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Dear friends, 

 

It's spring here in Pennsylvania! After growing up in Western Washington, where spring is a more gradual season, 

and then years of living in spring-less East Africa, the dramatically changing seasons here still excite me. It seems 

so appropriate to be celebrating the resurrection and new life right now.  

I think I have been asking you all to pray for progress in getting the gospel of Matthew published in Ikizu for nearly 

a year. Things are now moving along! We have finalized the text, pictures, and captions, and have checked the 

first typeset draft. Thanks so much for praying; this book has been a hard one to push through to these final 

steps. I hope that my next newsletter to you will be able to contain a report about publication progress.  

"A rich man had a fertile farm 
that produced fine crops. He 
said to himself, ‘What should I 
do? I don't have room for all my 
crops.’ Then he said, ‘I know! I'll 
tear down my barns and buildbuildbuildbuild 
bigger ones.' " - Luke 12:16-18a 
 
 
When checking the verse above 
in Zanaki, I noticed that the 
word "braid" had been used in-
stead of "build." I made a note 
for the translators to change it, 
thinking it was a rare instance of 
the wrong word accidentally be-
ing written. However, Shem (one 
of the translators) replied to my 
note saying the translation was correct. He said, "Zanaki people don't build barns for storing grain; we braid 
them." 
 
One can braid sticks or grasses to make a place for storing grain, kind of like a giant basket with a thatch roof. 
They are elevated to keep the grain dry when it rains and to hinder pests from entering. In the picture above, I'd 
say the one on the far right looks like a large, newly-braided barn, just like the rich man in the verse wanted to 
build.  

Braiding Barns 



In Christ’s love, 

    Michelle SandeenMichelle SandeenMichelle SandeenMichelle Sandeen    
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I took three awesome little travelers to go see my parents in Arizona. My sister Alyssa also traveled there with her 

two girls, so we had a Smith family reunion. It had been a year (parents) / two years (sister) since we'd seen them. 

We played hard every day and were a nice combination of tired and re-

freshed when we came home again to Andrew. And, thanks to jet lag, I 

was able to work for a couple of hours every morning while everyone 

else slept!  

However, about 10 days after we returned 

home, Zarya broke her arm when she 

tripped over a stick while playing outside. 

She's had a good attitude about it, and 

treats like balloons being delivered have 

helped. All the same, she'd appreciate your 

prayers for her arm to heal well and quick-

ly. In the meantime, she's reading even 

more books than usual every day. And yes, 

I did intentionally write plural "books" and 

singular "day."  

Arizona trip… and a broken arm 

Praise and Prayer 

• The president of Tanzania, John Magufuli, died on March 17. Please pray 
for the new president, Samia Suluhu Hassan, to be a wise leader as she 
finishes the four remaining years of his presidential term.  

• Please keep on praying for the publication process of Ikizu Matthew.  
• Please pray for healing for Zarya's arm. We are thankful for access to good 

medical care.  
• The Tanzanian translators have once again transitioned from being at the 

office to working from their homes. Please pray for them to be able to work 
efficiently as they deal with less than ideal electricity and internet situa-
tions, as well as the distractions of a very social culture happening around 
them.  


