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“As He was walking along, He saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and He said 
to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and followed Him.” (Mark 2:14 NRSV) 

We had Vacation Bible School at the church last week and it was wonderful!  
My teammates and I had the great privilege and responsibility of working with some 
of the younger children (K5-1st).  During this time I was reminded of the human 
condition which makes it difficult for us to form straight lines when going from one 
place to another.  It really isn’t in our nature to stand or move in a line.  It was 
interesting to observe the expressions on the faces of those who were not at the front 
of the line.  There were those who did not want to be there in line.  I thought it was 
funny at first until I later observed the faces of adults in line at the grocery store and 
realized that some things just never grow out of us. 

Even though it was difficult to get the children to stay in line (our group 
literally had someone trying to climb the wall) it was always easier to get them to 
follow a line leader.  Don’t get me wrong, it wasn’t always a straight path nor a 
destination arrived at in an orderly fashion, however, the children could get from 
point A to point B if they knew who they were supposed to be following. Ultimately, 
if the line leader arrived there first, the rest would follow.  No effective leader can 
lead where he or she is not willing to go themselves.  In other words: lead others the 
way you would have them lead you.    
“Pastor, what does this have to do with Jesus?”  Thank you for asking.  And thank you 
for waiting so patiently.   Are you ready for it?  Jesus is the ultimate line leader! 
 They taught us in seminary to always remember that; “Wherever you go, God 
is already there.” As you can imagine, I’ve done a lot of thinking about this subject 
lately.    This means that the God I serve, is already present and at work in a place 
before I ever open my mouth to preach.  The Methodist among us might be inclined to 
say: “Now, wait a minute there pastor, didn’t John Wesley himself tell his American 
representatives to ‘Offer them Christ’?”  You are absolutely correct.  However, 
acknowledging God’s divine presence, and getting others to accept it are two 
different things altogether.  For example, several people can all be in a room 
together and not know each other. That is, until a mutual acquaintance begins the 
introductions. 

The Psalmist writes: “Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from 
your presence?  (Psalm 139:7 NIV)   In other words, even if I wanted to get away from 
God I could not.  God is everywhere!        

Jesus’ command to us is “come and follow”, not “you go on ahead and I’ll 
catch up!”1 He’s already been there.  God is already present wherever it is He is 
sending you (that doesn’t necessarily mean a physical location, but it could be a new 
ministry situation, or leadership in some other aspect of your life etc. He got there 
first so that He could lead you there.   
Pastor Rob  
 
1 Please understand that I have not forgotten about the time that Jesus did send the disciples on ahead while He 
stayed behind to pray.  An incident, which proved to be a life lesson for them about faith when He came strolling out 
to them on the turbulent lake!  This is about the substance of His command to follow and not about the nitpicky 
details of His ministry.   



                                                          

 

        

 

 

    

 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
Sunday, June 29, 2022 

                       

Contributions  
$ 3782.87 

(includes designated givings) 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATE 
$193,826.58 

(includes all income) 
 

EXPENSES TO DATE 
$ 194,421.64 

 
   
 

 
 Faye Gipson, Jerry Fitch, Scott Arinder, William and Roxanne Graney, Raven 
Smith, Doug Phelps, Anne Parks, Cindy McIntyre, Violet Garrison and family, 
Ryleigh Turnage, Joe Geiger, Debbie Dale, Tommy Gipson, Kent Stogner, Tara 
Ard, Wayne & Mary Sturdivant, Fran and Mike Ginn, Pandemic, the people of 
Ukraine and World Peace 

         (please let us know if there are any additions or deletions                                                                   
                 so we can get the prayer list up to date.) 
                
 SHUT INS: 
    THE GROVE  
    Georgetta Kuykendall, Angela Varnado 
    WESLEY MANOR  
    Lina Fortenberry 
    LAKELAND FLORIDA  
    Joe Pierce 
    THE GROVE 
    Ruby Moody 
 

 
JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 2022 

 
JUNE 

 1-Camille Breland, JC Shepard, 
William Pierce 2-George and 
Louise Brown 3–Bert and Lori 

Beisel 5–Emma Grant 6–Jeff and 
Judy Easterling 7–Ann Fortenberry 
9–Brian and Sherri Oglesbee, Jeff 
Easterling, Michael Anderson 10–

Marie Shepard 11–Georgetta 
Kuykendall, Price Russell 13–
Sawyer Oglesbee 14–Ken and 

Glenda Prillhart 18–Laura Hough 
19–Cole Oglesbee 20–Drew Price 

24–Lori Beisel 25–Bryce Livingston 
27-Lampton Harry 28–Brandon 
and Amanda Thornhill, Sherri 
Oglesbee 30–Scarlett Gafford 

 
If you have someone you would 

like to add to the prayer list 
please give us their name and 
address so we can send them a 
card. Also, so we can keep our 
list up to date let the church 
office know when or if they 

need to be removed. 
 

Bulletin/Newsletter Deadlines 
*All email communications should 
be sent to 
office@fumccolumbia.org.   
*All information for the bulletin 
should be received by 8 a.m. 
Thursdays. 
*All information for the Newsletter 
should be  received by noon on 
Mondays. 

 

 

 

 

June 

Our greatest need at this time 
is Hamburger Helper, generic 
or brand name, it makes no 
difference. All donations are 

greatly appreciated. 



                                                          

                                                          

 
        
    
Sunday, June 26, 2022 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. – Worship Service 
  Monday, June 27 , 2022 
 No Scheduled Activities 
Tuesday, June 28, 2022 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 8:30 a.m. – Food Pantry Vouchers 
 12:00 p.m.- Agape Circle 
Wednesday, June 29, 2022 
 4:00 p.m. – Men’s and Ladie’s Quartets 
 5:00 p.m. – Susan and Beth Rehearsal 
 5:15 p.m. – Wednesday Supper 
 6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir 
Thursday, June 30, 2022 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 Friday, July 1, 2022 
  No Scheduled Activities 
 Saturday, July 2, 2022 
 No Scheduled Activities 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
     
 
   
     
 
                                            
                                                                                        
  
 
                                                                                       
  
  
 
  
              

 

 

What a busy, fast, and SHORT summer it is turning out to be for 
our youth! Between all their camps, trips, and school-related 
conferences, it has been a real challenge getting everyone 
together consistently.  However, we are GLAD things are going on 
and proud to have a summer when it feels like we can do 
ALL.THE.THINGS. 
If you’re keeping up with our Psalms readings and want to 
contribute to our playlist, please send me your song selections. 
Be in prayer for our youth who are traveling (At the writing of this 
article, many are just returning from a trip to Europe; Aria and 
Mamie are returning from Girls’ State; Alleigh remains in Europe; 
and Aria is preparing to leave for the National Youth 
Environmental Summit.) and as we prepare for our upcoming 
summer trip.  We’re glad to have a mix of both junior and senior 
high going with us this year AND to have some boys this time 
around- last year’s trip was almost exclusively girls except for 
Davis and Simon, our driver! 
Have a great week! 
Mrs. Angel 
Upcoming Events: 
Wednesday, 6/22 Sr. High Pool Party 
Sunday, 7/3 “Field Day” 
Youth Trip: 7/5-7/9 
Jr. High/ Sr. High Youth, Sunday, 7/10 
Thursday, 7/14 (a modification) trip to CHS band camp practice 
And Columbia schools start 7/21!!!! 
*Back to school events are TBD based on some dates I’m waiting 
on. 
 

Solution for the last newsletter: 

 

 

 

Parsonage Update 
 

Church members have been working on 
preparing the parsonage for Rev. 
Hensarling.  
They have made some minor repairs, 
painted and replaced some of the 
flooring and still have more to 
accomplish. They hope to have it all 
done by July 5th for her to move in. 
Until the parsonage is ready Rev. 
Hensarling has agreed to commute from 
her home.  
There will be a Church Wide Cleanup 
Day scheduled in the near future. The 
details will be sent via text as soon as 

they are relayed to the office. 
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Music is mentioned in the Bible more than 839 times, 200 of them instructing us to SING. Psalm 100:2 tells us 
to "Come before His presence with SINGING." Joyful music in the church is a sign of restoration and revival. 
Our Fifth Sunday Sing was a joyous time of music in our church and a blessing to me and many who heard and 
participated. In the weeks following the "Sing," our congregational singing has been more robust and 
triumphant, and I'm praying that continues as we plan to welcome our new pastor in two weeks. Now is the 
perfect time to raise our voices and praise God with Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. New joy in the 
church's music is a sign of spiritual renewal. It has been written, "You show me a church that loves to sing, and 
I'll show you a church that is spiritually alive. You show me a person that can't find it within himself to sing 
and rejoice, and I'll show you someone who has nothing to sing about. You show me a musician that is 
bubbling over with joyful music, and I'll show you a musician who has a fresh revelation of Jesus." In the 
upcoming weeks, let's revive and restore our church by singing and praising God because of who He is, what 
He does, and what He has said in His Word. During this time of singing "revival music," we will always strive 
to proclaim Biblical truths, preach Jesus, praise the Lord, and prod and encourage every listener. 
 
Hallelujah for revival music and the spiritual renewal happening in our congregation! If our church is to 
experience revival from Heaven, we must have vibrant singing, individually and as a congregation. God gave 
us the beautiful gift of music to glorify Him. During this "Ordinary Time," let's all lift our voices and think 
more "extra-ordinarily." What can you do to contribute to the music ministry at FUMC, Columbia? 
 
"Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness: come before His presence with 
singing." (Psalm 100:1-2, KJV) 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Susan 
 

 

 
Music Notes 

 
"Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord." 
(Colossians 3:16, KJV) 
 



                                                          

 

 
 

 
 
 
What a great week of VBS! We had the best time with all the kids and volunteers! Everyone stepped up 
and did their part to make this our best VBS yet! Enjoy a few pictures from our week as we learned how to 
'Make Waves' for Christ!  
 
Be on the lookout for our summer lunch and movie date! I am waiting on showtimes to be posted at our 
local theater.  
 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, July 17th for Blessing of the Backpacks. I know it seems early, but our 
city schools will return with students on July 21st! Be in prayer for their safety and health as the new school 
year begins.  
 
Have you ever considered teaching Sunday School? Ask me how you can serve God by serving in Sunday 
school!  
 
Have a great week!  
 
Keleigh 
 

 

  


