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Member Spotlight   
 

 
 
Name: Donna Phelps Fite 
Age: 71 years 
Family: I was married to Lyman D. Fite for  
46 years. Our wedding anniversary was 
 August 17, 1975. We have 4 children: Chris, 
Jim, Anna, and Michael. Through them I now 
have 4-in-loves: Chris’ Jessie,Jim’s Rachel, 
Anna’s Eddie, and Michael’s Kenlie. I have 
4 grandchildren: Xander, Mia, Gabe, and Kate.  
Rachel’s niece Kota is my “other” grandchild. 
Occupation:I was a full time wife/mother until January 1991 when I needed to 
go outside of the home to work. I worked at East Marion, first as the library 
assistant then a classroom teacher assistant. While being a classroom teacher 
assistant, I decided to go back to college, attending USM and graduating with a 
degree in Liberal Arts with an emphasis on Library Science in December 1998. I 
became the Branch Manager of the Purvis Public Library, Lamar County Library 
System, in May 1998. I was there for 15 years. I retired on  June 30, 2013. 
How long at FUMC: 
I joined First UMC in the spring of 1976 when  Lyman and I moved to Columbia 
for his job at WFFF radio station. Columbia was his hometown and FUMC was 
his home church. 
Favorite Hymn: I have many, but these two have gotten me through many 
trials: “Because He Lives” and “It is Well with My Soul. ” 
The contemporary song that is my favorite is “It is Well” by Kristen DeMarco. 
Through listening to this song over and over in 2020, I found God’s Peace that 
goes beyond our understanding. It stayed with me and sustained me through my 
trial with cancer beginning that fall.  I still go to it often. 
Favorite Scripture: All of them! But I turn to Psalm 23 the most. 
It gives me comfort and peace. 
 Hobbies: I used to do arts and crafts in my younger years. Now I make Prayer 
Throws for those needing them. This started through our women’s group Agape, 
but it has become my ministry as well. 
Interesting Fact: In my 40’s I started running for exercise and ran 5 marathons 
within 2 plus years. Ironically, as a teenager I wasn’t interested at all in 
participating in the High School sports activities offered girls at that time.  



                                                          

 

        

 

 

    

 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
Sunday, July 10, 2022 

                       

Contributions  
$ 5728.30 

(includes designated givings) 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATE 
$213,826.82 

(includes all income) 
 

EXPENSES TO DATE 
$ 241,548.90 

 
   
 

 
        Family of Sylvia Ferguson, Family of William Houston, Greg and Angela 
Pittman, Ben Ford, Jimmy Walker, Judy Richards and family, Nell Woods and 
family, Susan Wilson and family, Jerry Fitch, Scott Arinder, William and Roxanne 
Graney, Raven Smith, Doug Phelps, Anne Parks Barloon, Cindy McIntyre, Violet 
Garrison and family, Ryleigh Turnage, Debbie Dale, Kent Stogner, Tara Ard, 
Wayne & Mary Sturdivant, Fran and Mike Ginn, Pandemic, the people of Ukraine 
and World Peace 

(please let us know if there are any additions or deletions 
so we can get the prayer list up to date.) 

                
 SHUT INS: 
    THE GROVE  
    Georgetta Kuykendall, Angela Varnado 
    WESLEY MANOR  
    Lina Fortenberry 
    LAKELAND FLORIDA  
    Joe Pierce 
    THE GROVE 
    Ruby Moody 
    THE MYRTLES 
    Gail Houston 
 

 
JULY/AUGUST BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES 2022 
 

JULY 
 1-Joe Shepard 2-John Toney  
4–Mike and Sharon Kuykendall  
6–Quinn Breland, IV 8–Damon 
Griffith 9–Dude Stovall 10–Ruth 
Oswalt 11–Alex Price, Jim and 
Terry Robbins 12-Phoebe Hathorn 
13–Ken Prillhart 14–Bryce Olen 
16–Clay Holmes 18-Jim Robbins, 
Quinn Breland, III 19–Justin and 
Heather Singley 21–Jack and 
Marie Shepard 22–Kay Givens  
24–Joyce Fortenberry, Margaret 
Sandifer 25-Deborah Singley  
28–Amber Barber 30–Carlene 
Pigott 31-Ashlynn Dewitt 

AUGUST 
3- Kathy Howell 5-Sandy 
Fortenberry 11-John and Bobbye 
Toney 12-Aria Blackard 13-
Leonard Jones 14-Blair Powers, 
Jimmy and Allison Bullock 15-Gail 
Houston, Kate Israel 16-Todd 
Pigott 17-Kelli Stehling 20-Keth 
and Rhonda Gauf, Kevin Stovall 
21-Wes Shepard 22-Robert 
Carson Beisel 23-William Endicott 
24-Barbara Ragan, Edna Ginn, 
Sara Hough Russell 27-George 
Brown 28-Cindy Smith, Lily 
Hough, Mike Kuykendall 

 
If you have someone you would 
like to add to the prayer list 
please give us their name and 
address so we can send them a 
card. Also, so we can keep our 
list up to date let the church 
office know when or if they 
need to be removed. 

 

 

 

 

July 

Our greatest need at this time 
is Pancake Syrup and 

Spaghetti, generic or brand 
name, it makes no difference. 

All donations are greatly 
appreciated. 



                                                          

                                                          

 
        
   Sunday, July 24, 2022 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. – Worship  
  1:30 p.m. – Baby Shower for Madisyn 
Stewart 

Monday, July 25, 2022 
 5:30 p.m. – Administrative Council 
Meeting 
Tuesday, July 26, 2022 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 8:30 a.m. – Food Pantry Vouchers 
 Wednesday, July 27, 2022 
  9:00 a.m. - XYZ 
 4:00 p.m. – Men’s and Ladie’s Quartets 
 5:00 p.m. – Susan and Beth Rehearsal 
 5:15 p.m. – Wednesday Supper 
 6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir 
Thursday, July 28, 2022 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
Friday, July 29, 2022 
 No Scheduled Activities  
 Saturday, July 30, 2022 
 No Scheduled Activities 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
     
 
   
     
 
                                            
                                                                                        
  
 
                                                                                       
  

 

 

Our 2022 summer youth trip is in the books, and it was a great one! The 
kids couldn’t have been better, and we had great fellowship and fun. 
Though this wasn’t our typical youth trip, we did draw some 
spiritual parallels between all things Disney and our faith. Our first day 
at Hollywood Studios, which originated as two new features at Epcot 
and evolved into Disney’s 3rd theme park, we discussed how 
seemingly small faith actions can result in something much more 
significant over the course of our lives. 
For our Magic Kingdom day, we quizzed the kids on Old Testament 
parallels after learning that Walt Disney never actually saw Disney World 
come to fruition. Can YOU identify those Old Testament 
parallels??  
We will have a Youth Council meeting next Sunday @ 5 P.M. to plan for 
back-to-school activities to set special events across the fall semester 
and schedule regular planning. We look forward to welcoming 
our new junior high students and engaging our senior high group in 
activities tailored to their needs and interests. 
Thank you, thank you to the Men’s Bible Class for the generous donation 
toward our gas expenses on our youth trip. If any of you are interested 
in guessing how much money it DID cost to fill the bus up and travel to 
and from Orlando and Panama City Beach, I’m happy to entertain your 
guesses and let you know how close you get! I know I was curious 
myself.  
Have a great week! 
Mrs. Angel 
P.S. Be sure to ask Ollie and Sophie about their celebrity spottings (yes, 
multiple) on the youth trip if you haven’t already heard or seen their 
posts! 

 

 

THANKS! 
 

First, we would like to thank Heather for 
allowing us extra time to complete much 

needed updates and repairs to our 
parsonage.  Then, thank you for all 

monetary donations, workers, food and 
water donations, pressure washers, 
painters, floor guys, upholstery crew, 
heavy lifters, and the scrubbers.  A 

special thanks to the fence 
crew:  Leonard, Bobby, Charlie, Hal, and 
Mark.  They endured the heat to rebuild 

the back fence.  It truly does take a 
village (or church).  We can once again 

be proud of our parsonage.    
Thank you, 

The Parsonage Committee 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 585 
411 CHURCH STREET 
COLUMBIA, MS 39429 
 

 

 

 
5th Sunday Sing 

Baylis Chapel Church 
Sunday, July 31st, 2022 

6pm 
Beth Pierce, accompanist 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service, Witness…an Invitation 
 

These words ought to be familiar to those of us who are United Methodist. When we 
join a United Methodist Church we are asked the question: Will you support the church with 
your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your witness? The correct answer, of 
course, is “yes.” It’s been a long time since some of us have made this first commitment. 

If you’re reading this and are not a member of the United Methodist Church, then I 
invite you to consider these words as aspirations of faith for anyone, regardless of church 
membership. 

They are the basics, after all. Sometimes, though, we move far afield from these original 
membership vows. It’s not our intention, but over time we can become complacent. It’s 
normal. I always say that it’s called the “practice of faith” because that’s what faith 
takes…practice. My hope is that you might consider this article an invitation to either renew 
your membership vows (if already a member of a UMC), or otherwise make these basic 
practices of faith part of your spiritual disciplines. 

So, what exactly are we committing to when we name prayers, presence, gifts, service 
and witness as part of our everyday, concrete, lived life? Please allow me to offer, briefly, some 
ideas from my own personal interpretation. They’re not perfect, but they’re a start. 

Prayers. Philippians 4:6 says “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” Pray for the Church 
universal, pray for your church and its membership. Pray for your pastor. Pray for the world. 
Make it a part of your daily discipline. Set aside special time if you need to, or pray without 
ceasing making each breath you take an uplifted prayer to our good God. John Westerhoff says 
that “prayer is the dedicated discipline of paying attention.” So, pay attention to life and the 
world around you. Never miss an opportunity to give thanks when you see God’s handiwork. 
And remember that just as you have taken a vow to pray for others, they have taken a vow to 
pray for you. Prayer is a gift we give one another and it pleases the Lord. 

Presence. Hebrews 10:24 says “And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and 
good deeds, not neglecting to meet together….” If you were in church on July 10, you heard me 
say that presence in church means that we will be in worship at every opportunity unless we 
are sick or out-of-town. Now, realistically, this may not be possible for everyone because of 
unavoidable circumstances. I understand this. But make a commitment to try and be present in 
worship as often as possible. And then go even further and make a commitment to be present 
in one other way…just one additional way. Either by attending a short-term Bible study, a 
Wednesday night fellowship meal, or joining a Sunday School class. 

Gifts. In 2 Corinthians 8 Paul encourages generosity on the part of the church in Corinth. He 
says, in verse 12 “For if the eagerness [to give] is there, the gift is acceptable according to what 
one has—not according to what one does not have.” Gifts come in many forms. Service of 
head, hands, and feet is one way of giving. In 2 Corinthians 8, Paul is referring specifically to 
financial offerings. Most of us know about the 10% tithe and we aspire to this.  

(continued on next page) 
you have no income, you’re not expected to give. 10% of zero is zero. In proportion to your 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor's Benevolence Fund 
 

The Pastor's Benevolence Fund is a long 
established ministry at First Church. It enables the 
pastor to help provide temporary financial 
assistance to individuals who call or drop by the 
church and need things like supplemental 
groceries, help with an electric or other bill, and 
more. The current inflation rates, rise in fuel and 
food costs have created a desperate need for many 
in our community. The needs are rapidly 
depleting our fund. The current Benevolence 
Fund balance is approaching only $200. If you are 
able, please consider making a financial gift to the 
Pastor's Benevolence Fund. You can always make 
the gift in honor or in memory of someone. Thank 
you for your support of this vital ministry at First 
UMC. 
 

 
(continued from previous page) 

However, I invite you to consider giving in faithful proportion to your income. These are tough 
economic times. If you have no income, you’re not expected to give. 10% of zero is zero. In proportion to 
your income may mean that the most you can give is 2 or 3%. It may mean you can actually tithe. But 
faithfully giving in proportion to your income might also mean that the most faithful amount is 
12 or 13% or more. The point is that you and God decide what the faithful proportion is. Don’t 
feel guilty if you are unable to tithe. Not everyone can tithe. But consider what the vow to give 
means in your own life and then make a decision to give accordingly. 

Service. James 2:14 says “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but 
do not have works?” We are saved by grace through faith. James is not suggesting that works 
trumps faith. What he is saying is that if we have faith, good works will naturally follow. If you 
are not already serving in some volunteer capacity in your church or community, I invite you to 
consider at least one way you can be in service to others. If you can’t serve on a regular basis 
commit to once a year. Volunteer at the food pantry. Help deliver meals to our shut-ins on 
Wednesday nights. Help out with our children’s ministry. Work on a Habitat for Humanity build. 
The list goes on. If you need ideas on how to be of service to others, call me. 

Witness. The Great Commission of Matthew 28:19 says “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations.” Some think of witnessing as going door to door to ask if someone knows Jesus. That 
may be one way, but it is a very narrow interpretation of witness. Witness can be the way we 
live our lives. Witness can be inviting someone to join you for a Wednesday night supper. 
Witnessing might be telling someone how following Jesus makes a difference in your life. 
Witness might be offering to pray for someone and then actually praying with them. Witness 
may mean asking someone who is unchurched to join you on a Sunday morning and then 
actually picking them up so they don’t have to walk in by themselves. The bottom line is that 
we know the Good News and saving grace of Jesus Christ and are better for it. Don’t we want to 
share that with others? 

I hope these personal interpretations have been helpful. Prayers, presence, gifts, 
service, and witness…the basics. Let’s all make a renewed commitment to get back to the basics 
in our walk of faith. I am grateful to be on this journey with you and, as always, I wish for you 
 
Deep peace, 
Heather 
 

                    A Big Thanks!! 
There is no way to name everyone individually 

because there are too many of you! But many thanks to you 
for making my welcome to First UMC so warm and 
encouraging! The work in the parsonage is phenomenal! I'll 
be hosting some "coffees" at the parsonage this fall and that 
will give you a chance to see how beautiful everything is! 
Thanks to whoever provided groceries for me! Thanks to 
whoever made the patio so inviting with plants, etc. Thanks 
to all who helped replacing the fence! Trigger is very 
pleased!  

Thanks for the "goody bag" that showed up in my 
office during my first week! Thanks for the invitations for 
meals! I know I'm leaving someone/something out. Please 
forgive. Suffice it to say, your hospitality has been off the 
charts. Thanks for a great three week! I look forward to our 
future!  
Blessings, Heather 


