
 

 
 
 
 

COMMUNION 
 

“Words kill, words give life; they’re either poison or fruit—you choose.” 
(Proverbs 18:21) 

 

Eugene H. Peterson (translator of The Message) shares this story: “When 
my daughter, Karen, was young I often took her with me when I visited 
nursing homes. She was better than a Bible. The elderly in these homes 
brightened immediately when she entered the room, delighted in her 
smile, and asked her questions. They touched her skin, stroked her hair. 
On one such visit we were with Mrs. Herr, who was in an advanced state 
of dementia. Talkative, she directed all her talk to Karen. She told her a 
story, an anecdote out of her own childhood that Karen’s presence must 
have triggered, and when she completed it, she immediately repeated it 
word for word, and then again and again and again. After twenty minutes 
or so of this, I became anxious lest Karen become uncomfortable and 
confused about what was going on. I interrupted the flow of talk, anointed 
the woman with oil, laid hands on her, and prayed. In the car and driving 
home, I commended Karen for her patience and attentiveness. She had 
listened to this repeated story without showing any signs of restlessness 
or boredom. I said, “Karen, Mrs. Herr’s mind is not working the ways ours 
are.” And Karen said, “Oh, I knew that, Daddy; she wasn’t trying to tell us 
any ‘thing’. She was telling us who she ‘is’.” 
 

Nine years old, and she knew the difference, knew that Mrs. Herr was 
using words not for communication but for COMMUNION. It is a difference 
that our culture as a whole pays little attention to but that [disciples 
apprenticed with Jesus] must pay attention to. Our primary task, the 
disciple’s primary task, is not communication but COMMUNION.” 
 

As we embrace the daily living of 2018, loving God with all we’ve got, and 
loving and serving our neighbors, may we rise above mere 
communication and aspire for the grace of COMMUNION! Your friend and 
pastor, Mike…LiveWell, GodSpeed, Love All Around 
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Prayer Concerns 
Rhonda Livingston,  Frances 
Campbell, Gentry Terrell, Betty 
Upton, Rhonda Livingston, 
Margaret Sandifer, Spooky Sims, 
Judy Easterling, LeWynn Melson, 
Mary Thompson, Jane Martin, John 
Waits, Shirley Wooten, Lucas 
Porter, Tom Shows, Tom McNeese, 
Edith McMurray, Billy Duckworth, 
cousin of Laurin Sahler, Evelyn & 
Cliff Woods,  Doris & Doug Phelps, 
Angela Lewis, Theresa Edwards, 
Kelli Stehling, Mallory Broomfield, 
Brian Moree, Amy Pollan, Betty 
Aurant, Durr Walker, Kathy & 
Dennis Malone, Josh Zurich, Ramie 
Stringer, Kaitlyn Wright, Monique 
Goar, Wesley Moudy, Lisa 
McGloflin, Sabastian Blanchard, 
Sarah Davis, Brenda Griner, 
Debbie Price, Brian Jackson, 
Martha Stephens, Shirley & John 
Grace, Madelyn Halford, Logan 
Byrne, Gary Rush, Mary Ann 
Nicholson, Toni Marino, Faith 
Johnson, Abbey Talia, Peyton 
Grooms, Kalyn Boyd, Kenneth 
Eaves, Jennifer Albritton, Paula 
Melerine, Eddie Buckley, Rose 
Ishmael, Garland Hilton, Kathleen 
Merritt. 
 

SHUT-INS 
The Grove: Rheda Carter, Greta 
Dick, Georgetta Kuykendall, Helen 
Oglesbee, Angela Varnado 
 
Wesley Manor: Lina Fortenberry 
 

Coppell, TX: Maryann Hyatt 
 

The Myrtles: Carolyn Powers 
 

 
 
HOSPITALS: 
 
Marion General  - Scarlett Gafford 

Upcoming Events 
   

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14, 2018 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
10:55 a.m. – Worship Service 
MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 2018 
No Scheduled Activities 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2018 
 3:00 p.m. – Mission Read 
 6:00 p.m. – Fast Track Evening Study Group 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2018 
10:00 a.m. – XYZ 
  3:00 p.m. – Children’s WWW 
  3:00 p.m. – Jr. High UMW 
  5:15 p.m. – WWW Supper 
  6:00 p.m. – Family Prayer & Devotion 
  6:00 p.m. – Kouth 
  6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir Practice 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 2018 
  9:30 a.m. – Fast Track Morning Study Group 
  3:00 p.m. – Mission: Read 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 19, 2018 
No Scheduled Activities 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 2018 
No Scheduled Activities 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, 2018 
  9:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
10:55 a.m. – Worship 
MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 2018 
  5:30 p.m. – Administrative Council 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 23, 2018 
  3:00 p.m. – Mission Read 
 6:00 p.m. – Fast Track Evening Study 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2018 
10:00 a.m. – XYZ 
  3:00 p.m. – Children’s WWW 
  3:00 p.m. – Jr. High UMW 
  5:15 p.m. – WWW Supper 
  6:00 p.m. – Family Prayer & Devotion 
  6:00 p.m. – Kouth 
  6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir Practice 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 25, 2018 
  9:30 a.m. – Fast Track Morning Study 
  3:00 p.m. – Mission:Study 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 26, 2018 
No Scheduled Activities 
 

 

 
Methodist Movers  

 

The Methodist 
Movers Group will 

resume their 
regular activities 

on Tuesday, 
February 6th.   

 



 
 
Thank You 

 
 

Debbie and I say a heartfelt thanks to you, Columbia First United 
Methodist Church, for hosting a lovely wedding shower for our daughter, 
Katie Sahler, and her fiancé, Luke Drake, on Sunday, January 7, 
2018…Thanks for taking time to greet and meet Katie and then 
showering her with thoughtful wedding gifts…Katie and Luke are 
grateful for your thoughtfulness and expressions of affirmation and 
encouragement…Debbie and I continue to thank God for each of you, and 
its our privilege to be your parsonage family and partners in 
ministry…Love All Around, Mike and Debbie Sahler!  
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
To Members of First United Methodist Church, 
 
Thank you sincerely for your prayers on my behalf over the last several 
weeks.  My hip replacement surgery has been successful.  I am returning 
to a more active life style for which I am most grateful. 
 
With kind regards, 
Robert R. Bourne 

 

January 2018 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 

   

1 – Elizabeth Anderson, 
Anna Hough, Taylor 

McDaniel 
3 – Michael Fite 
6 – Amy DeWitt 

7 - Myers Foxworth 
8 – Lucas Cody, Wronal 

Simmons 
11 – David Martin 

12 – Donna Fite, John 
Jones, Nell Wood 
14 – Danon Vest 

15 – Shelly Blackard  
16 – Debbie Sahler 
18 – Hollis English 

23 – Margie Harris, Lisa 
Sims 

24 – Mark Fite, Bobbye 
Toney 

 
 

 
 
If your birthday isn’t listed 
please contact the church office 
601-736-7121 and let Debbie 
know.  If you want to check to 
be sure I have it listed correctly, 
you can go to fumccolumbia.org 
and check the calendar! 

 

ATTENDANCE 
JANUARY 7, 2018 

 
   Worship 98  

 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
OFFERING  

Sunday, January 7, 2018 
 

General Fund $ 7,613.30 
Youth $ 50.00 
Radio $ 250.00 

Memorial $ 20.00 
Pastor’s Fund $ 75.00 

 
Total Contributions received to date for the organ fund 

30,507.78.  We are still taking donations for speakers for the 
sanctuary.  The total cost is $ 8,000, received to date $192.68.  
If you are making donations for a specific purpose, please 

make a notation on the memo of your check. 
 



Thank you to the Youth Council members and youth who came Sunday afternoon 
to give their input for our Spring schedule and activities.  Below is our schedule and 
planned activities, with things to be added along the way, I’m sure! 
 

Sunday Mornings:  Sunday School 10 AM   
Sunday Afternoons:  (Both junior high and senior high) 

 
Unplug and Connect 5:00-5:30 
A time to be intentional and spend some individual time in the Word in a variety of ways 
 

Collective Bible Study 5:30-615   
 

Snack Supper 6:15  
First Sunday of the month to Azteca 
Last Sunday of the month provided by Youth Council 
2nd and 3rd Sundays (and 4th, depending on the month):  volunteer servers needed; See Angel for sign-up 
 

Wednesday Afternoons: 
  Junior High WWW after school til 5 
  Senior High devotional 6:00 – 6:45 
 
Special Events: 
*Others likely to be added 
 

Sunday, March 25  Newsboys concert in Jackson; tickets $25 
Sunday, April 29  NOLA Zoo trip 
Sunday, May 6 Vespers service at CA 
Sunday, May 20 Baccalaureate and luncheon 
 

Summer Dates: 
Tentative Senior High youth trip dates:  June 28-July 3 
Tentative Junior High Centrifuge @ Ridgecrest:  July 11-15 
 

Spring Fundraiser:  Randazzo King Cake sale….details to 
come! 
 

Christmas Variety Show wrap-up: 
 

Thank you so much to those who participated in and supported 
our Christmas Variety Show.  We earned almost $800 for the MS 
Gold Star Families memorials.  The Scardinos wish to express 
their gratitude for the way our church honored and remembered 
Anthony.  Though they had planned to attend the event, Sandra 
was recovering from shoulder surgery she had not anticipated 
when we first spoke.  They send their sincere thanks and want 
you to know how fondly they remember their time at FUMC. 
 

Have a great week!  Mrs. Angel 
 

 
P.S.  For those who purchased our keepsake DVDs, there is an issue with playback on a DVD player, though they play 
fine on a laptop.  I am aware of the issue and researching ways to burn them properly for DVD player playback.  When 
I have mastered this, I will get a new copy to everyone who purchased one.  Thank you for your support of that video. 
 

King Cake Fundraiser 

 
   

The junior and senior high youth 
groups will be selling Randazzo’s King 
Cakes (Slidell, LA bakery featured on 
the Food Network), with pickup on the 
afternoon of Wednesday, January 
31st  in the Wesley Center.  We will be 
taking orders on small (12-inch round; 
10 slices) traditional ($18), cream 
cheese ($21), and pecan praline king 
cakes ($23) through January 
24th.  Please see Angel, any youth 
member, youth parent, or youth 
council member to order. 
 



roject! 

 
 

   

 

Mike Sahler 
Health Update 

January 8, 2018 
 

I feel good and I’m getting stronger 
every day! My triple bypass surgery was 
82 days ago and all major restrictions 
have been lifted with the encouragement 
of using good common sense, to listen to 
what my body is telling me, to pace 
myself in daily activities of work and 
play, to commit to daily exercise, and to 
change and practice a healthier way of 
eating…So, 2018 will see me weaving 
changes into my daily living, “giving 
up” habits that are life threatening and 
detrimental to abundant living, and 
“taking on” disciplines and practices 
that are lifegiving and vital to my 
health, to giving God all I’ve got, and 
loving and serving the people of 
God…My sessions at Cardiac 
Rehabilitation will go forward through 
mid-February, three days per week, as 
they monitor, coach, nudge and push me 
towards a heart healthier me…And, I 
continue to thank you, members and 
friends of Columbia First United 
Methodist Church, my family, David 
(Lauren), Katie (Luke), and my loving 
wife, Debbie, for your ceaseless  prayers, 
expressions of love, patient 
understanding, notes of encouragement, 
cards of affirmation, texts of concern, 
hugs and handshakes of grace, and a fist 
bump of Love All Around…Indeed, 
Lord have mercy on me, a sinner, and 
thanks for creating in me a clean and 
mended heart!   

 

 
 
Our WWW program is back full swing this week! We 
are looking forward to a fresh start with new hands-on 
lessons, music, fun and fellowship. If you don't 
already, join us each week as we share God's love 
through laughter and play with kids in our 
community.  
 
Many thanks to Ms. Debbie Sahler, Amy DeWitt and 
Sara Russell for being helping hands during Sunday 
school each week. If your child is not already 
attending Sunday school, make it a goal this new year 
to start. We have a great hour filled with a deeper look 
into lessons just for our kids. Sunday school begins at 
9:45 each Sunday morning.  
 
Our annual acolyte training will be held later this 
month. Thanks to Ms. Anna for being willing to provide 
this training each year.  
 
Children's council will have new special event dates, 
including VBS, soon! I'll share those dates as soon as 
they are finalized.  
 
Have a great week! Keleigh  

 

 
IT’S A BOY 

 
Congratulations to Dawn (Martin) & Joe 

Delancey on the birth of Bartolomeo Forest 
“Bat” Delancey.  Bat was born at home on 
January 3rd weighing 6 pounds and 19 1/3 

inches long.  He is welcomed by Clay 
Holmes, Helen and Leia Martin!   
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MISSION READ 

   

The Mission Committee is in the process of activating  a reading program for 12  2nd grade 
children to begin in January and to be known as Mission:  Read.  Every Tuesday and Thursday 
from 3:00-3:45 during the school year, each of 12 volunteers  from  the community will listen to a 
child read for the sole purpose of helping them pronounce words correctly and comprehend the 
literature.  At the end of each week, an evaluation will be done at the Primary School to measure 
each child’s progress and adjust teaching/learning techniques if necessary.  If you would like more 
information about this mission project or are interested  in helping with it, see Carlene Pigott or 
any member of the Mission Committee.   
 


