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Happy New Year! What a wonderful Christmas season we have celebrated 
together! And how fitting that the new year comes on the heels of the birth 
of the One who has come to make us new. It is a season of potential and 
possibilities. I have encouraged everyone to make some New Year’s 
resolutions. First, to let Rob and I know what your resolutions are, so that 
we may pray for you. Keeping resolutions can be hard, but you don't have 
to do it alone! Second, we were challenged in worship Jan. 5 to think about 
some resolutions regarding our health, to be mindful about our wellness. 
Finally, I hope that you will seek some spiritual resolutions this year. To be 
intentional about your relationship with God, disciplined in your study 
toward discipleship, and purposeful in your interaction with those around 
you. Your church is here to help! As you seek to pray, read scripture, 
journal, meditate, fast, or engage in mission, let us know about your journey 
so that others may join alongside you or offer words of encouragement. Let 
us, as the body of Christ, seek God's will for ourselves, our church, and our 
community in the new year! 
 
Pastor Erin 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Anyone interested in participating in confirmation class should contact the 

church office (601-736-7121) by Jan. 20th. Adults who are willing to help 
please call as well. 

 
 
 

                

                   FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Mission Statement:  Our church exists to use God’s gifts and talents to                                      

mature as fruitful disciples of Jesus Christ, and to make disciples                                                 
for the transformation of the world. 
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January Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

 
1 – Anna Hough, Taylor 

McDaniel 
6 – Amy DeWitt 

7 – Myers Foxworth 
8 – Luca Cody, Wronal 

Simmons 
11 – David Martin 

12 – Donna Fite, Nell 
Wood 

14 – Danon Vest 
15 – Shelly Blackard 
18 – Hollis English 

23 – Margie Harris, Lisa 
Sims 

24 – Mark Fite, Bobbye 
Toney 

31 – Rob Grant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 12, 2020 
  9:30 a.m. - Sunday Morning Gathering 
  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
10:55 a.m. – Worship Service 
5:00 p.m. – Youth/Parent planning           
meeting 
MONDAY, JANUARY 13, 2020 
10:30 a.m. – Mission Meeting 
  3:00 p.m. – UMW Executive Board 
  5:15 p.m. – Supper Planning Meeting 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2020 
   8:00 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 12:00 p.m. – Agape Circle 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2020 
10:00 a.m. – XYZ 
  3:00 p.m. – Children’s WWW 
  5:00 p.m. – WWW Youth 
  5:15 p.m. – WWW Supper 
  6:00 p.m. – Bible Study 
  6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir  
THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 2020 
  8:00 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 17, 2020 
No Scheduled Activities 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, 2020 
No Scheduled Activities 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 19, 2020 
  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
10:55 a.m. – Worship Service 
MONDAY, JANUARY 20, 2020 
No Scheduled Activities 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2020 
 8:00 a.m. - Mindful Movers 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2020 
10:00 a.m. – XYZ 
  3:00 p.m. – Children’s WWW 
  5:00 p.m. – WWW Youth 
  5:15 p.m. – WWW Supper 
  6:00 p.m. – Bible Study 
  6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir 
THURSDAY, JANUARAY 23, 2020 
 8:00 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 9:30 a.m. – Morning Circle 
FRIDAY, JANURAY 24, 2020 
No Scheduled Activities 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 2020 
No Scheduled Activities 
 

 
Wonderful Wednesday Suppers 
again.  Since Lisa retired, and no 
one else volunteered, Danon Vest 
and I said we would give it a try.  
But we need your help.  We need 
several teams willing to take a 
Wednesday night.  We know may 
of you work and can’t be a part of 
the cooking team, but there are 
other things you can help with, 
such as cleaning up, making 
suggestions for menus, and 
assisting in the kitchen. 
 

If you would be willing to help in 
any way please call Judy Griffith 
at: 601-441-1789. 
 

There will be a meeting on 
Monday, January 13th at 5:15 in 
the Wesley Center for everyone 
who is willing to help in any way.   
 

January 15th at 5:15 will be our 
first Wednesday supper.  Please 
call the office if you plan to 
attend.   

We look forward to seeing you, 
and THANK YOU in advance for 
your prayerful consideration of 
hleping twith the Wednesday 
suppers. 
 

Judy Griffith and Danon Vest 
 

The menu for the 15th will be posted 
in the bulletin this Sunday.  Don’t 

forget to sign up.  Adults $7, Children 
$3 and Families capped at $20.  Be 
sure to join us for this time of food 

and fellowship! 

 

SPECIAL THANKS 

 
A huge thank you to all 
who responded to my 
recent illness with 
cards, calls, texts, 
food, flowers and 
song, i.e. the carolers 
who showed up on my 
doorstep one night!  
Knowing that my faith 
family really did care 
was a tremendous 
source of comfort AND 
inspiration.  Blessings 
on all of you for being 
the people of God. 
 

Barbara Lott 
 



 

  

 

 
 

living in Columbia now because she can be close to family.  Barbara likes to read a “real” book, loves the 
feel and smell. Her favorite movie is Amadeus, and her ideal way to spend the weekend is working a 
jigsaw puzzle.  If she didn’t have to sleep, she would spend the extra time reading, sewing, and playing 
the organ.  She would like to try acting and dancing because she loves the theater, but something she will 
never do again is SKI!  When asked what question she’d most like the answer to, Barbara told me that 
she’d like to know why innocent people must suffer for the sins of others.  Barbara says that she has 
taken life and health for granted, but not as much anymore.  Her Sunday School class inspires her to be 
better, and the most memorable gift she ever received was her graduate school education, paid for by her 
dad.  She says the best thing about her is that she is “faithful to [her] commitments to God, husband, 
family, and church.”  Three interesting facts about Barbara are 1) she grew up on a farm between a corn 
field and a feedlot; 2) she sang in a production of Oklahoma; and 3) she took students to Carnegie Hall 
three times during her teaching career. The hardest lesson she ever learned was that, “sometimes your 
mistakes can hurt those you love most.”  Barbara told me that the best thing about getting older is that 
you are “confident in who you are; no need to impress or justify things you say or do,” but the worst thing 
is that “with declining mental/physical abilities comes a loss of identity, at least, some of the old things by 
which you were known.”  As musicians we’ve all had “best” and “worst” moments.  Barbara identifies her 
best moments as “playing worship services and especially free organ accompaniments with the choir and 
congregation here at CUMC” and her worst moments as “playing the wrong hymn and playing more 
verses than they’re singing. (Happened twice here already!)”  With a declining use of organ in today’s 
worship services, I asked Barbara to define the role of the organist in the 21st Century Church.  “Through 
music the organist helps people focus on worship of God, first and foremost, and on the faith they 
profess. This means choosing music which is inspiring, artistic, and if texted, from theologically sound 
material relevant to the faith tradition.” In addition to having a wealth of church music experience, Barbara 
also served as a United Methodist pastor (after 5 years of training at Emory) for twelve years. Eight of 
those years she served African American congregations.  When asked how church music had changed 
since she began in the profession, Barbara replied, “I think cultural influences and our self-absorbed 
generation has caused a profound movement away from God as the central figure in worship and as the 
most important element of worship. Often music is chosen not so much to glorify God or teach the tenets 
of the faith but to provide entertainment that meets the people’s tastes and preferences, tastes rooted in a 
pop culture that is theologically shallow and musically insipid.  Worship is about God, creator of the 
universe, the Alpha and the Omega; anything less than that is just spectator sport and meaningless in the 
total scheme of things.   
 
Barbara is a teacher, a theologian, a musician, a mentor, and a faithful servant of God.  When you hear her 
play each week, know that you are frequently hearing her improvise or play from memory.  Hopefully you 
also now know a little more about Barbara Lott, the person behind the music. 
 
"Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands." Psalm 100:1 (KJV) 
Respectfully, 
 
Susan 

 
 

 

Music Notes 
 

As promised, this week’s Music Notes is dedicated to thanking and getting to know 
Barbara Lott who volunteers her time and talent each week to enhance our worship 
service.  I recently interviewed Barbara to find out about her background and what 
makes her tick, on and off the organ bench.  Barbara was born in SE Nebraska, but New 
York City was her favorite place to live because of the music and theater, She loves 

 



 

 

 

 
Be sure to mark your calendars for the start of our spring WWW! We will begin on January 
15th with more fun, bible stories and hands on learning! Invite a friend and be a part of this 
amazing outreach! 
 
Take a look at the fun we had in December! 

 

  

 

Congratulations Sara & Ramie                                                                                                   
Russell on the new addition to their                                                                                                               
family! 

Ferris Mims was born December                                                                                                                        
16th weighing 6 pound 15 ounces.                                                                                              
She is welcomed by her brothers,                                                                                                                              
Parker and Price.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYERS: Guy Steele, 
John Tucker, Maxie 
Sellers, Lyn Stabler 
Tippett,  Wayne 
Sturdivant, Debbie 
Messer, Arthur Pigott, 
Stuart Magee, Mary 
Bryant, Ann Stovall, Mike 
Novinski, Diann Phelps 
Meador, Doug Phelps, 
Dennis Pittman, Martha 
Morrow, Darren Hathorn, 
John & Judy Waits, 
Waline Gafford, Mike & 
Fran Ginn, James Glyn 
Fortenberry, Jane Martin, 
Shirley Wooten, Doris 
Phelps, Dora Powell,  
Lucas Porter, Bill 
Crawford. 

 

 
SHUT-INS 

 

 
THE GROVE: 

Georgetta Kuykendall 
Helen Oglesbee 
Angela Varnado 

 

 
THE MYRTLES: 

Carolyn Powers 
 

 
WESLEY MANOR: 
Lina Fortenberry 

 

 
COPPELL TEXAS:  
Maryann Hyatt 

 

 
 
 

WWW SUPPERS 
Will begin Wednesday, 

January 15th 
 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOL 
 

Sunday, January 5 , 2019 
Worship 117  Sunday School 49 

 

Contributions $ 5801.16 
White Christmas $ 75.00 

Youth $ 150.00 
Memorials $ 300.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy 2020, everyone!  I’m excited about all the New Year has to offer.  I would be 
remiss, though, if I did not reflect for a moment and thank everyone for all their 
efforts in pulling off our last bit of 2019!  Our 4th annual Christmas Variety Show did 
not disappoint.  I cannot thank the performers and parents ENOUGH!!  Thanks to 
the performers for being so willing to participate and so faithful in practicing and to 
the parents for getting the performers where they needed to be to prepare.  And 
certainly, we need to thank Ms. Lisa and Ms. Pam for doing all they did in the 
kitchen to organize, prepare, serve, and clean up the meal.  They are the unsung 
heroes of almost every Wednesday night meal we have had this year, and I thank 
them for their willingness to serve in this way.  It is because of ALL OF YOU we were 
able to gift Jasmine Hathorn’s family with $1000 toward the financial needs they 
have incurred related to her accident. 

 

There will be an important parent AND youth meeting this Sunday at 5 P.M. in the 
Wesley Center to plan for spring.  I’m excited to discuss and get feedback on some 
new ideas for spring programming.  I want 2020 to be a year of service and study 
for our youth, as I know such opportunities will grow their faith in ways untold.  
Please review your calendars prior to coming and get as many dates as you already 
know for spring and summer updated so we can begin selecting dates for spring 
events and our annual summer trip.  Many factors go into planning that summer 
trip, so we need to work ahead as much as possible in selecting our dates. 

Have a great week! 

Ms. Angel 

 

Go ahead and mark your calendars for Baccalaureate Sunday, May 17th, on which 
we will celebrate and recognize Aiden Singley and Rand Mikell.  If you know of 
another graduate who needs to be recognized, please let me know! 

Youth Ministry 

 

ATTENDANCE SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2020 
Worship 117 -- Sunday School 49 

 

DONATIONS: SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2020 
Contributions 3,648.00 
Sunday School $73.00 

Youth $100.00 
Pastors Fund $ 132.00 

Children $ 40.00 
 

YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS & EXPENSES 
CONTRIBUTIONS $ 381,235.38 

EXPENSES $ 348,506.68 
 



FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
411 CHURCH STREET 
P.O. BOX 585 
COLUMBIA, MS  39429 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                           

            

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Monday, January 13 

10:30 Mission Meeting 
3:00 UMW Board Meeting 

5:15 Supper Planning Meeting 
 

Tuesday, January 14 
12 :00 Agape Circle 

 
Thursday, January 23 
9:30 Morning Circle 

 
Sunday, Januray 26 

12:00 UMW Fundraiser 
 

Monday, January 27 
5:30 Administrative Council 

 
Finance Meeting to be decided! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The UMW Souper Sunday fundraiser will be held on 
January 26 immediately following morning worship. The 

menu includes a variety of homemade soups, sandwiches, 
and dessert. All funds go to support missions. Please 

make your plans now to attend. See you there 
 

REMINDER 
Committee Chairs:  Please update the OFFICE CALENDAR for events 
for your groups.  If it’s not on the calendar Debbie probably doesn’t 

know about it.  This is to prevent anything being double booked.  
Call the church office 601-736-7121 and Debbie will put it on the 
calendar or you are welcome to come to the office anytime and 
update.  We would not want confusion because it isn’t on there. 


