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“Be Still and know that I am God” 

Psalm 46:10 

 
It is difficult to believe that it is already the summertime.  Not only 

that but it is already the end of June.  In a few days we will be 
celebrating the birthday of our country.  Happy Independence Day 
everyone!  As fun as they are though, July 4th celebrations are just one 
part of what makes up the summer.  Very often, summer can present 
some interesting logistical puzzles. If your family is like ours then a 
typical summer would have already been filled with all kinds of things.   
In a normal year we would have already had Annual Conference.  In a 
normal year, my children’s schedules would have been packed with 
activities such as one camp or another.  We would try to get in visits to 
our families in other states.   But this is not a typical summer.  I must 
keep reminding myself that it is indeed summer.  This has not been a 
typical year!  Some may find themselves reading this and realizing that it 
is July.   The days and weeks of quarantine have rolled together.  They 
have turned into months.   

 Perhaps as Christians there is an aspect of the pandemic from 
which we can benefit.  I am not suggesting that the virus is in any way 
good, or a blessing!  But I do know that the God we serve has told us in 
His word: 

“We know that all things work together for good for those who love 
God, who are called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28 NRSV 

I believe that even in the darkest times we can and should look for His 
light.  This pandemic by its nature has caused us to slow down.  It has 
caused us to fall out of that fast pace rhythm to which many of us have 
grown accustomed.  We have an opportunity here to take the psalmist’s 
words to heart.  We can be still and know that God is God.  It is a time 
when we can rest in His presence.  And a time when we can feel His love 
surrounding us by His Spirit.  Just enjoy being with God.  He is after all, 
the one who takes delight in His creation.  He is the one who loves you 
more than anyone ever possibly could.  You know, I have heard many 
people say; “you will never regret spending time with the ones that you 
love.”  Isn’t God someone who is worth our time and attention?  Slow 
down.  Spend time with Him. Enjoy Him!  

Pastor Rob 
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JULY Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

 

1 – Joe Shepard 
2 – John Toney 

3 – Rob & Erin Grant 
4 – Mike & Sharon 

Kuykendall 
6 – Quinn Breland IV, 

Jim Seymour 
8 – Damon Griffith 
9 – Dude Stovall 
10 – Ruth Oswalt 

11 – Alex Price, Jim 
& Terry Robbins 
13 – Ken Prillhart 
16 – Clay Holmes 

18 – Quinn Breland 
III, Jim Robbins 
19 – Just in & 

Heather Singley 
21 – Jack & Marie 

Shepard 
22 - Kay Givens 

24 -  Joyce 
Fortenberry, 

Margaret Sandifer, 
Mary Elizabeth 

Sturdivant 
25 – Deborah Singley 
28 – Gwen Burdette 
29 – Amber Barber 
30 – Carlene Pigott 

31 – Ashlynn DeWitt, 
David & Jane Martin 

 

 
 

The Office will be 
closed Monday, July 
6th in celebration of 
Independence Day! 

 

                           MUSIC NOTES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have written many times in Music Notes that, as a young person, I learned scripture 
through songs and music. As I contemplated the world we live in today and the 
holiday that we are about to celebrate in our great country, I thought of a song based 
on 2 Chronicles 7:14, "If My People," by Jimmy Owens.  This song is one I played and 
repeatedly sang as a young person. I encourage you to listen to and sing this classic 
anthem this week as we celebrate Independence Day.  Notwithstanding all the bad 
news and ugliness we see on the news every night, God has still blessed us, we still 
have a reason to give thanks and praise, and America is still beautiful.   
  
I also encourage you to come and worship with us in the sanctuary next week.  We 
will have another special music presentation featuring the hard-working, dedicated 
volunteer musicians of FUMC.  None of them are campanologists (word for the week), 
but that might give you a hint as to what you'll be hearing.  And although you won't be 
able to sing along, I know you'll be humming the tune as you read the text to 
"America the Beautiful."  
 

In July of 1893, a poet and Wellesley professor named Katharine Lee Bates visited 
Pikes Peak, where because of a broken railroad, she had to make the trip up a very 
rocky path by horse-drawn wagon, and then by mule. 
 

When she looked east, she could almost see Kansas; and to the north, the Rocky 
Mountains stretch into the distance. Bates recounted that her traveling companion 
said of the view, "In the late afternoon, as the sun is shining and the shadows are 
coming over the mountains, the mountain looks purple. It kind of radiates this purple 
glow, and it is beautiful."  Bates was also stunned by the view.  She later wrote: "All 
the wonder of America seemed displayed there." Her poem "America" was first 
published on the Fourth of July in 1895, two years after her trip up Pikes Peak. After a 
revision in 1904, it was set to Samuel Ward's tune "Materna," and the "America the 
Beautiful" we know and love today was born.  Many consider, and have petitioned for, 
"America the Beautiful" to be The National Anthem.  Instead, it has become what 
many consider "a national hymn." 
 

Look around you this week; appreciate the beauty and blessings of life in America, be 
grateful, pray for healing, and sing like no one is listening! 
 

If you play an instrument or are willing to sing a solo or duet with a family member, 
please send me an email at susan@fumccolumbia.org.  We would like to include new 
faces, voices, and instruments in our service.   
 

"Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands." Psalm 100:1 (KJV) 
 

Respectfully,  Susan 

 

2 Chronicles 7:14 King James Version (KJV) 
 
If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves,  and pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 



 

 

  

 
   
PRAYER REQUEST  
Our Nation & Our Leaders, The 
Pandemic, The family of John Waits, 
Judy Easterling, Wayne Sturdivant, 
Marie Lowe (mother of Marie Graham) 
Rita Faye Armstrong, Lisa Sims, Joan 
Harry, Tammy Hill, Peggy Phelps, 
Sylvia Robbins, Ashtyne Reid, Ruby 
Autin, Joan Kyle, Brittney Fish 
Mitchell, Taylor Harris, Jimmy Pigott, 
Hallie Holmes and family, Mary Fay,  
Maxie & Angela Sellers, Darren 
Hathorn, Arthur Pigott, Mary Bryant, 
Diann Phelps Meador, Doug Phelps, 
Judy Waits, James Glynn 
Fortenberry, Mike & Fran Ginn, Jane 
Martin, Doris Phelps, Dora Powell, 
Lucas Porter, Bill Crawford, Charlie 
Martin, Halley Holmes, John Tucker, 
Guy Steele, Mitch Rankin, Carl Hatler 
(Carl is the Cousin in Law of Donna 
Fite. 
 
 

SHUT INS: 
The Grove –Georgetta Kuykendall, 
Helen Oglesbee, Angela Varnado 
 

The Myrtles – Carolyn Powers 
 

Wesley Manor – Lina Fortenberry 
 

Coppell Texas – Maryann Hyatt 
 
 

Please help us keep our list up to 
date:  If you want to add or remove 
someone contact the church office at 
601-736-7121.  
 

 

 

 

The youth gathered a couple of weeks ago to do some weeding in the 
front and on the side of the church.  It was good to be together, though 
socially distanced, and do some physical work together.  The youth who 
were able to gather worked very hard on that VERY hot afternoon, and we 
plan to continue working our way toward the parking lot, weather 
permitting!  There is something very satisfying during uncertain times in 
doing a task where you can see the progress you’re making.  Youth, 
watch for continued service hours opportunities, and join us as you can!  
Thank you to Sam Hathorn and Luke Stogner who assisted us in the 
parking lot during drive-in church.  It has been such a joy to see our 
youth’s willingness to step in when needed and try to stay connected 
during this time. 

Though we are not able to travel as a group this summer, I have been 
watching for opportunities for us to safely gather.  M28 Camp, which we 
have attended several times, will be hosting online worship opportunities 
beginning July 1st.  Youth and parents, watch for details on how we can 
and will participate. 

I have ordered the book Be the Bridge: Pursuing God’s Heart for Racial 
Reconciliation for all interested youth families.  It remains on backorder 
currently.  As soon as we receive our copies, I’ll get them distributed for 
our family study. 

Congratulations to Myers Foxworth, Mamie Herring, Ollie Herring, and 
Leia Martin for making the CHS and JMS cheer squads.  Good luck to 
Emma Grant this week with CHS Color Guard tryouts.  We know 
you’ll do great! 

Have a great week! Mrs. Angel 
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To my faith friends at FUMC.   
 

I cannot begin to tell you how much I have appreciated your many expressions of 
kindness during the recent illness and death of my husband, Tommy.  I am 
especially grateful to the Men’s Bible Class, the Chancel Choir and various 
individuals for memorials given in Tommy’s memory?  And I was blessed by all of 
you who responded with food, flowers, texts, cards, calls, visits, and most of all, 
prayers during this sad time.  Thank you for holding me in your heart and making 
God’s presence known when I so desperately needed it.   
 

Much love to all.   Barbara Lott 
 

IN PERSON WORSHIP OFFICE HOURS  PRAYERS 
IN PERSON WORSHIP:  Please be respectful of others, follow the guidelines, wear a mask, 
don’t come if you are sick. No in person Sunday school at this time. The church is working 
to get a grant which would pay for the church to be professionally cleaned due to the 
Corona Virus. 
 
 

CURRENT PANDEMIC OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Thursday 8:00 a.m. till 11:30 a.m. 
Front doors by office are open. If you come down the walkway ring the doorbell and 
Debbie will let you in. 
 

Prayers for FUMC and all of our families and friends as we feel our way through this 
difficult time.   


