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I don’t know about you, but I am so ready for a party! A reunion. A 
homecoming. I remember family gatherings as a child. Looking forward to 
seeing folks I didn’t see often. Finding out what was going on with those I didn’t 
keep in touch with often. Talking, playing games, hearing music, eating food 
from the endless buffet, and taking pictures (a lot of pictures!) 
 

In March we wrapped up Sunday as normal. We had Wednesday night Bible 
Study. We made plans to take our kids on vacation for Spring Break. Somewhere 
in east Texas the bottom fell out. We began to receive notification of orders 
coming from the Governor. We scrambled to make adjustments. We struggled to 
wrap our heads around it. Where were you when the bottom fell out?  
 

That’s ok, we thought to ourselves, it’s temporary. We immediately made plans 
to do online devotions for Holy Week. We made plans for people to come to 
church for Palm Sunday and Easter. We didn’t know what we didn’t know. 
What the world didn’t know.  
 

Weeks turned into months. We made plans to protect the staff and church 
members. We checked in with people. In the midst of regular church worship 
people had needs, medical procedures, funerals, concerns, or just needed to talk. 
We pressed forward with a decision regarding the Spell property. We juggled 
plans for regathering and returning to online. 
 

Through it all you have risen to the occasion. You have done your best to stay 
positive and sought to help one another. You have found new ways to continue 
Christian education and reach people in our church and community. Our staff is 
working. Our committees have met to do necessary work. Volunteers are 
stepping up. Our children and youth are still connecting. Our music ministry has 
found new ways to reinvent itself. Many of you offered supportive words, phone 
calls, emails, cards, and texts. You have remained faithful in your tithes as you 
were able. Thank you to each one of you for your part as the ministry of the 
church moves forward!  
 

We will continue working towards getting better every day. We will make 
arrangements to regather and let you know when all the pieces are put in place. 
Our committees will continue to meet and make plans. Our staff will continue 
their part in ministry. I look forward to the big party. Yet I know it is a long way 
off. We must first crawl and then walk before we can run. Elements of “normal” 
will be reintroduced as health and safety allow. But we’ll get there. One day we 
will finally get to have that big party we want in our hearts. Boy am I ready!  
 

How about you? 
 

Pastor Erin 
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AUGUST 
BIRTHDAYS 

 

3 – Kathy Howell 
5 - Sandy Fortenberry 

9 – Mary Fay 
12 - Aria Blackard 
13 - Leonard Jones 
14 –, Blair Powers 

15 – Kate Israel 
16 – Todd Pigott 

19 - Savannah Grant 
20 – Kevin Stovall 

22 – Robert Carson 
Beisel 

24 – Edna Ginn, 
Barbara Ragan, Sara 

Russell 
27 – George Brown, 

Bill Houston 
28 – Lily Hough, Mike 

Kuykendall, Cindy 
Smith 

 
AUGUST 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

11  - John & Bobbye 
Toney 

14 – Jimmy & Allison 
Bullock 

17 – Lyman & Donna 
Fite 

 
 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Thursday 

8:00 – 4:00 
Friday 

8:00 – 11:30 
 
 

 

 

Contribution Reports 
Week of August 9, 2020 

 
Contributions $ 7,839.20 

Radio $ 300.00 
The total contributions for August $ 13,424.45 

 

The total contributions year to date   $ 200,446.63 
The total expenses year to date  $ 213,449.26 

 

Thank you for your faithfulness in sending in your contributions. 
Prayers for you and your families as we continue in this difficult time. 

 

 
 
Our Nation , Our President and Our Leaders, The Coronavirus Pandemic, Phyllis 
Price, Mike & Mary Ann Fortenberry, Edna Ginn, Beth Pierce, Nell Barnes, Natalie 
Jackson, Jamie Jackson,  Dr. Jeffrey Johnson, The family of Howard Lowery, Martha 
& Howard Lowery, Georgetta Kuykendall, Marilyn Foxworth, Gwen Burdette, Fran 
Ginn, Judy Easterling, Wayne Sturdivant, Marie Lowe (mother of Marie Graham) Rita 
Faye Armstrong, Lisa Sims, Tammy Hill, Peggy Phelps, Sylvia Robbins, Ashtyne Reid, 
Ruby Autin, Joan Kyle, Brittney Fish, Mary Fay,  Maxie Sellers, Darren Hathorn, Arthur 
Pigott, Mary Bryant, Diann Phelps Meador, Doug Phelps, Judy Waits, James Glynn 
Fortenberry, Mike & Fran Ginn, Jane Martin, Doris Phelps, Dora Powell, Lucas Porter, 
Bill Crawford, Charlie Martin, Halley Holmes, John Tucker, Guy Steele, Mitch Rankin, 
Carl Hatler (Carl is the Cousin in Law of Donna Fite.) 
 
 

SHUT INS: 
The Grove –Georgetta Kuykendall, Helen Oglesbee, Angela Varnado 
 

The Myrtles – Carolyn Powers 
 

Wesley Manor – Lina Fortenberry 
 

Coppell Texas – Maryann Hyatt 
 
 

Please help us keep our list up to date:  If you want to add or remove someone 
contact the church office at 601-736-7121.  

 

I Peter 5:7 Cast all your anxiety on him because He care for you, 
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Though our usual “busy” is 
looking very different, we are 
hopeful to stay in contact with 
our WWW families in a 
different way until we can 
meet in person again. 
 
If you haven’t already, find our 
Facebook page where we plan 
to post about our weekly 
devotions and ways to start 
conversations with your kids! 
 
I know we are all praying more 
than ever for our students as 
well as their teachers, school 
faculty and the administrators.  
If you would like to show your 
support for our teachers, do it 
with our yard signs.  I have 
several more to give out and 
would be happy to deliver to 
your home.  If you would like 
to make a donation to this 
project, just let Debbie know! 
 
Have a great week!  
 
Keleigh 
 
 
 

 

 

Thank you to the families who have landscaped their section 
of the church grounds.  The difference is really noticeable!  
If you haven’t signed up for a section or worked on your 
section yet, I can tell you personally that it doesn’t take long 
if you gather your family, and it is a fun project to do 
together.  Those of us who have worked our sections would 
likely also encourage you to go early in the morning or 
during the last stretch of daylight! 

We will have our continued discussion of Be the Bridge this 
Wednesday via Zoom.  I’ll send the link to those who are 
interested in joining us.  Please don’t let the reading 
schedule keep you from joining the discussion.  If you 
haven’t read or aren’t quite through Part 3, I promise you 
will still be able to engage in the discussion.  We share lots 
of resources and personal examples, and it will be 
meaningful no matter where you are in the readings.  Once 
we wrap up this discussion, we’ll be starting our new 
Priscilla Shirer study on identity. 

 

 

 

Please continue to pray for our youth as they enter their 
first full week of school.  Some have just started middle 
school, and some are nearing the end of their “first days” at 
CHS.  Remember our college-age students, as well, as many 
of them will move back into apartments and campus housing 
this week after being away 5 months.  It’s a new normal for 
everyone, and our prayers surround them all! 

Have a great week! 

Mrs. Angel 

 



  

 

 
                                                  

 

                    

 

 

 

 

  

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 585 
411 CHURCH STREET 
COLUMBIA, MS 39429 
Suscipit, vicis praesent erat feugait epulae, validus indole 

 

What a blessing           

it was to sit in my office 
last week and watch 
adults, youth, and 

children come together 
and work on the church 

grounds. If I didn’t get to 
see them work I enjoyed 
seeing their efforts the 

next day.  Someone even 
hired a crew to work on 

the islands in the parking 
lot. What a difference it 

has made. 

 Come and see! 

Debbie 

 

 

  Special thanks to all 

GREAT JOB 
EVERYONE! 


