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News from the Pastor 
Experiencing the Promise of Easter Resurrection 

and Ramping-Up Our Spiritual Intensity 
 

Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen, Indeed! Our Long Obedience in the Same Direction toward God once again 
guided us to the Empty Tomb of Easter and the Resurrected Christ. Jesus who is Crucified and buried is 
now been raised from the dead and lives and reigns with God in Heaven, forever and ever, Halleluiah, 
Alleluia. Jesus also promises to be with us always even to the end of the age through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. When you and I apprentice with Jesus, he not only goes ahead of us to greet us and have us 
join him in God’s work already in progress, but he also is alongside us every step of the way as we 
move nearer and closer to God. Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen, 
Indeed! 
 

Easter brings you and me and the whosoever into the Season of Easter, the Great 50 Days, culminating 
on the Day of Pentecost. Easter invites each of us to experience Life, Abundant Life, Eternal Life in the 
midst of daily living. As your friend and pastor, I encourage all of us to embrace the following “7 
Disciplines” to ramp-up our Spiritual Intensity and to enhance our daily walk with God, apprenticed with 
Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit...These “7 Disciplines” are: (1) Luxuriously Pray; (2) Leisurely 
Read Your Bible; (3) Lovingly Worship; (4) Lavishly Serve; (5) Longingly Learn; (6) Liberally Give; and 
(7) Laughingly Play. I will briefly address each one of these disciplines in the remainder of this writing. 
First, we embrace: “Luxuriously Praying”…more than just 'Now I lay me down to sleep...' 'God is great, 
God is good...' 'Our Father who art in Heaven. Not to say that these aren't good starting points for 
prayer, they are excellent places to cut our teeth in prayer. Yet they nudge us to a place of luxury, a time 
unrushed, minutes unhurried, moments of extravagance where we are intentional about our 
communication with God and we go deeper, further and more maturely in our conversations with God. 
Daily Luxurious Prayer is a faithful, fruitful way to experience Life, Abundant Life, Eternal Life that is an 
Easter Promise by the Grace of God through Faith in Jesus empowered by the Holy Spirit...Indeed, Lord 
Teach Us How to Pray! 
 

A second way to experience Easter’s Life, Abundant Life, Eternal Life is for you and me to “Leisurely 
Read Our Bible”. To “Leisurely Read Our Bible” is to set aside a specific intentional time each day to 
open our Bible, and in a relaxed, unhurried, unharried, and restful manner, spend time reading, studying 
and meditating on the WORD of God. We chew on scripture night and day. We hunger and yearn for the 
teachings of the Bible. We savor and aspire for the relationships that come to us from the reading of 
scripture. As we “Leisurely Read Our Bibles”, we engage all our senses in Holy Reading. Underline a 
word and/or highlight a phrase that stands out and seems to speak to us. Where is this word/phrase 
leading us?! How does this word/phrase bring us closer to God?! How does this word/phrase challenge 
us to love and serve the people of God?! As we read, what are we seeing?! What are we hearing?! 
What do we taste?! What do we smell?! What are we feeling?! As we “Leisurely Read Our Bibles” on a 
regular, consistent basis, we discover the ease and flow of the rhythms of grace that spring forth and 
overflow into our daily living, ramping-up our Spiritual Intensity. Daily, “Leisurely Reading the Bible” is a 
faithful, fruitful way to experience Easter’s Life, Abundant Life, Eternal Life that is an Easter Promise by 
the Grace of God, through Faith in Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit...Indeed, I Thrill to God’s 
WORD! 

 

A third way to experience Easter’s Life, Abundant Life, Eternal Life is for you and me to “Lovingly Worship”. The 
people of God from their earliest of days have worshiped God and we embrace the experience of “Lovingly 
Worshiping” because we are used to loving and we are used to worship.  We 
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worship because God has first loved us and we respond by praising God through our loving worship 
with the gathered people of God. We worship willingly and cheerfully without compulsion, coercion, and 
obligation alongside fellow pilgrims. We “Lovingly Worship” on a regular, consistent, unswerving 
timetable with sisters and brothers in Christ. We “Lovingly Worship” and this is a faithful, fruitful way to 
experience Easter’s Life, Abundant Life, Eternal Life, which is an Easter Promise by the Grace of God 
through Faith in Jesus empowered by the Holy Spirit...Indeed, Majesty, Lovingly Worship, His Majesty! 
 
 

A fourth discipline to nudge us to experience Easter’s Promise of Life, Abundant Life, Eternal Life, and 
Spiritual Intensity is for you and me to “Lavishly Serve”; Not just service for service sake, rather, giving 
the shirt off our back, walking the second mile, sacrificial service, serving like Jesus. We are implored to 
spare no expense as we serve God, and as we serve those who are ignored, forgotten, and taken for 
granted. Sumptuous service is the way you and I relate to the least, the lost and the lonely. When we 
apprentice with Jesus he coaches us in the knack of “Lavishly Serving” the ‘whosoever’ we encounter in 
the midst of our daily living…The way we “Lavishly Serve” our neighbors becomes the best way we 
“Lavishly Serve” God. And, we remember God spares no expense as he gives us his Grace in the Life, 
Death, and Resurrection of Jesus. We learn to “Lavishly Serve” as we are “Lavishly Serving” and this is 
a faithful, fruitful way to experience a ramped-up Spiritual Intensity and Easter’s Promise of Life, 
Abundant Life, Eternal Life, by the Grace of God, through Faith in Jesus, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit...Indeed, I Lavishly Serve a Risen Savior! 
 
 

A fifth discipline to playfully beckon us to experience a ramped-up Spiritual Intensity and Easter’s 
Promise of Life, Abundant Life, Eternal Life is for you and me to “Laughingly Play”. You and I can have 
fun, and with great joy, live in the midst of the mystery of our faith. Each of us declare by our living that 
faith is fun, that our faith can be well-played, that our fruitful play can bring our faith to life. Fun is good 
and Faith-Fun is even better. Our God is the creator of play and our God calls you and me and others 
out to play, to enjoy God, to enjoy family, to enjoy others; all of this by the Grace of God. The Grace of 
God is free. The Grace of God frees us. We learn to “Laughingly Play” as we are “Laughingly Playing” 
and this is a faithful, fruitful way to experience a ramped-up Spiritual Intensity and Easter’s Promise of 
Life, Abundant Life, Eternal Life, by the Grace of God, through Faith in Jesus, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit...Play, have fun, enjoy yourself, let yourself go, kick your heals up, let your hair down, jump for joy, 
frolic, skip, cavort, gambol, caper, jape, jaunt, play…Smile, laugh, grin, smirk, snicker, chuckle, chortle, 
ballyhoo, hoot, guffaw, hullabaloo, slap yo knee, roll your eyes, belly laugh, hullabaloo, guffaw, hoot, 
ballyhoo, chortle, chuckle, snicker, smirk, grin, laugh, smile! Indeed, I Laughingly Play with a Risen 
Savior! 
 
 

The 6th discipline in the “7 Disciplines” is when you and I “Longingly Learn”; we hanker to experience a 
ramped-up Spiritual Intensity and Easter’s Promise of Life, Abundant Life, Eternal Life in the goings-on 
of each day empowered by the Holy Spirit of Pentecost…For me, y’all and all y’all, to “Longingly Learn” 
is to be a Lifetime Learner in today’s inexhaustible classroom of daily living. In our day by day learning-
curve is to keep this query ever before us: “What did I learn?! What am I learning?!” Our learning 
aspiration is to be surprised by the providence of something new, to experience God’s serendipity in the 
rhythms of grace, to be astounded that daily we stumble upon those things that we just didn’t know. In 
“Longing to Learn” we become curious of the diminutive details that surround us; we use all of our 
senses to experience the Omnipotent, Omnipresent, Omniscient God. Accordingly, when we “Longingly 
Learn”, we listen attentively to the story of others, we are involved in covenant groups that challenge us 
and hold us accountable, we participate in a Bible Study, we read good books and the Good Book, we 
continue to learn new words (Keep a Thesaurus close at hand!). To “Longingly Learn” is a faithful, 
fruitful way to experience a ramped-up Spirituality and Easter’s Promise of Life, Abundant Life, Eternal 
Life, by the Grace of God, through Faith in Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit of Pentecost...Indeed, I 
Longingly Learn with a Risen Savior and Pentecostal Power! 
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APRIL 
Birthdays  

& 
Anniversaries 

 

1 – Jack Shepard, Patrick 
Peavy 

3 – Claire Breakfield, 
Elizabeth Burchfield 

7 – Jamie McKenzie, Jim 
Stephens 

10 – Addley DeWitt 
11 – Kay English, Barbara 

Lott 
18 – Carol Seymour 
19 – Andrew Malone 

20 – Macey Livingston 
21 – Bert Beisel 

22 – Aiden Singley 
23 – Marilyn Griffin 

24 – Nathan Foxworth, 
Angel & Simon Herring 
25 – Phillp Fortenberry 
26 – Ashley Breakfield, 

Danon & Mark Vest 
27 – Shelly & Jeff 

Blackard 
28 – Alan Bryant 

29 Frances Campbell 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 
 

We need someone to 
provide the flowers 

for the following 
dates: April 15, 22, 

29!  If you would like 
to have one of these 

dates, please call 
Debbie in the church 

office at 601-736-
7121. 

 



 

 
 
Sunday, April 15, 2018 
  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
10:55 a.m. – Worship Service 
  5:00 p.m. – Unplug and Reconnect 
  5:30 p.m. – Youth Study & Snack Supper 
Monday, April 16, 2018 
 No Scheduled Activities 
Tuesday, April 17, 2018 
  3:00 p.m. – Mission: Read 
Wednesday, April 18, 2018 
10:00 a.m. – XYZ 
   3:00 p.m. – Children’s WWW K4 – 5th Grade 
   3:00 p.m. – Jr. High WWW 
   5:15 p.m. – WWW Supper 
   6:00 p.m. – Family Prayer & Devotion 
   6:00 p.m. – Kouth  & Sr. High Youth 
   6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, April 19, 2018 
  3:00 p.m. – Mission: Read  
Friday, April 20, 2018 
No Scheduled Activities 
Saturday, April 21, 2018 
 No Scheduled Activities 
Sunday, April 22, 2018   
   9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
 10:55 a.m. – Worship Service 
   5:00 p.m. – Unplug & Reconnect 
   5:30 p.m. – Youth Study & Snack Supper 
Monday, April  23, 2018 
No Scheduled Activities 
Tuesday, April 24, 2018 
   3:00 p.m. – Mission: Read 
Wednesday, April  25, 2018 
 10:00 a.m. – XYZ 
   3:00 p.m. – Children’s WWW K4 – 5th Grade 
   3:00 p.m. – Jr. High WWW 
   5:15 p.m. – WWW Supper 
   6:00 p.m. – Family Prayer & Devotion 
   6:00 p.m. – Kouth  & Sr. High Youth 
   6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, April  26, 2018 
   3:00 p.m. – Mission: Read 
Friday, April 27, 2018 
No Scheduled Activities 
Saturday, April 28, 2018 
No Scheduled Activities 
 

 
 
Sunday School Attendance: Please don’t forget to turn in your 
Sunday School Attendance to the church office.   
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“Liberally Giving” is the concluding discipline of the “7 
Disciplines”, contributing to the experience of a ramped-up 
Spiritual Intensity and Easter’s Promise of Life, Abundant Life, 
Eternal Life in the portfolio of daily living, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit of Pentecost. The giving of you and me and others is more 
than what we contribute monetarily, and yet it is not less than 
tithes, gifts and offerings. We shed the image of a stingy giver, 
yielding to a transformed, righteous, generous, cheerful giver. 
You and I understand that giving is of our time, our energies and 
the things that we have a passion for doing. And the things that 
we do well, we willingly and cheerfully share these to the glory of 
God on a daily basis. To “Liberally Give” is a faithful, fruitful way 
to experience a ramped-up Spiritual Intensity and Easter’s 
Promise of Life, Abundant Life, Eternal Life, by the Grace of 
God, through Faith in Jesus, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit...Indeed, God Loves a Cheerful Giver!  
 

Mission Statement of First United Methodist Church: Our 
Church exists to use God’s gifts and talents to mature as fruitful 
disciples of Jesus Christ, and to make disciples for the 
transformation of the world.  
 

Vision Statement of FUMC: To love, serve and be the people 
of God through our worship, ministry, and service to each other 
and our community. 
 

Purpose Statement of FUMC: To Love, Serve and Be! 
 

Simply: Love All Around! 
 

ATTENDANCE 
APRIL 8, 2018 

Worship Attendance 92 
 

 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
APRIL 8, 2018 

 
General Fund $ 12,307.58 

Youth $ 3,130.00 
Sunday School $ 4.00 

Sound System $ 150.00 
 

Contribution total for April $ 20, 005.22 
Total contributions to date $ 85,728.06 

 
Needed to date to meet our budget $ 111,692.98 

 
Total contributions to date for organ $33,937.78 
Sound System contributions to date $ 8,372.98 



   
UMW SPRING PROJECT 

  
 
The Morning Circle of the United Methodist 
Women is planning to collect items during the 
month of April to be donated to Edwards Street 
Fellowship Center’s Thrift Store in Hattiesburg.  
The help of the entire congregation is needed to 
make this project a success. 
 

The following items are needed at the store:  
Linens, pots and pans, pictures, books, appliances, 
electronics (in good working order), like new 
clothing preferably on hangers, jewelry and more. 

 
Donations can be dropped off at the church 

using the side entrance on Jackson street.  The 
items are to be placed in the first room on the left.  
Call the church office (601-736-7121) for assistance 
with your delivery. 

 
Start spring cleaning and make donations 

to a very good cause.  In addition to the thrift 
store, Edwards Street Fellowship Center has a 
Medical Health Clinic, food pantry, family 
programming and a Community Garden.  

 
The purpose of the Center is to provide a 

helping hand to those in need.  The Center is 
supported by the United Methodist Church and its 
mission is to shine the light of God’s love. 

 
Help the UMW Morning Circle with this 

Spring Project during the month of April for 
Edwards Street Center. 

 

Wednesday Night Supper 

April 18, 2018 

 

Taco Bar with all the Trimmings 

Dessert 

Tea/Water 

Adults $7 Children $5 

If you aren’t on the permanent list, please 
sign up in the church office. 

This month’s Volunteer Chef is Lisa Sims! 

 

 

               ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Mission Read: Meets every Tuesday and 
Thursday at 3:00 p.m. in the Wesley 
Center! 

The Fast Track Bible Studies have ended! 

There will be not Finance Meeting during 
the month of April. 

Administrative Council will meet Monday, 
April 30 at 5:30 p.m. in the Wesley Center. 

The last WWW Supper and WWW Activities 
will end Wednesday, April 9.  We will 
resume these activities at the beginning of 
the next school session. 

 

 



                                                    
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Nell Wood, John Toney, 
Spooky Sims, Floanne Kersh, 
James Glyn Fortenberry, 
Rhonda Livingston, LeWynn 
Melson, Frances Campbell, 
Jane Martin, John Waits, 
Shirley Wooten, Lucas 
Porter, Tom Shows, Tom 
McNeese, Edith McMurray, 
Billy Duckworth, Evelyn & 
Cliff Woods, Doris & Doug 
Phelps, Angela Lewis, 
Theresa Edwards, Mallory 
Broomfield, Brian Moree, 
Amy Pollan, Betty Aurant, 
Durr Walker, Kathy & Dennis 
Malone,  Josh Zurich, Ramie 
Stringer, Kaitlyn Wright, 
Monique Goar, Sabastian 
Blanchard, Sarah Davis, 
Brenda Griner, Debbie Price, 
Brian Jackson, Martha 
Stephens, Shirley & John 
Grace, Madelyn Halford, 
Logan Byrne, Gary Rush, 
Mary Ann Nicholson, Toni 
Marino, Faith Johnson, 
Abbey Talia, Peyton Grooms, 
Kalyn Boyd, Kenneth Eaves, 
Jennifer Albritton, Eddie 
Buckley, Rose Ishmael, 
Garland Hilton, Kathleen 
Merritt. 
 

SHUT INS: 
The Grove – Greta Dick, Mary 
Fay, Georgetta Kuykendall, 
Helen Oglesbee, Angela 
Varnado 
 

The Myrtles – Carolyn Powers 
 

Wesley Manor – Lina 
Fortenberry 
 

Coppell Texas – Maryann 
Hyatt 
 

 
 
Please help us keep our list 
up to date:  If you want to 
add or remove someone 

contact the church office at 
601-736-7121. 

 

 

Our Resurrection Scavenger Hunt was a big success, with                                               
Liza’s and Skylar’s group being the big winners!  And                                                                                
they completed their mission in time for Liza and Skylar                                                          
to make it to a surprise birthday party before most of the                                                 
other times even returned to the church.  This was a                                                                     
first-time activity but one that will definitely be repeated.  Thank you 
to those church members who welcomed our teams to find items at 
their homes (and in their yards)! 

Thank you to our youth who showed up to help clean out Mrs. Betty 
Upton’s attic in prep for her estate sale.  I know that was a first for 
our youth group, but their help was invaluable in getting boxes down 
from the attic and set up for sorting.  And while some of us were at 
Mrs. Betty’s, Kami was across town preparing a garage sale to benefit 
CHS student Bailey Rink as he battles a recurrence of leukemia.  If you 
are interested in supporting the garage sale to assist with Bailey’s 
medical expenses, it will be held at R House on Hwy 98 at 7 A.M. this 
Saturday.             

                                                

Our junior high WWW group will travel to the 
Bean this week.                            

Please send cash for their treats! 

 

This Sunday, 4/15, Youth Council will meet at 5:00 to discuss 
additional spring/ summer events.  Youth will meet from 6:00-7:00 for 
planning and snack supper.  If anyone would like to provide snack 
supper for us any week in our remaining spring weeks (4/22, 5/6, or 
5/20), please let me know! 

Have a great week! 

Mrs. Angel 

 

New study:  Bonehead Bible Skills 
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Baccalaureate Sunday 

 

 

 

Baccalaureate Sunday will be held on Sunday, May 20, 2018! 
Church Wide Baccalaureate Dinner will be held in honor of our 
graduates immediately following the service.  Mark this on your 

calendar and be sure to come and join us at First United                          
Methodist for the exciting celebration! 


