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A Word About Worship 
22-25 So let’s do it—full of belief, confident that we’re presentable inside and out. 
Let’s keep a firm grip on the promises that keep us going. He always keeps his 
word. Let’s see how inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping out, not 
avoiding worshiping together as some do but spurring each other on, especially as 
we see the big Day approaching. — 

Hebrews 10:25 (The Message) 
Two things about worship: 1) Worship Attendance is down at First UMC, and 2) 

Worship is not about numbers. I’m never “counting” on Sunday morning, or looking 
around to see who is here and who is not. However, I do notice. I notice because I 
recognize how important worship is to the individual. I notice because I recognize 
how important each person’s presence is to the entire Body of Christ. I notice because 
Jesus said to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.” (Matthew 22:27). One way we love the Lord our God is through 
worship. I notice because God has given us everything good in our lives and to give 
back one hour of worship a week is small by comparison. I notice because worship is 
about bringing our praise and thanksgiving to God. I notice because our attendance 
at worship sets the tone and teaches our children and grandchildren. 

Back in the day, surveys on average worship attendance revealed that most people 
considered 3 out of 4 times to be average attendance. Today the results are just once 
a month. It’s true that in this 21st century field of faith there is a lot more competing 
for our time. I understand that. My invitation to everyone, regular worshippers and 
occasional worshippers alike, is to grow just one step in your commitment to worship. 
Maybe that’s being more spiritually present when you do worship. Maybe that’s 
offering to read scripture or help serve communion in worship. Maybe it’s committing 
to add one more Sunday per month to your attendance in worship. The invitation is 
to consider it, pray about, and commit to growing just one step. 

There are many reasons to worship on Sunday morning, among them are:  
 Worship gives thanks and praise to God who has given us everything, including 

Christ. 
 Worship reminds us that we are not alone (God and the community of faith 

are with us). 
 Worship reminds us that we are not in control (God is in control). 
 Worship gives us a means of grace through Holy Communion, baptism, song, 

scripture, word. 
 Worship gives us an opportunity to love others, and allow others to love us. 

If you’ve been “missing in action,” I want you to know that you have been missed. 
I want you to know that your church needs you and God needs you. I want you to 
know that you will always be welcomed here with open arms, whether once a year 
or every Sunday. And I want you to know that God loves you unconditionally no matter 
what! So, having said all that, see you in worship? Until then, deep peace. 
 

Heather 
 



                                                          

 

        

 

 

    

 

GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Sunday, March 12, 2023                       
General Fund Contributions  
$ 5607.50 
 
General Fund Income to date 
$54,988.99 
General Fund Expenses to date 
$ 78,954.71 
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Birki Cavacho, Debbie Messer, Ri’Lan Wilkinson, Dr. David Ball, Joey Porter, 
Lucas Porter, Larry Middleton, Bowen Kelly, Josh Becker, Charlie Sanford, Davis 
Herring, Joan Berry, Bob Holloway, Lucinda Badon, Cindy Raines,  Floyd and 
Mary Daley, Ben Ford, Jerry Fitch, Raven Smith, Cindy McIntyre, Violet Garrison 
and family, Ryleigh Turnage, those affected by the devastating earthquake in 
Turkey and Syria, the people of Ukraine and World Peace. 

(please let us know if there are any additions or deletions 
so we can get the prayer list up to date.) 

       

 
 
 
 

 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 2022 

2- Grace Ann Grant, Pam 
Bowman 3- Tommy Gipson 5- 

Hayden Cody 10- Ramie 
Russell 12- Kaitlyn Kyzar 13- 
Brad and Rhonda Livingston, 
Marilyn Foxworth 14- Riley 

Grace Howell, Heather 
Hensarling 16- Kayla Barber 
17- Burt Rowell, Mary Nell 

Livingston 18 – Allison Bullock, 
Riley Pittman 20 Brad 

Livingston, Tommy and Faye 
Gipson 22 – Mary Claire Harvey 

24 – Sharon Kittrell 28 – 
Keleigh Oglesbee 29 – Dawn 

Martin, Martha Morrow, Nioma 
Webb 

 

    THE GROVE  
    Georgetta Kuykendall 
    Angela Varnado 
    Ruby Moody 
    WESLEY MANOR  
    Lina Fortenberry 
    BELLEVUE 
    Ruth Oswalt 
     

LAKELAND FLORIDA  
    Joe Pierce 
    THE MYRTLES 
    Gail Houston 
    Carolyn Boyles 
    ALDEN POINTE 
     Lela Buckley 
 



                                                          

                                                          

 
        
 
Sunday, March 19, 2023 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.- Worship Service 
Monday, March 20, 2023 
  No Scheduled Activities 
Tuesday, March 21, 2023 
 7:00 a.m. – Early Morning Men 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 8:30 a.m. – Food Pantry Vouchers 
 10:00 a.m. – Heart Journey, Grief 
Support Group 

Wednesday, March 22, 2023 
 4:00 p.m. – Men’s and Ladies’ Quartets 
 4:50 p.m. – Handbell Choir 
 5:15 p.m. – Wednesday Supper 
 6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir 
Thursday, March 23, 2023 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 10:00 a.m. – Prayer Ministry  
 4:00 p.m. – Staff Meeting 
 5:00 p.m. – Trustee Meeting 
Friday, March 24, 2023 
 No Scheduled Activities 
Saturday, March 25, 2023 
 No Scheduled Activities 
   
     
     
 
                                            
                                                                                        
  
 
                                                                                       
  
  
 
  
              

 

 
 

Our confirmation class attended New Zion United Methodist 
Church last Sunday for worship as a way to reinforce the 
connectional nature of the United Methodist denomination. 
Some of the kids were excited to see CHS’s Coach James 
taking part in the service, and we were able to sit in on the 
last bit of his Sunday School class before the service began. 
We were welcomed right in, and it was interesting to note 
the similarities and differences in how we worship, though, 
of course, the central goal and message of the service was 
one and the same as ours are every Sunday. 

That evening, the youth traveled to The Grand to see The 
Jesus Revolution, so it was a full day! Several remarked it 
was the best faith-based film we have seen together, and I 
think we would all highly recommend it. It is currently 
playing at the Marion Twin if anyone is looking for a quick 
outing this week. 

Thank you to Mrs. Allison for covering our Wednesday youth 
programming this week, as we were traveling home from 
Batson still. The lesson this past week focused on deserts 
and wells, two very different things, but used Scripture 
from Exodus and the story of the woman at the well to 
bridge the discussion of our needs and how God provides for 
us. The lesson also focused on how God cares for our history 
and past experiences and knows us inside and out. The 
question to ponder for the week was how WE could know 
God better since He knows and cares for us so well. 

Congratulations to Myers for being elected Miss CHS and 
Most Talented, to Aria for being elected Most Intellectual, 
and to Mamie for being elected Most School Spirit! 
Congratulations to Ollie, Kate, and Cooper for making the 
2023-2024 CHS Varsity Cheerleading Team! And 
congratulations to Gabe on another 1st place showchoir win 
as he wraps up his competition season with West Marion! We 
already know ALL our youth are ALL the things, but we 
celebrate these honors with and for you! 

Have a great week! 

Mrs. Angel 

 

MARCH 

Our greatest need at this time 
is spaghetti and spaghetti 
sauce. All donations are 

greatly appreciated. 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 585 
411 CHURCH STREET 
COLUMBIA, MS 39429 
 

          
 

 
If you have someone you would like to add to the prayer list, please give us their name and 
address so we can send them a card. Also, so we can keep our list up to date let the church office 
know when or if they need to be removed. 

 
 

Bulletin/Newsletter Deadlines 
*All email communications should be sent to office@fumccolumbia.org.   
*All information for the bulletin should be emailed by 8 a.m. Thursdays. 
*All information for the Newsletter should be emailed by noon on Mondays. 
 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Notes 

“But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the world.” (Galations 6:14 KJV). 

Last year, at the request of a member of the men’s quartet, 
I commissioned an arrangement of “At the Cross” from a 
dear friend and former colleague, Matthew Pickering. 
Initially, we had some trouble communicating what hymn, 
precisely, we wanted. Was it “At the Cross,” or  “Alas 

and Did My Savior Bleed,” and what was the tune, MARTYRDOM or HUDSON?  I knew the hymn as “At the Cross,” 
with words by Isaac Watts, and a refrain by Ralph Hudson, but the Methodist Hymnal has both the hymn by Isaac Watts 
with no refrain, tune, MARTYRDOM, and the hymn by Isaac Watts with a refrain by Ralph Hudson, tune, HUDSON.  
Both hymns are beautiful, but our men’s quartet chose  “At the Cross” (Alas and Did My Savior Bleed) based on the 
Watts poem and the HUDSON tune.  
 
Isaac Watts (1674-1748) was an English nonconformist minister who wrote hymns and authored educational books on 
geography, astronomy, grammar, and philosophy.  He is best known, however, for his hymns.  Watts wrote over 600 
hymns, making him one of the most prolific hymnists of all time. His most recognizable hymns are from Hymns and 
Sacred Songs (1707), including the hymn we sang last week, “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.”  Other familiar titles 
include “Joy to the World,” “O God Our Help in Ages Past,” “When I Can Read My Title Clear,” “My Shepherd Will 
Supply My Need,” and, of course, “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” (At the Cross).   
 
Watts and his father thought the music of the English church was tedious and boring.  They felt that singing only metrical 
psalms was uninspired, while other Christians believed it would insult God to sing anything other than texts from 
scripture. Isaac’s father, also a minister, challenged his son to “write something better for us to sing.”1  The congregation 
responded enthusiastically after Watts presented his first song, and requested a new hymn every week.  Most of his 
hymns, like “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed,” resulted from a “fervent concern about the dismal state of congregational 
singing.”2 While well-known in Great Britain, this hymn was even more popular in America. One of my favorite hymn 
writers, Fanny Crosby, credited this song as crucial in her conversion.  After hearing this song at a revival meeting in 
1850, she said that her “very soul was flooded with a celestial light.”3 
 
The tune of “Alas and Did My Savior Bleed” was originally an old Scottish melody.  However, Ralph Hudson, preacher, 
singer, and composer, published this hymn with a new tune (HUDSON) and a refrain, in his collection, Songs of Peace, 
Love, and Joy. It belongs to a group of Passion hymns that recount “forensic justification” (through Christ’s sacrifice, we 
receive a righteousness that is not our own). Some scholars say that Hudson added the melody for the verses, but that 
lyrics and tune of the refrain were already popular in the campmeeting tradition.  It is possible that Hudson merely added 
them to his original melody.  He was known for adding refrains of his own to many standard hymns and setting them to 
gospel song tunes. Poignant words, a beautiful melody, and a lilting refrain make this song worth singing any time of 
year, particularly during the Lenten season, ending with “But drops of grief can ne’er repay the debt of love I owe: Here, 
Lord, I give myself away; 'tis all that I can do.” 
 
“Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.  Serve the LORD with gladness: Come before his presence with 
singing.” Psalm 100:1, 2. 

Respectfully, 
Susan 

 
1 Osbeck, Kenneth W. Amazing Grace. Kregel Publications, 1990, p. 12. 
2 Osbeck, Kenneth, p. 333. 
3 Crosby, Fanny. Memories of Eighty Years. James H. Earle & Company, 1906, p. 24. 



                                                          

 
 
 

 
 

 

*****Our Annual Palm Sunday lunch and egg hunt are just a few weeks away! We are 
accepting donations of candy or treat filled eggs for our hunt. 
*****If you would like to donate, please leave your items in the baskets that can be found 
in the office, sanctuary and Wesley Center.  
 
 

 


