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“Jesus said…, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.”
(John 14:6 NRSV)
One of the many things I enjoy about being a parent is reading with my kids. Over
the years we gathered a few favorites in our library. One of those favorites is a book
written in 1989 by Michael Rosen and illustrated by Helen Oxenbury called We’re
Going on a Bear Hunt. This family is taking a walk and watching out for
bears. While out walking they encounter all manner of difficulties. Walking through
a spooky forest, crossing a river, climbing a mountain, etc. But it is “a beautiful day
and [they’re] not scared.” This book is based upon a children’s folk song sung by
children all over this country. It is a popular one in preschools and camps due in large
part, to the publication of this book. It is a repetitive singing game with a catchy
refrain. Every time a difficulty is encountered, they repeat this phrase:
We can’t go over it.
We can’t go under it.
Oh no, we’ve got to go through it!
When faced with something that we intuitively know requires an encounter with
the Almighty we human beings will try all sorts of things to go over or around
Him. We will go out of our way to avoid Him. People feel uncomfortable with the
idea of being accountable to God. Which is why many people see prayer as a last
result. The final effort. Which is a backwards way of looking at things. Prayer
should always be first!
Christians know that our Lord told us, specifically, to get to God we must go
through Jesus. God knows that when we try to go over Him or under Him, we make a
huge mess of things. Oh, no…we must meet Him straight on. We must put or
stubborn pride and vain conceit aside. We must allow Him to walk with us through
the storms of life. Even though He is the creator of all and the Almighty He waits
patiently for our consent. True relationships cannot be forced. He will not coerce us
into loving Him. If we will ask, He will answer. He knows that for our own good we
should listen to Him and heed His words. Remember,
We can’t go over Him
We can’t go under Him
No, we’ve got to go through Him.
If you can do that, your own walk through this wide world of the unexpected will
be a lot better. (Even in year 2020!)
Walk with the one who knows how to calm the “bears.”
Pastor Rob

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Psalm 46:1

24 - Edna Ginn, Barbara
Ragan, Sara Russell
27 - George Brown, Bill
Houston
28 - Lily Hough, Mike
Kuykendall, Cindy Smith
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
& ANNIVERSARIES
4 - Daniel DeWitt
5 - Dawn Rowell
6 - Elizabeth Seymour
7 - Danny Price, Danny &
Janet Price
9 – Janis Fortenberry,
Jackie Stovall
10 – Angel Herring, Maggie
Herring
11 – Judy Griffith
14 – Jason & Kathy Howell
15 – Louise Brown
16 – Bruce & Mary Nell
Livingston
17 – Phoenix Blackard,
Charlie Strickland
19 – Darren Hathorn, Matt &
Laura Hough
20 – Warren Oglesbee,
Blair & Irene Powers
22 – Allison Foxworth
23 – Rhonda Livingston
24 – Bobby Armstrong,
Kami Carter
25 – Sara Aultman, Erin
Grant
26 – Janet Price
28 – Charles Rogers
29 – Cass Barnes
30 - Laura Broome

OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Thursday
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Friday
8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
LABOR DAY
Monday, September 7
OFFICE CLOSED

Contribution Reports
Week of August 23, 2020
Contributions $ 3,762.00
Memorials $ 50.00
Pastor’s Fund $ 15.00
Children’s Signs - $ 32.00
The total contributions for August $ 13,424.45
The total contributions year to date $ 205,894.43
The total expenses year to date $ 205,913.63
Thank you for your faithfulness in sending in your contributions.
Prayers for you and your families as we continue in this difficult time.

Our Nation , Our President and Our Leaders, The Coronavirus Pandemic, Family of
Dwight Wesley, Family of Jean Conerly, Maxie Sellers, Tim Magee, Family of Johnnie
Rowell (mother of Burt), Daisy Lucus, niece of Scarlett Gafford, The family of Waline
Gafford, Phyllis Price, Mike & Mary Ann Fortenberry, Edna Ginn, Nell Barnes, Martha
Lowery, Marilyn Foxworth, Gwen Burdette, Judy Easterling, Wayne Sturdivant, Marie
Lowe (mother of Marie Graham), Tammy Hill, Peggy Phelps, Sylvia Robbins, Ashtyne
Reid, Ruby Autin, Joan Kyle, Brittney Fish, Mary Fay, Darren Hathorn, Arthur Pigott,
Mary Bryant, Diann Phelps Meador, Doug Phelps, Judy Waits, James Glynn
Fortenberry, Mike & Fran Ginn, Jane Martin, Doris Phelps, Dora Powell, Lucas Porter,
Bill Crawford, Charlie Martin, Halley Holmes, John Tucker, Guy Steele, Mitch Rankin,
Carl Hatler (Carl is the Cousin in Law of Donna Fite.)
SHUT INS:
Marion General – Nell Wood
The Grove –Georgetta Kuykendall, Helen Oglesbee, Angela Varnado
The Myrtles – Carolyn Powers
Wesley Manor – Lina Fortenberry
Coppell Texas – Maryann Hyatt
Please help us keep our list up to date: If you want to add or remove someone
contact the church office at 601-736-7121.

It was great seeing those who drove through for “Drive Thru
Devotionals” last week. Congrats to Emma Grant for being the only
one to solve the riddle in the devotion (or at least the only one I
heard from!)  I hope you enjoyed your snow cones and reminder
that showing Christ’s love to others can draw people like a magnet.
The youth are continuing our readings and discussion of Be the
Bridge. It seems as though Sunday afternoons is going to be a better
time to meet than Wednesdays, so we will adjust our schedule
accordingly for Sundays at 5:00. We had a great discussion last night
with two guest speakers, Dr. Marilyn Foxworth and Ms. Beth Pierce.
Dr. Foxworth shared the story of her dad being part of “The 28” and
the repercussions many of those men faced. Twenty of the 28 were
forced to leave the state of MS after signing their name in support of
the document. For anyone interested, the book Born of Conviction
covers this document and important moment in the church’s
response to racism in detail. This summer, Ms. Beth was mentioned
in a social media post by a CHS alum recounting her experiences with
racism growing up here in Columbia. She recalled Madame Pierce,
however,
being the teacher who not only showed Barack Obama’s
Tech Times Issue 00 Month Year
inauguration during her class but was “excited along with us” when
other teachers and staff were vocal about their negative feelings and
refused to acknowledge the day. She shared with our youth the
realization that you may not know the impact of your everyday
actions and decisions and what they may mean to others.
Remember that our church will be
collecting bottled water to contribute to
storm recovery efforts. You may drop
your waters off in the Maggie Mae room
anytime during the week.

School is back in session full
time now and we are so ready
to see everyone at WWW! Rest
assured that we are doing all
we can to prepare a safe and
thoughtful reopening of WWW
this year! I’m working and
talking to those in our schools
and with the conference to
make the best plans for us.
Until them, find our children’s
Facebook page for family
devotions, WWW news and fun
things for your kids!

Congratulations to Taylor Graves, Alleigh Johnson, Aria Blackard,
Kami Carter, and Myers Foxworth for making the Ladies’ Ensemble
with the CHS Choir. Congrats to Myers, Aria, and Kami for also
making the Ladies’ Octet and Mixed Ensemble. What a talented
group of young ladies, and we are proud for them!

If you would like a yard sign to
show your support for our
teachers, please message me
ASAP! I’m happy to deliver
your sign to your yard so you
don’t have to make a trip to
the office.

Everyone stay safe this week!

Have a great week! Keleigh

Ms. Angel
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As we watch the weather in the Gulf our church has the opportunity to offer shelter to
people in our community impacted by the storm. We are fortunate the Red Cross has
provided staff from not only Columbia and around the state of Mississippi, but also sent staff
from other states to help coordinate this effort. If you’ve never had the opportunity to see the Red Cross in
action you would be impressed with their organization and efficiency. They have thought of everything! Due
to health concerns at this time they are not allowed to accept food,
clothing, or other items. They have all of those that they need.
However, if you would like to help, we are collecting bottled water.
This is an important resource that is often in short supply. So on
behalf of UMCOR (United Methodist Committee On Relief) we will
be accepting donations of bottled water which you may bring to
the Maggie Mae room. Not only will this water be used for
those sheltering at our church, but any extra bottles will then
be donated to other areas experiencing hurricanes, tornados, floods,
and others disasters. We invite you to join in this mission as you are able.
Please continue to remember all affected in your prayers.

