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Then Job answered the Lord: ‘See, I am of small account; what shall I answer 
you? I lay my hand on my mouth. I have spoken once, and I will not answer; 

twice, but will proceed no further.’ (Job 40:3-5) 
 
The British have a wonderful word they use when they are utterly astonished, 
flabbergasted, dumbfounded etc. The word is gobsmacked! Gob being a nickname 
for mouth and smacked meaning…smacked. It literally means to be so taken aback 
by something that it is as if you have been struck upon the mouth and are unable to 
speak. That is how I imagine Job must feel when he encounters God beginning in 
chapter 38 of the book of Job. In a Student Bible of mine from many, many, many 
years ago I even wrote the word gobsmacked over the chapter number. Then later I 
wrote “God smacked” near it. This is the chapter in Job’s book when God answers 
all of Job’s sighs and woes. Job has been bewailing his fate; “It would be better 
had I never been born” blah blah blah etc. etc. Job has had a very difficult time. It 
is as if God let him experience 2020. His closest friends are super helpful in their 
suggestions that Job must have somehow offended God. Their advice to Job is 
“Curse God, and die!” I think among Job’s biggest problems is his choice of friends! 
Spoiler alert…though he spends most of the book complaining Job never once curses 
God.  
 
God’s answer’s to Job are really a series of questions which last from chapter 38 
through chapter 41. The Almighty begins with a simple question: “‘Who is this that 
darkens counsel by words without knowledge?” (Job 38:2). Who are you? This 
question is asked in the same manner as when God asks Adam after the fall; 
“Where are You?” The creator of the universe knew where Adam and Eve had 
hidden themselves. By asking the question He gave them a chance to respond. God 
knows who Job is. The question He poses is not for Himself to gain knowledge. He is 
giving Job a chance to step up and understand something about the order of things.  
 
As Christians if we are not flabbergasted by His love, astonished by His grace, 
gobsmacked by His continued pursuit of us and if we are not overwhelmed by His 
desire to redeem us, then we need this time of Lenten reflection more than ever.  
 
The Season of Lent is a lot like that period of time that incorporated God’s 
questioning of Job. Job took to heart what God said in His questioning and he 
realized his own place. We have forty days of Lent in which we can listen to the 
loving questioning of our creator. He is asking us the same question He posed to 
Job. Who are you? That is something we have to figure out. Is our answer a 
realignment of God’s perfect order for us? Do we recognize Him as creator and 
ourselves as the image bearing creatures? Lent is a time for us to reflect, repent, 
recommit.  
 
My brothers and sisters I invite and challenge you to observe a Holy Lent. Do not 
waste the time before you! Journey towards the cross and empty tomb of Easter as 
one who seeks to be ever more holy. 
 
Pastor Rob 
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Dear Church Members, 
  
 I have been overwhelmed with the cards, plants, flowers, food, calls, memorial 
gifts, prayers, and words of comfort in the loss of my Arthur.  He dearly loved this 
church.  I already knew that First United Methodist Chruch was a loving, caring 
church, but I just did not know how thoughtful.  My family joins me in these words of 
appreciation. 
 
Thank you and God Bless, Carlene Pigott 
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Contribution Reports 
February 21, 2021 

 

Contributions $ 4,105.00 
Radio $ 300.00 

Pastor’s Fund $ 25.00 
Memorials - $ 200.00 

The total contributions for August $ 13,424.45 
 

The total contributions year to date   $ 28,545.00 
The total expenses year to date  $ 55,969.75 

 

Thank you for your faithfulness in sending in your contributions. Prayers for you and 
your families as we continue in this difficult time. 

 

 
 

Our Nation , Our President and Our Leaders, The Coronavirus Pandemic, Rich 
Campbell, Donna Fite, Nell Wood, The family of Mary Fay, Phyllis Price, Nell Barnes, 
Gwen Burdette, Wayne Sturdivant, Marie Lowe (mother of Marie Graham), Tammy Hill, 
Peggy Phelps, Sylvia Robbins, Ashtyne Reid, Ruby Autin, Joan Kyle, Brittney Fish, 
Mary Bryant, Diann Phelps Meador, Doug Phelps, Judy Waits, James Glynn 
Fortenberry, Mike & Fran Ginn, Doris Phelps, Dora Powell, Lucas Porter, Charlie 
Martin, Halley Holmes, John Tucker, Guy Steele, Ronald Wooten. 

(please let us know if there are any additions or deletions                                               
so we can get the prayer list up to date.) 

SHUT INS: 
 
 

The Grove –Georgetta Kuykendall, Helen Oglesbee,                                                                                
Angela Varnado 
 

The Myrtles – Carolyn Powers 
 

Wesley Manor – Lina Fortenberry 
 
 
 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Psalm 46:1 

 
 

 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 
23 – Mike Rogers 

25 – Davis Herring, Dick 
Jordan 

27 – Drew Foxworth, 
Spencer Stovall 

28 – Jason Howell 
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
2 – Grace Ann Pierce 

5 – Hayden Cody 
10 – Ramie Russell 

13 – Marilyn Foxworth, 
Rhonda & Brad Livingston 
14 – Riley Grace Howell, 

Patricia Reid 
16 – Kayla Barber 

17 – Mary Nell Livingston, 
Burt Rowell 

18 – Allison Bullock, Debbie 
Graney, Riley Pittman 
20 – Brad Livingston 

22 – Mary Claire Harvey 
24 – Sharon Kittrell 

28 – Keleigh Oglesbee 
29 – Dawn Martin, Martha 

Morrow, Nioma Webb 
 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday – Thursday 
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

 

Friday 
8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
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It’s so good to be able to join together IN 
PERSON again and get some plans on the 
books.  As a planner, that has been one of 
the hardest things I’ve encountered 
throughout this pandemic…NOT being 
able to plan and believe with any amount 
of certainty that those plans just might 
come to fruition!  But I am ready to get 
some dates and activities on the calendar 
for our youth group!  We will take a few 
weeks to settle into regular times, as some 
families had some things “on the books” 
already.  But we’ll choose days and times 
that allow the majority of our youth to be 
able to participate.  At this time, we 
anticipate having regular Sunday 
activities, and we’ll take advantage of nice 
weather every chance we get!  And as 
possible, we will work in some special 
activities along the way for that fellowship 
our youth have missed so much 
During this last round of not meeting in 
person, some of our youth families 
participated in our “Galatians 6:10 Meal 
Ministry”.  We had families take meals to 
families who are undergoing treatments, 
who have lost loved ones, and those who 
just need to feel remembered by their 
church family.  We want that to continue, 
so if any youth families have not yet 
signed up but would like to do so, please 
let me know.  I have labels for the food 
containers, and I can provide disposable 
containers for future deliveries to minimize 
contact and “returns” for those who may 
feel vulnerable at this time getting out and 
about. 

Youth Council will be contacted this week 
to discuss some special events on the 
horizon. 

Have a great week! Mrs. Angel 

“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let 
us do good to all people, especially to 

those who belong to the family of 
believers.” (Galatians 6:10) 

 

For years I have been teaching my college choirs different 
arrangements of Gaudete! at Christmas. This Christmas carol, 
published in the late 16th century, has taken on new life in the 20th and 
21st centuries, as composers were fascinated with the tune of the 
refrain. It has been set for soloists, choirs, and instrumentalists, and 
while most people can’t remember the verses, they can remember the 
chorus,  Gaudete, Gaudete! Christus est Natus ex Maria Virgine, 
Gaudete! Rejoice, rejoice! Christ is born of the Virgin Mary—Rejoice! 

You may wonder why I am writing about a Christmas text and song 
generally sung during Advent when we are in the Lenten season. Like 
so many of you, I feel like I missed one of the most important seasons 
of singing and celebration in our church during the shutdown, and 
after reflecting on this  text, I realized how relevant it is as we 
approach Easter.  “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: 
Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.” 
Philippians 4:4-5 (NIV) It was so heartwarming to see the joy of the 
children as they came to the front of the sanctuary for the children’s 
message last week. It reminded me of a song I sang as a child before I 
knew anything about Latin Introits or church liturgy, Rejoice in the 
Lord Always and Again I Say Rejoice. You are probably humming the 
tune now!  What happened to our childlike joy and uninhibited 
singing? 

Even in this time of introspection,  reflection, and repentance, I hope 
we will strive to experience joy again, especially through music, and 
not allow events of the past year to steal our voices and our songs.  In 
2014,  Pope Francis referred to the third Sunday of Advent as the 
“Sunday of Joy” and admonished those hearing his message to “think 
of all the good things life has given you…”  In other words, we should 
put away our worries and experience the internal joy that we have 
been given.  Joy, unlike happiness, does not come from external or 
material things but is the assurance that we are unconditionally loved, 
and for this, we can always rejoice! Every Sunday should be a 
“Sunday of Joy.”  In the upcoming weeks as we worship together 
again, remember that Gaudete is not an invitation but a command, so 
lift your voice and REJOICE! 

"Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands." Psalm 100:1 (KJV) 

Respectfully, 

Susan 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Gaudete, Gaudete! Christus est Natus ex Maria 
Virgine, Gaudete! Rejoice, rejoice! Christ is born 
of the Virgin Mary—Rejoice! 

 



  

Children’s News! 
 

It was so good to see everyone Sunday morning!  I have missed getting to talk and fellowship 
face to face with everyone! 
 

We hope to return to WWW in the near future.  Before we are able to return, we need a count 
of volunteers to help with this program.  Because of the early dismissal from school, we will not 
pick up from schoo, but will still continue from 3-5. 
 

If you are able to help, please message me and let me know. 
 

Have a great week!  Keleigh 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 585 
411 CHURCH STREET 
COLUMBIA, MS 39429 
Suscipit, vicis praesent erat feugait epulae, validus indole 

 

The Mission Committee would like to thank our Church family for helping us serve 
others over the past couple of months. Thanks to your help we have been able to 
provide Christmas gifts for over 22 children, gift bags for our shut ins and for those 
who were not able to attend in-person church, and much needed supplies to a 
homeless couple. 
 
 Thank you again for your generous gifts and time.  
  
The Mission Committee 
 

 


