
 

  First United Methodist Church 
Mission Statement of First United Methodist Church:                                                                            

Our Church exists to use God’s gifts and talents to mature as fruitful disciples of Jesus 
Christ, and to make disciples for the transformation of the world. 
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Easter! Resurrection! Hope! How wonderful it was to celebrate all those things 
Easter Sunday morning! Now what? It's not over yet! We remain in Easter 
season for 50 days which will take us to Pentecost Sunday, May 23. We tend to 
focus a lot more on Lent, the 40 days before Easter - we might give something 
up to help us focus on the sacrifice of Christ. What if this year we also focused 
on Easter season? Focus on the joy and hope of a resurrected Christ. Live into 
this new life we have been given. If you are someone who gleans meaning from 
putting faith into practice then I challenge you to find a practical way to express 
this during these 50 days of Easter season. Perhaps write down something 
you're thankful for every day. Or post a joy through social media. Maybe you 
could create something beautiful. Perhaps volunteer your time. Add in a good 
habit or healthy activity. Read your Bible every day. Start something new.  Or 
find a way to tell (or show) someone about the love of Jesus every day.  
 
After all, we know that the day the stone was rolled away was not the end of the 
story, but the beginning of God's new story, a new covenant with the people of 
God. What's taking place right now in your story? Where do you need God's 
strength? Where do you need the love of Christ? What part of your story needs 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit? How is God calling you to use your story to look 
beyond yourself and be the hands and feet of Christ to those around you? God 
is with you! The Risen Christ is with you! The Holy Spirit is with you! Now, go 
and tell! 
 
Pastor Erin 

WEEKLY MESSENGER 
APRIL 6, 2021 

 



 

 

 

  

  
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our Nation , Our President and Our Leaders, The Coronavirus Pandemic, Lorea Oatis,  
Donna Fite, Nell Wood, Phyllis Price, Nell Barnes, Gwen Burdette, Wayne Sturdivant, 
Marie Lowe (mother of Marie Graham), Tammy Hill, Peggy Phelps, Sylvia Robbins, 
Ashtyne Reid, Ruby Autin, Joan Kyle, Brittney Fish, Mary Bryant, Diann Phelps 
Meador, Doug Phelps, Judy Waits, James Glynn Fortenberry, Mike & Fran Ginn, Doris 
Phelps, Dora Powell, Lucas Porter, Charlie Martin, Halley Holmes, John Tucker, Guy 
Steele 
 

(please let us know if there are any additions or deletions                                                                 
so we can get the prayer list up to date.) 

SHUT INS: 
 

The Grove –Georgetta Kuykendall, Angela Varnado 
The Myrtles – Carolyn Powers 
Wesley Manor – Lina Fortenberry 
Lakeland, Florida – Joe Pierce 
 
 
 

 

 

 

“If you can?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believe.”  Mark 9:23 

 
 

 
 
 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

1 – Jack Shepard 
3 – Elizabeth Burchfield 

10 – Amy DeWitt 
11 – Kay English, Barbara 

Lott 
18 – Carol Seymour 

21 – Bert Beisel 
22 – Aiden Singley 

23 – Marilyn Griffin, Susan 
Smith 

24 – Nathan Foxworth, 
Angel & Simon Herring 
26 – Danon & Mark Vest 

27 – Shelly Blackard 
30 – Debbie Hutson 

 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday – Thursday 
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

 

Friday 
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 a.m. 

 
 
 

 
WELCOME 

 
NEW STAFF MEMBER 

Debbie Hutson  
Office Administrator 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Joe Pierce 
C/O Lake Morton Plaza 

400 S. Florida Ave. Apt. 413 B 
Lakeland, FL  33801 

 

FINANCES 
 

Contribution Reports 
April 4, 2021 

 

Contributions $5,905.00 
Chidren $719.00 

Pastors Fund $90.00  
6The total contributions for 

March $25,053.21 
The total contributions year to 

date $59,503.21 
The total expenses year to date  

$98,538.22 
We now have paypal.  See 

facebook or bulletin for scan. 
 

 

FOOD PANTRY: URGENT NEED 
 

Like the Marines 
The Marion County Food Pantry 

is looking for a few good men and 
women.  

 
Please contact Robert Bourne – 
601-736-3535 or Margaret Sauls 
601-736-8956 if you would be 

willing to help. 
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RETIREMENT RECEPTION 
 

We will hold a special reception on 
Thursday April 15  from 2:30 p.m. to 5:30 

p.m. It will be a come and go  in 
recognition of Debbie Graney’s 

retirement. 
 

 

 
Memorial Service 
Mrs. Patty Dantin 

Thursday April 16 at 3:00 p.m. 
In the Sanctuary 

 
 
  

 

Join us in welcoming Debbie 
Hutson, new Office Administrator 
to First United Methodist Church. 

Debbie joined our team on 
Thursday April 1. 

 

  
 
This week, as I was thinking about what stories or musical gems I 
could share with you, I found myself remembering how overjoyed I 
was to hear congregational singing again on the first week that we 
returned to in-person worship and how I prayed that the uninhibited 
singing I heard that week would continue for weeks and months to 
come. That prayer has been answered!  And while I can hear you 
singing, albeit muffled, through a mask, something is still missing. I 
can’t see you smiling or laughing.  So, this week, I decided merely 
to share one of my favorite “choir director” cartoons in hopes that it 
will make you smile and laugh out loud, even if no one can see you.   

"Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands." Psalm 100:1 
(KJV) 

Respectfully, 

Susan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
For those of you who regularly read Music 
Notes, you will find this week’s edition quite 
a deviation.  As you know,  I usually like to 
write about hymnology. When researching a new 
song or revisiting the text of a hymn standard, I 
always learn something new and enjoy passing that 
knowledge on to you. 



 

  

 

 

A huge thank you to Mrs. Marilyn Foxworth for hosting the youth for our “almost annual” Easter 
egg hunt!  We had a great turnout, and it was a fun afternoon of Easter crafts, a wonderful meal 
and devotion by Mrs. Marilyn, prizes, and egg hunting.  It’s so good to be enjoying some favorite 
traditions again after our unexpected break with them! 

We’ll continue our “Run for God” study at the park this week after a couple of weeks off for 
special events.  Make plans to join us at the park at 5 P.M.  We begin with the devotion and then 
make our way around the track….each at his/her own speed.  Plan to bring your tennis rackets, if 
you like, and we’ll add in some additional fellowship and practice time at the courts after.  We’ve 
even picked up a couple of friends there who know to look for us and join us for a recap of our 
devotional.  

Parents, I’ll send info soon about a summer trip meeting.  I’m hoping to have one more potential 
set of dates before we meet.  Please take note on your end of any summer events we need to 
consider when selecting our travel dates. 

Watch for April’s special event and Baccalaureate details in the next newsletter. 

Have a great week! 

Mrs. Angel 

 

 

 
 

 



         
 

 
Upcoming Events 
Sunday, April 11, 2021 
  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
10:55 a.m. – Worship Service 
 5:00 p.m. –  Sunday night youth 
Monday, April 12, 2021 
No Scheduled Activities 
Tuesday April 13, 2021 
No Scheduled Activities 
Wednesday April 14, 2021 
 4:00 p.m. – Women’s Quartet 
 5:00 p.m. – Octet 
 6:00 p.m. – Mens Quartet 
 7:00 p.m. - Beth & Susan Practice 
Thursday, April 15 2021 
  2:30 p.m. – Debbie Graney’s Reception 
Friday, Apri 16,2021 
3:00 p.m.- Memorial Sevice 
 Mrs. Patty Dantin 
Saturday, April 17, 2021 
No Scheduled Activities 
Sunday, April 18, 2021 
  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
10:55 a.m. – Worship Service 
 5:00 p.m. – Sunday night youth 
Monday, April 19, 2021 
No Scheduled Activities 
Tuesday, April 20, 2021 
No Scheduled Activities 
Wednesday, April 21, 2021 
4:00 p.m. – Women’s Quartet 
5:00 p.m. – Octet 
6:00 p.m. -  Mens Quartet 
7:00 p.m. - Beth & Susan Practice 
Thursday, April 22, 2021 
 9:30 a.m.- Morning Circle UMW  
Friday, April 23, 2021 
No Scheduled Activities 
Saturday, April 24, 2021 
No Scheduled Activities 
 
 
 
  

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES 
(All Meetings and Activities are held in the Wesley 

Center) 
 

Debbie Graney’s Retirement Reception 
April 15 

2:30 p.m. till 5:30 p.m. 
Wesley Center 

 
Memorial Service 
Mrs. Patty Dantin 

3:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 

 
UMW Morning Circle 

9:30 a.m. 
Wesley Center 

 
Administrative Council 

April 26 
5:30 p.m. 

Wesley Center 
 
 
 

 
 

Special thanks to our Tech department! 
We always appreciate the work they do, but over the last year they 
have worked double time to help our worship services and other 
programs succeed. Without them our radio and online ministry 
would not be possible. Usually behind the scenes, they are often at 
work all hours of the day to make sure we are able to fully engage 
with our church. We are so grateful to each of them for offering 
their gifts and talents to be part of God’s work! (See more of their 
work at our website fumccolumbia.org) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Children’s News! 
 

    
It was so good to have everyone together for our                                                                                 
Palm Sunday lunch and egg hunt! It was more than                                                                                                            
we ever planned for our first time back! We hope                                                                                                             
to do it again before it turns too hot. Thanks to                                                                                                           
your generous donations, we were not only able                                                                               
to cover the cost of the meal, but we were able to                                                                                     
donate to our local food pantry. 
 
The rain changed our plans for the last two weeks                                                                                                 
with WWW. We are hopeful for sunshine and a cool                                                                                     
breeze the next few weeks to finish out the school                                                                                                           
year. I know school dismissals are different from the                                                                                                              
first of the school year but we feel that it is best to                                                                                      
keep drop off as it is until the end of the year.                                                                                 
If you are able to help with our WWW program,                                                                                              
please join us on Wednesday afternoons from 3-5. 
 
Have a great week! 
Keleigh 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 585 
411 CHURCH STREET 
COLUMBIA, MS 39429 
Suscipit, vicis praesent erat feugait epulae, validus indole 

 

PALM SUNDAY 
PICS 

March 28, 2021 


