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     How do you read scripture? Do you look up something when it's mentioned in 
conversation, at a Bible Study or in a Sermon? Or do you look up something because it fits with 
what you're thinking about at the moment? Perhaps you start at the beginning of the chapter, 
book, or even Bible and read straight through. One option is to sit and meditate with a verse. 
Now as Christians we tend to be a little wary of the idea of "meditating" on scripture. It sounds a 
bit new-age. But its not new. In fact, Christians have been doing this for centuries. Meditation 
simply means to reflect, study, and practice. That's what we already do with scripture, isn't it? 
We reflect on the text- the words and their meanings. We study the text- what did this text mean 
for the people hearing it, what was happening in the world at the time of this text, how does this 
text fit into the context of the surrounding passages and the whole of the Bible? Then we 
practice the text- how does this passage apply today, what do I take away from the passage 
that helps me grow in my relationship with God and be a better Christian? It is true that some 
people meditate by reading the passage out loud or chanting, but that is not required.  
 
        If you are not already in the practice of meditating on scripture I invite you to start small   
and build on from there. Perhaps begin with a familiar or favorite passage or a Psalm. I 
recommend Psalm 138 which was a part of our recent lectionary readings. This Psalm is an 
outpouring of praise and thanksgiving and a recounting of God's presence in the psalmist's life. 
This week take some time to sit with this text and practice meditation. And then perhaps write, 
or sing, or speak out loud your own praises of thanksgiving to God. Recount what God has 
done and is doing in your life. May your study of God's word be a blessing to you this week! 
Joshua 1:8. 
 
Pastor Erin  

WEEKLY MESSENGER 
June 8, 2021 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Our Nation , Our President and Our Leaders, The Coronavirus Pandemic, Nell 
Barnes, Lorea Oatis,  Donna Fite, Nell Wood, Phyllis Price, Gwen Burdette, 

Wayne Sturdivant, Marie Lowe (mother of Marie Graham), Tammy Hill, Peggy 
Phelps, Sylvia Robbins, Ashtyne Reid, Ruby Autin, Joan Kyle, Brittney Fish, 
Mary Bryant, Diann Phelps Meador, Doug Phelps, Judy Waits, James Glynn 
Fortenberry, Mike & Fran Ginn, Doris Phelps, Lucas Porter, Charlie Martin, 

Halley Holmes, John Tucker, Guy Steele, Steven Simmons, Frances Vesely, 
family of Blake Brayton, Mrs. Doyle Bradshaw,  Debbie Dale, the family of Jim 

Hornfischer (husband of Lyman Fite’s first cousin Sharon), Barbara Lott, Tommy 
Pittman and Harold Jackson. 

 

(please let us know if there are any additions or deletions                                                                 
so we can get the prayer list up to date.) 

SHUT INS: 
The Grove –Georgetta Kuykendall, Angela Varnado 

The Myrtles – Carolyn Powers 
Wesley Manor – Lina Fortenberry 

Lakeland, Florida – Joe Pierce 
________________________________________________________________ 

Memorial Celebration for Mr. Arthur Pigott 

Saturday June 12, 2021 at 2:00 

First United Methodist Church Sanctuary                

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
1 – Camille Breland 
1 – William Pierce 

2 – George & Louise Brown 
3 – Bert & Lori Beisel 

5 – Emma Grant 
6 – Jeff & Judy Easterling 

7 – Ann Fortenberry 
9 – Brian & Sherri Oglesbee 

9 – Jeff Easterling  
10 – Marie Shepard   

11 – Georgetta Kuykendall 
11 – Price Russell 

13 – Sawyer Oglesbee 
14 – Ken & Glenda Prillhart 

18 – Laura Hough 
19 – Cole Oglesbee 

20 – Drew Price 
24 – Lori Beisel 

25 – Bryce Livingston 
28 – Brandon & Amanda 

Thornhilll 
28 – Sherri Oglesbee 
30 – Scarlett Gafford 

________________________ 
Mindful Movers 

Have resumed their 
Chair classes!!! 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 
Wesley Center 

8:15 a.m

 

FINANCES 
 

                    Contributions 
$6,600.00   

Youth  
$791.05 

Pastor’s Fund 
$35.00 
Music 

$500.00 
Radio Fund 

$300.00  
The total contributions for June 

$9,793.00 
The total contributions year to date 

$104,701.11 
The total expenses year to date 

$156,301.26 

 

The Marion County Food Pantry is 
Open! 

Please continue to support the Food 
pantry by giving to our ongoing food 
drive. Bins by the church office and 
in the Wesley Center.  

Volunteers welcome!  

 

Jesus said, 
“Feed my 
sheep!” 

(John 21:17) 



  

 
 

Music Notes 
 

 "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his 
handywork." (Psalm 19:1, KJV) "For by him were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for 
him: and he is before all things, and by him all things consist." (Colossians 1:16, 
17 KJV) 
 
Like many of the youth in our church, Maltbie Babcock, the poet who penned 
"This Is My Father's World," was a remarkable student.  He had a stunning 
personality and was accomplished in many areas.  He was a scholar, an athlete, an 

outdoorsman, a musician, an artist, an impersonator, and a poet. Babcock would have been successful in any career, but God called 
him to be a minister.  He was a very effective speaker and extremely popular with young people.  After studying at Syracuse 
University and Auburn Theological Seminary, he became the pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Lockport, New York. The church 
was located between Lake Ontario and Lake Erie, so it was easy for him to enjoy outdoor activities and become lost in nature.  He 
would hike or run almost every day. Upon leaving for his outdoor adventures each morning, he would remark, "I'm going out to see 
my Father's world."   
 
Many of us remember singing "This Is My Father's World" as children in Vacation Bible School or Sunday School, but this song is so 
much more than a children's song or a song filled with sentimentality and a child-friendly melody.  It is a song that draws on 
scriptural truths and teaches the singer that there is a God through the order of nature and that He is still in control. It also has 
implications for evangelism, though not deliberately mentioning the gospel.  Last week, our guest speaker, Reverend Dickerson, even 
spoke of the impact that the beauty of nature had on prominent atheists and agnostics and the potential that the beauty of nature had to 
convince the nonbeliever of God's existence. Babcock draws on his knowledge of both philosophy and theology when he writes of the 
"music of the spheres." He refers to the philosophical concept of musica universalis or the Pythagorean statement, "There is geometry 
in the humming of the strings, there is music in the spacing of the spheres." In other words, we can hear the song of creation 
throughout the universe. 
 
While the first two stanzas of this hymn may be poetic and sentimental, the third reminds Christians that even in the worst of times, 
God is in control, and when much in the world seems to be wrong, we must trust in Divine Providence and know that He is working 
all things for good.  The final words of Babcock's hymn, "earth and heaven be one," may reference the familiar Lord's Prayer text, 
"Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven." Simple to sing and yet profound and thought-provoking, "This Is My Father's World" 
deserves another listen and a little more thought as we sing each stanza, considering praise, faith, Divine Providence, and our 
responsibility to be good stewards of creation.  
 
1 This is my Father’s world,                                       3 This is my Father’s world:      
And to my listening ears                                              O let me ne’re forget 
All nature sings, and round                                          That though the wrong seems 
Me rings                                                                        oft so strong,       
The music of the spheres.                                             God is the Ruler yet. 
This is my Father’s world:                                            This is my Father’s world: 
I rest me in the thought                                                 Why should my heart be sad?  
Of rocks and trees, of skies                                           The Lord is King: let the 
                                                                                       Heavens ring! 
And seas—                                                                    God reigns; let the earth be glad! 
His hand the wonders  
Wrought. 
2 This is my Father’s world: 
The birds their carols raise. 
The morning light, the lily 
White, 
Declare their Maker’s praise. 
This is my Father’s world: 
He shines in all that’s fair; 
In the rustling grass, I hear 
Him pass, 
He speaks to me everywhere. 
 
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.” Psalm 100:1 (KJV) 
Respectfully, 
Susan 



 
 

 

        

           We kicked off our summer programming with a trip to Azteca last Wednesday. It has been WELL over a year  

          Since we visited Azteca as a youth group! Thank you to the church member who donated money for us to do 

          So (you know who you are!) We are always so appreciative of the support our members give us. For summer, 

          The youth will be meeting weekly on Wednesdays (times flexible each week to accommodate all the youth  

          have going on!) and Sundays at 5. Wednesdays we’ll be focusing on studies/devotionals/faith-based films, 

          And Sundays will be all about service. This past Sunday we began our “Muffins for Monday” project, baking 

          And delivering muffins and fruit to church members for an easy start to their week. If you would like to 

          suggest a church member who could use a pick-me-up or just a reminder that we’re thinking of them, 

          Please feel free to let a youth member or myself know! This Sunday, we have a special service project 

          Planned, weather permitting. Watch for info on your church texts if you’re interested in reaping the 

          Benefits! 

 

          We will have 8 youth traveling to Arkansa/Missouri in early July for our summer trip. Please be in prayer 

         For us as we prepare to travel. We have a big itinerary planned, and we welcome your thoughts and 

         Prayers for safe travel! 

 

         Have a great week! 

 

         Mrs. Angel 

 

      Congratulations to BRAYDEN Thornhill and davis Herring for making the JMS Baseball team! We are proud 

      Of you, boys! (If you’re wondering why I capitalized Brayden, ask any Thornhill or Hough family member.)     

                                                   

                          



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wedding Shower 
    for 

Rand Mikell 
& 

Jaylon Porter 
       Sunday June 27, 2021 

    Wesley Center 
   2:00 – 3:30 p.m. 
 

 



 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expand your Faith; 

Experience God’s Fire 

 

The Mission’s Committee of First United Methodist Church Invites you to join 
the Priscilla Shirer 7 week Bible Study,Elijah (Faith & Fire). This is a multi-
denominational Bible Study and open to the women In  the community. 
There is no cost. Limited nursery space is available. Must reserve a space 
by June 7th, by calling Judy Griffith. 

 

Study books may be ordered through lifeway.com/elijah or Amazon.  
Judy will have a few for sale for $17.00 each. The Elijah Bible study book is 
optional. 
 

Dates: Each Friday, June 11th – July 30th 
Time: 11:30 – 12:30  May bring your lunch. 

Place: First United Methodist Church, Wesley Center 
411 Church Street 

 
For more information or to register, call or text Judy Griffith 
Phone: 601-441-1789 
 
Leigh Hathorn will facilitate for several sessions. 
 

A Seven Session Study, by Priscilla Shirer 
 

Join us if you want to: 

 Understand the value of seasons of growth and testing in your  
            spiritual maturity. 

 Be encouraged to wait on God’s good work in your heart and mind, 
even in seasons when you feel like no one sees. 

 Learn to trust in the goodness and faithfulness of God and his  
            purpose for your life. 

 
  Wednesday June 9, 2021 
 4:00 p.m.- Women’s Quartet      
 5:00 p.m.- Octet 
 6:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir 
 7:00 p.m. – Beth and Susan Practice 
 Thursday June 10, 2021  
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 Friday June 11, 2021 
 11:30 a.m. – Elijah Bible Study 
 Saturday June 12, 2021 
 2:00 p.m. – Arthur Pigott Memorial 
 Sunday June 13, 2021 
 9:45 a.m – Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. – Worship Service 
 Monday June 14, 2021 
 No Activities Scheduled 
 Tuesday June15 2021 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 8:30 a.m. – Food Pantry Vouchers 
 Wednesday June 16, 2021 
 4:00 p.m. – Women’s Quartet 
 5:00 p.m. – Octet 
 6:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir 
 7:00 p.m. – Beth & Susan practice 
 Thursday June 17, 2021 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 4:30 p.m.-  Finance Meeting 
 Friday June 18, 2021 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 11:30 a.m. – Elijah Bible Study 
 Saturday June 19, 2021 
 No Scheduled Activities 
 Sunday June 20, 2021 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. – Worship Service 
 Monday June 21, 2021 
 No Scheduled Activities 
 Tuesday June 22, 2021   
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 8:30 a.m. – Food Pantry Vouchers 
 Wednesday June 23, 2021 
 4:00 p.m. – Womens Quartet 
 5:00 p.m. – Octet 
 6:00 p.m. – Men’s Quartet 
 7:00 p.m. – Beth & Susan Practice 
  
  
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 
 Can you believe our summer is almost over? And it’s only the second full week of June! Our church 
families have had and still continue to have so much on their plates this summer. We are hopeful that we 
will be able to meet for VBS in July but that does mean we need your help! If you would be willing to give 
of your time in July for VBS, please let me know as soon as possible. 
 
Join us for Sunday school this summer. Now is the perfect time to start. We are talking about being made 
in God’s image and what that truly means for us and the way we live each day. We would love for your 
children to join us upstairs! 
 
Have a great week!  
 
Keleigh 
 

                                                                                                                              

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 P.O. BOX 585 
411 CHURCH STREET 
COLUMBIA, MS 39429 
Suscipit, vicis praesent erat feugait epulae, validus 


