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“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it…to all who received him, who believed
in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:1-5, 12-14
NRSV)
I know the Thanksgiving turkeys have been eaten, the lights are up around town and the stores would
have you believe that Christmas started weeks ago, but it hasn’t really. Not yet! The time of waiting is
upon us. John’s gospel begins with a cosmic version of the Christmas story. Not that there weren’t
shepherds, angels, cattle, and magi as suggested by the Lukan and Matthean accounts but the
emphasis here is on the historicity or rather pre-historicity of the second person of God’s Holy
Trinity. The Word was and is God. The Word was in the beginning. And then all of a sudden, our finite
connects with His infinite and Jesus is born in the flesh. God with us! Emmanuel! However, John’s
prologue makes us see that there was a time of waiting. From the beginning to the moment of Jesus’
birth there is anticipation, hope, longing. And there is waiting now from the time of Jesus’ death and
resurrection to the end time when all shall see Him. There is coming a time when:
“10…at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
(Philippians 2:10-11 NRSV)
This historic time is mirrored in the season in which we find ourselves right now; Advent. This season
is named by a word which at its root literally means coming and waiting. When I got to college, I heard
a phrase applied to certain organizations that went like this; “Hurry up and wait!” I always thought
that was a contradiction but it applies to many situations in our lives. Get in this line quickly, or go
there as soon as you can only to wait for the outcome. The time is now and yet it is not quite….

In our United Methodist Hymnal, the Advent hymns are the section called “Promised
Coming.” They go from #196 to #216, from “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” to “Lo, How a Rose
E’er Blooming.” Each hymn has that sense of expectation and wonder. The latter, though beautiful, is
difficult to sing. I confess I feel much “safer” musically with “Away In A Manger” (#217). I would much
ORGANIST
Barbara Lott
rather sing that. That song is in the “Birth and Baptism” section. It is a Christmas song. Now, I am not
opposed to singing Christmas songs during this time of the year (just ask my family about that), but,
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when it comes to Christmas, please don’t forget Advent. And If we are being honest with ourselves,
Beth Pierce
we do have a tendency to forget. We would much rather skip to Christmas. But there is value in the
waiting. There is life to be lived and ministry to be accomplished in the time of waiting for that which
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we know is certain. The already not yet. The final thing that hasn’t happened yet but its outcome is so
Keleigh Oglesbee
certain it is spoken about as if it is done. As Jesus said from the Cross also in John’s gospel; “It is
accomplished (finished)” (John 19:30 NRSV). He spoke that even though you and I, the beneficiaries
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of His redemption, had not yet been born. Praise the Lord that He has not been in a hurry to skip to
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the end. In His timing we have been able to respond to His message and be saved! Take time this
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR Advent to embrace the waiting. Look in this season for new and beautiful ways to respond to His call,
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and to include others in those responses.
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We Wish you a Merry Christmas but we also wish for you a reflective and meaningful Advent.

Pastor Rob

CONTRIBUTIONS REPORT
November 29, 2020
Contributions $ 2,260.00
White Christmas $ 100.00
Children $ 10.00
Youth $ 50.00

DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES
1 - Madisyn Howell
Pittman, Tommie
Pittman
5 – Will Grant, Ryan
Singley
6 – Maryann Hyatt, Joe
Pierce
7 – Judy Easterling,
Leonard & Kathy Jones
9 – Joan Harry, Matt
Jones
10 Averiana DeWitt
11 – Theodora Boston,
Ryan Freeman
16 – Ferriss Russell
18 – Hal & Sharon
Kittrell
21 - Bobby & Rita Faye
Armstrong
24 – Edward Hough
25 – Amanda Thornhhill
26 – Mark Vest
28 – Edward & Anna
Hough

Monday - Thursday
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Friday
8:00 – 11:30 a.m.

The total contributions year to date $ 275,703.42
The total expenses year to date $ 309,361.54
Thank you for your faithfulness in sending in your contributions. Prayers for you and
your families as we continue in this difficult time.

PRAY FOR
Our Nation, Our President and Our Leaders, The Coronavirus Pandemic, The family of
Arthur Pigott, The family of Helen Sones Oglesbee, Donna Fite, Edna Ginn, Kathy
Bryant, Judy Easterling, Mike Alford (son-in-law of Arthur & Carlene Pigott), Adrian &
Ann Sturdivant, Billy & Mary Clay Sturdivant, Jim Robbins, Lee Shaffer, Terry
LaJaunie (friend of Donna Fite), Phyllis Price, Nell Barnes, Gwen Burdette, Wayne
Sturdivant, Marie Lowe (mother of Marie Graham), Tammy Hill, Peggy Phelps, Sylvia
Robbins, Ashtyne Reid, Ruby Autin, Joan Kyle, Brittney Fish, Mary Fay, Darren
Hathorn, Mary Bryant, Diann Phelps Meador, Doug Phelps, Judy Waits, James Glynn
Fortenberry, Mike & Fran Ginn, Jane Martin, Doris Phelps, Dora Powell, Lucas Porter,
Charlie Martin, Halley Holmes, John Tucker, Guy Steele.

SHUT INS:
The Grove –Georgetta Kuykendall, Helen Oglesbee,
Angela Varnado
The Myrtles – Carolyn Powers
Wesley Manor – Lina Fortenberry
Coppell Texas – Maryann Hyatt

Chuch Family,
The Mission Committee is currently collecting
food for the food pantry. We will be collecting
can goods and dry goods only. Please bring your
items to the Wesley Center. We will have a basket by the door in
the Wesley Center and in the sanctuary.
Your donations are greatly appreciated.

Advent Series

We have lots of wonderful lessons and activities planned for Advent. We
have begun our new “She Reads Truth” Advent series, and each week
features songs, crafts, and recipes we’ll be enjoying weekly. This first
week, we reviewed the meaning of Advent and what it means to be “a
people between two Advents”. The theme of this first week is “Hope”,
both in the hope we find all through the Old Testament with Scripture
continually pointing to Christ’s arrival and the hope we experience as
Christians of His second coming and promise to make all things new. We
began our ongoing craft last night, and those in attendance started their
first cross-stitch projects. They chose between a cardinal, mistletoe, and
holly pattern. It was a slow start, but something tells me Emma will have
hers finished before we meet again! 
Keep a check on the Google classroom on Facebook and the church
webpage if you’d like to follow along! I’ll be adding the .pdf file of each
week’s readings for those who may not be attending but would like to
access the materials. Join us in person if you can, though! We even have
some favorite youth “alums” who will be joining us for a special craft here
and there.
Next week, weather permitting, we’ll do an outdoor wreath/ garland
making craft. Gather clippings and any other items you’d like to add this
week! I’ll prepare some extras for all to share, as well. For those unable
to gather many clippings, we can supplement an artificial form with what
you are able to bring. I will need to purchase materials in advance, so it
will be VERY helpful for youth/ youth parents to let me know who will be
attending. If you’d like to add a bow, please bring the ribbon you’d like to
use. Any parents interested in joining in (especially if you have wreath or
bow-making skills!) are welcome. I’ll have basic supplies (forms, artificial
wreaths, wire, and wire cutters) on hand for all to use. Friends are always
welcome…I just need a count for supplies and food purchases. If it’s just
too cold to do it outside, we’ll have the Wesley Center as a backup site.
Have a great week back at school. Please be safe and use precautions if
you traveled over the break. We hope to have all youth healthy and off
quarantine this week! We have missed you!

Cardinal

Mistletoe

Holly

Micah 7:7

-Ms. Angel
First week of Advent Scripture: “But I will look to the Lord; I will wait for
the God of my salvation. My God will hear me.” Micah 7:7
Song: “Go Tell It On The Mountain” (Check out the Zac Williams version
on our youth homepage.)

Go Tell It on the
Mountain

Music Notes
Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be
to all people.” Luke 2:10

First United Methodist
Church
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One of the things I’ll miss the most this year is The Festival of Lessons and Carols
performed by our Chancel Choir and all the carols sung by our congregation
throughout December. The great carols explain the gospel story in some of the most
biblically complete ways, and even those who don’t usually sing “lustily” during the
rest of the year find themselves raising their voices joyfully during the Christmas
season. As you know, I enjoy sharing the background of some of my favorite
hymns, and many of the most interesting hymn stories are those of Christmas
Carols.
One of the top ten carols (and one of my personal favorites) Hark the Herald Angels
Sing originally had nothing to do with Christmas, or at least not the tune. The tune
was composed by Felix Mendelssohn as a movement in his Festgesang (Gutenberg
Cantata). This work was written for the Gutenberg Festival, celebrating the 400 th
anniversary of the invention of the printing press. The cantata was sung by a male
chorus at the unveiling of the Gutenberg statue in Leipzig. Mendelssohn wanted to
publish his tune with English words but could not find a suitable text, and in fact, he
wrote to his English publisher, “If the right [words] are hit at, I am sure that the piece
will be liked very much by singers and hearers, but it will never do to sacred words .“
So how did we get the Christmas Carol that we know and love? How did Charles
Wesley’s text meet Mendelssohn’s tune?
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Mendelssohn’s performance of Elijah, adapted the
Gutenberg tune to fit Charles Wesley’s hymn text, originally having ten stanzas. The
Wesley poem, published in 1739, began, “Hark, how all the welkin rings,” and was
originally written to be read on Christmas day. It is one of the most theologically rich
carols in our repertoire. The entire Gospel story is contained in this hymn, not only
the story of Christ’s birth. George Whitefield altered the original text, much to the
chagrin of Wesley, changing the opening line to “Hark! The herald angels sing.”
The hymn has gone through many other revisions over the years, notwithstanding
Wesley’s admonition that people not change the text of his hymns, or “add the true
reading in the margin, or at the bottom of the page, that we may no longer be
accountable either for the nonsense or for the doggerel of other men” (Lutheran
Hymnal Handbook). Despite Wesley’s disapproval of edits to his poetry and
Mendelssohn’s certainty that his tune should not be set to a sacred text, I for one
appreciate and find interesting the circuitous route that gave us:

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem.”
As described in The Psalter Hymnal, Hark the Herald Angels Sing is, “A curious
mixture of exclamation, exhortation, and theological reflection.”
I hope you will find the time and space to sing carols this year and that you will sing
them “lustily” as directed by John Wesley in his “Rules for Congregational Singing.”
Be bold and send me a video of you and your family singing your favorite Christmas
carols!
"Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands." Psalm 100:1 (KJV)
Respectfully, Susan

Christmas is just around the
corner. Soon we will have
our annual White Christmas
service. The Mission
Committee will have the tags
ready as soon as we can. If
you are unable to pick up a
tag at the church, please call
Judy Griffith at 601-441-1789
and she will assist you with
your tag. Be thinking and
praying about contributing to
help make a child’s
Christmas a merry one.

We extend Christian love and
sympathy to:
Mrs. Carlene Pigott and
family in the loss or Mr.
Arthur Pigott.
Mr. & Mrs. Brian & Sherri
Oglesebee and Cole &
Keleigh Oglesbee in the loss
of Brian’s mother, Helen
Sones Oglesbee
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UMW is sponsoring a Sock Drive for St. Luke Home Health and Hospice. We are
inviting the congregation to partner with us in this project. Socks should fit adults and
have safety grips on the bottom. They should also be new. The deadline for donations
is December 14. Collection bins will be placed outside the church office and in the
Wesley Center. Thank you for your assistance with this project.

Social distancing does not apply to God. Draw Near to Him!

