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 OFFICE HOURS AND ACCESSIBILITY 
Several have inquired about what my exact office hours will be. Over time, as I find my 

rhythm, we may post something official. In the meantime, let me share with you my philosophy 
about office hours. I believe that the primary question is not whether, or not your pastor will be 
available (sometimes we are away at meetings, visiting, or honoring our days off), but is your 
pastor accessible? I am. If you need me, please call me directly. That’s what my cell phone is 
for. My number is 228-342-7575. For now, my office hours are Monday through Thursday, 
roughly 9 a.m. to 4:00 or 5:00 p.m. 
 

Rather than having a designated “visiting day,” I choose to visit on the day and time that 
is most convenient for our church members. I’d rather work with their schedule, instead of 
expecting them to work around my schedule. This means that on any given day of the week, 
Monday through Thursday, I may be away from the office visiting. 
How do I feel about “drop in” visits? I love them. If you see that brown Subaru Outback 
in the parking lot, I am in the office. Feel free to drop in and say hello or sit down for a visit. 
However, you could stop by and discover that I am on a phone conference or already have 
someone in my office. If you really need to see me, the best way to guarantee that is to text me 
or call me and we’ll make an appointment. Otherwise, feel free to drop in. Chances are I’ll be 
available and accessible! 
 

Finally, please let me know when someone is sick, in the hospital, or in need of a 
pastoral visit. Many assume the pastor “already knows.” Often, we don’t and nobody thinks to 
call us and inform. I’d rather get 10 calls with the same information than not receive one call 
about one of our needy members. Err on the side of too much information! 
 

One of my favorite passages of scripture is Habakkuk 2: 1-3 
I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to see what 

he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint. Then the LORD answered 
me and said: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. For there 

is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie. 
If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay.” 

 

Simply put, Yahweh is telling Habakkuk to hang in there and wait for the vision…keep watch. 
Sometimes the vision seems to tarry…take its time. But we are to continue to keep watch 
because it will surely come. There is a vision! I am honored to have taken my place on the 
rampart with you to see what God’s vision for us might be. Thank you. Grateful to be on the 
journey with you. As always, I wish for you 
 

Deep peace, 
 

Heather 

 
 



                                                          

 

        

 

 

    

 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
Sunday, July 10, 2022 

                       

Contributions  
$ 6270.81 

(includes designated givings) 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATE 
$238,712.09 

(includes all income) 
 

EXPENSES TO DATE 
$ 260,471.14 

 
   
 

 
(please let us know if there are any additions or deletions 

so we can get the prayer list up to date.) 
                
 SHUT INS: 
    THE GROVE  
    Georgetta Kuykendall, Angela Varnado 
    WESLEY MANOR  
    Lina Fortenberry 
    LAKELAND FLORIDA  
    Joe Pierce 
    THE GROVE 
    Ruby Moody 
    THE MYRTLES 
    Gail Houston 
    Carolyn Boyles 
     
 
 
 

 
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES 2022 
 

AUGUST 
3- Kathy Howell 5-Sandy 
Fortenberry 11-John and Bobbye 
Toney 12-Aria Blackard 13-
Leonard Jones 14-Blair Powers, 
Jimmy and Allison Bullock 15-Gail 
Houston, Kate Israel 16-Todd 
Pigott 17-Kelli Stehling 20-Keth 
and Rhonda Gauf, Kevin Stovall 
21-Wes Shepard 22-Robert 
Carson Beisel 23-William Endicott 
24-Barbara Ragan, Edna Ginn, 
Sara Hough Russell 27-George 
Brown 28-Cindy Smith, Lily 
Hough, Mike Kuykendall 

 
If you have someone you would 
like to add to the prayer list 
please give us their name and 
address so we can send them a 
card. Also, so we can keep our 
list up to date let the church 
office know when or if they 
need to be removed. 

 
Bulletin/Newsletter Deadlines 
*All email communications should 
be sent to 
office@fumccolumbia.org.   
*All information for the bulletin 
should be received by 8 a.m. 
Thursdays. 
*All information for the Newsletter 
should be  received by noon on 
Mondays. 

 
 

 

 

August 

Our greatest need at this time 
is “any type of crackers”, it 

can be Saltine, Graham 
crackers, Ritz, etc. Generic 
or brand name, it makes no 
difference. All donations are 

greatly appreciated. 



                                                          

                                                          

 
        
Sunday, August 7, 2022 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. – Worship  
Monday, August 8, 2022 
 No scheduled activities 
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 8:30 a.m. – Food Pantry Vouchers 
 11:00 a.m. – Agape Circle 
Wednesday, August 10, 2022 
  9:00 a.m. - XYZ 
 4:00 p.m. – Men’s and Ladie’s Quartets 
 5:00 p.m. – Susan and Beth Rehearsal 
 5:15 p.m. – Wednesday Supper 
 6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir 
Thursday, August 11, 2022 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
Friday, August 12, 2022 
 No Scheduled Activities  
 Saturday, August 13, 2022 
 No Scheduled Activities 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
     
 
   
     
 
                                            
                                                                                        
  
 
                                                                                       
  
  
 

 

 

We had a great Youth Council meeting last week to set 
dates for the semester- and even extended into spring a bit. 
It feels like a fully “normal”, back on schedule youth 
calendar, and I’m excited for the things to come! Jr. high 
parents, stay tuned this week for arrival and pick-up details 
for this week’s Back to School Lock-In. It’s been a bit slow 
hearing back from some of the off-campus events that will 
determine official times, so stay tuned! 
The senior high lock-in will be Friday, 8/12 through 
Saturday, 8/13. Regular programming will begin the week of 
8/14. Curriculum has been ordered, and I’m looking forward 
to meeting as many of the spiritual and educational goals 
that were articulated in the survey responses collected. 
Our regular schedule will be, as follows: 
Sundays: 
Sunday School: 10:00 A.M. in the youth room 
Jr. High Youth: 4:30-5:30 Wesley Center/ Youth Room 
Sunday Night Supper: 5:30-6:00 
Sr. High Youth: 6:30-7:30*Every 3 rd Sunday will be devoted 
to a service project, with a follow-up trip to 
Azteca 
Wednesdays: 
Jr. High Youth: 5:45-6:30 (Playground and/or Youth Room, 
weather and activity dependent) 
Sr. High Youth: 6:30-7:30 (Youth Room) 
 
Special Events Already on the Calendar (More to be added): 
10/26 Sr. High Youth Fair Trip 
10/27 Jr. High Youth Fair Trip 
12/14 or 12/21: Christmas Variety Show 
1/8/23 Confirmation Classes Begin 
1/27-1/29: Confirmation Retreat 
 
 
Have a great week! 
Mrs. Angel 
 

 

 

 

 

Pastor's Benevolence Fund 
 
 

The Pastor's Benevolence Fund is a long 
established ministry at First Church. It 
enables the pastor to help provide temporary 
financial assistance to individuals who call 
or drop by the church and need things like 
supplemental groceries, help with an electric 
or other bill, and more. The current inflation 
rates, rise in fuel and food costs have created 
a desperate need for many in our 
community. The needs are rapidly depleting 
our fund. The current Benevolence Fund 
balance is approaching only $500. If you are 
able, please consider making a financial gift 
to the Pastor's Benevolence Fund. You can 
always make the gift in honor or in memory 
of someone. Thank you for your support of 
this vital ministry at First UMC. 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 585 
411 CHURCH STREET 
COLUMBIA, MS 39429 
 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Music Notes 
 
"And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose" (Romans 8:28, 
KJV). 
 

One of the most popular Christian songs in the seventies was "Through It All" by Andraé Crouch. This song is 
now included in our hymnal. Several weeks ago, the choir sang the refrain of this song for an Introit and plans 
to sing an arrangement of the same hymn later this summer.   It seems to be the perfect song for the times in 
which we are living.   
 
The refrain of this hymn became the title for the autobiography written by Andraé Edward Crouch (1945–2015) 
with Nina Ball in 1974. Each chapter cites one of Crouch's songs. The first chapter concludes with this excerpt 
that appears to be a commentary on the stanzas of "Through It All:" 
 
The hardest thing about always being on the go is leaving your home, your local community, the relatives and 
friends you see every day to suddenly open up your life to everybody all over the world. You become involved 
with more and more people and there is so much heartache it can break you. I had to learn to rely totally on the 
Lord. Totally. But God sends the mountains. . . to lift us up from the valleys. . ., and He gives us strength to 
travel through it all—through the up times and through the down times. I just thank Him for everything, all the 
tears—tears of sorrow, tears of joy—for the problems, and the trust, the faith, His Word, His Holy Spirit, and 
for Jesus. Through it all He brings a blessed harmony to life. Knowing Him, belonging to Him, is enough. 
Praise His name (Crouch, 1974, p. 17). 
 
Many hymnals, like the one we use at FUMC, only contain the refrain of "Through it All." Some hymnals, 
however, include the three original stanzas with the refrain. Reading or singing these stanzas makes it clear that 
the song is autobiographical, with each stanza relating how the composer (and singer) encounters the abiding 
presence of God throughout life. Indeed, this song was a personal testimony for Andraé Crouch. Even though 
the song is autobiographical, we see from the beginning of each stanza that the song's message could apply to 
many of us. Some of the sentiments expressed in the stanzas are universal: "I've had many tears and sorrows," "I 
didn't know right from wrong," "God gave blessed consolation," "I thank God for the mountains,/and I thank 
Him for the valleys." Crouch gives thanks to God "for the storms [Jesus] brought me through" and ends with, 
"I'd never know what faith in God would do." As we still struggle with so many uncertainties and crises in our 
world today, it is comforting to know that with trust in God and dependence on His word, we can be blessed, 
Through It All.   
 
"Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness: come before His presence with 
singing." (Psalm 100:1-2, KJV) 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Susan 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WWW Needs Your Help 
 

I wish I would have kept count of how many times I’ve heard, “when does WWW start back” the last few weeks. From church, 
people in the community, the halls at Columbia Primary, carline, phone calls and texts, I’m certain the count is impressive! 
When I think of the kids that are eager to get back, it makes me excited! Excited to know that those of us at FUMC are making 
a difference, we are planting seeds in and around our community! How great to know that God is working in all generations! 
And because of faith, I know he will continue to do so.  

 

I’ve been hesitant to set a specific date for WWW this year. We have a great need for volunteers this year. More so than every 
before! To make this outreach successful, and even possible, we need you! Those that can do any and all tasks. Prayerfully 
consider the list below. How can you help build the kingdom? God has given us all a gift. How can your gift serve him?  

 

-Walker to get kids from CPS 
-Walker to get kids from CES 
-Someone to ready water and snacks each week 
-Someone to hand out water and snacks each week 
-playground watcher (multiple!) 
-someone to be protective eyes in the coffee room during WWW. 
-Volunteers to help lead groups in discussions and prayer. 
-prayer partners for our children and volunteers! 

 
If you think that God is leading you to serve in this way, please let me know! 
Have a great week! 
Keleigh 

 

 


