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A New Year, A New Opportunity 
 

Grace and peace to you in the name of the Babe born in Bethlehem! 
 

I pray that your Christmas and New Year’s celebrations were safe and meaningful 

and that you felt the presence of the newborn Christ. For many of us the holidays 

were a little sadder because we have loved and lost someone since last year. I hope 

that you felt the comfort of the Creator during these last few weeks. 
 

January 1 has come and gone. Many of us ate our black-eyed peas and greens on 
New Year’s Day…hopeful of good luck and good finances in 2023. Some of us are 
even embarking on “resolutions” to do something different for the coming year. 
This is our secular way of beginning a new year. It is not a bad way to start out. 
But, we all know that many of our resolutions fall by the wayside within a few 
weeks or even a few days. Why do we struggle so much to complete what we 
started? 
 

For people of faith, every day brings a new opportunity for resolution in Christ. 
After all, this is the most important resolution of all. Today’s invitation is twofold: 
1) what, specifically, will we resolve to do or to do more of for Christ our Lord, 
and, 2) how might that play out in our practice of faith here at our church, First 
United Methodist of Columbia? 
 

2022, and the challenges it brought, is behind us. We move forward in faith. One of 
my prayers for 2023 is that those of us who have assumed a posture of mere 
maintenance at our church, might move into a poster of evangelism and mission. 
It’s not that these things are not already a component of who we are here at FUMC. 
It is that these are areas where every church has room for improvement. 
 

What are your hopes and dreams for our church in 2023? Where do you think God is 
calling us and who might God be calling us to be in 2023? May we covenant together 
to be in intentional prayer for our church and seek answers to these questions? If 
asked to do so, will we be willing to step outside our comfort zone when it comes 
to mission and evangelism? 
 

I have high hopes for First United Methodist Church. Biblically speaking, to have 
hope is more than just wishing for something. It is an expectation that God will 
bring that hope to fruition. I am excited to be in ministry with you and excited 
about all that 2023 may bring for us. On January 8 we will pray together A Covenant 
Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition. It begins with these words: “I am no longer my 
own, but thine.” May we take courage in knowing to whom we truly belong and 
allow that to strengthen our resolve in Christ and our commitment to support this 
church in 2023 with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our 
witness. 
 

Deep peace, 
 

Heather  
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

Sunday, January 1, 2022 
                       

Contributions  
$ 5345.00 

(includes designated givings) 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATE 
$5345.00 

(includes all income) 
 

EXPENSES TO DATE 
$ 0.00 

 
 

   
 

 
Davis Herring, Joan Berry, Larry Middleton, Bob Holloway, Edna Ginn, Lucinda 

Badon, Dee Dee Neese, Cindy Raines, John Henry Wooten, Carol Seymour, 

Floyd and Mary Daley, Jimmy Walker, The Ellis Family, Bobby Neinast, Aubrey 

Mitchell, Ben Ford, Jerry Fitch, Scott Arinder, Raven Smith, Cindy McIntyre, Violet 

Garrison and family, Ryleigh Turnage, Tara Ard, Wayne & Mary Sturdivant, Fran 

Ginn, those suffering with Covid, the people of Ukraine and World Peace. 

(please let us know if there are any additions or deletions 
so we can get the prayer list up to date.) 

    SHUT INS: 
    THE GROVE  
    Georgetta Kuykendall, Angela Varnado 
    WESLEY MANOR  
    Lina Fortenberry 
    LAKELAND FLORIDA  
    Joe Pierce 
    THE GROVE 
    Ruby Moody 
    THE MYRTLES 
    Gail Houston 
    Carolyn Boyles 
     John Wooten (rehab) 
     
 
 
 

 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES 2022 

1- Anna Hough, Elizabeth 
Anderson, Taylor McDaniel 2- 
Rebecca and Gary Haygood 3- 
Bat Delancey, Michael Fite 6- 

Amy DeWitt 7- Myers Foxworth 
8- Lucas Cody, Wronal 

Simmons 10- Kathy Edwards 
11- David Martin 12- Donna 
Fite, Josh Jones, Nell Wood 
14- Danon Vest 15- Shelly 

Blackard 16- Debbie Sahler 18- 
Hollis English 23- Lisa Sims, 
Margie Harris 24- Bobbye 

Toney, Mark Fite 
 
            
 

 
If you have someone you would 
like to add to the prayer list, 
please give us their name and 
address so we can send them a 
card. Also, so we can keep our 
list up to date let the church 
office know when or if they 
need to be removed. 

 
 

Bulletin/Newsletter Deadlines 
*All email communications should 

be sent to 

office@fumccolumbia.org.   

*All information for the bulletin 

should be received by 8 a.m. 

Thursdays. 

*All information for the Newsletter 

should be received by noon on 

Mondays. 

 

 

 

 

January 

Our greatest need at this time 

is Spaghetti and Spaghetti 

Sauce. All donations are 

greatly appreciated. 
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Sunday, January 8, 2023 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.- Worship Service 
 Town Hall Meeting following Services 
Monday, January 9, 2023 
  3:30 – Girl Scouts 
Tuesday, January 10, 2023 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 8:30 a.m. – Food Pantry Vouchers 
Wednesday, January 11, 2023 
 9:00 a.m. – XYZ 
 3:00 p.m. - WWW 
 4:00 p.m. – Men’s and Ladies’ Quartets 
 4:50 p.m. – Handbell Choir 
 5:15 p.m. – Wednesday Supper 
 6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir 
Thursday, January 12, 2023 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 4:00 p.m. – Staff Meeting 
Friday, January 13, 2023 
 No Scheduled Activities 
Saturday, January 14, 2023 
 No Scheduled Activities 
   
     
     
 
                                            
                                                                                         
  
 
                                                                                        
  
  
 
  
              

 

 

 
 

Thank you to those who stepped in at the very last moment 

for the Christmas Variety Show and helped the show stay on 

course. Mrs. Allison Foxworth, Mrs. Sara Russell, and Maggie 

Herring literally answered the call to do that less than an 

hour before showtime! I’ll forever be grateful, and I’m also 

grateful for those who videoed performances. They were a 

joy to watch come in as people sent them to us in the 

hospital. And as I couldn’t be there in person to do so, let 

me also thank the faithful Mr. Mark Fite and Ms. Beth Pierce 

for their talents and time they offer so generously each year 

to the event. 

At the writing of this brief article, we are preparing to 

travel to Jackson to determine our treatment plan and 

schedule. Once I have tentative dates, I’ll be able to plan 

how to keep regular youth programming on track. I know I 

have a great support team in Pastor Heather, youth chair 

Mrs. Allison Foxworth, and the many people who have 

offered to stand in the gap when I might be away with Davis 

through all of this. 

And most of all, thank you to our church family for the 

outpouring of love, support, prayers, and texts. They have 

all been felt and have sustained us, as I know they will 

continue to do so. 

Love,  

Mrs. Angel 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Spiritual Life Lunch 
 

Women of the Church,  
 

Please join the Agape Women 

on Saturday, January 21st at 

11:00 a.m. for a time of 

fellowship and a focus on our 

spiritual life as we begin a 

New Year. Lunch will be 

provided.  
 

Speaker: Donna Fite 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 585 
411 CHURCH STREET 
COLUMBIA, MS 39429 
 

 

Hello Church family and Happy New Year, 

 Time to implement that New Year’s resolution and clean out those closets, 

garages and storage units. My team and I will be at FUMC on February 2nd, 

Ground Hog Day, to receive your donations and take them to Linda and Butch 

Rogers in Brooklyn, MS. They in turn will take them to the Navajo Reservation in 

New Mexico this summer. Items needed are anything you need except electrical 

items (they have no electricity or running water). T-shirts, clothing for all 

genders, ages and seasons are especially needed. They are also in need of 

blankets and linens of all sorts and footwear of all descriptions. We had a VERY 

successful drive last year and it is my wish that we can do the same this year.  

 

Thanks to all of you,      

Sandy Fortenberry 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
I’ll admit that I don’t usually sing the Epiphany hymn “We Three Kings of Orient Are,” but on January 8, we 

will sing this carol. I thought it might be interesting to share this hymn's strange but true history. A visit from 

St. Nicholas may have paved the way for the writing of “We Three Kings...”  After the War of 1812, American 

Episcopalians wanted to establish a seminary for training their ministers.  It was proposed in 1814, and 

finalized in 1817, that the school should be in New York, but no exact location was specified.  New York’s 

Episcopalian bishop happened to have a son, Clement Clarke Moore, who was a land developer and who had 

recently become very well known for a poem he wrote.  You may recognize it from its beginning line:  
                                                   

‘Twas the night before Christmas when all through the house  

not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse . . .’ 
 

This poem practically made his name a household word.  His fame and fortune increased and made him a very 

generous and sought-after layman.  Moore owned a large estate in upper Manhattan, which he called “a quiet, 

rural retreat on the picturesque banks of the Hudson.” Having learned from his father that the Episcopalians 

needed land for a seminary, he donated a portion of the estate for what is now General Theological Seminary.  

Moore also later became a professor at the Seminary, teaching biblical languages.  

 

Many years later, John Hopkins, a reporter from Pittsburg, moved to New York to study law. After falling in 

love with the Lord’s work, however, he enrolled in General and graduated in 1850.  Five years later, he 

became the first professor of church music at General.  Hopkins wrote “We Three Kings” as part of a pageant 

at General in 1857.  The carol was published in Carols, Hymns, and Songs in 1863.  Although Hopkins wrote 

many other hymns and is known as a leader in Episcopalian hymnody, “We Three Kings” was his crowning 

achievement.  This carol and the success of its author were made possible by the generosity of another poet, 

whose most famous work ends: 
 

‘But I heard him exclaim, ‘ere he drove out of sight, 

Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good night!’ 
 

Speaking of generosity and gratitude, let me say a special ‘thank you’ to everyone who supported the choir this 

past year, particularly at our Lessons and Carols fundraiser. Your kind and generous donations allowed us to 

hire additional musicians and create a special service for everyone who attended.  On a personal note, let me 

add how grateful I am for the very generous gift you provided for each staff member.  I appreciate your 

monetary donation, as well as your gifts of friendship and support throughout the year.  I am honored to be a 

part of your church family.  Thank you, and Happy New Year.   

“Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. Serve the LORD with gladness: Come before his presence 

with singing.” Psalm 100:1, 2. 

 

Respectfully, 

Susan 

 

 


