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HEBREWS 10:24-25 (NRSV)  24 And let us consider how to provoke one another to 
love and good deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  
 

EPHESIANS 4:15-16 (NRSV)  15 but speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in 
every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined 
and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working 
properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 
 

ROMANS 12: (NRSV)  5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
we are members one of another. 
 

Perhaps these passages have many things in common. But one idea 
stands out to me as I read these verses again…connection. 

From Hebrews we learn that we are not to neglect to “meet together.” In 
other words, as the Body of Christ that is the Church, we are to be connected to 
one another. From Ephesians we learn that the Body of Christ is actually 
connected like the ligaments of our physical body, knit together as a matter of life 
or death. From Romans we learn that once we become one body in Christ, we are 
actually connected as members of one another. 
There’s no two ways about it! Once we have made a decision for Christ, then we 
have also made a decision for one another…the community of faith in fellowship. 
How are we doing at being connected? A dictionary definition says something like 
this: a relationship or association, sometimes of personal intimacy as in family 
connection. It also uses these words to described connection: coherence, 
continuity, linked. How are we doing, First UMC, at being connected to one 
another? 

Last Sunday I had lunch with our current group of confirmands (young 
people preparing for baptism and joining the church). I asked the question, “What 
does confirmation mean to you?” There were lots of good answers: learning more 
about God, learning more about why Jesus died, learning more about our church. 
One answer, though, stood out among the others. This young man said, “It’s 
about connection. Confirmation is about connection.” It’s about building 
relationships with God and building relationships with other people. We can learn 
all the lessons about doctrine and theology and belief systems. But when we get 
right down to it, church is about connecting to God and one another. That’s not 
something we memorize like a school lesson, it’s something we know by heart. 

How are we doing, First UMC, at connecting to God and to one another? 
May this season of Lent be our opportunity to connect in large and small ways to 
God, to each other, and to the call placed on our lives by the risen Messiah. 
 

Deep peace, 
Heather 
 



                                                          

 

        

 

 

    

 

GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Sunday, February 26, 2023                       
General Fund Contributions  
$ 2487.00 
 
General Fund Contributions to date 
$34,697.39 
General Fund Expenses to date 
$ 67,603.72
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Those affected by the devastating earthquake in Turkey and Syria, Joey Porter, 
Lucas Porter, Larry Middleton, Bowen Kelly, Josh Becker, Charlie Sanford, Davis 
Herring, Joan Berry, Bob Holloway, Lucinda Badon, Cindy Raines,  Floyd and 
Mary Daley, Ben Ford, Jerry Fitch, Raven Smith, Cindy McIntyre, Violet Garrison 
and family, Ryleigh Turnage, the people of Ukraine and World Peace. 

 

(please let us know if there are any additions or deletions 
so we can get the prayer list up to date.) 

       

 
 
 

 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 2022 

2- Grace Ann Pierce, Pam 
Bowman 3- Tommy Gipson 5- 

Hayden Cody 10- Ramie 
Russell 12- Kaitlyn Kyzar 13- 
Brad and Rhonda Livingston, 
Marilyn Foxworth 14- Riley 

Grace Howell 16- Kayla Barber 
17- Burt Rowell, Mary Nell 

Livingston 18 – Allison Bullock, 
Riley Pittman 20 Brad 

Livingston, Tommy and Faye 
Gipson 22 – Mary Claire Harvey 

24 – Sharon Kittrell 28 – 
Keleigh Oglesbee 29 – Dawn 

Martin, Martha Morrow, Nioma 
Webb 

          
 

 
If you have someone you would 
like to add to the prayer list, 
please give us their name and 
address so we can send them a 
card. Also, so we can keep our 
list up to date let the church 
office know when or if they 
need to be removed. 

 
 

Bulletin/Newsletter Deadlines 
*All email communications should 
be sent to 
office@fumccolumbia.org.   
*All information for the bulletin 
should be received by 8 a.m. 
Thursdays. 
*All information for the Newsletter 
should be received by noon on 
Mondays. 

 

SHUT INS: 
    THE GROVE  
    Georgetta Kuykendall 
    Angela Varnado 
    Ruby Moody 
    WESLEY MANOR  
    Lina Fortenberry 
     

LAKELAND FLORIDA  
    Joe Pierce 
    THE MYRTLES 
    Gail Houston 
    Carolyn Boyles 
    ALDEN POINTE 
     Lela Buckley 



                                                          

                                                          

 
        
 
Sunday, March 5, 2023 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.- Worship Service 
 Monday, March 6, 2023 
  No Scheduled Activities 
Tuesday, March 7, 2023 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 8:30 a.m. – Food Pantry Vouchers 
Wednesday, March 8, 2023 
 9:00 a.m. – XYZ 
 3:00 p.m. - WWW 
 4:00 p.m. – Men’s and Ladies’ 
Quartets 

 4:30 p.m. – Trustee Meeting 
 4:50 p.m. – Handbell Choir 
 5:15 p.m. – Wednesday Supper 
 6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir 
Thursday, March 9, 2023 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 10:00 a.m. – Prayer Ministry 
Gathering 

 4:00 p.m. – Staff Meeting 
Friday, March 10, 2023 
 No Scheduled Activities 
Saturday, March 11, 2023 
 No Scheduled Activities 
   
     
     
 
                                            
                                                                                        
  
 
                                                                                       
  
  
 
  

 

 
Our youth are entering one of their busiest times of the year- 
with baseball games, tennis matches, musical, cheer tryouts, 
concerts, show choir performances, and even some academic 
things thrown in for good measure! With the weather being nice 
the last couple of Sundays, we’ve resumed some of our tennis 
court devotionals. Parents, know that we understand your youth 
are busy…join us for any and all activities they are free for or not 
too exhausted to attend! We offer 3 times to meet each week for 
a reason! 

Next week, we’ll travel to see The Jesus Revolution at The 
Grand. Showtimes aren’t released at the moment, but we’ll aim 
for the latest afternoon/earliest evening time we can to ensure 
everyone is home in time to get to bed for another busy school 
week! 

Congratulations to all those involved in the CHS Musical! What 
great performances of Oklahoma! And, as always, it is so great 
each and every year to see how our congregation turns out to 
support this school event and our children involved in it. I can 
promise you that does not go unnoticed to our youth! Trying to 
get photos of everyone onstage after the performances when they 
are rushing to turn in mics, take their own photos, or just get out 
of costume is no easy feat. We sadly didn’t get one with 
EVERYONE, but we did get some of our leading ladies and dancers 
for a quick picture! Congrats to all, though, on great 
performances…the long days and nights of practices, Saturdays 
spent decorating, and the nerves that go along with performing 
ALL paid off. We are proud of you!!  

Have a great week! 
Mrs. Angel 
 

*If you have awards/activities/achievements that I may not know 
about you’d like me to highlight for your youth in the newsletter, 
please let me know!  

 
 

MARCH 

Our greatest need at this time 
is spaghetti and spaghetti 
sauce. All donations are 

greatly appreciated. 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 585 
411 CHURCH STREET 
COLUMBIA, MS 39429 
 

 
 

 

  
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

March 3, 2023 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Bring a salad or dessert 

 and  

stay for a fellowship lunch! 

 

New Zion U.M.C. 

17 E Marion School Rd 

Columbia, MS 39429 

For more information call: 

601-441-2217 

 

 

Heart Journey, A Grief Support Gathering 
Two opportunities, every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. or 
6:00 p.m., Feb. 28 – May 16 
 
Early Morning Men, A “before work” opportunity to 
gather for coffee and prayer with other men of 
faith. Every Tuesday, 7:00-7:45 a.m., Feb. 28 – April 
4. 

Prayer Ministry Gathering, Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. 
beginning March 9. A gathering of those committed 
to the power of prayer in our church and world. We 
will pray together over specific celebrations and 
concerns, share a short meditation led by Pastor 
Heather, and make plans for future opportunities 
including a prayer workshops, healing services, and a 
Holy Saturday Prayer Vigil in the sanctuary. This 
group will decide together whether to continue as a 
weekly or monthly opportunity and what day/time is 
best for most. 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Music Notes 

“Immediately the Spirit drove Him into the 
wilderness. And He was there in the wilderness forty 
days, tempted by Satan, and was with the wild 
beasts; and the angels ministered to Him” (Mark 
1:12-13 KJV). 

This Sunday, we sang a hymn unfamiliar to many of you, “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days.” It first 
appeared in Claudia Hernaman’s Child’s Book of Praise; A Manual for Devotion in Simple Verse in 1873. It was 
not included in hymnals until 1960 but is now standard in many hymnals.  

“Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” is based on Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; and Luke 4:1-13, all 
accounts of the temptation of Jesus. Five years ago, I was first introduced to this hymn when Barbara Lott 
asked me to sing it on the First Sunday of Lent. She explained to me the importance of this hymn, and upon 
further research, I found that it was biblically based and liturgically crucial for the season of Lent. I generally 
don’t include this hymn in our Sunday lineup due to its unfamiliarity. As we all know, however,  the number 
“forty” has special biblical significance (Noah and the flood, Israel in the desert, Jesus on Earth after the 
resurrection). Christ’s forty days in the wilderness provide the model for the forty days of Lent.  

Heather suggested we sing Hernaman’s hymn this past Sunday, and it was the ideal prelude to her message 
on temptation. As with many hymns, Christ’s life is the perfect  model for handling temptation. I encourage 
you to take a fresh look at the verses of  “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days.” The first lines of each 
stanza focus on Christ’s response to His temptation, and the last two lines encourage us to model our lives on 
this example. The themes of the Lenten season are all represented in this hymn.  Stanza one deals with 
fasting and prayer; stanza two, Satan and sin; stanza three, dying to self; stanza four, penitence; and stanza 
five, looking forward to Easter. 

“‘Lord, who throughout these forty days’” is the only hymn by Hernaman that is commonly sung today. 
Because there are very few hymns that encompass the entire period of Lent and take us to Easter, it fills a 
needed gap in the hymn repertoire and starts us off on the journey toward Holy Week and Easter.”  
  

1 Lord, who throughout these forty days for us didst fast and pray, teach us with thee to mourn our sins and 
close by thee to stay. 
2 As thou with Satan didst contend, and didst the victory win, O give us strength in thee to fight, in thee to 
conquer sin.  
3 As thou didst hunger bear, and thirst, so teach us, gracious Lord, to die to self, and chiefly live by thy most 
holy word. 
4 And through these days of penitence and through thy passiontide, yea, evermore in life and death, Jesus, 
with us abide. 
5 Abide with us, that so, this life of suffering over past, an Easter of unending joy we may attain at last. 
 

 “Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. Serve the LORD with gladness: Come before his presence 
with singing.” Psalm 100:1, 2. 

 
Respectfully, 
Susan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Hawn, C. Richard, “History of Hymns:”Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days””Discipleship Ministries, 15 Feb. 2015, 
www.umcdiscipleship.org. Accessed 26 Jan. 2023. 



                                                          

 
 

 

 


