Catrice Wulf ~ Serving as a nurse in Africa with Mercy Ships.
“Bringing hope and healing to the world’s forgotten poor”
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Conakry, Guinea!
It has been a busy past few months here on the Africa Mercy. I celebrated my
31st birthday in November. December brought with it all of the festivities of the
season (and lots and lots of food).

Cuddling Baby Bilale

Six weeks of plastic surgeries and six weeks of orthopedic surgeries have come
and gone. The wards have been full of children and their parents. So many
children causes a lot of noise and semi-chaos at times, but they also bring with
them massive doses of smiles and laghter.

One of the first patients to be admitted for plastic surgery was
Ibrahima. Ibrahima had been severely burned on his legs. As his legs
had healed, the scar tissue had contracted,
freezing his legs at the knee and keeping his
legs at a 90 degree angle. He couldn’t
straighten them at all, which meant that he
Ibrahima Before Surgery

couldn’t walk. His devoted brother carried him everywhere, piggyback style. Dr.
Tertius operated on him and released the scar tissue that was preventing him from
straightening his legs. Everyone cheered when he stood for the first time after
surgery. He is still going to rehab for physical therapy as he re-learns how to walk,
but his brother no longer needs to carry him.
Standing for the First Time

Another plastics patient who came to us was Gamai. Like Ibrahima, Gamai had
suffered severe burns, but her burns were on both arms. Gamai’s arms had
contracted so badly that her arms were frozen at a 30-45 degree angle. She could
not extend them at all. Dr. Tertius operated on Gamai, releasing the scarring that
was holding her arms prisoner and applying
new skin grafts. Gamai can now extend her
arms. She will be able to attend school and
learn how to write like the other children her
age.

Gamai after surgery

Gamai before surgery

The screening team began their upcountry screenings and found us
several cleft lip and palate patients.

One of those patients was cute baby boy named
Mohammed. Cleft lips are one of the most
“simple” surgeries we do here. Two days after
surgery he and his mother were discharged
home. He will never remember us, or his cleft lip.
He can grow up as a normal little boy, without
fear of ridicule.
Mohammed before surgery

We also cared for a beautiful young woman

Mohammed after surgery
named Mercy. Mercy had a tumor called an
ameloblastoma growing out of her lower jaw. It was slowly filling her
mouth, making it difficult for her to eat. Eventually it was going to
obstruct her airway, and she would either suffocate or starve to death if
the tumor was not removed.
Ameloblastomas are one of the
most common types of tumor
that we remove on the Africa
Mercy before surgery
Mercy. The damaged bone and
tumor are removed, and a titanium plate is used to rebuild the
missing jawbone. After a week or so of antibiotics and tube feeds,
Mercy was well enough to be discharged. She will have to return to
Mercy after surgery
the ship in a few months for a second surgery, but she is no longer in
danger of losing her life. The tumor is gone and she can now eat and breathe normally.

Perhaps the quickest surgeries we do here on the Africa Mercy are our cataract surgeries. The operation to
remove a cataract takes only twenty minutes, and the patient is able to go home only a couple of hours after
surgery! They return the next day to have their bandages removed. The
difference that this simple surgery makes in our patient’s lives is incalculable.
Patients come to us blind, and leave us with
their sight restored. Adama was one of
many whose sight we were able to restore.
The mother of infant twins, Adama had
never even seen her precious children. One
simple surgery changed all of that. She can
now see the children she loves so dearly.
Adama with her twins before surgery.
I could not be here without your continuing prayer and support. Thank you.
I look forward to seeing what the new year brings. Blessings, Catrice

Adama after surgery

"Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: 'Whom shall I send, and who will
go for Us?' Then I said, "Here am I! Send me." Isaiah 6:8

