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Grace and peace to you in the name of the precious Babe born in Bethlehem! I pray 
your Christmas preparations are going well. And I pray that in the midst of the 
busyness you are able to keep the miracle of the Nativity at the center of all you 
do. 
 

This is often a time when we reflect on Christmases past. The memories are often 
fond and can bring tears to our eyes. Sometimes, they’re difficult. As we look back 
over the years I hope we remember that, be the memory joyous or sad, it was God 
through the power of the Holy Spirit that carried us through. That same Holy Spirit 
resides with us now and is able to assist in making this Christmas a powerful, 
positive memory for us and our loved ones. 
 

Recently I reflected on an afternoon spent with my mother, going through old photo 
albums. We laughed and reminisced about all our old family shenanigans. We came 
upon one photo, probably from around 1965 or 1966. It was of me and my siblings 
sitting in front of the Christmas tree with all the loot that Santa had brought us. I 
loved that photo and smiled when I saw it. Imagine my surprise to look over and 
find my mother gently weeping. She was visibly shaken. I asked, “What’s wrong, 
Mother?” “That was a hard Christmas,” she said. “You have no idea. We had so 
little to give y’all that year. I went to bed crying that Christmas Eve over how little 
was under the tree for you kids. I worried that you would be able to notice that 
Santa hadn’t been as good to you that year.” I was overwhelmed by this tearful 
confession. Because I did remember that Christmas and remembered it well. I had 
LOVED what Santa delivered. My stocking was full. There were toys for me that I 
hadn’t even asked for. Overall, I remembered it as one of the best Christmases 
ever! But for my Mother, fifty years later, she still grieved the Christmas that was 
so small. When I shared with her my memory of that Christmas she said, “You’re 
not just saying that to make me feel better, are you?” Once she realized that I was 
being sincere and really did have a beautiful memory of that year she cried 
again…only this time with joy. 
 

I guess this is all to say, that we never really know what someone is going through 
during the holidays. Christmas can be a particularly tender time for many. We, the 
Church, are called to be the face of Christ for all we meet. In this season, may our 
faces and our actions reflect the miracle of the manger and be a sign of hope for 
all. And may we all remember the greatest gift of all and give thanks, encouraging 
our friends and family to embrace the gift and allow all its promises to bring hope 
and comfort. In this season, especially, I wish for you 
 
Deep peace, 
 
Heather 
 



                                                          

 

        

 

 

    

 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 

                       

Contributions  
$ 12,872.00 

(includes designated givings) 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATE 
$400,890.47 

(includes all income) 
 

EXPENSES TO DATE 
$ 412,477.19 

 
 

   
 

 
Keith Gaughf, Family of Kent Stogner, Family of Tyler Harris, Family of Father Otis 
Young, Family of Gail Stephens, Family of Chris Plunkett, Edna Ginn, Lucinda Badon, 
Dee Dee Neese, Cindy Raines, John Henry Wooten, Carol Seymour, Jennifer Styron, 
Floyd and Mary Daley, Jimmy Walker, The Ellis Family, Bobby Neinast, Aubrey Mitchell, 
Ben Ford, Jerry Fitch, Scott Arinder, Raven Smith, Cindy McIntyre, Violet Garrison and 
family, Ryleigh Turnage, Tara Ard, Wayne & Mary Sturdivant, Fran Ginn, those suffering 
with Covid, the people of Ukraine and World Peace. 

(please let us know if there are any additions or deletions 
so we can get the prayer list up to date.) 

    SHUT INS: 
    THE GROVE  
    Georgetta Kuykendall, Angela Varnado 
    WESLEY MANOR  
    Lina Fortenberry 
    LAKELAND FLORIDA  
    Joe Pierce 
    THE GROVE 
    Ruby Moody 
    THE MYRTLES 
    Gail Houston 
    Carolyn Boyles 
     ALDEN POINT 
    Mrs. Lela Buckley 
     

 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

AND ANNIVERSARIES 2022 
 

December 2– Madisyn 
Howell, Tommie Pittman 
5- Rylan Singley 6- Joe 
Pierce 7- Aaron Kennon, 
Judy Easterling, Leonard 
and Kathy Jones 9- Joan 
Harry, Matt Jones 10- 
Averiana DeWitt 11- Ryan 
Freeman, Theodora 
Boston 16- Ferriss Russell 
18- Tina Parks, Hal and 
Sharon Kittrell 21- Bobby 
and Rita Fae Armstrong 
24- Edward Hough 25- 
Amanda Thornhill 26- 
Mark Vest 28- Edward and 
Anna Hough  
 
 
 

 
If you have someone you would 
like to add to the prayer list, 
please give us their name and 
address so we can send them a 
card. Also, so we can keep our 
list up to date let the church 
office know when or if they 
need to be removed. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

December 

Our greatest need at this time 
is Spaghetti and Meat Sauce.  

All donations are greatly 
appreciated. 
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Sunday, December 11, 2022 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.- Worship Service 
 6:00 p.m. – White Christmas 
Monday, December 12, 2022 
No Scheduled Activities 
Tuesday, December 13, 2022 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 8:30 a.m. – Food Pantry Vouchers 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022 
 11:00 a.m. – XYZ Luncheon 
 4:00 p.m. – Men’s and Ladies’ Quartets 
 4:50 p.m. – Handbell Choir 
 6:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir 
 7:30 p.m. – Lessons and Carols Practice 
Thursday, December 15, 2022 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 Friday, December 16, 2022 
No Scheduled Activities 
Saturday, December 17, 2022 
No Scheduled Activities 
  
   
                                               
                                                                                        
  
 
                                                                                       
  
  
 
  
              

 

 

 
 
 

Rehearsals for the Christmas Variety Show are underway 
and will be the focus of our remaining youth sessions in 
the year. I’ll send out individual texts/ messages to those 
who are needed for practice, and I’m so thankful for all 
our performers year after year. We have one big act still 
in preparation, and I have a few younger members I’ll be 
contacting shortly to participate. With our current youth, 
I do have several drivers, so moms of little ones, if we can 
help pick up/ drop off, please don’t hesitate to ask! 
 
There WILL be a dinner to accompany the performance, 
and we are blessed to have Candia Love prepare our meal 
for us on the 21st. She will be preparing our usual menu 
of Taco Soup, Cornbread Casserole, and all the things 
that accompany it. What a generous offer for her to do 
this for us! 
The senior high youth Christmas party will immediately 
follow the Variety Show, and I am still working on a date 
for the junior high party. Stay tuned for details! 
 
Have a great week! 
Mrs. Angel 

  Bulletin/Newsletter 
Deadlines 

 
*All email communications 

should be sent to 
office@fumccolumbia.org.   

*All information for the 
bulletin should be received by 8 
a.m. Thursdays. 
     *All information for the 
Newsletter should be received by 
noon on Mondays. 
 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 585 
411 CHURCH STREET 
COLUMBIA, MS 39429 
 

 

UPCOMING DECEMBER EVENTS 
 

December 18, 2022, 6:00 p.m. 
Lessons and Carols 

December 21, 2022, 5:30 p.m. 
Christmas Variety Show and Dinner 

December 24, 2022, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
Come and Go Communion 

December 25, 2022, 10:00 a.m. 
Abbreviated Christmas Service 

 
 

* There will not be a Wednesday Supper on December 14,21,28 or January 4th. We 
will resume on January 11th. 

 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Share this short history of The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols with your children or 
grandchildren before the service on December 18. This history is reprinted from 
musicinourhomeschool.com by Gena Mayo and is offered as a free course if you’d like to check out 
the entire lesson.   
 
The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols is a church service celebrated on Christmas Eve (or 
near it) every year. It uses nine short Bible readings (called the “lessons”) that take the 
listener through the story of the fall from sin in the Garden of Eden, to the promise of the 
coming Messiah, and to the birth of Jesus. Interspersed throughout the lessons are Christmas 
carols, songs, hymns, and choral anthems. 

The origins of the Christmas Lessons & Carols dates to Truro Cathedral in Cornwall, England. 
In the late 1800s, Christmas carols were being accepted into the church as a part of worship 
for celebrating the Incarnation (Christmas). In 1880, the Bishop of Truro added lessons with 
the carols for the first Nine Lessons and Carols service. It has spread in popularity since that 
time. On Christmas Eve, 1918, the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was held at King’s 
College, Cambridge, England. This particular service became very popular, especially after it 
began to be broadcast by the BBC in 1928. It was first broadcast on television in 1954 and is 
still broadcast every year. 

Since 1919, the King’s College order of service has remained basically the same. Other 
churches and denominations have taken the format of the lessons and carols and made their 
own versions by changing the scriptures read for the lessons or the songs sung for the carols.  

Join us on December 18, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. for a beautiful evening of Lessons and Carols.  

“Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. Serve the LORD with gladness: Come before his 
presence with singing.” Psalm 100:1, 2. 

Respectfully, 
Susan 

 

Music Notes 
 

 
Join us for A Festival of Lessons and Carols, on 
December 18, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. Invite a friend 
and enjoy the progressive story of the “fall from 
sin in the Garden of Eden, to the promise of the 
coming Messiah, and to the birth of Jesus,” as 
told through music and scripture. 
 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Please, return your gifts* by 
December 11th.for the White 

Christmas Service.  

 

*Gifts should be delivered unwrapped 
and  have tag attached. 

Holiday Office Hours 
The office will be closed on: 

Friday,December 23rd 

Monday December 26th 

 Monday, January 2nd 

The office will be staffed by volunteers from 
9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 
p.m. on: 

December 22, 27 and 28 

If you have any articles or announcements 
for the bulletins of December 25th or 
January 1st they will need to be submitted 
in the office before December 19th, 8:00 
a.m. 

The newsletter for December 21st will use the 
same deadlines as usual.  

 

To the families of Tyler 
Harris and Gail Stephens 

 

 

 

 



                                                          

     

           



                                                          

 

 


