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Dearest friends, 
 Grace and peace to you. As the Apostle Paul writes to the Philippians in 
1:3-5, “I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy 
in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel 
from the first day until now.” 
 I cherish these last six months in ministry beside you. Your witness of 
faith helps to shape and form who I am today. 
 Indeed, your witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ from the corner of 
Church and High School is unparalleled. For generations, you have witnessed as 
First United Methodist Church. Now let us continue to do so. 
 I’m writing today to share with you some of the reasons I am remaining a 
United Methodist and support the mission and ministry of this imperfect, but 
faithful denomination. 
 This is the church that taught me about Jesus, sin and redemption, the 
love of God and the power of the Holy Spirit. It is the place where I first heard 
the call to ministry. 
 I am remaining United Methodist because of Reverend Otho Brantley who 
baptized me when I was 9 years old and who taught me the importance of grace 
extending to everyone. He taught me that racism is wrong and that our church 
was welcoming of everyone. Race…that was the big issue on everyone’s mind 
back then. It’s a different issue today, but the same principles remain. My 
United Methodist Church celebrates open hearts, open minds, open doors. 
That’s a church I want to be a part of. 
 The United Methodist Church taught me about forgiveness, love, faith, 
peace. It taught me the Bible stories and the hymns. It taught me that everyone 
is a beloved child of God and it taught me that when we love God and love our 
neighbor, we really can change the world. That’s a church I want to be a part 
of. 
 Through our Social Principles I have learned the important lessons of 
wrestling with the diverse concerns of our world and the importance of the 
church having a voice in those concerns. Moreover, the United Methodist Church 
has a place at the global table and influence in difficult issues that impact the 
world. That’s a church I want to be a part of. 
 The United Methodist Church has always been for me a place of 
theological diversity. A place where people sometimes interpret scripture 
differently, but still sit at the same table of love that is grounded in the larger 
promise of life in the resurrected Christ. A church that recognizes that things 
are not always black and white, but sometimes gray and we must live and love 
within the gray areas, too. That’s a church I want to be a part of. 
        (Continued on insert) 
 



                                                          

 

        

 

 

    

 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
Sunday, January 29, 2022 

                       

Contributions  
$ 3670.10 

(includes designated givings) 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATE 
$21,398.48 

(includes all income) 
 

EXPENSES TO DATE 
$ 32,557.09 

 
 

   
 

 
Family of Wayne Sturdivant, Family of John Wooten, Family of Henry Neinast,  
Bowen Kelly, Family of Shelton Ball, Shepherd Truett, Josh Becker, Charlie 
Sanford, Davis Herring, Joan Berry, Larry Middleton, Bob Holloway, Edna Ginn, 
Lucinda Badon, Dee Dee Neese, Cindy Raines,  Carol Seymour, Floyd and Mary 
Daley, Jimmy Walker, The Ellis Family, Aubrey Mitchell, Ben Ford, Jerry Fitch, 
Scott Arinder, Raven Smith, Cindy McIntyre, Violet Garrison and family, Ryleigh 
Turnage, Tara Ard, Fran Ginn, those suffering with Covid, the people of Ukraine 

and World Peace. 

(please let us know if there are any additions or deletions 
so we can get the prayer list up to date.) 

    SHUT INS: 
    THE GROVE  
    Georgetta Kuykendall 
    Angela Varnado 
    Ruby Moody 
    WESLEY MANOR  
    Lina Fortenberry 
    LAKELAND FLORIDA  
    Joe Pierce 
    THE MYRTLES 
    Gail Houston 
    Carolyn Boyles 
      

 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES 2022 
1- Adam Powers 2- Leigh 
Hathorn 5- Kathy Jones 7- 

Parker Russell 8- Beth Pierce, 
Helen Martin, Rita Faye 

Armstrong 12- Shelbi Stovall, 
Tommy Simmons, Weston 

Barber 14- Parker Cody 16- 
Samuel Breakfield 18- Kinley 
Gardner 20- Mamie Herring 

25- Dick Jordan 26 – Vic 
Dantin 27 Drew Foxworth, 
Spencer Stovall 28 – Jason 

Howell 
 
            
 

 
If you have someone you would 
like to add to the prayer list, 
please give us their name and 
address so we can send them a 
card. Also, so we can keep our 
list up to date let the church 
office know when or if they 
need to be removed. 

 
 

Bulletin/Newsletter Deadlines 
*All email communications should 
be sent to 
office@fumccolumbia.org.   
*All information for the bulletin 
should be received by 8 a.m. 
Thursdays. 
*All information for the Newsletter 
should be received by noon on 
Mondays. 

  

 

 

February 

Our greatest need at this time 
is fruit juices. They can be 

large bottles, small bottles or 
cans. All donations are 
greatly appreciated. 



                                                          

                                                          

 
        
 
 
Sunday, February 5, 2023 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.- Worship Service 
 12:00 p.m. – Choir Souper Sunday 
Monday, February 6, 2023 
  3:30 – Girl Scouts 
Tuesday, February 7, 2023 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 8:30 a.m. – Food Pantry Vouchers 
Wednesday, February 8, 2023 
 9:00 a.m. – XYZ 
 3:00 p.m. - WWW 
 4:00 p.m. – Men’s and Ladies’ 
Quartets 

 4:50 p.m. – Handbell Choir 
 5:15 p.m. – Wednesday Supper 
 6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir 
Thursday, February 9, 2023 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 4:00 p.m. – Staff Meeting 
Friday, February 10, 2023 
 No Scheduled Activities 
Saturday, February 11, 2023 
 No Scheduled Activities 
   
     
     
 
                                            
                                                                                        
  
 
                                                                                       
  
  
 
  
              

 

 

 
 

We have 7 confirmands going through confirmation classes 
and mentoring. Please be in prayer for our confirmands and 
their mentors: Violet Blackard (Pat Strickland), Tom Foster 
(Beth Pierce), Patton Gilliam (Anna Hough), Jacob Harris 
(Marilyn Griffin), Parker Russell (Hal Kittrell), Eriyanna 
Stovall (Susan Wilson), and Brayden Thornhill (Brian Foster). 
This is such an important part of our youth’s faith journey, 
and we are so grateful for the mentors giving their time and 
being willing to share their own testimonies as they help 
guide them through this process.  

Though we had explored Confirmation Retreat at Camp 
Wesley Pines for a few of our confirmands this year, the 
dates/ times ended up not working out for a few different 
reasons. We’ll make plans to add this to our schedule next 
year when, hopefully, the larger group can attend.  

As our January service project, the youth have been asked 
to clean out family closets and donate items to the mission 
project Mrs. Sandy Fortenberry is spearheading. Donations 
can be taken through February 7th. 

This week we are exploring the Beatitudes with our junior 
high youth. Our senior high youth are doing the same and 
also reviewing the Adam Hamilton resources related to the 
recent disaffiliation vote. 

If you haven’t bought tickets for CHS’s production of 
Oklahoma yet, get them soon! There will be four 
performances between Thursday, 2/16 and Saturday, 2/18. 
Tickets are $15 and still available. We have several youth 
and church members involved, and I know you won’t want 
to miss supporting them! 

Be sure to ask Gabe when you see him about the West 
Marion Show Choir performance and results in this past 
weekend’s competition!  

Have a great week! 

Mrs. Angel 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 585 
411 CHURCH STREET 
COLUMBIA, MS 39429 
 

 

Hello Church family and Happy New Year, 

 Time to implement that New Year’s resolution and clean out those closets, 
garages and storage units. My team and I will be at FUMC on February 7th, to 
receive your donations and take them to Linda and Butch Rogers in Brooklyn, MS. 
They in turn will take them to the Navajo Reservation in New Mexico this 
summer. Items needed are anything you need except electrical items (they have 
no electricity or running water). T-shirts, clothing for all genders, ages and 
seasons are especially needed. They are also in need of blankets and linens of all 
sorts and footwear of all descriptions. We had a VERY successful drive last year 
and it is my wish that we can do the same this year.  

 

Thanks to all of you,      

Sandy Fortenberry 

 

 

 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 



                                                          

 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

In his sermon “Catholic Spirit” John Wesley said: “Though we cannot think alike, may we 
not love alike? May we not be of one heart, though we are not of one opinion? Without all 
doubt, we may. Herein all the children of God may unite, notwithstanding these smaller 
differences.” For hundreds of years we have been a church of conservative, liberal, and 
moderate believers. Our differences of opinion have been overcome by our one heart. We are a 
more faithful denomination and look more like the Household of God because of our diversity 
of opinions, interpretations, and minds. In this we model for the world that when we are 
united in Jesus Christ, nothing can separate us. That’s a church I want to be a part of. 

 This is my United Methodist Church. Perhaps it is yours, too. Let us be on the journey 
together of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. I write this 
with great love and affection for each of you.  

Deep peace, 

Heather Hensarling 

 

 
Register now for upcoming early response team, ERT, training. Certified ERTs respond to disasters 
in the days after they happen. 
Oxford University United Methodist Church in Oxford is hosting an ERT training Saturday, February 
25, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The address for the training is 424 S 10th Street, Oxford, Miss.  
The mission of an Early Response Team is to provide a caring Christian presence in the aftermath 
of a disaster.This team is neither a first response group of emergency workers nor a recovery 
rebuild or repair team; rather it fills a specific need in the early days after a disaster to establish 
the presence of the church. 
What do Early Response Teams do? 

1. Provide a Christian presence. This does not sound like a task and is NOT, however it can be 
the MOST important thing a team can do. 

2. Take steps to prevent further damage to a family’s personal property (i.e. tarping, debris 
removal, chainsaw work and cleaning out of flooded homes). 

3. Teams may be asked to manage donated materials, gather information or other things as 
deemed necessary by the community. 

4. Observe survivor’s needs and report these to the local operations. 
5. Be a part of the caring ministry of “listeners” who will help the survivors begin to heal.  

The registration fee is $40 and includes a manual, lunch, t-shirt, background check and leader 
expenses. Clergy who participate can receive .7 CEUs. 
For more details, contact Willie Morris at morris61@msn.com.   
 


