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At Christmas I gave all outgoing and incoming administrative committee 

chairs a copy of Disciplines: A Book of Daily Devotions 2023. It is produced annually 
by The Upper Room. I highly recommend it as a daily devotional book. Today’s 
devotion (for February 13) referenced the following passage from Eugene 
Peterson’s The Message: 
  “Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away 
with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk 
with me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of 
grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and 
you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.”—Matthew 11: 28-30 

In the New Revised Standard Version, this passage begins “Come to me, all 
you that are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”  This may 
be a more familiar translation. But don’t you love the language Peterson uses of 
learning the “unforced rhythms of grace?” This season of Lent, the forty days 
between Ash Wednesday and Easter (not including Sundays), begins officially on 
February 22. And in this season of Lent, I want to invite us into a time of 
rediscovering the unforced rhythms of grace. In order to do so, perhaps we must re-
orient our lives to live more fully into Christ himself. 

On Sunday, February 12 we read some of Jesus’s instructions from his 
Sermon on the Mount. I suggested that Jesus was asking the community then, and 
the community now, to re-orient our lives…to seek and discover all within us that 
has placed us out of right relationship with our family, our friends and larger 
community, our body, and anything else that might lead to being out of right 
relationship with Christ. In the busyness of life and the demands placed on us by a 
secular world, we sometimes fall out of rhythm with the grace that has been so 
freely given. We fall out of the rhythms of grace and thus begin to live dis-oriented 
lives. Dis-oriented from all that God calls us to be and do, dis-oriented from one 
another, dis-oriented from a life-giving relationship with Jesus. What might Jesus’s 
response to that be? See Matthew 11:29 where he says: “Keep company with me 
and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.” 

What in your own life has become dis-oriented? Think about it. Write it 
down. In these upcoming forty days of Lent, let us learn again, the unforced 
rhythms of grace and allow that grace to help us “tear out and throw away all” that 
has become dis-oriented in our everyday lives. This Lent, let us truly become 
Resurrection People living in the household of God. As always, I wish you blessings 
and 
 
Deep peace, 
Heather    
 

 



                                                          

 

        

 

 

    

 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
Sunday, February 13, 2023 

                       
Contributions  

$ 8886.00 
(includes designated givings) 

 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATE 

$36,868.98 
(includes all income) 

 
EXPENSES TO DATE 

$ 47,866.25 
 
 

 
Family of Virginia Rutland, Family of Wayne Sturdivant, Lucas Porter, Joey Porter, 
Joyce Fortenberry, Larry Middleton, Bowen Kelly, Shepherd Truett, Josh Becker, 
Charlie Sanford, Davis Herring, Joan Berry, Bob Holloway, Edna Ginn, Lucinda 
Badon, Dee Dee Neese, Cindy Raines,  Carol Seymour, Floyd and Mary Daley, 
Jimmy Walker, Aubrey Mitchell, Ben Ford, Jerry Fitch, Scott Arinder, Raven Smith, 
Cindy McIntyre, Violet Garrison and family, Ryleigh Turnage, Tara Ard, Fran Ginn, 
those suffering with Covid, the people of Ukraine and World Peace. 

(please let us know if there are any additions or deletions 
so we can get the prayer list up to date.) 

     
SHUT INS: 
    THE GROVE  
    Georgetta Kuykendall 
    Angela Varnado 
    Ruby Moody 
    WESLEY MANOR  
    Lina Fortenberry 
    LAKELAND FLORIDA  
    Joe Pierce 
    THE MYRTLES 
    Gail Houston 
    Carolyn Boyles 
    ALDEN POINTE 
     Lela Buckley 
 
 

 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES 2022 
1- Adam Powers 2- Leigh 
Hathorn 5- Kathy Jones 7- 

Parker Russell 8- Beth Pierce, 
Helen Martin, Rita Faye 

Armstrong 12- Shelbi Stovall, 
Tommy Simmons, Weston 

Barber 14- Parker Cody 16- 
Samuel Breakfield 18- Kinley 
Gardner 20- Mamie Herring 

25- Dick Jordan 26 – Vic 
Dantin 27 Drew Foxworth, 
Spencer Stovall 28 – Jason 

Howell 
 
            
 

 
If you have someone you would 
like to add to the prayer list, 
please give us their name and 
address so we can send them a 
card. Also, so we can keep our 
list up to date let the church 
office know when or if they 
need to be removed. 

 
 

Bulletin/Newsletter Deadlines 
*All email communications should 
be sent to 
office@fumccolumbia.org.   
*All information for the bulletin 
should be received by 8 a.m. 
Thursdays. 
*All information for the Newsletter 
should be received by noon on 
Mondays. 

  

 

 

February 

Our greatest need at this time 
is fruit juices. They can be 

large bottles, small bottles or 
cans. All donations are 
greatly appreciated. 



                                                          

                                                          

 
        
 
 
Sunday, February 19, 2023 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.- Worship Service 
 12:00 p.m. – Confirmation Lunch 
and Session 

Monday, February 20, 2023 
  5:30 – Bereavement Committee 
Meeting 
Tuesday, February 21, 2023 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 8:30 a.m. – Food Pantry Vouchers 
Wednesday, February 22, 2023 
 **See the Ash Wednesday 
Service listed on the insert.  

 9:00 a.m. – XYZ 
 3:00 p.m. - WWW 
 4:00 p.m. – Men’s and Ladies’ 
Quartets 

 4:30 p.m. – Trustee Meeting 
 4:50 p.m. – Handbell Choir 
 5:15 p.m. – Wednesday Supper 
 6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir 
Thursday, February 23, 2023 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 4:00 p.m. – Staff Meeting 
Friday, February 24, 2023 
 No Scheduled Activities 
Saturday, February 25, 2023 
 No Scheduled Activities 
   
     
     
 
                                            
                                                                                        
  
 

 

 

 
Confirmation classes are going great with our junior high crew. 
In our regular programming, both groups are continuing to read 
and discuss key points of the Sermon on the Mount. We’ve 
discussed doing the work needed to love difficult people, 
seeing our blessings in the midst of hard times (ask one of our 
senior high about Corrie Ten Boom and one of the BEST EVER 
examples of seeing blessings in the midst of REALLY hard 
times!), as well as our charge to be salt and light in the world 
and what that means. This past week, we discussed rules for 
relationships as we read the re-interpretation of The Ten 
Commandments from the Sermon on the Mount and discussed 
how to be better and more purposeful in our relationships.  

If you’re looking for something to do this week/weekend, 
come out and see the CHS Fine Arts Club production of 
Oklahoma. All our youth who attend CHS will be performing. 
Aria and Myers will both play their respective lead roles of 
Laurey Williams and Ado Annie Friday night and at the 
Saturday matinee. Our other youth will play their same roles 
each performance, so it sounds like a Friday night or Saturday 
matinee is the way to go to best support our FUMC youth.  

I’m still waiting for confirmation on our February service 
project, but I am planning for it to be one we have done years 
ago and has resurfaced GREATLY in a very personal, relevant 
way. I hope that we can be approved to collect snack foods for 
the family rooms at Batson’s Children’s Hospital. Our family 
has been so blessed with gift baskets and goodies before each 
trip, and we also have the resources to get what we need. But 
I see firsthand there are families who ended up here 
unexpectedly and may not have resources to get what they 
need. And I can tell you the guest trays for parents DO 
sometimes get overlooked, so knowing you have snacks to tide 
you over is a blessing. It’s been a bit of a challenge to make 
contact for guidelines and approval, but I plan to use the rest 
of our hospital stay to figure that out!  So stay tuned on what 
is considered “approved” and needed if you’d like to 
participate in this project. 

Have a great week! 

Mrs. Angel 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 585 
411 CHURCH STREET 
COLUMBIA, MS 39429 
 

 

 
Can you believe we are halfway through February? Our WWW program is in full swing 

and we are missing YOU! We started our year strong but are now lacking volunteers each week. 
Please check your schedules and see if you have time to give to 70+ children of YOUR community 
each week. You’ll be so glad you did!  

Thanks to Ms. Susan, a few of our children are working on music each Wednesday 
afternoon for Sunday mornings! I’m looking forward to hearing them!  

Our children collaborated with Mrs. Louise this past week to provide valentine notes to 
our shut ins. We prayed over the cards and sent them out with prayers that those who receive 
them will feel the love of Jesus. Thank you to Mrs. Louise for thinking of us!  

Remember to save the date for our annual Palm Sunday lunch and egg hunt, April 2nd!  
 

Have a great week!  
Keleigh  

 

  



                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Music Notes 

“Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted by the devil. After fasting forty days 
and forty nights, he was hungry.” Matthew 4:1, 2 
(NIV) 

Most of you know that I grew up Baptist and did not learn to follow a strict liturgical calendar as a 
child. There was a church calendar, but it was based on the seasons and followed national holidays, 
the public-school calendar, and missions. At Christmas, we gave to foreign missions; in the spring, 
we gave to home missions; in the summer, we gave to children’s home missions; and in September, 
we gave to state missions. There was no clear plan for moving through the church year.  

In every part of our lives, we follow a calendar, celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, scheduling 
appointments and meetings, and recording those events that are important to us. Using the 
liturgical calendar, we can emphasize every part of the Christian Year. It allows us to celebrate all 
the significant events in the life of Christ, from His birth and ministry to His death, resurrection, 
and ascension. As a person who values order, organization, and structure, I have come to appreciate 
the liturgical calendar and how the United Methodist Church follows an orderly outline for worship.   

So, what does this have to do with music? The liturgical calendar marks the seasons within the 
church year and gives us an orderly plan for worship, including hymns and anthems, scriptures, 
colors, and other symbols. This year, as we approach Lent and a time of reflection, I recommend 
eleven hymns to you for listening, devotion, and meditation.  Most of these hymns will be familiar 
to you, but one may be new to you, “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days.”  In the upcoming 
weeks, I will write more about this hymn and its significance, but in the interim, I hope you will 
listen to it and ten of my favorites for Lent. Add these to your playlist and share your favorites with 
me, your family, and your friends. 

 I look forward to hearing what songs mean the most to you during this season.    

Amazing Grace 
Shall We Gather at the River 

Abide With Me 
The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
How Great Thou Art 

I’d Rather Have Jesus 
What Wondrous Love Is This 

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 
Blessed Assurance 

“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven.” Ecclesiastes 3:1 
(KJV) 

“Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. Serve the LORD with gladness: Come before his 
presence with singing.” Psalm 100:1, 2. 

Respectfully, 
Susan 

 



                                                          

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dantin Ford SS Class has initiated a new objective of regularly visiting members who 
can no longer attend class in person.  To that end, teams have gone out to those in 
Columbia, Hattiesburg, and most recently Brandon where we were warmly welcomed by 
Martha Morrow and Pam Massad.  Everyone is being blessed in these encounters. 

 

 


