
 
WHAT IS A TENEBRAE SERVICE? 

 
Tenebrae is the Latin word for shadows. A Tenebrae service, by using 
different levels of light and shadows, is designed to recreate the 
emotional weight of the final hours of Jesus’ life. As the lights are 
dimmed in the sanctuary we think of the Light of the world dimming 
upon the Cross. As we lose sight of those around us because of the 
darkness, we think of the Son of God’s forsaken status as He hung 
suspended between Heaven and earth, rejected by both. As the last of 
the lights are extinguished, we think of the life of the One who is the 
Life, which was snuffed out for us and for our transgressions.  
 
The Tenebrae service is meant to be a solemn and contemplative time 
of worship.  The service will conclude with a time of darkness and 
silence. Spend that time considering the significance of the cross. In 
this way, the joy of Easter morning can be contrasted with the 
solemnity of Good Friday.   
 
Special thanks tonight to our worship team and readers, and also to 
those hosting our Mediterranean reception. 
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You are invited to join us downstairs  immediately 
following the service for a Mediterranean reception. 



 
April 15, 2022 

 
Please silence all electronic devices.  

 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS | Essen Daley 
 
PRELUDE | Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  
           
CALL TO WORSHIP | John 1:1-14 
 
Reader 1: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
  God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
 God. All things were made through him, and without him 
 was not any thing made that was made. 
Reader 2: In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light 
 shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
 it….The true light, which gives light to everyone, was 
 coming into the world. 
Reader 1: He was in the world, and the world was made through 
 him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, 
 and his own did not receive him. 
Reader 2: But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
 gave the right to become children of God, who were born, 
 not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
 man,  but of God. 
People:  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
 have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
 Father, full of  grace and truth.  
 
INVOCATION | Kyle Kockler 
 
Father of mercies, we confess that we have sinned against you. 
By your Holy Spirit, come and work repentance into our hearts. 
Help us to see you as you are: with outstretched arms, a loving 
heart,  and power to save.  
 
Help us to see Jesus, the friend of sinners, and to follow him more 
faithfully. As we have received him, so strengthen us to walk in 
him, depend on him, commune with him, and be conformed to 
him. Amen. 
 
JESUS IN GETHSEMANE | Mark 14:32-50  
 
 
 
 

HYMN | Abide with Me  
 
JESUS BROUGHT BEFORE THE SANHEDRIN | Mark 14:53-65 
 
HYMN | Who Is This? 
 
DENIED BY PETER; TRIED BEFORE PILATE | Mark 14:66-15:5  
 
HYMN | What Wondrous Love Is This 
 
THE MOB | Matthew 27:15-26  
 
Reader:  Which of the two do you want me to release to you? 
People:   Barabbas! 
Reader:  What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ? 
People:   Crucify him! 
Reader:  Why?  What crime has he committed? 
People:   Crucify him!  
 
HYMNS | What He to Be Our Brother Gave 
 
THE FIRST WORD FROM THE CROSS | Luke 23:32-34  
 
THE SECOND WORD FROM THE CROSS | Luke 23:39-43  
 
HYMN | When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 
THE THIRD WORD FROM THE CROSS | John 19:25-27  
 
THE FOURTH WORD FROM THE CROSS | Mark 15:33-34  
 
HYMN | Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted  
 
THE FIFTH AND SIXTH WORDS FROM THE CROSS | John 19:28-30  
 
HYMN | He Is Given 
 
THE LAST WORD FROM THE CROSS | Luke 23:44-46  
 
HYMN | The Power of the Cross 
 
DISMISSAL | Isaiah 53:4-6 
 
SILENCE AND DARKNESS 
 
 


