone: 601-441-1789 
 
Leigh Hathorn will facilitate for several sessions. 
 

A Seven Session Study, by Priscilla Shirer 
 

Join us if you want to: 

 Understand the value of seasons of growth and testing in your  
            spiritual maturity. 

 Be encouraged to wait on God’s good work in your heart and mind, 
even in seasons when you feel like no one sees. 

 Learn to trust in the goodness and faithfulness of God and his  
            purpose for your life. 

 
 Thursday, May 20, 2021 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 Friday, May 21,2021 
 No Scheduled Activities 
 Saturday, May 22, 2021 
 No Scheduled Activities 
 Sunday, May 23, 2021 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. – Worship Service 
 5:00 p.m. –  Sunday night youth 
 Monday, May 24,2021 
 5:30 p.m. – Administrative Councel 
 Tuesday, May 25, 2021 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 8:30 a.m. – 10:30 – Food Pantry  
 10:00 a.m. – AGAPE shawl workshop 
 Wednesday, May 26, 2021 
 4:00 p.m.- Women’s Quartet 
 5:00 p.m.- Octet 
 6:00 p.m. – Men’s Quartet 
 7:00 p.m. – Beth and Susan Practice 
 Thursday May 27, 2021  
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 9:30 a.m. – UMW Morning Circle 
 Friday, May 28,2021 
 No Scheduled Activities 
 Saturday, May 29, 2021 
 No Scheduled Activities 
 Sunday, May 30, 2021 
 9:45 a.m – Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. – Worship Service 
 Monday, May 31, 2021 
 Memorial Day – office closed 
 Tuesday June 1, 2021 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 Wednesday June 2,2021 
 4:00 p.m. – Women’s Quartet 
 5:00 p.m. – Octet 
 6:00 p.m. – Men’s Quartet 
 7:00 p.m. – Beth & Susan practice 
 Thursday June 3, 2021 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 Tuesday June 8, 2021 
  8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 Thursday June 10, 2021 
  8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A Summer Time prayer 

Oh Lord, we pray as this summer begins that students of all ages will find rest from the toil of 
study.  That teachers will find rest from the labor of instruction.  That parents and other family 
members will find rest from caring for those trying to find rest.  Help us to remember that 
difficult is not impossible and busy is not bad.  Also, help us remember that rest and relaxation 
are vital for our well being.  Help all of us whose schedules are challenged by the onset of 
summer vacation to find ways to use the time ahead of us to bring glory to you.  Give us a safe 
and peaceful season! 
In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen!    
  

“From the rising of the sun to its setting 
   the name of the Lord is to be praised.” 

(Psalm 113:3. NRSV) 
 

We Pray that all will go into this Summer time seeking ways to serve God and to build us His     
kingdom!                                   
  

 
 
 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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COLUMBIA, MS 39429 
Suscipit, vicis praesent erat feugait epulae, validus indole 


