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Introduction 
 
Saving Grace Church, herein referred to as SGC, seeks to pursue the exaltation of Christ in the life of the 
church through the Constitution set forth in these pages. The Constitution of SGC consists of the Statement of 
Faith, Bylaws and Church Polity. The Word of God is the final authority for all faith and practice and is the 
ultimate comprehensive and governing document and statement of faith for SGC. However, for the purpose of 
practicality, this Constitution will serve as a topical reference for how SGC will seek to apply God’s Word 
regarding those areas indexed in the Table of Contents.  
 
The information contained within these pages is neither sacred nor infallible. It is subject to change in 
accordance with due process described herein.  
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Part I – STATEMENT OF FAITH 
 
A.  STATEMENT OF BASIC BELIEFS 
The following Statement of Basic Beliefs consists of the most foundational and biblical doctrines of the 
Christian Faith. While church members are not required to fully explain all aspects of these doctrines, the 
explicit rejection of any of these basic beliefs will disqualify one from membership at SGC.  
 
·        The sixty-six books of the Bible, the Old and New Testament, as recorded in the original manuscripts, are 

the inspired, infallible, inerrant, authoritative written Word of God and final authority in all matters to which 
they speak (Deuteronomy 4:2; Psalm 119:160; Matthew 5:18; John 10:35; 1 Corinthians 2:13-16; 1 
Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 3:16; 4:1-4; 2 Peter 1:21; Revelation 22:18-21). 

·        There is one true God, eternally existing in three persons – Father, Son (Jesus), and Holy Spirit – each of 
whom equally possesses all attributes of Deity. God is the creator of all things made and is the giver and 
sustainer of life to all things living (Genesis 1:1; 1:26; Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 28:19; John 1:1,2; Acts 
5:3-4; 17:24; I Timothy 2:5; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Revelation 4:11). 

·        The Father is God. The Son is God. The Holy Spirit is God. The Father is neither the Son nor the Holy 
Spirit.  The Son is neither the Father nor the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is neither the Father nor the Son 
(Genesis 1:26; Psalm 45:6-7; Psalm 110:1; Matthew 3:13-17; Matthew 28:17-20; Acts 5:3-4; I Corinthians 
12:4-6; Titus 2:13; Philippians 2:5-8; Hebrews 1:8; Colossians 1:16-17). 

·        Jesus is the Christ, or the Messiah, which means that He is the coming King of whom the Old Testament 
Scriptures prophesied. Eternally God, He became flesh through miraculous conception by the Holy Spirit 
resulting in a virgin birth. He is perfect Deity and true humanity united in one person forevermore 
(Matthew 1:18-23; Mark 1:1; Luke 2:52; John 1:1-4; 9:35-37; 14:1-4; Philippians 2:5-8; Colossians 1:15-
20; Hebrews 1:1-3; 4:15; 1 Peter 2:2). 

·        Jesus lived a sinless and righteous life, was crucified, and died for our sins. By His death, He received the 
judgment of the wrath of God in our place. His substitutionary death makes it justly possible for God to 
forgive our sins and grant us eternal life by faith (John 1:29; 3:16; 10:1-18; Romans 5:8; 8:2-3; I 
Corinthians 15:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 1:4; Hebrews 4:15; 8-10; I Peter 2:2; 3:18; Isaiah 53:1-
10; 1 John 2:2). 

·        Three days after His death, Jesus rose bodily from the dead and will never die again. His resurrection life 
guarantees us a mediator in heaven and deliverance from the wrath to come (Matthew 28:1-20; Mark 
16:1-8; Luke 24:1-53; I Corinthians 15:3-34; 1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 7:25). 

·        Jesus physically ascended into heaven and will one day physically return (John 14:3; Acts 1:11; I 
Thessalonians 4:16; Hebrews 9:28; I John 3:2; Revelation 1:7). 

·        There will be a future physical resurrection of the dead.  Those who trust in Jesus alone will be raised to 
eternal reward. Those who have not trusted in Jesus Christ will be raised to eternal punishment (Matthew 
25:31-46; John 5:28-29; Acts 24:15). 

·        The gospel is the good news that Jesus Christ lived a sinless life of perfect obedience to His Father, died 
a substitutionary death for sinners, was buried, was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures, and will one day return. The gospel alone is the power of God for salvation to all who believe. 
Therefore, anyone who repents1 of their sin and believes this good news is freely forgiven of all their sins, 
given the gift of everlasting life, and adopted as a child of God. Salvation is by God’s grace alone, through 
faith2 in Jesus Christ and His finished work alone, apart from any human work, or any other means. (Mark 
1:14-15; Luke 24:46-47; John 1:12; 14:6; Acts 3:19; 4:12; 20:21; Romans 1:16; 3:28; 4:4-5; 10:17; 1 

	
1	Repentance	is	a	heartfelt	sorrow	from	sin,	a	renouncing	of	it,	and	a	sincere	commitment	to	forsake	it	and	walk	in	
obedience	to	Christ.	Wayne	Grudem,	Systematic	Theology	(Grand	Rapids,	MI:	Zondervan,	1994),	713	
2	Saving	faith	is	trust	in	Jesus	Christ	as	a	living	person	for	forgiveness	of	sins	and	for	eternal	life	with	God.	Wayne	
Grudem,	Systematic	Theology	(Grand	Rapids,	MI:	Zondervan,	1994),	710	
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Corinthians 15:3-4; Ephesians 2:8-9; 1 Thessalonians 1:9; Titus 2:11; 3:5; Hebrews 4:15; 11:1; 1 Peter 
2:2; 1 John 4:2; 5:9-13).3 

·        God the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the trinity, unites believers to Jesus Christ through faith, brings 
about new birth, and dwells within the regenerate. He imparts the power to fight sin, He convicts, and He 
leads believers to a right understanding and rich application of the Truth (Ezekiel 36:26-27; John 14:15-
17; 16:7-15; Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:19; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Galatians 5:22). 

·         All of humanity (Christ excluded) are sinners and in need of a savior (Genesis 6:5; Psalm 51:5; Jeremiah 
17:9; Romans 3:23; 5:8, 12-21; 7:18; Ephesians 2:1-3). 

 
B.  DOCTRINAL POSITIONS 
The following are doctrinal affirmations we believe to be clearly taught in Scripture and therefore will be taught 
at SGC. Though this list is not comprehensive, it serves to summarize some of the more prominent points of 
distinction that may distinguish our teaching and affirmations from other groups.  
 

Should a member or prospective member dissent or disagree with any of the following Doctrinal Positions, he 
or she may remain qualified for membership at the discretion of the elders. However, the member or 
prospective member must agree to refrain from practicing any sinful behavior contrary to any of these 
positions; must refrain from participation in any behavior that would undermine teaching on these issues, or 
promote divisiveness among church members; and must remain able and willing to maintain fellowship and 
peace with the rest of the congregation in areas of disagreement.  
 

·    Observances of water baptism and communion – Water baptism in the name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, and through immersion is a commandment given to all Christians (Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:16; Acts 
2:38; 8:36-39).  Water baptism is a visual demonstration of a person’s union with Christ in the likeness of 
His death and resurrection. As with water baptism, the Lord’s Supper or communion is to be observed 
only by those who have become genuine believers in Christ. Communion symbolizes the breaking of 
Christ’s body and shedding of His blood on our behalf and should be observed repeatedly throughout the 
Christian life (Matthew 26:26-28; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:24-26). 

·    Commitment to evangelism – All believers in Christ are called to evangelize by spreading the gospel 
message, and teaching His commandments. SGC is committed to fulfilling this command both personally 
and corporately. (Matthew 28:19-20) 

·    The Church – The Church universal is made up of those who have become followers of Jesus Christ and 
exists to worship and glorify God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Church also exists to serve Jesus 
by faithfully doing His will on earth, and by loving God and neighbors. Upon conversion, newly redeemed 
men and women should be added to a local church in which they can devote themselves to teaching, 
fellowship, the Lord’s Supper and prayer (Romans 12:5; Acts 20:28; 1 Corinthians 3:9; 3:17; Ephesians 
1:22-23; 2:20-22; 4:16; 4:25; 1 Timothy 3:15). 

·    Empowered by the Holy Spirit - All believers in Jesus Christ are indwelt by the Holy Spirit upon 
conversion. The Holy Spirit desires to fill each believer continually with increased power for Christian life 
and witness, and imparts His supernatural gifts for the edification of the Church and for various works of 
ministry. God has not ceased in displaying His goodness and power through spiritual gifts. No genuine 
outpouring of the Spirit will ever add to or contradict Scripture in any way (Acts 1:8; 2:38; Romans 8:1-39; 
12:6-8; 15:13; 1 Corinthians 12:1-31; 14:1-40; 1 Peter 4:10). 

·    God’s sovereignty in man’s salvation – Though man is responsible to believe the gospel message of 
Christ to be saved, God is the author, initiator, and finisher of this salvation (John 1:12-13; 6:44,65; 10:25-
29; Romans 8:28-32; 9:14-21; Ephesians 1:3-7; 2:8-9; Hebrews 12:2). 

·      Pursuit of practical righteousness - Practical righteousness, or walking in a manner worthy of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, is to be pursued by every believer. The primary means of this pursuit should come 

	
3	This	section	of	the	Statement	of	Faith	was	revised	on	November	1,	2020	in	accordance	with	the	Constitution.	
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through growing in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, loving God and others with a selfless and 
sacrificial love, and biblical repentance (the process of transforming one’s thinking into alignment with 
God’s word). Believers pursuing this lifestyle will not be perfect, but must strive to walk in the same way 
that Jesus walked, knowing that they will one day have to give an account to Him (Romans 12:1-2; 2 
Corinthians 5:9-11; Ephesians 4:1; Philippians 1:27; 2:13; Colossians 1:10; 1 Thessalonians 2:12; 2 Peter 
3:18; I John 2:6). 

·      Sanctity of life – Humans are a creation of God alone and shall be honored as such. Aborting embryos or 
fetuses at any age or stage is considered murder in the eyes of the Lord. God created each human being 
with a unique body, soul, and purpose. He alone is the initiator and is also the finisher of life (Genesis 
1:26-27; Psalm 71:6; 139:13-14; Ecclesiastes 11:5). 

·      Church Discipline - Church discipline is a process of correcting sin and fostering righteousness in the life 
of the congregation and its members. The New Testament speaks of both formative and corrective 
discipline. In the broad sense, discipline in the church includes everything the church does to help its 
members pursue holiness and fight sin. This would involve such disciplines as preaching, teaching, 
prayer, corporate worship, accountability relationships, and godly oversight by elders. In the narrower 
sense, church discipline is any biblical method of correcting sin in the life of the body, including the 
possible final step of disassociating an unrepentant member from fellowship or membership in the local 
church. Church discipline may be carried out in various biblical ways, but the goal is always to correct sin 
and foster righteousness in the life of the congregation and its members (Matthew 18:15-17, 1 
Corinthians 5:1-13, 2 Corinthians 2:6, Ephesians 4:11-32, Philippians 2:1-12, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15, 
Hebrews 12:5-11, James 5:19-20).  

·      Qualified male eldership – Scripture is clear that the position of elder shall be held by men of a high moral 
character and gifting as described in I Timothy 2:12; 3:1-7; and Titus 1:6-9. 

·      Complementarian understanding of male & female roles - Scripture reveals a pattern of complementary 
order between men and women and their roles. This order is rooted in God’s creation and is a testimony 
to the relationship between Christ and His bride, the Church (Genesis 1:26-27; 2:23; 3:15-16; 1 
Corinthians 11:2-16; 14:34-36; Ephesians 5:22-33; Colossians 3:18-19; 1 Timothy 2:8-15; 1 Peter 3:7). 

·      Marriage between one man and one woman – It is the biblical position that marriage involves the union of 
one man and one woman in permanent sacred fidelity. Though various customs and cultures have 
evolving definitions of marriage, it is God alone who has the ultimate authority to prescribe and describe 
the marital relationship. Any other definition of marriage is regarded as sin (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:1-
9; Mark 10:1-12; 1 Corinthians 7:2-16). 

·      Sexual morality - Any sexual activity outside of the boundaries of the sacred marital relationship between 
one man and one woman is clearly and expressly prohibited by the Lord. Consequently, we regard any 
and all forms of sexual immorality as sinful. This includes adultery, fornication, homosexual behavior, 
bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, pedophilia, pornography, or even lustful intent toward such (Genesis 
2:24; Matthew 15:19; 19:1-9; Mark 10:1-12; Romans 1:26-32; I Corinthians 6:9-11; 7:3-5; Galatians 5:19-
21; I Thessalonians 4:3; Hebrews 13:4). 
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Part II – Bylaws (Adopted August 26, 2015) 

 
Section 1 GENERAL 

The name of the Corporation shall be Saving Grace Church, a Pennsylvania Non-Profit Corporation 
hereinafter referred to as "the Corporation" when referring to the legal entity recognized by the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania.  The Corporation is a local church organized and operated exclusively as a nonprofit, religious, 
charitable, and educational organization dedicated to the purposes stated in the Articles of Incorporation. 

Section 2 OFFICES 

The principal office of the Corporation shall be 921 Hospital Road, Indiana, PA 15701.  The Corporation may 
also have offices at such other places as the elders may from time to time determine and the business of the 
Corporation may require. 

Section 3 ELDERS  

All business affairs and corporate powers vested by law in the Corporation shall be exercised by or under the 
authority of the elders. 

Section 4 OFFICERS 

The elders shall on an annual basis elect a President, Secretary and Treasurer for the Corporation.  The elders 
may, at their discretion, elect a Vice-President, and one or more Assistant Secretaries, or Assistant Treasurers, 
as the elders may deem necessary.   Such officers shall be deemed the officers of the Corporation and each 
officer shall serve in said capacity at the pleasure of the elders until their respective successors are duly 
elected.   In the event of a vacancy in any office, the elders shall act promptly to elect a replacement for said 
vacant position. 

Section 5 CHURCH POLITY 
 

Church Polity, as adopted, shall be an extension of and equal to any terms set forth in the Bylaws. 

Section 6 AMENDMENTS 
 

The Articles of Incorporation and these Bylaws may be amended, altered, or repealed by a 90% vote of approval 
by the elders. 
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Part III - Polity 
 
ARTICLE I – Polity Introduction 
 
SGC does not depend on this document for the security of SGC, but commits itself to Jesus Christ as King 
and Lord of His Church (Matthew 28:18; Ephesians 1:22; Colossians 1:18).   
 
The principles in this Polity are subject to and must never be disconnected from the context of the full counsel 
of God. Within the bounds of Scripture, the church (herein meaning the members of SGC unless otherwise 
noted) is at liberty to establish policies and procedures for the purpose of doing all things properly and in an 
orderly manner.  
 
God has equipped the church “to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter, but of the Spirit” (2 
Corinthians 3:4-6). Therefore, written polity cannot and should not attempt to take the place of spiritual 
ministry. No governing document could possibly anticipate all of the diverse situations that arise in church life. 
Any attempt to create such a comprehensive manifesto would not only be impossible, but would suffocate the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit. We desire to leave room for the Spirit of God to grant wisdom and discernment. 
Therefore, we have attempted to make this polity versatile enough in letter that it will encompass a broad 
scope of application without strangling freedom for the discernment of the Spirit of God. 
 
 
ARTICLE II – Mission Statement 
 
Our mission as a church is to love God, love others, and reach the world for Christ.  
 
Through the gospel, we have been forgiven of our sins and brought into fellowship with God. Once we were 
separated from God, but through the blood of Jesus we have been brought near to God. In light of this 
wonderful truth, we want to love God with all our might (Deuteronomy 6:4-5; Matthew 22:37-40). 
 
The gospel has also reconciled us to one another. As children of God we want to love each other, as God 
loves us, with a selfless, sacrificial, unconditional love. (John 13:34; 1 John 3:16). 
 
The good news of the gospel also compels us to tell others about the free gift of salvation that Jesus offers. 
We want to reach the world with the gospel of Jesus Christ by fulfilling the Lord’s command to “Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20) 
  
 
ARTICLE III - Government 
 
The governance of SGC is to be autonomous in that it is governed by no human authority outside of itself 
other than federal, state and local laws, so long as they do not contradict Scripture (Romans 13:1-7). 
Therefore, SGC shall admit or dismiss its own members, select its own leaders, approve and support its own 
budget, make significant decisions affecting the church, and codify its own procedures for its governance and 
all other duties necessary to its well being and the accomplishment of its mission. 

 
ARTICLE IV – Church Membership 
 
While every Christian is a member of the universal Church (1 Corinthians 1:2), not every Christian is a 
member of every local church. Church members are those regenerate disciples of Jesus who have committed 
themselves to one particular local church. Because man cannot know infallibly if and when regeneration has 
occurred in a potential member, membership will be granted contingent upon the following requirements:  
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Section 1 – Requirements for Membership  
All of the following requirements must be met: 
a. A profession of faith in Jesus Christ and agreement with the Statement of Basic Beliefs. 
b. A desire to submit to God’s Word, including a willingness to repent from known sin, and follow church 
discipline as expressed in Scripture. 
c. Completion of the membership class unless waived by the elders. 
d. Has met with an elder who, in agreement with all elders, approves of membership in accordance with the 
aforementioned requirements. 
 
Section 2 – Cessation of Membership 
The membership of any person may be terminated who: 
a. Requests to be released from membership. 
b. Unites in membership with another church. 
c. Habitually forsakes assembling with the church, unless providentially hindered. 
d. Is removed by way of church discipline set forth in Section 3. 
e. Explicitly rejects of any part of the Statement of Basic Beliefs. 
f. Is deceased. 
 
Section 3 – Church Discipline 
The phrase “church discipline” in this section refers to the various applications of Scriptural responses to 
ongoing or particular sins, wherein the subject is in a process that may culminate in his or her disassociation 
from the church, as described by Scripture. The immediate purpose of this process is not to disassociate an 
unrepentant member, but rather to restore an unrepentant member. The ultimate purpose, however, is to 
guard the integrity of Christ’s name (Ephesians 4:1-3; Colossians 4:5-6) while ministering grace and truth to 
the member under discipline (Romans 12:9-21; 1 Corinthians 13; Galatians 5:14-15; 6:1-2; Ephesians 4:25, 
29-32; Philippians 2:1-8; 1 John 4:7-12), and may, if warranted by Scripture, result in disassociation from the 
church, as described below. 
  
a. The church shall consistently and without partiality apply biblical standards in disciplining those whose 
conduct is sinful and unbecoming to saints (Ephesians 5:3-5), such as, but not limited to, unrepentant sin as 
described in Matthew 18:15-20 and 1 Corinthians 5:11-13, immorality (1 Corinthians 5:1-2), public scandal  
(1 Corinthians 6:1-10), persistence in creating division through doctrinal error (Romans 16:17), disorderly 
conduct (Galatians 5:19-21), and divisiveness (Titus 3:10-11). 
b. All members, including elders and deacons, as well as staff and appointees, are subject to the church 
discipline described herein. 
c. Every Christian, therefore every SGC member, should help wayward brothers or sisters towards 
repentance and restoration as Biblically directed. (Galatians 6:1; 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15; Titus 3:10; James 
5:19-20). 
d. Anyone under the discipline of the church may be restored to fellowship and membership at SGC, given 
that the elders consider him or her to have displayed genuine repentance, as demonstrated by a change of 
behavior (2 Corinthians 2:5-11). 
e. Those who are in a process of church discipline and refuse to reform according to Scripture will be 
identified to the church (Matthew 18:17, 1 Timothy 5:20). If unrepentance continues, such a person may be 
removed from local church membership at SGC and any association with SGC members apart from that of a 
redemptive purpose (1 Corinthians 5:2,11-13;Titus 3:10-11, Galatians 6:1, 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15; James 
5:19-20).  
f. Because elders are held to a higher standard, the Scriptures provide an additional step of discipline and 
accountability for elders described in 1 Timothy 5:19-21. As stated therein, those elders who are guilty of 
continued sin shall be publicly rebuked (1 Timothy 5:20). Removal from office is not mentioned in 1 Timothy 
5:19-21 because it is not always required. However, in the case that such is being considered, it shall be 
considered in accordance with Article V, Section 10.  
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ARTICLE V – Elders  
 
Section 1 – Definition 
Oversight of the church is vested in the office of elder, which is a synonym for “pastor” or “overseer”. We 
believe that the New Testament (NT) uses these terms interchangeably. Each term highlights a unique aspect 
of leadership: elder points to experience and wisdom, overseer to authority and responsibility, and pastor to 
caring, feeding, and protecting.  
 
For the purpose of this polity, an elder is a man who is ordained to the office of elder of SGC. The office of 
elder shall be occupied by a plurality of men of equal standing (Titus 1:5; Acts 14:23). The consistent pattern 
in the NT is of a plurality of elders, a shared leadership (Acts 11:30; 14:23; 15:1-35; 20:17,28; Philippians 1:1; 
James 5:14,15; Titus 1:5), which provides care and accountability for both the elders and the church.   
 
Vocational and non-vocational elders at SGC have no distinction except in that of time availability and/or 
financial compensation. Due to a variety of reasons, some qualified, called men may hold subsequent 
employment, thereby limiting their availability for full-time ministry and compensation. In other cases, some 
men may be in such a position where they decide to defer financial compensation from the church, though 
they are available for and serving in full-time ministry. In either of these situations, the men would be 
considered elders at SGC, though qualified as “non-vocational elders”. An elder is an elder at SGC, whether 
he is considered vocational or non-vocational. 
 
Section 2 – Scope of Authority 
Elders are given the stewardship of leading the church within the bounds of Scripture. An elder’s authority is 
limited to the authority of Scripture in a believer’s life. He may not step outside the bounds allowed by the 
Scriptures (1 Peter 5:1-4; 1 Timothy 5:17; 1 Thessalonians 5:12; Hebrews 13:7; 13:17; Acts 20:28). 
 
Section 3 - Qualifications 
Elders are qualified for office according to biblical standards of 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9.   
a. They are to be above reproach or blameless. This does not mean morally flawless or sinless, but it does 
mean they are to be positive examples to the flock, mature members of the congregation whose lives inspire 
trust and confidence from the church members (Philippians 3:17; 1 Timothy 4:12; 1 Corinthians 3:4-5). Elders 
are to be men who are godly examples in ordinary life. They are not a unique class or an elite group; they are 
mature Christians and good examples (1 Peter 5:3). 
b. Elders must be able to teach God’s Word. The elder must “hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so 
that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also able to rebuke those who contradict it” 
(Titus 1:9). 
c. Elders must desire the work (1 Timothy 3:1). They must do this work out of love for Christ, care for the 
flock, empowered by the Spirit, and not under compulsion (1 Peter 5:2). 
d. An elder must affirm that he is in agreement with the Statement of Basic Beliefs and Doctrinal Positions. 
 
Section 4 – Duties 
a. Elders shall maintain the ministry of the Word (preaching and teaching) as the primary means by which the 
church is nurtured through sound doctrine, consistent with the Statement of Faith, and more expansively, the 
Scriptures. 
b. Elders are to bring God's Word into the life of the church through teaching, reading Scripture, and 
continually proclaiming the message of Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 3:2; 5:17; 2 Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:9; 2:1).  
c. Elders are to help the members of the church understand and apply Scripture. 
d. Elders shall be watchful for the spiritual welfare of members, watching over the flock (Acts 20:28; Hebrews 
13:17).  
 
Section 5 – Organization 
a. The elders shall organize themselves into committees, appoint leadership, and adopt procedures as 
necessary to carry out their responsibilities. 
b. The various ministries of the church shall be divided among the elders so that each area of ministry will 
come under the oversight of at least one of the elders. 
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c. A high priority for each elder shall be to shepherd those deacons who labor under his direction and set an 
example of faith for them to follow. 
d. The office of elder shall be occupied by a plurality of men of equal standing (Titus 1:5; Acts 14:23), though 
the specific number of elders needed to care for the church shall be determined by the elders based on the 
needs of the church. 
e. Vocational elders and non-vocational elders share equal standing in decision-making. 
f. The elders may invite counsel for decision-making on any matter from members who are respected by the 
church for their character, wisdom, participation in the life of the church, and areas of expertise, as well as 
from the appointed Advisory Board.  Generally, counsel will be sought in a timely manner before major 
decisions are finalized. Counsel is sought for a fuller picture of the life of the church, for differing perspective, 
and for discussion.   
 
Section 6 – Selection of Elder Candidates  
a. Any male member in good standing of SGC and who meets the qualifications of an elder may be 
considered as a candidate for eldership.  
b. If necessary, the elders may choose non-member candidates for eldership.  
c. The elders shall determine the need for appointing an elder, whether vocational or non-vocational. 
d. The elders will interview and investigate any candidates for the office as well as seek the counsel of the 
Advisory Board during this process. Final candidate selection will be determined by a 90% vote of approval by 
the elders. 
e. The selected candidate for eldership will be presented to the church. The church will have 30 days to give 
written feedback on any concerns or commendations of the potential candidate’s biblical knowledge, 
character, and gifting.  
f. At the end of the 30-day period, the elders will decide if the candidate will continue on to a pre-ordination 
process. This decision will be determined by a 90% vote of approval by the elders.   

Section 7 – Pre-ordination Process 
a. The pre-ordination process shall be a time period no less than one year. Though 1 Timothy 5:22a does not 
specify a time frame, this process is our attempt to honor its command. 
b. The pre-ordination process is a period during which the candidate will function as an elder in SGC prior to 
ordination for the purpose of slow evaluation under the authority of 1 Timothy 5:22 and 1 Timothy 3. 
c. During the pre-ordination process, the church is encouraged to give written feedback to the elders on their 
observations of the potential candidate’s character and gifting. 
d. Exceptions to the length of the pre-ordination process may be made by the elders in the case of a 
candidate who has already been ordained in another assembly. 
e. During this process, the elders will include the following Scriptures in their evaluation of the candidate: 1 
Timothy 1:3-7; 3:2; 4:1-16; 6:1-6, 20-21; 2 Timothy 1:13-14; 2:1-18, 23-26; 3:14-4:5; Titus 1:9-11; 2:1,15.  
f. Thirty days before the end of the pre-ordination process, the elders will announce to the congregation their 
intent for the candidate. During this time, the congregation shall have the opportunity to submit feedback to 
the elders.  
g. Following the pre-ordination process and consideration of the congregational feedback, the elders may 
then approve the candidate for ordination contingent upon approval of at least 90% vote of the elders. 
h. The elders may terminate the pre-ordination process at any time in accordance with section 7e above. If 
this is the case, the church will be notified. 
i. The elder candidate may terminate the preordination process for any reason and at any time. If this is the 
case, the church will be notified. 
 
Section 8 – Term of Office 
a. An elder may serve for an indefinite term as long as the elders deem him to be spiritually qualified for office 
and fulfilling his responsibilities.  
 
Section 9 – Financial Support 
a. The responsibility of the church for the financial support of elders is a matter of biblical principle  
(1 Corinthians 9:7-18; Galatians 6:6-10; 1 Timothy 5:18). All elders who rule well are worthy of honorarium or 
compensation for their ministry to the church (1 Timothy 5:17). 
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b. In the event that an elder shall be compensated by the church for his ministry, the other elders shall 
present a proposal to the church Compensation Committee and/or the Financial Committee or equivalents 
thereof, for approval. Such proposal shall include the normal terms of employment, such as a job description, 
financial package, benefits, vacation, etc. 
c. Financial support for vocational elders shall be reviewed as a routine part of the budgeting process, which 
would include recommendations by the Financial Team and Compensation Committee. 
d. In the event that a vocational elder is relieved of his office by resignation or dismissal, the possibility of a 
severance arrangement shall be discussed by the elders, the Financial Team, and the Compensation 
Committee. Any decision for such must be decided by this group. 
e. Financial support of non-vocational elders by, compensation, honorarium, or benefits will depend on 
individual situations and responsibilities fulfilled by the particular elder. This arrangement shall be decided 
upon by the elders, the Financial Team, and Compensation Committee. 
 
Section 10 – Termination of the Office of Elder  
a. When any accusation of misconduct against an elder occurs, and it is upheld by two or more witnesses, 
biblical disciplinary action should be considered according to 1 Timothy 5:19-20 (see Article IV, Section 3f). 
b. If termination of the elder is being considered, the issue shall be brought to the attention of the Advisory 
Board for discussion.  
c. The elder in question may be removed from office by a 90% vote of the other elders if they deem the elder 
is no longer qualified for office (Article V, Section 3), or habitually fails to or is incompetent to perform his 
duties (Article V, Section 4), or for charges relating to poor job performance, incompetency, or for any other 
biblical reasons.  
d. The elders shall make all decisions under this section based on their knowledge of the elder, their 
understanding of the Scriptures, and the feedback of the congregation and any other counselors.  
e. In any case where termination is being considered, the elders shall seek advice from other trusted elders or 
believers before making a decision.  
 
Section 11 – Elder Accountability 
a. Plurality of elders provides biblical elder accountability (Acts 15:1-35; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 1 Peter 5:2,3). 
b. Each elder is subject to the leadership of the other elders, as they are members of the church (Hebrews 
13:17; 1 Peter 5:5).  
c. If a church member, staff member, or employee has an offense with an elder that he or she cannot 
overlook (Proverbs 19:11) resulting from a sin by the elder in question, the offended person should talk 
directly to the elder, alone, in accordance with Matthew 18:15. If the dispute remains unresolved, additional 
witnesses (in accordance with Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Timothy 5:19-21; and Article IV, Section 3) and the other 
elders shall be brought into this process.  
d. A church member, staff member, or employee who has a criminal accusation against an elder is 
encouraged contact the police or appropriate law enforcement agency if necessary.  
e. Any elder who is aware of a crime against a child shall contact the appropriate law enforcement authorities 
immediately.  
f. The elders shall meet and pray together regularly (Acts 6:4), not neglecting to share areas of 
encouragement and temptation, or to discuss areas of disagreement while working toward unity. 
 
 
 
ARTICLE VI – Deacons 
 
Section 1 – Definition  
a. For the purpose of this Constitution, a deacon is a person who is installed in the office of deacon. 
b. The office of deacon is composed of the official servants of the church (Philippians 1:1).  
c. The office of deacon may be occupied by qualified men referred to as deacons (1Timothy 3:8-13). 
d. Deacons differ from elders in that they are not required to teach, indicating that their ministry is oriented in 
directions of mercy, service, and administration, rather than ruling through teaching. This office promotes the 
work of ministry in and through the church in a way that involves members in weighty and meaningful ways 
while protecting the elders from becoming overwhelmed with the many needs of the flock. 
e. Deacons may or may not be paid staff. 
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Section 2 – Qualifications 
a. Deacons shall be qualified for office according to the biblical standards of 1 Timothy 3:8-12. 
b. Their qualifications differ little from elders regarding moral character, spiritual maturity, marital fidelity, and 
family management. 
c. Their reputation in the church must be above reproach. 
d. They must be gifted by the Spirit to serve (Romans 12:6-7). 
e. A deacon must affirm that he is in full agreement with the Statement of Basic Beliefs. 
 
Section 3 – Duties  
a. The duties of the deacons shall consist of assistance to the elders in serving the church in temporal 
responsibilities as well as administrative.  
b. They shall assist the elders with serving the church body (Acts 6:2-3). These may include things such as: 

- Leading and organizing specific ministry initiatives 
- The administration of ongoing ministries 
- Coordinating administrative and maintenance responsibilities of the church properties 
- Coordinating ministries of mercy, care, missions, and benevolence 
- Coordinating the administrative aspects of church events 

c. They shall advise the elders on matters of policy and procedure pertaining to their areas of service. 
 
Section 4 – Organization 
a. Deacons shall be organized in a manner best suited to fulfill their designated duties. 
b. Each deacon will be assigned to assist an elder in the area of ministry for which the elder has oversight. 
c. Some deacons shall serve on committees dealing with, for example, matters of finance, budget, property, 
building, and missions. 
d. It is preferable that each deacon shall have one primary ministry area of service. 
 
Section 5 – Number 
a. The number of deacons shall be as many as are needed to care for the various ministries of the 
church.  
b. As additional deacons are required, they shall be presented to the church and recognized by the elders 
(Philippians 1:1). 
 
Section 6 – Selection 
a. The elders will select deacons to serve in various areas of the church based on the biblical standards of  
1 Timothy 3:8-12, a gifting of the Holy Spirit for service (Romans 12:6-8) and church need. 
b. Any prospective deacons will be communicated to the church.  
c. The church will have 30 days to give feedback regarding the biblical knowledge, character, service, and 
abilities of the deacon candidate. 
d. After the 30-day period, the elders will decide if the candidate is fit to serve as a deacon in the church.  
 
Section 7 – Term of Office 
Unless they wish to discontinue serving as such, deacons may continue in office as long as they remain 
spiritually qualified and the church has need of their service. 
 
Section 8 – Termination from Office 
a. The elders reserve the right to remove any deacon from office who, in the opinion of the elders, is no longer 
qualified for office (Article VI, Section 2) or habitually fails to perform the duties of his office (Article VI, Section 
3). 
b. A deacon may be removed if there is no longer a ministry need to fulfill. 
c. A deacon may voluntarily resign. 
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ARTICLE VII – Staff Members 
 
Section 1 – Definition 
By definition, a staff member is a person who is compensated for his or her assistance to the church. 
 
Section 2 – Allocation 
Staff positions shall be allocated in the annual budget. 
 
Section 3 – Selection 
It shall be the responsibility of the elders, or their appointees, to hire and/or dismiss staff members. 
 
Section 4 – Compensation Distribution Within Budget 
Distribution of and adjustments in compensation for staff members shall be initiated by the elders and 
included as part of the normal budgeting process when within budget. 
 
Section 5 – Compensation Amendment Outside Budget 
Recommendations for compensation will be presented by the elders to the Compensation Committee and 
Financial Team for approval, if an amendment to the budget is necessary. 
 
 
ARTICLE VIII – Ministries, Committees/Boards, and Teachers  
 
The elders may create additional ministries and committees/boards as needed, to which it may delegate any 
specified aspect of responsibility. The elders may implement or dissolve any ministries, or committees/boards 
depending on the needs of the church.  
 
Section 1 – Ministries 
No ministry, committee, or group may function in the name of the church apart from the oversight of the 
elders. 
 
Section 2 – Committees/Boards 
a. Temporary Committees/Boards are defined as those appointed to serve a special purpose for a specific 
period (e.g., a building program or special project). 
b. Standing Committees/Boards are defined as those appointed by the elders. 

1)  Financial Team - The elders shall appoint members to a Financial Team responsible for reviewing 
and approving the annual church budget. The Financial Team will work closely with the Church 
Administrator and shall provide the church with regular financial updates.  

2) Compensation Committee – The elders shall appoint members to a Compensation Committee 
which shall be made up of at least two or three members in good standing of SGC. The 
Compensation Committee confers with the elders and the Financial Team and works to ensure 
that a fair salary is provided for all church staff, and appropriate benefits, which may include a 
retirement package, are provided for all eligible church staff.  

3) Advisory Board - The elders shall appoint a minimum of three church members to an Advisory 
Board, in order to provide counsel to the elders. Each member on the Board will be chosen by the 
elders and must be a member conversant with the Statement of Basic Beliefs. Members of the 
Advisory Board will serve one-year terms, though the elders may ask specific members to stay on 
longer in order to provide continuity. 

 
Section 3 – Teachers 
a. The elders may appoint teachers who are members in good standing of SGC. 
b. Teachers must be conversant with the Statement of Basic Beliefs and in agreement with the doctrines it 
affirms. Teachers are not permitted to teach in any way that would undermine or disagree with SGC’s 
Statement of Faith, including the Doctrinal Positions section.  
c. Teachers of children must receive Child Abuse Clearances and Background Checks (at the expense of 
SGC) before being permitted to teach. 
d. According to 1 Timothy 2:12, a woman is not permitted to teach or exercise authority over a man. 
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ARTICLE IX – Meetings of the Church 
 
Section 1 – Ministry Meetings 
The church shall assemble regularly in accordance with its Mission Statement for worship, instruction, prayer, 
fellowship, and observances of baptism and communion. The times of these meetings shall be at the 
discretion of the elders. 
 
Section 2 – Business Meetings 
a. A minimum of one business meeting of the church shall be held every year. 
b. Other special meetings of the church shall be held as deemed necessary by the elders. 
c. All meetings of the church shall be presided over by at least one elder or a delegate appointed by the 
elders, and are only for church members unless otherwise communicated. 
d. Times and locations of business meetings shall be announced and posted publicly prior to each meeting. 
 
 
ARTICLE X - Elder Decisions and Congregational Involvement 
 
The Word of God commands elders to lead, shepherd, and care for the church (1 Peter 5:1-3, Acts 20:28), 
and the church to submit to the elders (Hebrews 13:17). However, some decisions will include the 
involvement of the whole congregation. God’s Spirit rests in the whole body of the church, including elders 
and other members. This means that, though elders are to lead, many church members who are not elders 
are fully capable of rightly handling the Word of Truth in pending decisions (1 Corinthians 6:4-5). Therefore, 
many decisions will be made in close and respectful partnership between the elders and some or all of the 
church. God’s Word requires this partnership to be met with a balance of humble, servant leadership by the 
elders (Matthew 20:26), and biblical submission and obedience by the church members (Hebrews 13:17). The 
elders must lead well so that the congregation can joyfully affirm their leadership (1Thessalonians 5:12-13). If, 
in any case, the congregation cannot affirm the direction of the elders, they will always have opportunity to 
express questions, biblical disagreements, and alternatives. As in all church life, this should always be done 
in love, without grumbling or disputing, and with appropriate submission (1 Corinthians 16:14; Philippians 
2:14; Hebrews 13:17).  
  
The New Testament reveals a certain tension in decision-making by local churches, with elders generally 
leading, but with the congregation having a say in some matters. Therefore the members of the church will 
express their voice in key decisions either informally or through a vote or survey, as decided on by the elders.  
 
 
ARTICLE XI – Partnership and Association with Other Churches 
 
There are many connections between churches in the New Testament (Acts 15; 2 Corinthians 8-9; 
Colossians 4:7-17) that helped promote church planting and helped strengthen existing churches. Each local 
church is part of the one universal and invisible Church. SGC desires to seek partnership with other churches 
for the Great Commission, fellowship, wisdom and counsel, and doctrinal clarification. Such partnerships may 
range from informal to formal. 
 
Section 1 – Joining with Other Churches 
a. If the elders decide that it would be in the best interest of SGC to formally join a denomination/association 
of churches, the church must be informed of their intentions.  
b. The elders must present the idea at a members meeting 120 days before a vote can occur. 
c. In order to formally join a denomination/association of churches, a two-thirds approval vote of a quorum of 
the church is needed as well as unanimous agreement among the elders. A quorum shall be 51% of the 
church membership present at the time of a vote and a voting member shall be an adult member who is at 
least 18 years old. 
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ARTICLE XII – Changes to Polity  
 
Proposed changes to this Polity document shall be initiated by the elders and presented to the church. Any 
changes in the Polity can only occur after a two-thirds approval vote by a quorum of the church as well as 
unanimous agreement among the elders. A quorum shall be 51% of the church membership present at the 
time of a vote and a voting member shall be an adult member who is at least 18 years old. 
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APPENDIX  
  
A. POLITY SCRIPTURE REFERENCES BY ARTICLE/SECTION 
 
 
ARTICLE I – Polity Introduction: 
 
Matt. 28:18 (ESV) 
    And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 
 
Eph. 1:22 (ESV) 
   And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,  
 
Col. 1:18 (ESV) 
  And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent. 
 
2 Cor. 3:4-6 (ESV) 
  Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to 
claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who has made us sufficient to be 
ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 
 
 
ARTICLE II – Mission Statement: 
 
Deut. 6:4-5 (ESV)   

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  5You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your might.”   
 
Matt. 22:37-40 (ESV)   

And he said to him, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.  38This is the great and first commandment.  39And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.  40On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets."  
 
John 13:34 (ESV)   

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to 
love one another.”   
 
I John 3:6 (ESV) 
   No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known 
him. 
 
Matt. 28:19-20 (ESV)   

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 
 
 
ARTICLE III – Government: 
 
Rom. 13:1-7 (ESV)  
   Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 
those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has 
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appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. 
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his 
approval, 4 for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the 
sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. 
5 Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For 
because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay 
to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to 
whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 

  
 
ARTICLE IV – Church Membership: 
 
1 Cor. 1:2 (ESV)   

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with 
all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:  
 
Section 3 – Church Discipline 
 
Eph. 4:1-3 (ESV)   

I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have 
been called,  2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,  3eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.   
 
Col. 4:5-6 (ESV)   

Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the best use of the time.  6Let your speech always be 
gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person.  
 
Rom. 12:9-21 (ESV)   

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.  10Love one another with brotherly 
affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.  11Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the 
Lord.  12Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.  13Contribute to the needs of the 
saints and seek to show hospitality.  

14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep 
with those who weep.  16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. 
Never be conceited.  17Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.  
18If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.  19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 
leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord."  20To the 
contrary, "if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you 
will heap burning coals on his head."  21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.   
 
1 Cor. 13:1-13 (ESV)   

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  
2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as 
to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  3If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to 
be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 4Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant   

5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;  6it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 
but rejoices with the truth.  7Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
8Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it 
will pass away.  9For we know in part and we prophesy in part,  10but when the perfect comes, the partial will 
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pass away.  11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I gave up childish ways.  12For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.  

13So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  
 
Gal. 5:14-15 (ESV)   

For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."  15But if you bite and 
devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another.  
 
Gal. 6:1-2 (ESV)   

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of 
gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.  2Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the 
law of Christ.   
 
Eph. 4:25 (ESV)   

Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are 
members one of another.   
 
Eph. 4:29-32 (ESV)   

Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the 
occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.  30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you 
were sealed for the day of redemption.  31Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be 
put away from you, along with all malice.  32Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as 
God in Christ forgave you.  
 
Phil.2:1-8 (ESV)   

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any 
affection and sympathy,  2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind.  3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves.  4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.  5Have this 
mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,  6who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped,  7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form,  8he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
the point of death, even death on a cross.   
 
1 John 4:7-12 (ESV)   

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows 
God.  8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.  9In this the love of God was 
made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.  10In 
this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins.  11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  12No one has ever seen God; if we 
love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.  
 
Eph. 5:3-5 (ESV)   

But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper 
among saints.  4Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead 
let there be thanksgiving.  5For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or 
who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 
 
Matt. 18:15-20 (ESV)   
   "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, 
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you have gained your brother.  16But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every 
charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.  17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it 
to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.  
18Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven.  19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will 
be done for them by my Father in heaven.  20For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I 
among them."  
 
1 Cor. 5:11-13 (ESV)   

But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of 
sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one.  
12For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge?  
13 God judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.” 
 
1 Cor. 5:1-2 (ESV)   

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even 
among pagans, for a man has his father's wife.  2And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let 
him who has done this be removed from among you.  
 
1 Cor. 6:1-10 (ESV)   

When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the unrighteous instead 
of the saints?  2Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by 
you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases?  3Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How much 
more, then, matters pertaining to this life!  4So if you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who 
have no standing in the church?  5I say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no one among you wise 
enough to settle a dispute between the brothers, 6but brother goes to law against brother, and that before 
unbelievers?  7To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather suffer 
wrong? Why not rather be defrauded?  8But you yourselves wrong and defraud—even your own brothers! 
9Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the 
sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10nor thieves, nor the 
greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.   
 
Rom. 16:17 (ESV)   

I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the 
doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them.   
 
Gal. 5:19-21 (ESV)   

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality,  20idolatry, sorcery, enmity, 
strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions,  21envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like 
these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.   
 
2 Thess. 3:14-15 (ESV) 
    If anyone does not obey what we say in this letter, take note of that person, and have nothing to do with him, 
that he may be ashamed. 15 Do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother. 
 
Titus 3:10-11 (ESV)   

As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have nothing more to do with 
him, 11knowing that such a person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned.  
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Gal. 6:1,2 (ESV) 
   Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of 
gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.  2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the 
law of Christ. 
 
James 5:19-20 (ESV) 
    My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, 20 let him know 
that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude 
of sins. 
 
2 Cor. 2:5-11 (ESV) 
   Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some measure—not to put it too 
severely—to all of you. 6 For such a one, this punishment by the majority is enough, 7so you should rather 
turn to forgive and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 So I beg you to reaffirm 
your love for him. 9 For this is why I wrote, that I might test you and know whether you are obedient in 
everything. 10 Anyone whom you forgive, I also forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven 
anything, has been for your sake in the presence of Christ, 11so that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for 
we are not ignorant of his designs. 
 
Matt. 18:17 (ESV) 
   If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be 
to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
 
1 Tim. 5:20 (ESV)   
   Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses.  
 
1 Cor. 5:2 (ESV)   

And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among 
you.  
 
1 Cor. 5:11-13 (ESV)   

But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of 
sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one.  
12For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge?  
13God judges those outside. "Purge the evil person from among you." 
 
1 Cor. 2:5-11 (ESV)   

that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.  6Yet among the mature we do 
impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass 
away.  7But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory.  
8None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  
9But, as it is written, "What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has 
prepared for those who love him"—  10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit 
searches everything, even the depths of God.  11For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that 
person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.   
 
I Tim. 5:19-21 (ESV) 
    Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 20 As for those 
who persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear. 21 In the presence of 
God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect angels I charge you to keep these rules without prejudging, doing 
nothing from partiality. 
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ARTICLE V – Elders: 
 
Section 1 – Definition 
 
Titus 1:5 (ESV)   

This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and appoint elders in every 
town as I directed you—  
 
Acts 14:23 (ESV)   

And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them 
to the Lord in whom they had believed.  
 
Acts 11:30 (ESV) 
   And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul. 
 
Acts 15:1-35 (ESV) 
  But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised 
according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no small 
dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to 
Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question. 3 So, being sent on their way by the church, 
they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and 
brought great joy to all the brothers. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and 
the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had done with them. 5 But some believers who 
belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to order 
them to keep the law of Moses.” 
6 The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter. 7 And after there had been 
much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice 
among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who 
knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he made no 
distinction between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. 10 Now, therefore, why are you putting 
God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able 
to bear? 11 But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” 
12 And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related what signs and 
wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. 13 After they finished speaking, James replied, 
“Brothers, listen to me. 14 Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people 
for his name. 15 And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written, 

16 “‘After this I will return, 
and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; 
I will rebuild its ruins, 
     and I will restore it, 
17 that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, 
    and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, 
     says the Lord, who makes these things 18 known from of old.’ 

19 Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God, 20 but should 
write to them to abstain from the things polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has been 
strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient generations Moses has had in every city those who proclaim 
him, for he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues.” 
22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among 
them and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, 
leading men among the brothers, 23 with the following letter: “The brothers, both the apostles and the elders, 
to the brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings. 24 Since we have heard that 
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some persons have gone out from us and troubled you with words, unsettling your minds, although we gave 
them no instructions, 25 it has seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to choose men and send them 
to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 27 We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things by word of 
mouth. 28 For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than these 
requirements: 29 that you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has 
been strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.” 
30 So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and having gathered the congregation together, 
they delivered the letter. 31 And when they had read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement. 32 And 
Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets, encouraged and strengthened the brothers with many 
words. 33 And after they had spent some time, they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had 
sent them. 35 But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with 
many others also. 
 
Acts 20:17,28 (ESV) 
   Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to him. 28 Pay careful 
attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the 
church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 
 
Phil. 1:1 (ESV) 
   Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the 
overseers and deacons: 
 
James 5:14,15 (ESV) 
   Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will 
raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 
 
Section 2 – Scope of Authority 
 
1 Pet. 5:1-4 (ESV)   

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a 
partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed:  2shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly;  
3not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock.  4And when the chief Shepherd 
appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.   
 
1 Tim. 5:17 (ESV)   

Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching 
and teaching.   
 
1 Thes. 5:12 (ESV)   

We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and admonish 
you,   
 
Heb. 13:7 (ESV)   

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of 
life, and imitate their faith.   
 
Heb. 13:17 (ESV)   

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have 
to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.  
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Acts 20:28 (ESV)   
Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 

care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.   
 

Section 3 - Qualifications 
 

1 Tim. 3:1-7 (ESV)   
The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task.  2Therefore 

an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach, 3not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money.  4He 
must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive,  5for if someone does 
not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's church?  6He must not be a recent 
convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil.  7Moreover, he 
must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.  
 
Titus 1:5-9 (ESV)   

This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and appoint elders in every 
town as I directed you— 6if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are believers 
and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination.  7For an overseer, as God's steward, must be 
above reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain,  8but 
hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined.  9He must hold firm to the 
trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke 
those who contradict it.  
 
Phil. 3:17 (ESV)   

Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in 
us.   
 
1 Tim. 4:12 (ESV)   

Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in 
faith, in purity.   
 
1 Cor. 3:4-5 (ESV)   

For when one says, "I follow Paul," and another, "I follow Apollos," are you not being merely human? 5What 
then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each.   
 
1 Pet. 5:3 (ESV) 
   Not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 
 
Titus 1:9 (ESV)   

He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound 
doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.  
 
1 Tim. 3:1 (ESV)   

The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task.   
 
1 Peter 5:2 (ESV)   

Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as 
God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly;   

 
Section 4 – Duties 
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1 Tim. 3:2 (ESV)   
   Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach,   
 
1 Tim. 5:17 (ESV)   

Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching 
and teaching.   
 
2 Tim. 4:2 (ESV)   

preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete 
patience and teaching.   
 
Titus 1:9 (ESV)   

He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound 
doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.  
 
Titus 2:1 (ESV)   

But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine.   
 
Acts 20:28 (ESV)   

Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 
care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.   
 
Hebrews 13:17 (ESV)   

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have 
to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.  
 
Section 5 – Organization 
  
Titus 1:5 (ESV)  
  This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and appoint elders in every 
town as I directed you— 
 
Acts 14:23 (ESV) 
   And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them 
to the Lord in whom they had believed. 

   
Section 7 – Pre-ordination Process 
 
1 Tim. 5:22 (ESV)  
  Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, nor take part in the sins of others; keep yourself pure. 
 
1 Tim. 1:3-7 (ESV)   

As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus that you may charge certain persons 
not to teach any different doctrine, 4nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which 
promote speculations rather than the stewardship from God that is by faith.  5The aim of our charge is love 
that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.  6Certain persons, by swerving from 
these, have wandered away into vain discussion, 7desiring to be teachers of the law, without understanding 
either what they are saying or the things about which they make confident assertions.  
 
1 Tim. 3:2 (ESV)   

Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach,   
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1 Tim. 4:1-16 (ESV)   
Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to 

deceitful spirits and teachings of demons,  2through the insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared,  
3who forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving by 
those who believe and know the truth.  4For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected 
if it is received with thanksgiving,  5for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer.  

6If you put these things before the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, being trained in the 
words of the faith and of the good doctrine that you have followed.  7Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly 
myths. Rather train yourself for godliness;  8for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in 
every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come.  9The saying is trustworthy 
and deserving of full acceptance.  10For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the 
living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.  

11Command and teach these things.  12Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an 
example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.  13Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading 
of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.  14Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by 
prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on you.  15Practice these things, devote yourself to 
them, so that all may see your progress.  16Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in 
this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers.  
 
1 Tim. 6:1-6 (ESV)   

Let all who are under a yoke as slaves regard their own masters as worthy of all honor, so that the name of 
God and the teaching may not be reviled.  2Those who have believing masters must not be disrespectful on 
the ground that they are brothers; rather they must serve all the better since those who benefit by their good 
service are believers and beloved. 
Teach and urge these things.  3If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness,  4he is puffed up with conceit 
and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels about words, which 
produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions,  5and constant friction among people who are depraved in 
mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain.  6Now there is great gain in 
godliness with contentment,   
 
1 Tim. 6:20-21 (ESV) 
   O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. Avoid the irreverent babble and contradictions of what is 
falsely called “knowledge,” 21 for by professing it some have swerved from the faith.   
 
2 Tim. 1:13-14 (ESV)   

Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus.  14By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you.  
 
2 Tim. 2:1-18 (ESV)   

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, 2and what you have heard from 
me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.  3Share in 
suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  4No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to 
please the one who enlisted him.  5An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules.  6It 
is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops.  7Think over what I say, for the Lord 
will give you understanding in everything. 8Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of 
David, as preached in my gospel,  9for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of 
God is not bound!  10Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the 
salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.  11The saying is trustworthy, for:  If we have died with him, 
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we will also live with him; 12if we endure, we will also reign with him;  if we deny him, he also will deny us; 13if 
we are faithless, he remains faithful— for he cannot deny himself. 14Remind them of these things, and charge 
them before God not to quarrel about words, which does no good, but only ruins the hearers.  15Do your best 
to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the 
word of truth.  16But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and more ungodliness, 17and 
their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18who have swerved from the 
truth, saying that the resurrection has already happened. They are upsetting the faith of some.   
 
2 Tim. 2:23-26 (ESV)   

Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they breed quarrels. 24And the 
Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil,  
25correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge 
of the truth, 26and they may escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.  
 
2 Tim. 3:14- 17 (ESV)   
   But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you 
learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to 
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may 
be complete, equipped for every good work. 
 
2 Tim. 4:1-5 (ESV)   
   I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his 
appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound 

teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 
4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5 As for you, always be sober-
minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
 
Titus 1:9-11 (ESV)   

He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound 
doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.  

10For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the 
circumcision party.  11They must be silenced, since they are upsetting whole families by teaching for 
shameful gain what they ought not to teach.   
 
Titus 2:1 (ESV)   

But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine.   
 
Titus 2:15 (ESV)   

Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregard you.  
 
Section 9 – Financial Support 
 
1 Cor. 9:7-18 (ESV)   

Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Or who 
tends a flock without getting some of the milk?  

8Do I say these things on human authority? Does not the Law say the same?  9For it is written in the Law 
of Moses, "You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain." Is it for oxen that God is concerned?  
10Does he not speak entirely for our sake? It was written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in 
hope and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the crop.  11If we have sown spiritual things among you, is 
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it too much if we reap material things from you?  12If others share this rightful claim on you, do not we even 
more? 
Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the 
way of the gospel of Christ.  13Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their 
food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings?  14In the same way, 
the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel.  

15But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor am I writing these things to secure any such provision. 
For I would rather die than have anyone deprive me of my ground for boasting.  16For if I preach the gospel, 
that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!  
17For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, but not of my own will, I am still entrusted with a 
stewardship.  18What then is my reward? That in my preaching I may present the gospel free of charge, so as 
not to make full use of my right in the gospel.  
 
Galatians 6:6 (ESV)   

One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who teaches.   
 
1 Tim. 5:17-18 (ESV)   

Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching 
and teaching.  18For the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain," and, "The 
laborer deserves his wages."   
 
Section 10 – Termination of the Office of Elder 
 
1 Tim. 5:19-20 (ESV)  
   Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 20 As for those 
who persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear  
 
Section 11 – Elder Accountability 
  
Acts 15:1-35 (ESV) 
  But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised 
according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no small 
dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to 
Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question. 3 So, being sent on their way by the church, 
they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and 
brought great joy to all the brothers. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and 
the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had done with them. 5 But some believers who 
belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to order 
them to keep the law of Moses.” 
6 The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter. 7 And after there had been 
much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice 
among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who 
knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he made no 
distinction between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. 10 Now, therefore, why are you putting 
God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able 
to bear? 11 But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” 
12 And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related what signs and 
wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. 13 After they finished speaking, James replied, 
“Brothers, listen to me. 14 Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people 
for his name. 15 And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written, 
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16 “‘After this I will return, 
and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; 
I will rebuild its ruins, 
     and I will restore it, 
17 that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, 
    and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, 
     says the Lord, who makes these things 18 known from of old.’ 

19 Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God, 20 but should 
write to them to abstain from the things polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has been 
strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient generations Moses has had in every city those who proclaim 
him, for he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues.” 
22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among 
them and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, 
leading men among the brothers, 23 with the following letter: “The brothers, both the apostles and the elders, 
to the brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings. 24 Since we have heard that 
some persons have gone out from us and troubled you with words, unsettling your minds, although we gave 
them no instructions, 25 it has seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to choose men and send them 
to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 27 We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things by word of 
mouth. 28 For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than these 
requirements: 29 that you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has 
been strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.” 
30 So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and having gathered the congregation together, 
they delivered the letter. 31 And when they had read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement. 32 And 
Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets, encouraged and strengthened the brothers with many 
words. 33 And after they had spent some time, they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had 
sent them. 35 But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with 
many others also. 
 
Ecc. 4:9-12 (ESV) 
   Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. 10 For if they fall, one will lift up his 
fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up! 11Again, if two lie 
together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone? 12 And though a man might prevail against one 
who is alone, two will withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken. 
 
1 Pet. 5:2,3 (ESV) 

 Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as 
God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 Not domineering over those in your charge, but 
being examples to the flock.   
 
Heb. 13:17 (ESV) 
   Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have 
to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 
 
1 Pet. 5:5 (ESV) 
   Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward 
one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
 
Prov. 19:11 (ESV) 
  Good sense makes one slow to anger, 
       and it is his glory to overlook an offense. 
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Matt. 18:15-17 (ESV) 
   Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 20 As for those 
who persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear. 21 In the presence of 
God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect angels I charge you to keep these rules without prejudging, doing 
nothing from partiality. 
 
1 Tim.5:19-21 (ESV)  
   Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 20 As for those 
who persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear. 21 In the presence of 
God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect angels I charge you to keep these rules without prejudging, doing 
nothing from partiality. 
 
Acts 6:4 (ESV) 
    But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word. 
 

 
ARTICLE VI – Deacons: 
 
Section 1 – Definition 
 
Phil. 1:1 (ESV) 
   Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the 
overseers and deacons: 
 
1 Tim. 3:8-13 (ESV)   

Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for 
dishonest gain.  9They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.  10And let them also be 
tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless.  11Their wives likewise must 
be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things.  12Let deacons each be the husband of 
one wife, managing their children and their own households well.  13For those who serve well as deacons 
gain a good standing for themselves and also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.  
 

 
Section 2 – Qualifications 
 
1 Tim. 3:8-12 (ESV)   

Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for 
dishonest gain.  9They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.  10And let them also be 
tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless.  11Their wives likewise must 
be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things.  12Let deacons each be the husband of 
one wife, managing their children and their own households well. 
 
Rom. 12:6-7 (ESV)   

Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our 
faith;  7if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching;   
 
Section 3 – Duties 
 
Acts 6:2-3 (ESV) 
   And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up 
preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good 
repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 
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Section 5 – Number 
 
Phil. 1:1 (ESV)   

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the 
overseers and deacons:  
 
Section 6 – Selection 
 
1 Tim. 3:8-12 (ESV)  
   Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for 
dishonest gain. 9 They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 And let them also be 
tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. 11 Their wives likewise must 

be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons each be the husband of 
one wife, managing their children and their own households well. 
 
Rom. 12:6-8 (ESV) 
  Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our 
faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his 
exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of 
mercy, with cheerfulness. 
 
 
ARTICLE VIII – Ministries, Committees/Boards, and Teachers:  
 
1 Tim. 2:12 (ESV)   

I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet.   
 
 
ARTICLE X – Elder Decisions & Congregational Involvement: 
 
1 Pet. 5:1-3 (ESV)   

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a 
partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed:  2shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 
3not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock.   
 
Acts 20:28 (ESV)   

Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 
care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.   
 
Heb. 13:17 (ESV)   
   Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have 
to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.  
 
1 Cor. 6:4-5 (ESV) 

If you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who have no standing in the church?  5 I say this 
to your shame. Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a dispute between the 
brothers,  
 
Matt. 20:26 (ESV) 
   It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 
 
1 Thes. 5:12-13 (ESV)   
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We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and admonish 
you, 13and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves.   
 
1 Cor. 16:14 (ESV)   

Let all that you do be done in love.  
 

Phil. 2:14 (ESV)   
Do all things without grumbling or questioning,   

 
  

ARTICLE XI – Partnership and Association with Other Churches 
 
Acts 15:1-41 (ESV)   

After Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of 
the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question.  3So, 
being sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail 
the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the brothers.  4When they came to Jerusalem, they 
were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had done with 
them.  5But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, "It is necessary to 
circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of Moses."  

6The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter.  7And after there had been 
much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, "Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice 
among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe.  8And God, who 
knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us,  9and he made no 
distinction between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith.  10Now, therefore, why are you putting 
God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able 
to bear?  11But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will."  

12And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related what signs and 
wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles.  13After they finished speaking, James replied, 
"Brothers, listen to me.  14Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people 
for his name.  15And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written, 16" 'After this I will return, 
and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins,  and I will restore it, 17that the remnant 
of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord, who makes 
these things 18known from of old.' 19Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the 
Gentiles who turn to God,  20but should write to them to abstain from the things polluted by idols, and from 
sexual immorality, and from what has been strangled, and from blood.  21For from ancient generations Moses 
has had in every city those who proclaim him, for he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues."  

22Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among 
them and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, 
leading men among the brothers,  23with the following letter: "The brothers, both the apostles and the elders, 
to the brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings.  24Since we have heard 
that some persons have gone out from us and troubled you with words, unsettling your minds, although we 
gave them no instructions,  25it has seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to choose men and send 
them to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,  26men who have risked their lives for the sake of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  27We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things by 
word of mouth.  28For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than 
these requirements:  29that you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from 
what has been strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. 
Farewell."  
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30So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and having gathered the congregation together, 
they delivered the letter.  31And when they had read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement.  32And 
Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets, encouraged and strengthened the brothers with many 
words.  33And after they had spent some time, they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had 
sent them.   

34 35But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many 
others also.  

36And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us return and visit the brothers in every city where we 
proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are."  37Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John 
called Mark.  38But Paul thought best not to take with them one who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia 
and had not gone with them to the work.  39And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated 
from each other. Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus,  40but Paul chose Silas and 
departed, having been commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord.  41And he went through Syria 
and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.  
 
2 Cor. 8:1-24 (ESV)   

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of 
Macedonia,  2for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.  3For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, 
and beyond their means, of their own free will,  4begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief 
of the saints— 5and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will 
of God to us.  6Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act 
of grace.  7But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our 
love for you— see that you excel in this act of grace also.  

8I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine.  
9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, 
so that you by his poverty might become rich.  10And in this matter I give my judgment: this benefits you, who 
a year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire to do it.  11So now finish doing it as well, so that 
your readiness in desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what you have.  12For if the 
readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have.  
13I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness   

14your abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your 
need, that there may be fairness.  15As it is written, "Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and 
whoever gathered little had no lack."  

16But thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same earnest care I have for you.  17For he not 
only accepted our appeal, but being himself very earnest he is going to you of his own accord.  18With him 
we are sending the brother who is famous among all the churches for his preaching of the gospel.  19And not 
only that, but he has been appointed by the churches to travel with us as we carry out this act of grace that is 
being ministered by us, for the glory of the Lord himself and to show our good will.  20We take this course so 
that no one should blame us about this generous gift that is being administered by us,  21for we aim at what 
is honorable not only in the Lord's sight but also in the sight of man.  22And with them we are sending our 
brother whom we have often tested and found earnest in many matters, but who is now more earnest than 
ever because of his great confidence in you.  23As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker for your 
benefit. And as for our brothers, they are messengers of the churches, the glory of Christ.  24So give proof 
before the churches of your love and of our boasting about you to these men.  
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2 Cor. 9:1-15 (ESV)   
Now it is superfluous for me to write to you about the ministry for the saints,  2for I know your readiness, of 

which I boast about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that Achaia has been ready since last year. And 
your zeal has stirred up most of them.  3But I am sending the brothers so that our boasting about you may not 
prove vain in this matter, so that you may be ready, as I said you would be.  4Otherwise, if some 
Macedonians come with me and find that you are not ready, we would be humiliated—to say nothing of you—
for being so confident.  5So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in 
advance for the gift you have promised, so that it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction.  

6The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully.  7Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver.  8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency 
in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.  9As it is written, 
"He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; 

his righteousness endures forever." 
  
10He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 

increase the harvest of your righteousness.  11You will be enriched in every way for all your generosity, which 
through us will produce thanksgiving to God.  12For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs 
of the saints, but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God.  13By their approval of this service, they 
will glorify God because of your submission flowing from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the 
generosity of your contribution for them and for all others,  14while they long for you and pray for you, 
because of the surpassing grace of God upon you.  15Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!  
 
Col. 4:7-17 (ESV)   

Tychicus will tell you all about my activities. He is a beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow servant 
in the Lord.  8I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are and that he may 
encourage your hearts,  9and with him Onesimus, our faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They 
will tell you of everything that has taken place here.  

10Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you have 
received instructions— if he comes to you, welcome him),  11and Jesus who is called Justus. These are the 
only men of the circumcision among my fellow workers for the kingdom of God, and they have been a comfort 
to me.  12Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling on your 
behalf in his prayers, that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God.  13For I bear him 
witness that he has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and in Hierapolis.  14Luke the beloved 
physician greets you, as does Demas. 15Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and 
the church in her house. 16And when this letter has been read among you, have it also read in the church of 
the Laodiceans; and see that you also read the letter from Laodicea.  17And say to Archippus, "See that you 
fulfill the ministry that you have received in the Lord."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


