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A Word For the Church 
Pastor Mark Reid 
 

Letting you leaves Fall 
 

Little yellow leaves from the front yard tree dance across the porch and driveway. As their 
bright green color fades, it seems they fall almost as quickly as they change. I love summer 
affectionately and part of me longs to whisper to the tree “Hold on a little longer. Come on; 
you got this. Think green!” But graciously the tree listens to its Maker rather than my foolish 
whispers. In order to flourish in the new season, the tree must let go of its decayed leaves. 
They have performed well for the term, but their time has drawn to a close. 
 

Autumn is a wonderful time to observe nature. As I watch the swirling leaves stirred by the 
wind, I am reminded that they display an important lesson for all of us to follow suit in a way. 
Just as the trees don’t stubbornly hold on to their dead leaves, so we shouldn’t hold on to any 
unnecessary weight in our lives. When we long to enter a new season, the old can easily in-
hibit the new if we allow it. God’s Word reminds us to: 
 

Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of mal-
ice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you. Ephesians 4:31,32 (NIV) 
 

To get rid of negativity in our lives, we must first identify it. How can we do this? 
 

» By reading God’s Word. 
 

» By allowing His Spirit to show us the necessary heart changes we need. 
 

» By being willing to shun practices such as bitterness and anger. 
 

» By asking God to help us let go of the guilt from the past. 
 

Oh how the Lord longs to empower and strengthen us for the new season ahead! If we’re not 
sure of the issues detaining a kind and compassionate spirit, He will show us when we ask. 
And if guilt from the past is preventing this beautiful new season, we have His promises like 
this one to remember: 
 

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it 
springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the 
wasteland. Isaiah 43:18,19 (NIV) 
 

What are you holding on to that is preventing a freshness to the season ahead? Could it be that 
the decayed leaves are piling up and your heart needs to discard them for good? If so, why not 
reach out to the Lord in prayer? He longs to hear from you. Ask Him to shine light on any 
thoughts, circumstances, habits or other “decayed leaves” you might be clinging to. As you 
watch the leaves fall this season, our prayer is that you are reminded to let go of anything that 
would hinder a fresh relationship with God. 



Chalice News Page 2 | September2019 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
Mary Ann, Secretary  
At our meeting on Sept. 10, eleven ladies attended. After sharing prayer praises and concerns, Kristy 
offered our opening prayer. Our devotion, “Our Needs,” was given by Peggy. The scripture used was 
Phil. 4:19. It was about how God meets our needs. 
 

Thank you cards were read. Several all-occasion cards were signed to have on hand to be mailed as needed. CWF t-
shirts were discussed. Kristy will check on the price, etc. and report at our next meeting. 
 

We will continue feeding a church family as long as needed. We discussed the sock hop. It has been rescheduled for 
Sept. 27 at 6:30 pm until and will be held in the CLC. Our DJ will be Brian Carey. The tickets are $8 which covers our 
meal also. This will be a night for fun, food and great fellowship. We also planned the 
menu for the craft show on Oct. 12. It will be hot dogs, rolls, chili, canned drinks bottled water and condiments. Both 
kitchens will be serving. 
 

For the month, we are giving $300 to Samaritan’s Shoebox for needed items and/or postage. These are our service pro-
jects. For our service project to RCOM, we are requesting small bottles of mustard and ketchup. Again, we are asking 
the congregation to participate if they would like to. 
 

The treasurer’s report was given. Also, we were given the Christmas box balance.   
 

Delicious refreshments were provided by Ann Jones. For general information, our next meeting is Oct 8 with Brenda 
Whitaker as our hostess. We welcome new members. 
 

We closed with prayer. 

Christian Men’s Fellowship 
Dennis Jones, Reporter 
 

The CMF held its regular monthly gathering on Monday, September 3, with eight men present.  President Tom Barbee 
opened the meeting with prayer.  Steve Rogers reported that since he has returned from his deployment in California, 
he will make arrangement with one of our church members regarding the installation of her storm door.  Steve also 
asked for assistance with removing the church-purchased furniture at interim minister Keith Mackey’s apartment in 
Jacksonville, since the Mackey family has completed their interim ministry for FCC.  Our thoughts and prayers were 
extended to the Mackey family for their months of service and also for Rev. Mackey’s ailing father in Kansas.  Members 
were asked to communicate any future needs which may arise within the church family and community with the ap-
proach of Hurricane Dorian.  [Thank God for his protection of us all during the storm]. 
 

Duwayne Divens shared a devotion regarding the USAF F-16 jet fighter with its highly sophisticated technology, reach-
ing a speed of 1600 mph within 60 seconds.  Yet, regardless of it great technology, it is worthless and can easily be out 
of control without a trained pilot.  Likewise, human beings need a pilot to steer each one through the daily challenges 
of life.  As Christians, we have the greatest Pilot available through our LORD and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

Our gathering concluded with sharing prayer concerns and giving thanks for the delicious strawberries, angel food cake 
and topping, provided by Steve Rogers.  The next monthly CMF gathering will be on Monday, October 7 at 7 p.m. in the 
fellowship hall.  Ray Randall will provide the devotion and Bob Woodard promises some delicious refreshments. 
 

On Saturday, September 21, thirteen men gathered at Angie’s Restaurant in Jacksonville to celebrate with our 
“Birthday Boy” Roy Metts.  Other men and male youth alike within the church with September birthdays included:  Da-
kota Byrne, Bert Hall, Will Holley, Kurt Jones, Jr., Joshua Adkins, Roger Burgin, Jeff Britt, Aedan Byrne and Ashley 
Brown. Happy Birthday, Gentlemen!!  Our October Birthday Breakfast is scheduled for Saturday, October 19 at 7:15 
a.m. at Angie’s.   All men of the church are encouraged to attend!! 
 

All members/attendees of FCC are reminded to save the following dates for upcoming events:  Sunday, November 17 – 
CMF Soup & Sandwich Lunch & Monday, December 2 – Annual Christmas Party, hosted by the CWF and CMF.  Funds 
raised from the Soup and Sandwich Lunch support the CMF Scholarship Fund and other CMF projects. 
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Donate Your Christmas Cards 
 

If you would like to donate the front of 
any Christmas cards received this year; 
our Shoebox ministry can use them for 
special messages next year! You can bring them to Church 
office or give to Brenda Huffman. Thank you. 

Property Maintenance Volunteers 
Needed 

We are in need of a few 
more things to be done 
around the church. If you 
are interested in helping 
with one or more of the 
following tasks, please 
call the church office and 
let Mallorie know.  

 Need to change out barn door (Used one is fine) 
 Pressure wash the steeple.  
 Install outdoor light on barn 

Choir Rehearsal  
 

Choir Rehearsal is every 
Wednesday night at 7:30 p.m. If 
you are interested in making a 
joyful noise with us, please come 
attend our rehearsal. Help us lift our voices to praise 
the Lord. We are hoping to grow our choir, to see some 
new faces, and hear new voices. 

Donations Needed for "Children Healthy 
Eating on Weekends" 

 

We continue to collect instant oatmeal, 
grits, and pop tarts for CHEW. The kids 
served are in the Richlands School Dis-
trict. A big thank you to all who have do-
nated and continue to donate through 

May 2020. 

Youth Committee News 
Vicki Paul, Committee Chair 
 

Greetings from the youth committee! 
Now that back to school activities are in full swing, so are we! Thanks for donations from so many of you, 
our youth and children are enjoying a fresh look to their classrooms… out with the old, in with the new! 
 

As we move forward this month, watch for announcements for an additional time for our youth to fellow-
ship and worship on Sunday nights—stay tuned. 
 

On October 27, the youth are planning our second Progressive Supper, but we need YOUR HELP. We are ask-
ing families to sign up to host our youth group in their homes for designated courses of a meal. For example, 
we will visit one home for soup/salad/appetizer then a main course etc. This gives our church family an op-
portunity to meet our youth and share their faith by offering a short devotion with the group. Both sides 
win, I guarantee it!!! Please watch for announcements on Sunday and a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. 
We are always looking for volunteers in our ministry, just contact Vicki Paul or the church office. We all have 
so much to give. 
 

As always, thank you for all of the ways you support our youth! 
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Serving in October 
 

Audio/Video—8:30 Worship 
October 6-Will Holley, Ralph Murphy 
October 13-Tom Barbee 
October 20-Ben Black 
October 27-Will Holley, Ralph Murphy 
 

Audio/Video—11:00 Worship 
Ken Brown, Cindy Lunceford     
 

Communion Set Up & Pick Up—8:30 Worship   
October  6–  
October 13–  
October 20–  
October 27–  
 

Communion Set & Pick Up—11:00 Worship 
October  6- 
October 13- 
October 20- 
October 27- 
 

Diaconate 
October  6– Roy Metts, Kristy Cottle, Marshall Byrne, 
Devan Murphy 
October 13– Ralph Murphy, Donald Morton, Jonathan 
Adkins, Jodi Paul 
October 20– Edward Williams, Mike Bennetch, Colton 
Metts, Felicity Markl 
October 27– John Anderson, Richard Quirk, Jessica Kil-
lough 
 

Elders Serving at the Lord’s Table 
October  6– Vicki Paul, Mac Tucker 
October 13– April Jones, Ray Randall 
October 20– Ben Black, Kim Metts 
October 27– Vicki Paul, Mac Tucker 
 

Serving at the Heritage 
October  6– April Jones 
October 13– Ray Randall 
October 20– Kim Metts 
October 27– Ben Black  
 

Greeters—8:30 Worship 
October  6- 
October 13- 
October 20- 
October 27- 

 

Greeters—11:00  Worship 
October  6- 
October 13- 
October 20- 
October 27- 
 

Nursery 
October  6– Jennifer Murphy, Juli Paul 
October 13– Randall Jones, Shannon Jones 
October 20– Elyse Byrne, Lexi Byrne 
October 27– Kristy Cottle, Terry Jarman 
 

Worship & Wonder 
 

October  6– April Jones, Lexi Byrne, Bailey Brown/Mia 
Reid 
October 13– Vicki Paul, Juli Paul, Jodi Paul 
October 20– Juli Paul, Jessica Honeycutt Felicity Markl 
October 27– Beverly Black , Maddie Reid, Jessica Kil-
lough 
 
Organist—11:00 Worship: Janet Bryan 

Pianist—8:30 Worship: Kim McGowan, Kay Payne 

Pianist—11:00 Worship: Kay Payne 
 

 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2– Norma Meadows 

5– Vicki Paul 

9– Nathan Sunday 

10– James Whaley 

11– Cindy Lunceford, Greg 
Sanders 

13– Mitch Gabe 

14– Amanda Anderson, Tom 
Barbee, Steve Rogers 

15– Richard Barbee 

16– Mark Sunday 

18– Janice Jedrey 

19– Kevin Wilson 

20– Linda Byrd 
 

25– Meghan Bradley, Stepha-
nie Huffman, James Rowe 

26– Gabrielle McGowan 

27– Tim Adkins 

28– Paul Wells 

30– Jennifer Fletcher, Damon 
Meadows, Tracey Whaley 

31– Tony Bostic, Halan Byrdy 

 
If your birthday is not listed, 
please contact the Church office 
so we can update our files. 
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