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Dear friends, 

 

It has been an interesting two months since my last newsletter. In mid-June I caught 

up to both the Zanaki and Ikizu translators for the first time in a year or two; I had 

checked everything they had translated! There was still plenty of work for me to do 

while waiting for them to finish their editing process on drafted chapters. For my 

first while-waiting project, I dug into Ikizu Matthew once again for some spell-

checking. It was very strange to not have any chapters awaiting my attention, but 

nice to have a chance to let a lower-priority project get some attention.  

 

Well, two days later, we received a phone call from our foster agency about a little 

boy who needed a foster home. We have been a licensed foster family for over two 

years, but have only had one placement during that period (last summer; he was 

with us less than a week before he transitioned to his grandparents' home). We've 

had some calls about possible placements, but turned most of them down as not being the right fit for our family for 

one reason or another, and several others whom we agreed to take didn't end up being placed with us. We said yes to 

this little boy, and he's now been living with us for six weeks. We're not allowed to put pictures of him in newsletters for 

privacy reasons, so just imagine a one-year-old blonde cutie. We don't know how long he'll be living with us, but it's 

looking like it'll probably be for at least several more months. So while it's a big adjustment to have another child in our 

home, and we've all been somewhat tired and stressed since his arrival, I think things are getting easier as he's here 

longer. He's settling in well, and Zarya (5) and Jerod (3) are enjoying having another playmate. 

 

Because our foster child is only one year old, he still naps in the afternoon, so I have 

been able to keep up with my work schedule for the most part. I am thankful that I had a 

light work load his first week here. The Ikizu team has since prepared some more chap-

ters of Romans for me to check, and I recently learned that the book of Matthew will be 

published as an independent volume in both Ikizu and Zanaki next year, so I've circled 

back to those books for some additional work in them. 

 

In the midst of being quite busy, checking Romans 8 recently was a good encourage-

ment. There's nothing quite like spending hours picking Romans 8 apart word by word. 

Even better, I was checking it while on "vacation." Taking work and three small children 

on a trip doesn't always feel like a vacation, but I did really enjoy looking out at a nice 

view of a lake while working on Romans 8 in the cabin early in the morning before every-

one else woke up. My parents (flying from Arizona), my sister and her two girls (driving 

from Missouri), and me and my three (driving from Pennsylvania) all met up in Indiana 

for several days at a lake. Zarya and Jerod hadn't seen their cousins in two years and we 

all enjoyed being together doing what my family does best, spending time talking while floating in a lake. Fortunate-

ly, our foster son loves the water, too!  



In Christ’s love, 

    Michelle SandeenMichelle SandeenMichelle SandeenMichelle Sandeen    
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September Trip Cancelled 

• Pray for Shem and Hami, the Zanaki translators, to work well together on the 

difficult book of 1 Corinthians. 

• Pray for Rukia and Ismael, the Ikizu translators, to communicate with me and 

one another as we edit Matthew and check Romans together. 

• Please pray for our family as we continue to adjust to having another child 

around, and for wisdom in parenting stressed children. 

• Praise for great local support from friends at our church as they have been 
helping us in practical ways during a challenging season. 

 

For financial partnership:For financial partnership:For financial partnership:For financial partnership:    

♦ In the US: In the US: In the US: In the US: Make contributions payable to Wycliffe Associates and include a separate note saying, “Preference for 
the ministry of Michelle Sandeen, account M10788.” Send to Wycliffe Associates, P.O. Box 620143, Orlando, FL 
32862. 

♦ To give online from the US, go to https://give.wycliffeassociates.org/p-1345-michelle-sandeen.aspx. 

♦ In CanadaIn CanadaIn CanadaIn Canada: Send cheques to The Great Commission Foundation, P.O. Box 14006, Abbotsford, BC V2T 0B4. On 
the memo line, write Wycliffe Associates—Michelle Sandeen #565-4.  

♦ To give online from Canada, go to https://53997.thankyou4caring.org/wycliffe-associates-donation-page. 

Samson (a Tanzanian colleague) was in the main Ikizu village of Nyamus-

wa for a meeting with the Ikizu Language Committee. When he was arriv-

ing in the village center he noticed an older woman coming towards him. 

Since he was driving a car and from out of town, he assumed that she 

might ask him for money. After exchanging greetings with her, she asked 

him, “Are you part of that group translating the Bible into Ikizu?” 

 

He responded, “Yes, I am.” 

 

The woman raised her hands and lifted her face towards the sky in a pos-

ture of praise. A tear was running down her cheek. She turned back to 

Samson and said, “God bless you,” and then continued walking down the 

road. 

 

We do not know this woman’s story - the difficulties she has faced in life, or how God has been at work; but we know 

that in some way she has been touched by God’s Word coming in her own language. May God bless you, as well, for the 

part that you have played in bringing Scripture to the Ikizu people!  

Praise & 

Prayer 

An Unexpected Blessing 

As you might recall from my previous newsletter, we have been planning a trip in 
September to visit churches, friends, family, and ministry supporters in Oregon, 
Washington, and British Columbia. Adding a foster child to our family has affected 
our trip plans, however. At a court hearing on August 1 it was ruled that we are not 
allowed to take him out of the country, so we can't take him across the border into 
British Columbia. We decided it would be best to cancel the trip entirely. I hope to 
make it out to the Northwest and BC at some point in the future to see those of you 
who live out there, but it won't be next month.  


