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“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it”
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(John 1:5 NRSV)
One of my favorite memories is of a vacation that my family took to the mountains of
Tennessee when my brothers and I were children. We went to Pidgeon Forge and Gatlinburg
and did a whole bunch of tourist type things. We went to Dollywood as well as several natural
sights. We may have even seen a black bear! The whole trip was fun and exciting. One of the
things we did was visit a cave. I cannot recall the name of it. But it was eye-opening. On that
cave tour we went into caverns that were well lit by electric lights. We were able to see the
beautiful sights the cave had to offer. There was a part of the tour that had a profound impact
on me. I have always been somewhat claustrophobic, so being in that cave was already a little
spooky. When we had all gathered in the biggest “room” of the cave the tour guide gave the
signal to someone to turn off the lights. Immediately the whole place went dark. Absolutely no
light whatsoever. This was true dark!
How many of us truly consider light? We take it for granted. We have electric lights in our
home, places of work, social gatherings, we have flashlights and backlights on our phones. We
are no longer bound by a schedule necessitated by the brilliance of day nor the caliginosity of
night. Just think of how excited folks were when sports venues with their large imposing
stadium lights made night sporting events possible. We do not think about a world without easy
access to light. So, we do not really have a frame of reference for what it means to be in the
dark.
After a few moments of letting us get used to the true dark the tour guide lit a match. All
eyes were immediately drawn to that little light. In the complete darkness it was brilliant. It
became a beacon. A little light in a lot of dark goes a long way. I learned that darkness is
overcome very easily by even just a small light. And Jesus, our Lord, is not a small light!
It was not so long ago in our history that people really were bound by night and day. There
was a natural rhythm that had to be adhered to, so that we could survive. So, when the writer
of the Gospel of Saint John wrote about the Light shining in the darkness in the prologue to the
gospel it had a profound impact on the Christians who read and heard it. Jesus is the light that
shines in the darkness of this world. No matter how dark the dark is, the light will always
overcome it. This world has thrown some darkness at us recently. We cannot deny that we live
with darkness constantly trying to encroach upon us. If we deny the light, then the darkness will
overcome. If we let the light shine then the darkness will retreat. As followers of Christ we are
called to be beacons of His light. God takes the light of Christ and shines it through us. If we
will be faithful to carry that light and let Him shine in us then others will see and no longer
stumble in the dark.
Remember everyone to stay safe and let His light shine.
Pastor Rob

PSALM 46:10 Be still and know that I Am God

JULY Birthdays &
Anniversaries
25 – Deborah Singley
27 – Gwen Burdette
29 – Amber Barber
30 – Carlene Pigott
31 – Ashlynn DeWitt,
David & Jane Martin

AUGUST
BIRTHDAYS
3 – Kathy Howell
5 - Sandy Fortenberry
9 – Mary Fay
11 – John & Bobbye
Toney
12 - Aria Blackard
13 - Leonard Jones
14 – Jimmy & Allison
Bullock, Blair Powers
15 – Kate Israel
16 – Todd Pigott
17 – Lyman & Donna
Fite
19 - Savannah Grant
20 – Kevin Stovall
22 – Robert Carson
Beisel
24 – Edna Ginn,
Barbara Ragan, Sara
Russell
27 – George Brown,
Bill Houston
28 – Lily Hough, Mike
Kuykendall, Cindy
Smith

OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Thursday
8:00 – 4:00
Friday
8:00 – 11:30

Contribution Reports
Week of July 26, 2020
Contributions $ 16,798.00
Pastor’s Fund $ 25.00
Memorials $ 10.00
The total Contributions to date $ 186,902.98
The total Expenses to date $ 199,404.36
Thank you for your faithfulness in sending in your contributions.
Prayers for you and your families as we continue in this difficult time.

Our Nation , Our President and Our Leaders, The Coronavirus Pandemic, Dr. Jeffrey
Johnson, The family of Howard Lowery II, Martha & Howard Lowery III, Carol Pace
(sitter for Mrs. Doyle Bradshaw), Georgetta Kuykendall, Marilyn Foxworth, Gwen
Burdette, Fran Ginn, Margaret Sandifer, Mike and Sharon Kuykendall, The famiy of
Timothy McDaniel (father of Taylor McDaniel), Judy Easterling, Wayne Sturdivant,
Marie Lowe (mother of Marie Graham) Rita Faye Armstrong, Lisa Sims, Tammy Hill,
Peggy Phelps, Sylvia Robbins, Ashtyne Reid, Ruby Autin, Joan Kyle, Brittney Fish,
Mary Fay, Maxie & Angela Sellers, Darren Hathorn, Arthur Pigott, Mary Bryant, Diann
Phelps Meador, Doug Phelps, Judy Waits, James Glynn Fortenberry, Mike & Fran
Ginn, Jane Martin, Doris Phelps, Dora Powell, Lucas Porter, Bill Crawford, Charlie
Martin, Halley Holmes, John Tucker, Guy Steele, Mitch Rankin, Carl Hatler (Carl is the
Cousin in Law of Donna Fite.
SHUT INS:
The Grove –Georgetta Kuykendall, Helen Oglesbee, Angela Varnado
The Myrtles – Carolyn Powers
Wesley Manor – Lina Fortenberry
Coppell Texas – Maryann Hyatt
Please help us keep our list up to date: If you want to add or remove someone
contact the church office at 601-736-7121.

Music Notes
Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth;
shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the
wilderness, and rivers in the desert." Isaiah 43:19
(KJV)

One year ago, I wrote the following first sentence in Music Notes. "I was so
overjoyed to see our church pews full on Sunday, and even more excited to
hear "a joyful noise" as we sang together one of my favorite hymns, Victory in
Jesus." What a difference one year makes. This past Sunday, I was
disheartened, once again, to see our church pews empty and lacking in "a
joyful noise" from congregational and choral singing. My spirit has been
uplifted, however, by the dedication of so many of our faithful musicians, vocal
and instrumental. Like many of you, I have allowed my focus to be on the bad
news in our community and our world. I needed some good news. I initially
thought this week's article would focus on the traditional spiritual, Ain't A That
Good News to remind you (and myself) that Christians don't just have good
news, we have the greatest news of all, and should celebrate it every day. This
spiritual reminds us that today is bearable because we all have a crown waiting
for us in the Kingdom. It reminds us that beyond this world, there is triumph and
victory. I think it's worth a listen to lift your spirits this week, but after the
sermon this past Sunday, I'd like to introduce you to another song, first
published in 2016, that's become very popular this year, Way Maker.
Some of you may already be familiar with the song Way Maker, but if not, I
encourage you to listen to one of the many versions on YouTube or Spotify.
Michael W. Smith performs the most popular radio version. You may not be a
fan of the genre but focus on the lyrics and remember that we need a personal
relationship with Jesus, and we can communicate with Christ if we call on Him,
by name. Most of us remember at least one line from studying Romeo and
Juliet in our high school literature class, and for me, it's probably, "What's in a
name? That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet."
(Act II, Scene II) Names are important to us, whether they are American
surnames that historically represented trades or Biblical names for God, which
hold great significance and reverence. When I think about the name ascribed
to God in this song, Way Maker, I am reminded of the fact that God made a
way for everyone through Jesus's death on the cross. In John 14:6, Jesus
said, ". . . I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me. (KJV) We are all searching for answers during this trying time, but
where are we looking? Have we surrendered to the Way Maker, the Miracle
Worker, and the Promise Keeper? Listen to Way Maker, and Ain't a That Good
News this week to be reminded of God's promises, and to celebrate the Good
News!
"Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands." Psalm 100:1 (KJV)
Respectfully,Susan

Thank you for the prayers and
support during this time
following the unexpected loss
of my dad, Tim McDaniel. Your
words and gestures mean so
much. Thank you to Mrs.
Laurie Harvey for coordinating
the freezer meals and all those
who participated. They have
been a blessing. Please
remember my family in your
prayers.
Taylor McDaniel

WE ARE BACK TO OUR
REGULAR HOURS
Monday – Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Friday
8:00 a.m to 11:30 a.m.
Feel free to call the church
office 601-736-7121 if you
need anything. Please leave a
message and I will return your
call as soon as possible. Please
use the church office window
to the foyer.
We are being cautious because
of the virus. For your
protection as well as ours we
are wearing masks.

We began Zoom discussions of our Be the Bridge readings this past week. Youth
families, this is a great opportunity to process these challenging topics and conversations that might await our
students in the future. Even if you aren’t quite where you intended to be in the readings, join us. There are no pop
quizzes, and there is no inducing of shame….just a safe space to reflect on our beliefs, our understandings, and the
ways our culture actively shapes both of those. Parents, there is still one book available for pickup in the church office.
If you haven’t gotten your book yet, please coordinate pick up with Mrs. Debbie’s office hours.
The youth have been asked to help keep up with the weeding on our church property. We’ve decided it will be most
efficient if youth families adopt areas of the grounds to maintain, much like the Adopt a Highway program. So far, we
have had families adopt the walkway, prayer garden, and the row in the parking lot next to the playground. If anyone
would like to join our efforts, let me know. I can connect you with a family if you’d like to assist with one of the claimed
areas, or designate an area just for you! Families, let me know if you decide you’d like to participate.
Please pray for our youth as they return to school. This “Back to School” season, as you can
imagine, is filled with a lot of uncertainty and, for some, anxiety. Students have the choice of
attending school virtually or in-person, and there may be times they do a combination of each for
different reasons. This year, back to school is about so much more than new supplies and
shopping for new uniforms. Remember our youth and their teachers as they adjust to new
policies and guidelines. Join us in praying these prayers and these Scriptures below over them.
And watch for something special coming soon to highlight our youth as they head into this new
school year!
God, give them a vision of your plans for their life and the ability to always dream big. Show them their purpose and
assignment. (Habakkuk 2:2; Jeremiah 29:11)
God, guide them to make good decisions and wise choices that enable them to have a great future. (Psalm 5:8)
God, provide them with the right resources, relationships, and tools to do what needs to be done. (Philippians 4:19;
Matthew 6:33)
God, teach them honor, and let them receive respect. (Ephesians 6:1)
God, empower them to be healthy- spiritually, physically, emotionally, and mentally. (3 John 2)
God, keep them encouraged. Put people in their life to encourage them, show them how to encourage themselves, and
let the word of others serve as fuel to their fire. (1 Thessalonians 5:11; 1 Samuel 30: 6)
God, let them talk right, think right, and walk right. (Ephesians 4:29; Psalm 1; Philippians 4:8)
God, teach them the power of prayer and give them a prayer life. (Luke 18:1; Philippians 4:6; and 1 Thessalonians 5:17)
Love,
Mrs. Angel
*Please continue to remember Alleigh Johnson and her family as her dad, Dr. Jeff Johnson,
remains hospitalized at this time with COVID.

I’m so thankful to be feeling better! It’s been a rough 6 weeks since
surgery. Praise God they got the cancerous upper lobe of my lung
out and all 16 lymph nodes were benign.

I am so grateful to the youth and Angel for working in the much needed
grounds of the church. In her text, she said it was in honor of me and they
have been praying for me. It meant so much!
My buddy, Pam Massad, and I both
have health issues and will no onger be
able to do what we have loved. There
never was a committee. I was it. One
Sunday I asked Pam if she would help
me with the front entrance. From then
on, we were a team. Last week, I was
able to drive and, of course, I went by
the church. It really hurt to see the
dead plants in the pots at the entrance,
and the rest of the shrubbery and
parking lot so neglected. I pray
someone will take this duty and enjoy it
as much as I did. I know Pam feels the
same way. This was a satisfying labor
of love for both us both.

Thank you all for your cards, food, and especially your
prayers.
Rita Faye Armstrong.
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Suscipit, vicis praesent erat feugait epulae, validus indole

Tech Times Issue 00 Month Year

Online and Radio Services Only
Bishop Swanson has asked for all Mississippi churches to cease
and desist all in person gatherings until further notice.

We are continuing with our online/radio (facebook live stream
and WFFF Radio) only services . Looking forward to the time
when we can begin regular worship services.
Thanks, Pastor’s Rob and Erin Grant.

