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Introduction to Ephesians                                                                                      
by Eugene H. Peterson, The Message 

 
“What we know about God and what we do for God have a way                                                                      
of getting broken apart in our lives. The moment the organic unity of belief and 
behavior is damaged in any way, we are incapable of living out the full humanity for 
which we were created. 
 

Paul’s letter to the Ephesians joins together what has been torn apart in our sin-
wrecked world. He begins with an exuberant exploration of what Christians believe 
about God, and then, like a surgeon skillfully setting a compound fracture, “sets” 
this belief in God into our behavior before God so that the bones—belief and 
behavior—knit together and heal. 
 

Once our attention is called to it, we notice these fractures all over the place. There 
is hardly a bone in our bodies that has escaped injury, hardly a relationship in city 
or job, school or church, family or country, that isn’t out of joint or limping in pain. 
There is much work to be done. 
 

And so Paul goes to work. He ranges widely, from heaven to earth and back again, 
showing how Jesus, the Messiah, is eternally and tirelessly bringing everything and 
everyone together. He also shows us that in addition to having this work done in 
and for us, we are participants in this most urgent work. Now that we know what is 
going on, that the energy of reconciliation is the dynamo at the heart of the 
universe, it is imperative that we join in vigorously and perseveringly, convinced 
that every detail in our lives contributes (or not) to what Paul describes as God’s 
plan worked out by Christ, “a long-range plan in which everything would be brought 
together and summed up in him, everything in deepest heaven, everything on planet 
earth.”” 
 

“Saving is all [God’s] idea, and all his work. All we do is trust him enough to let him 
do it. It’s God’s gift from start to finish! We don’t play the major role. If we did, we’d 
probably go around bragging that we’d done the whole thing! No, we neither make 
nor save ourselves. God does both the making and saving. He creates each of us by 
Christ Jesus to join him in the work he does, the good work he has gotten ready for 
us to do, work we had better be doing.” (Ephesians 2:8-10 The Message) 
 

By grace God calls you and me and others to apprentice with 
Jesus on our long obedience in the same direction toward God to 
make disciples, love and serve others, and to worship God with all 
we’ve got…Stay close to God, he’s already and always close to you, 
Love All Around! Your friend and Pastor, Mike… 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

HOSPITALS 
Ochsner Medical Center 

Beth Barnes 
 

Forrest General 
Rita Faye Armstrong 

 

AT HOME: 
 

Mike Price, Gentry Terrell, 
Spooky Sims, John Toney, 

Martha Morrow, James Glyn 
Fortenberry, Frances 

Campbell, Jane Martin, 
Shirley Wooten, Tom Shows, 

Edith McMurray, Angela 
Lewis, Floanne Kersh, 

LeWynn Melson, John Waits, 
Lucas Porter, Chris Spiers,  

Tom McNeese, Doris Phelps, 
Theresa Edwards, Kathy & 

Dennis Malone, Billy 
Duckworth, Cliff Woods, 

Mallory Broomfield, Brian 
Moree, Amy Pollan, Betty 

Aurant, Durr Walker, Josh 
Zurich, Ramie Stringer, 

Kaitlyn Wright, Monique 
Goar, Sabastian Blanchard, 
Sarah Davis, Brenda Griner, 
Debbie Price, Brian Jackson, 
Martha Stephens, Shirley & 

John Grace, Madelyn 
Halford, Logan Byrne, Gary 
Rush, Mary Ann Nicholson, 
Toni Marino, Faith Johnson, 

Abbey Tallia, Peyton 
Grooms, Kalyn Boyd, 

Kenneth Eaves, Jennifer 
Albritton, Eddie Buckley, 
Rose Ishmael,  Kathleen 
Merritt, Doug Entrekin. 

 

Shut-Ins 
The Grove 

Greta Dick,  Georgetta 
Kuykendall, Helen Oglesbee, 

Angela Varnado 
The Myrtles 

Carolyn Powers 
Wesley Manor 

Lina Fortenberry 
Coppell Texas 

Maryann Hyatt 
 

 

 

Children’s News 
 

Many thanks to everyone who helped with Mega Sports and Arts Camp this 
year! We had a great day with many positive stories. Although we have all 
done VBS for years now, this was a learning experience as it was our first 
one day VBS. There are several ideas for next year and if you helped and 
have suggestions or feedback, please share those with me!  
 

Our VBS T-shirt’s have been very popular and we are                                                            
giving you the chance to order one as well. Money will                                                                       
need to be turned in to the church office by June 29th.                                         
Please sign your name and leave your shirt size on the                                                                         
form in the office. Prices for the shirts are $9. Please add                                                                              
$1 for every size larger than adult XL. Children sizes are                                        
available. Please note this is not a fundraiser, the money will cover the cost 
of the shirt.  
 

Even though it’s not yet July, preparations are being made for a new year 
of WWW. To begin, we will clean out everything from the coat rack in the 
Wesley Center. Please take a look for personal belongings as soon as 
possible. The coat rack will be cleaned out by the first week in July.  
 

Have a great week!  
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June 
Birthdays  

June 1 – Camille 
Breland, William 

Pierce, J.C. Shepard 
2 – Louise & George 

Brown 
3rd – Lori & Bert Beisel 

6 – Judy & Jeff 
Easterling 

7 – Ann Fortenberry 
9 – Michael Anderson, 
Jeff Easterling, Sherri & 

Brian Oglesbee 
10 – Marie Shepard 

11 – Georgetta 
Kuykendall, Price 

Russell 
13 – Sawyer Oglesbee 

14 – Glenda & Ken 
Prillhart 

19 – Cole Oglesbee 
20 – Drew Price 
24 – Lori Beisel 

25 – Marie & Steve 
Edwards, Bryce 

Livingston 
28 – Sherri Oglesbee, 
Amanda & Brandon 

Thornhill 
30 – Scarlett Gafford 

 
 
 

 

Youth Group 
Please pray for our youth group and chaperones as we travel to Laguna Beach, FL, for 
M28 camp and then on to Disney and Universal! Please pray for the camp speakers, 
worship leaders, and discipleship group leaders, as well.  And remember our family and 
friends who are staying behind as we travel, praying that we are all reunited safely Friday, 
6/29! 
 

Isaiah 55:11 says, “So is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me 
empty but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”  With 
that truth in mind, please pray the following Scriptures for the students, adults, and leaders 
of M28. 
 

FOR THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL TO BE KNOWN 
“O, send out thy light and thy truth; let them lead me.  Let them bring me unto thy holy hill, 
and to thy tabernacles.” Psalm 43:3 
 

“Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me 
to know wisdom.” Psalm 51:6 
 

“Truthful words stand the test of time, but lies are soon exposed.” Proverbs 12:19 
 

FOR SALVATION OF STUDENTS AND ADULTS WHO HAVE NOT YET DECIDED TO 
FOLLOW JESUS 
 

“If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised 
Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are 
justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.” Romans 10: 9-10 
 

“Therefore He is able to save completely those who come to God through Him, because 
He always lives to intercede through them.”  Hebrews 7:25 
 

“For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23 
 

“For it is by grace you have been saved through faith and this is not from 
yourselves. It is a gift from God lest any man should boast.”  Ephesians 2: 8-9 
 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
 

 

 



     

  

Continued from Page 3 
 
FOR STUDENTS AND ADULTS TO UNDERSTAND THE NEED FOR DISCIPLESHIP AND STUDYING GOD’S 
WORD CONSISTENTLY 
 
“I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against thee.”  Psalm 119:11 
“All Scripture is breathed out by God and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.”                          
I Timothy 3 16-17 
 
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so 
that you may be careful to do all that is written. For then you will make your way prosperous and have 
good success.”  Joshua 1:8 
 
“My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments, for the length of days 
and years of life and peace they will add to you.”  Proverbs 3:1-2 
 
Please pray over the names below during the week of our travels: 
 
Myers Foxworth  Taylor Graves  Riley Grace Howell  Alleigh Johnson 
Mamie Herring  Luke Stogner  Ollie Herring   Rylan Herring 
Liza Hathorn   Skylar Graves  Madison Bansbach  Kendall Barber 
Kami Carter   Helen Martin  Landon Sanders  Chandler Carver 
Thomas Hahn   Christopher Hahn Christian McCance  John Joseph Burns 
Kate Israel   Jackson Lintner Tommy Simmons  Aiden Singley 
Maggie Herring  Peyton Carver  Carley Burns   AC Johnson 
Allison Foxworth  Kathy Howell  Angela Hahn   Sue Simmons 
Angel Herring   Davis Herring  Kellan Singley   Heather Singley 
Simon Herring  
 
Thank you to Mr. Bobby Armstrong for having the bus fully checked out before we head out! 
 
Have a great week, 
Mrs. Angel 
 

 

-Three Nights Of Worship and Mission- 

  Baylis Chapel UMC will be sponsoring Three Nights Of Worship and Mission from Sunday night, June 
24th, through Tuesday night, June 26th, at 6:30 p.m. each evening. On *Sunday night there will be a time 
of fellowship following the service. The public is invited to join them at 13 East Baylis Chapel 
Road.  Sunday night: Aaron and Corrin Mizell, missionaries to China will speak of their mission work. The 
Mizells, from Gloster, MS, are returning to the mission field.    *Monday night: Steve Albritton from Sandy 
Hook will share some of the many experiences from several trips to Chile for  ministry.   *Tuesday night: 
Rev. Bobby Thornhill, pastor at Baylis Chapel, will share his experience on his trips to Chile for ministry.  
Thanks, Donna 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
SUNDAY, JUNE 24, 2018 
  9:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service 
MONDAY, JUNE 25, 2018 
  5:30 p.m. – Administrative Council 
 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27, 2018 
  5:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
SUNDAY, JULY  1, 2018 
  9:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 4, 2018 
Independence Day – Office Closed 
 
 

 

 


