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How Healthy is Our Church? 

 What makes for a healthy church? The North Georgia Conference of the 
United Methodist Church states that “churches who are living God’s vision for 
themselves are healthy. A healthy congregation is one that is alive and pursuing 
the purpose for which God created them---making disciples for the 
transformation of the world. Congregational health is one of the fruits of 
redeeming souls and circumstances.” Are we a healthy congregation? 

 Recently, 30 members of our congregation took A Healthy Church 
Assessment Survey. It asked surveyors to rank 17 areas of general mission and 
ministry in the church on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 meaning “does very well” and 1 
meaning “does very poorly.” The seventeen areas were spirituality, clarity of 
mission, quality of worship, faith formation, evangelistic passion, hospitality, 
diversity, priority for children, youth, and young adults, communication, care for 
facilities, outreach and mission, advocacy and justice, stewardship and 
generosity, connectionalism, accountability, leadership, and membership 
support. 

 An overall score of 85 would be perfect. Likewise, a score of 17 would 
mean we scored poorly in all areas. Out of the 30 surveys, our overall score was 
49.5. A little better than halfway there. But, clearly, some areas for 
improvement. The two areas we scored highest in were hospitality and care for 
facilities. Two areas for improvement were faith formation and evangelistic 
passion. What do you believe are our strengths? What are areas in need of 
growth? 

 We’ll be using these surveys as a resource as we plan mission and ministry 
into the future. We’d love your input, too. We need as many completed surveys 
as possible. If you’d like to complete A Healthy Church Assessment Survey drop 
by the church office and pick one up or we’ll have some available on Sunday. 

 Let’s all work together to have the healthiest church possible! I’m glad to 
be on the journey with you. 

 

Deep peace, 

Heather 

 
 
 



                                                          

 

        

 

 

    

 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
Sunday, August 14, 2022 

                       

Contributions  
$ 6404.00 

(includes designated givings) 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATE 
$242,628.81 

(includes all income) 
 

EXPENSES TO DATE 
$ 276,490.83 

 
   
 

 
Bobby Neinast, Aubrey Mitchell, Father Tommy Conway, Ben Ford, 
Jimmy Walker, Jerry Fitch, Scott Arinder, Raven Smith, Doug Phelps, 
Anne Parks Barloon, William Graney, Cindy McIntyre, Violet Garrison 
and family, Ryleigh Turnage, Kent Stogner, Tara Ard, Wayne & Mary 
Sturdivant, Fran and Mike Ginn, Pandemic, the people of Ukraine and 
World Peace 

(please let us know if there are any additions or deletions 
so we can get the prayer list up to date.) 

                
 SHUT INS: 
    THE GROVE  
    Georgetta Kuykendall, Angela Varnado 
    WESLEY MANOR  
    Lina Fortenberry 
    LAKELAND FLORIDA  
    Joe Pierce 
    THE GROVE 
    Ruby Moody 
    THE MYRTLES 
    Gail Houston 
    Carolyn Boyles 
     

 
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES 2022 
 

AUGUST 
3- Kathy Howell 5-Sandy 
Fortenberry 11-John and Bobbye 
Toney 12-Aria Blackard 13-
Leonard Jones 14-Blair Powers, 
Jimmy and Allison Bullock 15-Gail 
Houston, Kate Israel 16-Todd 
Pigott 17-Kelli Stehling 20-Keth 
and Rhonda Gauf, Kevin Stovall 
21-Wes Shepard 22-Robert 
Carson Beisel 23-William Endicott 
24-Barbara Ragan, Edna Ginn, 
Sara Hough Russell 27-George 
Brown 28-Cindy Smith, Lily 
Hough, Mike Kuykendall 

 
If you have someone you would 
like to add to the prayer list 
please give us their name and 
address so we can send them a 
card. Also, so we can keep our 
list up to date let the church 
office know when or if they 
need to be removed. 

 
Bulletin/Newsletter Deadlines 
*All email communications should 
be sent to 
office@fumccolumbia.org.   
*All information for the bulletin 
should be received by 8 a.m. 
Thursdays. 
*All information for the Newsletter 
should be  received by noon on 
Mondays. 

 
 

 

 

August 

Our greatest need at this time 
is “any type of crackers”, it 

can be Saltine, Graham 
crackers, Ritz, etc. Generic 
or brand name, it makes no 
difference. All donations are 

greatly appreciated. 



                                                          

                                                          

 
        
Sunday, August 21, 2022 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. – Worship  
 Special Called Charge Conference  
 After Services. 
Monday, August 8, 2022 
 No scheduled activities 
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
 8:30 a.m. – Food Pantry Vouchers 
 Wednesday, August 10, 2022 
  9:00 a.m. - XYZ 
 4:00 p.m. – Men’s and Ladie’s Quartets 
 5:00 p.m. – Susan and Beth Rehearsal 
 5:15 p.m. – Wednesday Supper 
 6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir 
Thursday, August 11, 2022 
 8:15 a.m. – Mindful Movers 
Friday, August 12, 2022 
 No Scheduled Activities  
 Saturday, August 13, 2022 
 No Scheduled Activities 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
     
 
   
     
 
                                            
                                                                                        
  
 
                                                                                       
  
  

 

 

The junior high Back to School retreat was a great success! 
The theme of the weekend’s Bible study was “Choices”, and 
we covered 3 stories from the Old Testament (Joshua, 
Daniel, and Esther) and 1 from the New Testament (the 10 
lepers). We had 16 in attendance and mixed in plenty of fun 
and games, capping off the event with a rock-climbing 
excursion at USM. “Admission” for the retreat was a box of 
crackers to be donated to the Marion Co. Food Pantry, and I 
was thrilled to see generosity in those donations as the kids 
arrived for the night. A good, sleepless time was had by all, 
and I’m looking forward to many opportunities for this group 
to gather, learn, and grow together. 

The senior high get their chance to “retreat” this weekend 
after the CHS Jamboree (If weather interferes with the 
game, we’ll revisit the start time!), and I’m looking forward 
to this group gathering. We’ll be focusing on the “Looking 
for Lovely” Bible study. 

We are back in the swing of things with regular 
programming as of THIS week! As a reminder, jr. high will 
have their Wednesday programming directly after the meal 
til 6:30, and senior high will meet after the meal and 
program til 7:00. On Sundays, our junior high group will be 
working on Bible skills and Scripture, while we reinforce the 
message from morning worship. This coming Sunday is our 
Service and Azteca Sunday for both groups, which will be 
reserved for every 3 rd Sunday of the month. 

Looking forward to a strong year of programming….have a 
GREAT week! 

Mrs. Angel 

 
 

 
We would like to thank everyone for the 

perfect baby shower, it was such a 
special day. We are blessed with such a 
loving church family. Thank you also for 
all the thoughts, prayers, calls and text 
during this special time that hasn’t gone 
exactly as we had planned. Our sweet 
Rowdy is doing so well and we hope to 

have him home very soon! 
 

Love, 
Madisyn and Luke Stewart 



                                                          

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                 

                                                                                                               

                      
 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 585 
411 CHURCH STREET 
COLUMBIA, MS 39429 
 

 

WWW Needs Your Help 
 

I wish I would have kept count of how many times I’ve heard, “when does WWW start back” the last few weeks. From 
church, people in the community, the halls at Columbia Primary, carline, phone calls and texts, I’m certain the count is 
impressive! When I think of the kids that are eager to get back, it makes me excited! Excited to know that those of us at 
FUMC are making a difference, we are planting seeds in and around our community! How great to know that God is working 
in all generations! And because of faith, I know he will continue to do so.  

 

I’ve been hesitant to set a specific date for WWW this year. We have a great need for volunteers this year. More so than 
every before! To make this outreach successful, and even possible, we need you! Those that can do any and all tasks. 
Prayerfully consider the list below. How can you help build the kingdom? God has given us all a gift. How can your gift serve 
him? 

 

-Walker to get kids from CPS 
-Walker to get kids from CES 
-Someone to ready water and snacks each week 
-Someone to hand out water and snacks each week 
-playground watcher (multiple!) 
-someone to be protective eyes in the coffee room during WWW. 
-Volunteers to help lead groups in discussions and prayer. 
-prayer partners for our children and volunteers! 

 
If you think that God is leading you to serve in this way, please let me know! 
Have a great week! 
Keleigh 

 
 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Member Spotlight 
 

Lillian Joan Beacham Harry 
Age: 99 
Birthday: December 9, 1922 
Husband: Bill Harry 
Children: Eleanor Harry Wooten and Lampton Harry  
Occupation: Office Manager, Department of Health. 
Secretary to Principal, Columbia High School. 
Hostess on the Little Rebel Passenger Train.  
How long have you been a member of FUMC? 75 
years 
Favorite Hymn: “It is Well With My Soul” and “ I 
Love to Tell the Story” 
Favorite Scripture: Psalm 121:1-2 KJV 
Favorite memory about our Church: Sunday School 
Class and Communion Service 
Hobbies: Bridge, reading and walking daily. 
Interesting fact that no one may know about you: I 
like to travel. 
 

 



                                                          

 

 

 

 

Please join us at First United Methodist Church as we begin the 7 week Priscilla Shirer Bible 
study, The Armor of God, lead by Rev. Heather Hensarling each Tuesday, 11:30 – 1:00, 
beginning September 13th.  

Bring your lunch if you want to. Drinks and snacks will be provided.  

You will need to order your own study book which may be purchased at Cokesbury, Lifeway or 
Amazon. Used books are also available. We will be happy to print out questions at the end of 
each session if you choose not to purchase a book.  

For more questions or to register please call:  

Judy Griffith (601) 441-1789 

Scarlett Gafford (601)441-7479 

 

 

Family Camp September 3rd-5th 

Camp Wesley Pines will be hosting Family Camp during Labor Day weekend, September 3-5 and you are invited! The 
retreat will begin at 10 am on Saturday and wrap up at 11 on Monday. The speaker is John Foster and Abbye West Pates 
will be leading worship!  
- It’s for all ages! 
- The cost is $150 per adult… 
- $150 per youth (12-18)… 
- $75 per child (4-11)… 
- free for children 3 & under… 
- and there’s a $550 large family cap. 
Sign up by August 24 right here! https://wesleypines.com/upcoming-events/ 

“WIDOWS, WIDOWERS, & LOST LOVED ONES” RETREAT 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 8:30am-1PM 

 For those who have lost loved ones & those who want to support them 
 Leaders: Rev. Chris Richardson, Chaplain, Hospice Ministries, Inc. & Rev. Jim Beam-Ingram, Pastor, Adams 

United Methodist Church  
 Location: Adams United Methodist Church, Corner of Brumfield & Jackson-Liberty Roads, Summit 
 Free Event  
 REGISTRATION REQUIRED—Call (601)-540-1614 or email brojim.adams@gmail.com. DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 

6, 2022 
 Sponsored by the Adams United Women of Faith 

 


