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“Just because you’re taught the something’s right and everyone believes it’s right, it 
don’t make it right.”   
                      Mark Twain The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
  
 The eponymous hero of the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn found 
himself at odds with the cultural norms around him.  This is what makes Huck such an 
interesting character.  He was growing up in a world in which a significant portion of the 
population was enslaved by another.  So, all around him, Huck dealt with either slaves 
or slavers.  Even the people who didn’t themselves own other human beings were 
divided on the issue.  Huckleberry Finn found himself in situations where he had to 
choose what he himself believed.  He winds up being a much better person when he 
realizes that just because an idea is the popular one, it isn’t necessarily the right one.  
You and I know now that slavery is evil.  In fact, racism, in any form is evil.  
Huckleberry Finn took a journey that would help him come to understand that.        
 God’s word tells us in several places that we need to seek good and turn away 
from evil.  The Old and New Testaments are replete with verses such as this one from 
the prophet Amos: 
      

14 Seek good and not evil, 
   that you may live; 
and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you, 
   just as you have said.  
15 Hate evil and love good, 
   and establish justice in the gate; (Amos 5:14-15b) 
 

Jesus tells us in several places to be holy, righteous, and just etc. etc.   
He doesn’t care what the “popular” opinion of the day is.  God is concerned with how 
we treat others.  He wants us to be good people. And being good, means rejecting evil in 
its various insidious forms.  Huckleberry Finn put it another way:   
 

“Right is right, and wrong is wrong, and a body ain’t got no business doing wrong when 
he ain’t ignorant and knows better.”  
                Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
 
Be Good! 
Pastor Rob  
 



                                                          

 

        

 

 

    

 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
 

Sunday, May 8th, 2022 
                       

Contributions  
$ 5,541.50 

(includes designated givings) 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATE 
$120,238.71 

(includes designated givings) 
 

EXPENSES TO DATE 
$ 135,249.79 

   
 

 
   Family of Doris Phelps, Family of Betty Shows, Raven Smith, Chris Johnson, 
Melvin “Buddy” Jones (Melanie Bass father), Elizabeth Wallace Taylor, George 
Haas, Doug Phelps,  Anne Parks, Cindy McIntyre, Tracy Winton, Ryleigh Turnage, 
David Sartin, Tripp Jackson, Joe Geiger, Terri Geiger, Violet Garrison and family, 
Joan Harry, Debbie Dale, David Ball, Tommy Gipson, Kent Stogner, Janette 
Dickens, Tara Ard, Gail & Jim Stephens, Lori McAlpin, Wayne & Mary Sturdivant, 
Fran and Mike Ginn, Debbie Hutson, Patrick Smith, Laura Beth Hebbler, John & 
Teresa Speights, Dana Simmons, Pandemic, the people of Ukraine, the Ukranians 
trapped in the Azov Steel Plant and World Peace 

             (please let us know if there are any additions or deletions                                                                  
                 so we can get the prayer list up to date.) 
                
 SHUT INS: 
    THE GROVE  
    Georgetta Kuykendall, Angela Varnado 
    WESLEY MANOR  
    Lina Fortenberry 
    LAKELAND FLORIDA  
    Joe Pierce 
    THE GROVE 
    Ruby Moody 
 

 
MAY BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 2022 

 
 

MAY 
 

1 – Brian Oglesbee 2 – Kayleigh 
Hough 4- Glenda Prillhart 7- 

Brayden Thornhill 8- Hal 
Fortenberry 9 – Bently 

Thornhill, Linda Struck, Sam 
Hathorn 12- Lina Fortenberry 
17- Bruce Livingston, Sophia 

Breakfield 18- Beth Barnes 19- 
Justin Singley 23 – Devin 
Griffith, Hal and Joyce 

Fortenberry, Liza Hathorn 24 – 
Camille Breland 25 – Drew and 

Allison Foxworth 27- Lela 
Buckley 28 – Sharon 

Kuykendall 29 - Brandan 
Barber, Harrison Foxworth 31 – 

Kathy Bryant  
 
 
 

 
If you have someone you 
would like to add to the 
prayer list please give us 

their name and address so we 
can send them a card. Also, 
so we can keep our list up to 

date let the church office 
know when or if they need to 

be removed. 
 
 

 

FOOD PANTRY 
 

The food pantry is in need 
of dry goods such as, 
Hamburger Helper, mac 
and cheese, corn muffin 
mix, biscuit mix, instant 
potatoes and rice.                                    

 



                                                          

                                                          

 
        
    
Sunday, May 15, 2022 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. – Worship Service 
Monday, May 16, 2022 
  No Scheduled Activities 
Tuesday, May 17, 2022 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 8:30 a.m. – Food Pantry Vouchers 
Wednesday, May 18, 2022 
 9:00 a.m. – XYZ 
 4:00 p.m. – Men’s and Ladie’s Quartet 
 5:00 p.m. – Susan and Beth Rehearsal 
 5:15 p.m. – Wednesday Supper 
 6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir 
Thursday, May 19, 2022 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 5:30 p.m. – Finance Meeting 
Friday, May 20, 2022 
 10:30 a.m. – Missions Meeting 
 Saturday, May 21, 2022 
 No Scheduled Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
     
 
   
     
 
                                            
                                                                                        
  
 
                                                                                       
  
  

 

 

Our youth have been busy this past month with tournaments, state 
tests, try-outs, and celebrations. I’ll credit Allison Foxworth, years ago, 
with the saying “May is the new December.”; and I bet every parent can 
agree that she was (and is) 100% correct!  

Not to add to the busyness, but I do need my senior moms and folks to 
start sending in Baccalaureate info and pics. And just prepare yourselves 
now for the flood of emotions selecting the right photos will bring! I’ll 
text out details, but I really do need the info and pics by 5/15 so that I 
can share them with the tech team and prepare the program. 

We will host a summer trip info meeting this Wednesday in the 
sanctuary at 5:00.  Any senior high youth interested in making the final 
decision is encouraged to attend.  Once the decision is made, we’ll host 
a parent meeting the next week so that we can have as much notice as 
possible in getting the trip finalized and secured.  It has been QUITE the 
challenge to find dates that will work for the majority of our youth, as 
they are SO busy over their short summer break.  I’m convinced, though, 
we can find a way to make it happen. 

High school seniors participating in our Baccalaureate (It’s not too late 
for others!) 

Carson Beisel, CHS 
Kami Carter, CHS 
Austin Shows, CA 
Luke Stogner, CHS 
 

Congrats to the following: 

o Christopher Hahn for earning CHS Valedictorian AND Star 
Student 

o Myers Foxworth, Mamie Herring, Ollie Herring, and 
Cooper Smith for making the 2022-2023 CHS Varsity 
Cheerleader squad  

o Jackson Lintner for being chosen as “Walter the 
Wildcat” for the 2022-2023 cheer season 

o Mamie Herring for being elected 2022-2023 CHS Student 
Body V-P 

o Aria Blackard for being elected (12th) vice-president, 
Myers Foxworth (12th) representative, Alleigh Johnson 
(12th) at-large representative, Ollie Herring (10th) 
president, and Cooper Smith (10th) representative 

o Myers Foxworth (11th) and Ollie Herring (9th) for being 
chosen as “Class Favorites”. 

o Myers Foxworth for representing CHS tennis at State in 
mixed doubles 

o Aria Blackard, Mamie Herring, and Sandra Thomas for 
being selected as Girls’ State delegates. 

o Emma Grant for her induction into NHS. 
 

*There are probably more honors, but these are the ones I know about 
and/or can remember….the list is getting long!   
 

Have a great week! 

Mrs. Angel 

OFFICE NEWS 

*All email communications should be 
sent to office@fumccolumbia.org.   
*All information for the bulletin should 
be received by 8 a.m. Thursdays. 
*All information for the Newsletter 
should be  received by noon on 
Mondays. 
 

Tina will be gone May 27 and 
return on June 6th. Because of 
this the office will be closed 
Friday, May 27th, Monday, 
May 30th and Friday, June 6th.  
The office will be staffed on May 
31-June 2 by volunteers.  
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 585 
411 CHURCH STREET 
COLUMBIA, MS 39429 
 

Worship Corner 
  

Some of you noticed the Cross outside and the changing colors of the cloth and altar colors. Our 
Cross remains outside from Ash Wednesday until Pentecost Sunday.  On Ash Wednesday a purple cloth 
was placed on the Cross, and purple linens were placed on the altar.  These colors represent the liturgical 
season of Lent. The color remained purple until Good Friday when black cloths were placed on the Cross 
and altar until Easter morning.  Then the cloths were changed to white.  

We are currently still in the Easter season, and will be until Pentecost Sunday on June 5.  Pentecost 
is celebrated by the use of red liturgical colors representing the day the Holy Spirit was poured out upon 
the followers of Jesus (including all of us). In celebration of Pentecost, we encourage everyone to wear 
red that Sunday.  Please note that because Pentecost Sunday falls at the  
beginning of the month this year, the altar will be adorned with white for  
communion.  The celebration of communion always takes priority over the  
liturgical color of the day.   

 If you have any questions for the worship committee, please let the  
church office know and we will try to answer your questions in the next  
newsletter.                                                   

 
Grace and peace,                                                                       
The Worship Committee. 
 

  



                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 
 
 

This past week, Pastor Rob spoke about favorite Bible verses, and today as we prepare for the Fifth Sunday 
Day of Music, I thought I would share one of my favorites with you, Colossians 3:16.   
 

We will delve into the deeper meaning of this verse in the next few weeks, but as we prepare to gather for a 
Sunday of Song, let us start by remembering the importance of music in worship. Next to Bible teaching, 
congregational singing is the best component of a church service. It is a way, in and of itself, of teaching the 
Gospel. I learned much of the Bible through song, as did many of you. We must train our children to sing 
and memorize hymns. It is the best religious education. It ties them to the church and develops their spiritual 
growth.   

Congregational singing is essential in the regular Sunday morning service and should not be shoved aside by 
the choir special, the sermon, or any other talking. One of the best ways to revive a church is to sing them 
back to life. Remember all the people who sang in the Bible. David sang and wrote the Psalms to be sung. 
Moses sang and led the people in song. Miriam, Deborah, and Barak sang. Paul and Silas sang. Jesus and the 
disciples sang. The angels sing, and we will ALL sing in Heaven.   
 

I always end Music Notes with Psalm 100, and I hope that as we prepare to gather on May 29, you will 
memorize this verse and Colossians 3:16. Be prepared for a glorious day of singing and worshiping the Lord 
through song. Invite your friends and bring your children and grandchildren! 
 

"Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence 
with singing (Psalm 100: 1-2, KJV)." 

Sincerely, 

Susan 

 

 
Music Notes 

 
"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in 
all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord." (Colossians 3:16, KJV) 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTABLE NEWS 

 Wednesday Suppers will continue 
through the summer!! 

 The deadline for May 29th and 
June 5th  bulletins will be 
Thursday, May 26th at 8 a.m. 

 We are still looking for sponsors 
for the shut-in meals. Please 
contact the office if you would 
like to sponsor a meal. 

 Leondard and Kathy Jones are 
working diligently on the kitchen 
floor. It really looks good and 
smells amazing. 

 We are receiving a lot of the 
membership audits back and it is 
greatly appreciated! If you still 
have yours, please return it as 
soon as you can. 
 

 

Our last WWW is this week! I can never thank our WWW volunteers enough for their commitment 
this year. With over 60 kids each week, it really takes a village to make this work.  

VBS registration will open online next week! So far, I’ve had 4 people volunteer to help. We will 
need at least 20-30 volunteers this year. If you can help, in any capacity, please let me know. 

                            

 

VBS is June 5-8th from 5:30-7:30 nightly. 

HAVE A GREAT WEEK!! KELEIGH 
 

 

We extend Christian love 
and sympathy to the family 
and friends of: 

 Doris Phelps and 
Betty Shows. 

May God’s grace grant you 
peace and comfort. 


