The Word became flesh and made
his dwelling among us. We have seen
his glory, the glory of the One and
Only, who came from the Father, full
of grace and truth. John 1:14
When God wanted to be absolutely clear in his message to humanity, He didn’t just appeal
to our ears. Through Jesus, the Word of God literally became flesh and “tabernacled”
among us (John 1:14), opening our ears, our eyes, and the rest of our senses to the reality
of God’s love. With this holistic approach to revelation in mind, I wanted Tabernacle’s
sanctuary to be a place where we hear the gospel in words and where we also see the
gospel in symbols. For instance, in Revelation 1:12, John “turned around to see the voice
that was speaking to me.”
I designed the murals and service pieces for the sacraments to symbolize the themes of
Glorification, Creation, Restoration, New Creation, and Mission. C.S. Lewis once explained
that beauty and art have a subversive quality that exposes our “inconsolable secret”—our
longing to be “a real ingredient in the divine happiness” and to be a part of His plan to
restore all things (“The Weight of Glory”). My hope is that this summary of our symbols
will encourage you to see your life story more clearly through the lens of the gospel story.
For centuries God’s people have used stained glass to remind them of this story—we’re
just using stained wood instead! Tabernacle is indebted to Don Bailey, a woodworker in
Afton and a member of our congregation, for translating these symbols into beautiful
murals and service pieces. Go to ennismountain.com to learn more about Don and his
remarkable abilities with wood.
May your worship be enriched not only as you hear the gospel in our songs and sermons,
but also as you see the gospel in the symbols and scriptures that surround you!
His and yours,

Glorification
Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? All nations
will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been
revealed. Revelation 15:4

In the back left corner of Tabernacle’s sanctuary
is a stunning world map. Each continent has been
carefully crafted from an indigenous tree: Aromatic
Cedar from North America, Morado from South
America, Beech from Europe, Zebra Wood from Africa, Che Chen from Asia, and Lacewood from Australia. The varying natural colors and wood grains
create a mosaic that reminds us of the goal of the
gospel, which is
to bring people
from every nation and every
tribe together
before the
throne of God
in worship (Rev
7:9).
A l m o st fo u r
hundred years
a g o, a n a s sembly of wise
saints summarized humanity’s collective
purpose: “Man’s
chief end is to
glorify God and
to enjoy Him
forever” (Westminster Shorter Catechism, 1643). Along with everything else in all creation, we were designed to glorify God. But unique to our human design was our
capacity and responsibility to not only recognize
but to also rejoice in God’s supremacy and beauty
with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength. In
short, we were made to worship God.

The world map has been displayed within the walls
of the sanctuary, the place where we gather for corporate worship, as a reminder that we are not alone
in pursuing this end. Tabernacle Presbyterian exists
as a complementary expression of God’s “one, holy,
catholic, and apostolic church” and as such, we
are connected to the “communion of saints” all
over the earth. We are also connected with those
saints who have
gone before us,
who right now
are gathered
around the
heavenly throne
in glory.
Lastly, the mural reminds us
that the Church
is God’s commissioned community, sent out
into the world
to call all people
into God’s presence to worship
Him. We agree
with John Piper,
“Missions exists
because worship doesn’t.” God loved the world so much that
He sent His Son to live and die and live again so
that we might be delivered from the vanity of serving ourselves and become new creations that are
reoriented to love and serve the Savior. And so we
call our neighbors and the nations to join us as we
sing: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive
power and wealth and wisdom and strength and
honor and glory and praise!” (Rev 5:12).

Creation
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good…Thus the heavens
and the earth were completed in all their vast array. Genesis 1:31–2:1

In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, everything was good. At
the center of Eden’s beauty was the tree of life,
depicted in front left corner of the sanctuary.
The tree is composed of six shapes, representing
each day of creation,
crafted from the same
six wood varieties used
in the world map. On
the seventh day, God
rested from His work
and blessed all that He
had made (Gen 2:1-2).
Like an artist overflowing with pleasure in his
masterpiece, creation
received God’s smile of
satisfaction, His blessing, because all that He
had made was deemed
“very good.”
As a symbol of creation’s perfection and
promise, the tree of life
provided eternal life to
those who ate its fruit.
But there was another
tree, the tree of the
knowledge of good
and evil, the fruit of which brought death to
those who betrayed God’s trust by eating what
He had forbidden. On the saddest day in human history, our first parents, Adam and Eve,
chose betrayal over trust—and all of us have

followed in their faithless footsteps ever since.
When the man and the woman deliberately took
from the forbidden tree, they didn’t just break
God’s law, they broke God’s heart. Along with
everything else, the human-divine relationship
was ruined.
The sin of the first man
(Adam means “man” in
Hebrew) resulted in
a curse—an unbearable one. Shame and
blame, guilt and regret,
sickness and sadness
came with crushing
bitterness, only to
be outdone by the
ultimate sentence of
death. This condition
corrupted God’s good
creation. After banishing our fallen representatives, the way to the
tree of life was shut.
“After he drove the man
out, he placed on the
east side of the Garden
of Eden cherubim and
a flaming sword flashing back and forth to
guard the way to the tree of life” (Gen 3:24).
Adam and Eve could not go back—but before
they trudged eastward into exile, God promised
to one day reverse the curse and restore the
world through a Savior who would come.

Restoration
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse
for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”
He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might
come to the nations… Galatians 3:13–14
The betrayal of the first Adam corrupted every
sinful generation that followed, including our own.
Even though we had turned our back on God, He
continued to love us. God sent His Son to restore
what was ruined. Jesus Christ,
the eternal Son of God, took
on our humanity, our weakness, our sorrow—everything
except our sinfulness. Like a
true rescuer, He came to be
with us in our cursed exile in
order to lead us out of it. He
came to save all who would
repent of their betrayal and
learn to love and trust God
once again.
Jesus saves us through representation and substitution. He became the second
Adam, our new and faithful
representative, who would
completely trust in God and
never betray Him. He fulfilled
for us everything we failed
to do. Jesus also became
our substitute on the Cross,
absorbing the world’s curse
into His perfect soul so that
we can be delivered from
death through His resurrection. Through repentance
and faith, we are forgiven
and become the evidence
and the agents of His plan
to restore the world. The cross in the back right
corner of the sanctuary (formerly displayed in
Tabernacle’s old sanctuary) continually reminds

us of how and why Christ redeemed us.
This redemption is further signified through the
pulpit and the sacraments. Jesus Christ came as
the Word of God to preach
the good news of the coming
kingdom of God. He came
to announce the beginning
of the end to all that brings
wreckage and ruin. His
preaching also declared the
end of the beginning of God’s
plan to restore all things. A
new era was dawning—one in
which the Holy Spirit would
empower God’s people to
each serve as ministers of His
kingdom.
Our baptism marks us as
members of the Church, the
outpost of heaven, who pray
and live so that more of God’s
will might be done on earth
as it is in heaven. As we receive the Lord’s Supper, we
affirm that our life has been
restored through the sacrifice and presence of Jesus.
He came to us in real flesh
and blood to show us that
He was not only saving our
souls, He was also healing the
world. As we commune with
Him and with each other, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes again
to make all things new.

New Creation
And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. No longer
will there be any curse. Revelation 22:2–3

The mural in the front right corner of the sanctuary is a collage of familiar and overlapping
icons, designed to demonstrate the consummate
nature of the new creation, as well as its continuity with all that God has
done throughout the history of redemption. “Then
I saw a new heaven and
a new earth, for the first
heaven and the first earth
had passed away…” (Rev
21:1). God delights to remake the spiritual and
physical world in a way
that purges the old of its
corruption and then goes
on to surpass its original
elegance!
The most prominent feature of this mural are the
three leaves, representing
the tree of life in the new
creation, whose “leaves
are for the healing of the
nations” (Rev 22:2). The
next verse declares simply, “No longer will there
be any curse” (Rev 22:3).
We will spend an eternity
rejoicing in the ramifications of “no more death
or mourning or crying
or pain, for the old order of things has passed
away” (Rev 21:4) as God’s blessings finally and
forever flow without hindrance “far as the curse
is found.”

The leaves themselves are arranged in accord
with the Celtic triquetra, the same ancient symbol displayed on the pulpit to depict the glory of
God’s presence among us. God has promised to
be with us, and that promise gains its greatest and
most complete fulfillment
in the new creation. “Now
the dwelling of God is
with men, and he will live
with them. They will be his
people, and God himself
will be with them and be
their God” (Rev 21:3).
Lastly, the stems of the
leaves suggest the shape
of the cross. This is the
“tree” upon which those
who died were considered
cursed (Gal 3:13). Jesus
endured this curse so that
we might return from exile
and regain access to the
tree of life by faith in Him.
Eternity will not erase the
beautiful and indelible evidence of Christ’s sacrifice
for us, who loved us and
gave Himself for all who
would receive His blessing. In eternity we will sing
a new song to the Lamb
who was slain: “You are worthy to take the scroll
and to open its seals, because you were slain,
and with your blood you purchased men for God
from every tribe and language and people and
nation” (Rev 5:9).

Mission
Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? All nations
will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been
revealed. Revelation 15:4

Each week we conclude our corporate worship
with a commission: “Let us go forth to serve the
world as those who love our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ.” Here’s what that looks like during the rest
of the week…
WE ARE WORSHIPPERS We bow to God in worship
because we believe God is worth it. Our mission to
the world is to affirm
the Lord’s worth with
our mouths and to
demonstrate it with
our lives. “Doxological evangelism” calls
our neighbors and
the nations to “come
and worship before
you, for your righteous acts have been
revealed” (Rev 15:4),
most prominently at
the cross of Christ.
WE ARE CREATORS
We bear God’s image
as we create good
things with the gifts
and talents that He gives us. Painters and poets,
engineers and electricians all reflect the Lord’s
creative ability. So do those who labor well to
create solid friendships, loving marriages, hospitable homes, healthy meals, or good grades to
the glory of God. “So whether you eat or drink
or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God”
(1Cor 10:31).

WE ARE RESTORERS We also bear God’s image
when we enter into the world’s pain in order to
restore everything from broken bones to broken
homes. We work for justice, we feed the hungry,
and we care for orphans. We do all of this and
more as a demonstration of how Jesus came to
lovingly restore all things, especially our broken
relationship with Him. “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved
children and live a
life of love, just as
Christ loved us and
gave himself up for
us…” (Eph 5:1-2a).
WE ARE THE NEW
CREATION Our calling to worship, to
create, and to restore is carried out
personally and corporately. God calls
His people together
in local congregations to offer their
surrounding comphotographs by Kari Burges
munities a template
for what is to come—the new creation. The more
healthy churches there are in a community, the
more it flourishes. As Tabernacle bears more fruit
and continues to multiply locally and globally,
colonies of the kingdom will spread out, filling in
the barren, arid places with well-watered gardens
of the gospel.

If you would like to learn more about our murals or the themes they
represent, go to tab-pres.org or email us at office@tab-pres.org.
We would love to hear from you!
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