
 

  

           FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Mission Statement: Our church exists to use God’s gifts and talents to mature as fruitful                                    

disciples of Jesus Christ, and to make disciples for the transformation of the world. 
 

MESSENGER                                                                                                                                                                          APRIL 10, 2019 

 

Palm Sunday / Pasion Week / Easter Sunday 
Christ Is Risen! He Is Risen, Indeed! 

 

I hope this year is everyone’s best Easter, yet…As spiritual pilgrims we will ascended to Jerusalem 
with scripture, prayer, worship, service, work and play, discipline and sacrifice, as our traveling 
companions…Now, Lent guides us to Palm Sunday, April 14th, and Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into 
Jerusalem with shouts of Hosanna, save us, save me…Lent invites us to experience the Passion of 
Holy Week, the final days and hours of Jesus’ earthly mission and ministry: Monday, April 15th 
through Friday, April 19th at 7:00 A.M. each morning in the FUMC Sanctuary; Lent finds us at Table in 
The Upper Room receiving the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the evening of Thursday, April 18 th 
from 6:00-7:00 P.M., Maundy/Holy Thursday…On Maundy Thursday and Good Friday we make our 
final preparations for Easter, and then we spend Saturday waiting…We wait with hope, we wait with 
anticipation, we wait with expectation, we wait with joy, we wait with each other…And, Easter dawns, 
Sunday, April 21st, morning has broken, the Tomb is Empty, Christ Is Risen! He Is Risen, 
Indeed!...The Resurrected Christ bids us come and worship, and commissions and commands us to 
go and serve and make disciples for the transformation of the world…With discipline and sacrifice we 
draw near to the heart of God, closer than we’ve ever been before…Since this is the closest we’ve 
ever been to God that makes this our Best Easter, Yet! Christ Is Risen! He Is Risen, Indeed! Love All 
Around, Hallelujah - Your friend and pastor, Mike… 
 

But [the angel] said to them, “Don’t be alarmed! You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has been raised. He isn’t here. Look, here’s the place where they laid him. Go, tell his 
disciples, especially Peter, that he is going ahead of you into Galilee. You will see him there, just as 
he told you.” (Mark 16:6-7 Common English Bible) 
 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross / Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
 

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory died; my richest gain I count 
but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 
Christ the Lord is risen today, Earth and heaven in chorus say, Raise your joys and triumphs 
high, Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!  
 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ, my God; all the vain things 
that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood.  
Love's redeeming work is done, Fought the fight, the battle won, Death in vain forbids him 
rise, Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!                                                                            
 

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down. Did e'er such 
love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown.  
Lives again our glorious King, Where, O death, is now thy sting? Once he died our souls to 
save, Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!  
 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were an offering far too small; love so amazing, so 
divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.  

Soar we now where Christ has led, Following our exalted Head, Made like him, like him 
we rise, Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!  
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AT HOME: 
 

Dennis Pittman, Jenny 
Maul, Rev. Ray Fountain, 

Beverly Crawley, Tim 
Magee, Jim Craft, Diana 

Broom, John & Judy Waits, 
McKinley Bedwell,  Dora 
Powell, Waline Gafford, 

Darren Hathorn, Richard 
Halbert, Peggy Branton, 

Darlas Dement, Patty 
Dantin, Wayne Sturdivant, 
Mike & Fran Ginn, Beth 

Barnes, Mike Price,  
Martha Morrow, James 
Glyn Fortenberry, Jane 

Martin, Shirley Wooten ,  
Lucas Porter, Tom 

McNeese, Doris Phelps, 
Kathy & Dennis Malone, 

Cliff Woods, Brian Jackson, 
Grace Bourne (sister-in-law 

of Robert.) 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

THE GROVE 
 

Greta Dick, Georgetta 
Kuykendall, Helen Oglesbee, 

Angela Varnado 
 
 

The Myrtles 
 

Carolyn Powers 
 
 

Wesley Manor 
 

Lina Fortenberry 
 
 

Coppell Texas 
 

Maryann Hyatt 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Praise, praise, praise!  Thanks to the 
generosity of this congregation the 
Choir Room Piano can now become 
a reality!  The practice piano will be 

ordered, put in place, and played 
weekly to God’s glory.  A humidifier 
will keep the piano in tune and be a 

lasting memory to Julia Kathrine 
Pittman. 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 2019 
Worship 116 

School School 60 
 

Contributions $ 7,743.05 
Children $25.00 

Memorials $ 720.00 
Pastor’s Fund $ 160.00 

 

Year to Date Contributions 
$ 89,190.96 

Year to Date Expenses 
$ 103,414.62 

 

 

It’s a busy spring!  Make note of the events and                                                                     
dates happening below:                                                                                                             
 

This Sunday, 4/14, we’ll head to The Hills for our Youth                                                                                                                     
Easter Egg Hunt.  Friends are welcome- the only                                                                             
requirement is that you must bring your Easter basket- preferably the one 
you used as a child.  We’ll leave the church at 5:30, and I would welcome 
a couple of parents to follow us out to help hide the eggs and prepare the 
activities.  If you can help, let me know! 
 

Easter Sunday, we will be confirming two youth members:  Rylan Singley 
and Leia Martin.  If you see them at church or out and about, ask them how 
their classes are going.  Consider sharing something from your own faith 
journey as they take this important step in their own journeys! 
 

Wednesday, 4/24, the youth will be presenting the Wednesday evening 
program focused on Earth Day and our current Bible Study focused on 
Creation.  Join us to hear and see the youth’s insights and reflections on 
both! 
 

Sunday, 4/28, the youth will leave immediately following morning worship 
to head to Global Wildlife.  I will need a definite RSVP to make our 
reservations.  Parents, watch for the details coming by text; and encourage 
a prompt response from your youth, please! 
 

Mark Sunday, May 5th in your calendars as we prepare to celebrate our 
seniors, Harrison Foxworth, Thomas Hahn, and Porter Price.  We will have 
a special time honoring them during our morning worship and then have a 
luncheon immediately following in the Wesley Center. 
 

Have a great week!  Mrs. Angel 

The Missions Committeee wishes to thank 
everyone who attended and donated to the  

Missions Fund-Raiser Luncheon.  We also extend a special thanks 
to all those who helped to prepare the meal, especially Keleigh 
Oglesbee.  All funds will go to Missions. 

 



 
 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

1 – Patrick Peavy, Jack 
Shepard 

 

3 – Clair Breakfield, 
Elizabeth Burchfield 

 

7 – Jamie McKKenzie, Jim 
Stephens 

 

10 – Addley DeWitt 
 

11 – Kay English, Barbara 
Lott 

 

18 – Carol Seymour 
 

19 – Andrew Malone 
 

20 – Macey Livingston 
 

21 – Bert Beisel 
 

22 – Aiden Singley 
 

23 – Marilyn Griffin, 
Susan Smith 

 

24 – Nathan Foxworth,  
Angel & Simon Herring 

 

25 – Phillip Fortenberry 
 

25 – Ashley Breakfield, 
Danon & Mark Vest 

 

27 – Shelly & Jeff 
Blackard 

 

28 – Alan Bryant 
 

 
Flowering of Cross 

Easter Sunday 
 

 
 

Holy Week/The Passion of Jesus 
 
Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday followed by: Holy Monday, Holy Tuesday, 
Spy Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Waiting Saturday…Holy 
Week guides us through the final days of Jesus’ life even unto death and 
burial…Holy Week helps us make our final preparations for the Empty Tomb of 
Resurrection on Easter Sunday…Here are the worship experiences at First United 
Methodist Church for Holy Week and Easter Sunday: 
 
 

Sunday, April 14, 2019, 10:55 A.M. – Palm/Passion Sunday 
Church Family Pot Luck Lunch and Children’s Easter Egg Hunt…Everyone is 
welcome! 
 
 

Holy Monday, April 15th: Rev. Greg Pittman speaking;  
Holy Tuesday, April 16th: Rev. Reed Houston speaking;  
Spy Wednesday, April 17th: Rev. Ryan Freeman speaking;  
Maundy Thursday, April 18th: Rev. Mike Sahler speaking;  
Good Friday, April 19th: Rev. Eric Davis speaking; 
Morning Services 7:00 – 7:30 A.M. in the sanctuary of First Church…Following 
the Monday-Friday services, 7:30 A.M., we will have breakfast and fellowship 
time in the Wesley Center…Everyone is Welcome! 
 
 

Spy Wednesday, April 17th, 2019…5:15 P.M. - Meal in the Wesley 
Center…6:00 P.M. - The Grace of Holy Week…Invite a friend to join you! 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 18th, 2019…Upper Room Last Supper in the foyer of 
the sanctuary, 6:00-7:00 P.M. – Come and Go Communion – Bring your family, 
invite your friends and neighbors! 
 

Good Friday, April 19, 2019…The sanctuary will be open from 12:00 Noon until 
3:00 P.M. for quiet time, prayer, meditation, reflection and spending time at the 
foot of the Cross…The Whosoever, and you and me are welcome! 
 

Easter Sunday, April 21, 2019, 10:55 A.M. Christ Is Risen! He Is Risen, Indeed! 
Prior to morning worship, we will be Flowering the Cross in Acts of Praise to God! 
Everyone is welcome! Bring your family, invite your friends and neighbors! Love 
All Around! 

 
 



    

 
 

 
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. and the Cabinet of 
the Mississippi Conference, during the 
Appointment Sessions, worked prayerfully 
together to appoint clergy in our Annual 
Conference.  As Chairperson of the Pastor Parish 
Relations Committee, I give thanks for the ministry 
of our pastor, Mike Sahler, who has been a servant 
leader among us. I also give thanks for Debbie 
who has been such a blessing to our congregation 
in so many ways. As they move to a new 
appointment, we will continue to pray for them.   
 
 

Our church will receive Rob and Erin Grant, a 
clergy couple, as our new pastors. Rob and Erin 
have three children and they are coming from 
Pontotoc, MS. They will lead us in worship for the 
first time on Sunday, June 30th.  Please be in 
prayer through these coming weeks for this 
transition in our church. May we remember that we 
do not experience this transition alone so we lift 
up the churches and pastors throughout 
Mississippi that share this time of transition with 
us.  
 
Marilyn Griffin 

 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 2019 
 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
10:55 a.m. - Worship Service 
12:00 p.m. – Church-Wide Dinner/Egg Hunt 
  5:30 p.m. – Youth Easter Egg Hunt 
MONDAY, APRIL 15, 2019 
  7:00 a.m. – Holy Week Service 
  3:00 p.m. – UMW Executive Board 
TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 2019 
   7:00 a.m. – Holy Week Service 
   8:00 a.m. – Methodist Movers 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 2019 
  7:00 a.m. – Holy Week Service 
  9:00 a.m. – XYZ 
  3:00 p.m. – Children’s WWW 
  5:15 p.m. – WWW Supper 
  6:00 p.m. – WWW Program 
  6:00 p.m. – Sr. High Bible Study 
  6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2019 
  7:00 a.m. – Holy Week Service 
  8:00 a.m. – Methodist Movers 
FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 2019 
Good Friday – Office Closed 
 7:00 a.m. – Holy Week Service 
SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 2019 
No Scheduled Activities 
SUNDAY, APRIL 21, 2019 
  9:45 p.m. – Sunday School 
10:55 p.m. – Worship Service 
No Evening Service 
MONDAY, APRIL 22, 2019 
No Scheduled Activities 
TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 2019 
  8:00 a.m. – Methodist Movers 
  6:00 p.m. – Tuesday Night Bible Study 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2019 
 9:00 a.m. – XYZ 
 3:00 p.m. – Children’s WWW 
 5:15 p.m. – WWW Supper 
 6:00 p.m. – WWW Program 
 6:00 p.m. – Sr. High Bible Study 
 6:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 2019 
  8:00 a.m. – Methodist Movers 
FRIDAY, APRIL 26, 2019 
No Scheduled Activities 
SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2019 
No Scheduled Activities 

 
  



 

 

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!  Our service began with this wonderful 
hymn last week, but I must admit, it was, at least in part, new to me. When I 
first saw the hymn that Brother Mike had chosen, I thought, “Great, I love that 
hymn.” Then as I began to play through the hymns for the service, I realized, 
this is not the hymn that I know.  The words were familiar, at least some of the 
verses, but not the tune.  As I began to research the origins of this particular 
hymn, I realized that it had a much richer history than I realized.  The tune 
that I grew up singing was CORONATION, while our hymnal uses the tune 
DIADEM, and there exists even a third tune for this hymn, MILES’ LANE.  

 
In my research, I also discovered that this gem is known as the “National Anthem of Christendom,” 
and the son of an Anglican priest, Edward Perronet, wrote the words. Perronet was quite an 
interesting man. He was ordained into the Anglican Church but eventually joined the evangelical 
movement of John and Charles Wesley.  He continued to work with Charles and John Wesley until 
they disagreed over denominational issues and parted ways. Since Perronet was ordained into the 
Anglican Church and was known to be a great preacher in his own right, he was frequently asked to 
preach, but declined.  He preferred not to have attention drawn to himself and would not preach in 
the presence of John Wesley.  As the story goes, “Wesley was not one to take no for an answer and 
one day in the middle of a meeting announced to the large crowd that Brother Perronet will now 
speak.  Thinking quickly, Perronet declared, ‘I will now deliver the greatest sermon ever preached on 
earth’ (you can imagine he got everyone’s attention) he then read the Sermon on the Mount and sat 
down.”  
 
You might enjoy reading (or singing) all eight verses, but the verse I was least familiar with was the 
one containing the most interesting word—“wormwood.”  I will leave you with that verse and my 
mother’s frequent admonition to me as a child, and mine to my students now, “if you don’t know 
what it means, look it up.” 
 
Sinners! whose love can ne’er forget 
The wormwood and the gall, 
Go—spread your trophies at His feet, 
And crown Him Lord of All. 

 
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.” Psalm 100:1 (KJV) 

Respectfully, 

Susan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Don’t forget!  Church Wide Dinner followed by Egg Hunt 

This coming Sunday, April 14th                      

Please bring a dish or dessert to serve 8   



 
FIRST United Methodist Church 
411 Church Street 
P.O. Box 585 
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4/7 Patton 

 

Nursery 
Volunteers 

 

 
4/14 Keleigh Oglesbee 

4/21 Mary Nell 
Livingston 

4/28 Shelly Blackard 
 

 
POTLUCK & EASTER EGG HUNT 

 

Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt is this Sunday!  Join us after church 
for the Church Wide Pot Luck followed by the egg hunt on the 
playground.  Invite a friend! 
 

If you have a child participating in the hunt, we ask that you bring at least 1 dozen 
filled eggs.  If your child is not participating but you still want to make a donation, 
please do!  There are baskets outside the office and in the Wesley Center for egg 
donations. 

Only 4 more weeks of WWW!  We have lots of fun and learning planned over the 
next few weeks, so don’t miss out!  Many, many thanks to all who give of their time 
each week to make this outreach fun and engaging. 

If you walk by the bulletin board downstairs in the next few weeks, take a look!  We 
have studies the Armor of God during Sunday school over the past 7 weeks.  Last 
week, we finished our physical representation of the armor.  Don’t let your child 
miss out on an opportunity to dig deeper and grow in their spiritual life; come to 
Sunday School. 

Have a great week! 

Keleigh 


