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A Word For the Church 
 

Pastor Mark Reid 

“New Season” 

A thought by Pastor Mark 

Autumn is a wonderful time to observe nature. As I watch the swirling leaves stirred 

by the wind, I am reminded that they display an important lesson for all of us to fol-

low suit in a way. Just as the trees don’t stubbornly hold on to their dead leaves, so 

we shouldn’t hold on to any unnecessary weight in our lives. When we long to enter 

a new season, the old can easily inhibit the new if we allow it. God’s Word reminds 

us to: 

Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form 

of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in 

Christ God forgave you. Ephesians 4:31,32 (NIV) 

To get rid of negativity in our lives, we must first identify it. How can we do this? 

» By reading God’s Word. 

» By allowing His Spirit to show us the necessary heart changes we need. 

» By being willing to shun practices such as bitterness and anger. 

» By asking God to help us let go of the guilt from the past. 

Oh, how the Lord longs to empower and strengthen us for the new season ahead! If 

we’re not sure of the issues detaining a kind and compassionate spirit, He will show 

us when we ask. And if guilt from the past is preventing this beautiful new season, 

we have His promises like this one to remember: 

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing!  

Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and 

streams in the wasteland. Isaiah 43:18,19 (NIV) 

What are you holding on to that is preventing a freshness to the season ahead? Could 

it be that the decayed leaves are piling up and your heart needs to discard them for 
good? If so, why not reach out to the Lord in prayer? He longs to hear from you. Ask 
Him to shine light on any thoughts, circumstances, habits or other “decayed leaves” 

you might be clinging to. As you watch the leaves fall this season, our prayer is that 
you are reminded to let go of anything that would hinder a fresh relationship with 
God. 



Donations Needed for "Children Healthy Eating on Weekends" 
As an update for the month of September, CHEW bags were only packed on the 1st and 3rd Friday. 

Starting on October 4th, we will go back to each Friday. The numbers have been less than 100. 

We stopped packing in March, after preparing approximately 500 bags for balance for the 2019-2020 

school year, because there was an excess of breakfast items that needs to be used before going out of date. The 

social worker delivered these bags to the students, but there is still an excess amount. We need to get these 

bags used before we can start collecting again. We will keep you informed when donations will be needed for 

2020-2021, as there is not a lot of space to store everything.  

 Thanking all of you for your support. If you have any questions, please call Shirley 
Woodard at (910) 330-3847. 
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Richlands Community Outreach Update 

The ministry would like to thank any volunteers that gave up a few hours 
to help catch up on the warehouses that became overwhelmed a couple of months ago. They 

were overwhelmed with cleaning out the warehouse of backlogged items. The Ministry is still 
in need of volunteers that can give them a few hours on a day to day basis. All you do is pick 
what day, or days, that is convenient for you. If you can spare a few hours weekly, or whenev-
er, drop by the ministry to pick up a volunteer application. The new hours are 9:00 AM until 
1:00 PM on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. If you have any ques-

tions, you can call Shirley Woodard at (910) 330-3847 or the Ministry at (910) 324-6586. 

Samaritan Shoebox 

PACKING PARTY 

Due to Covid 19 the packing party for Samaritan Shoebox will be a little different this year. 
We will be limited to how many people can gather at one time.  Therefore, anyone planning to help pack the shoeboxes 
must contact me first with the count of participants in their family.  Any children under age 14, wanting to participant, 
must be accompanied by a parent/adult.  The children will be required to stay with the parent/adult at all times during 
the packing party, including the assembly line to pack the shoeboxes.    
All participants will be required to ware a face mask, at all times.  Your temperature will be checked before you can 
enter the CLC building to participant in the packing party. 
The packing party is scheduled for Sat. Nov. 7th.  Packing the shoeboxes may take longer than normal due to social 
distancing.  If we have more than 25 volunteers, we will schedule more than one packing party on Sat.  So, it is very 
important that you contact me to let me know if you are planning to help us on that date so I know how to plan for that 
day.  Please contact me by Oct. 18th if you plan to help  
You may text me or leave a message on my phone if I am not available to take your call.  I do not answer my phone 
during work hours.  If you need to discuss your plans with me please call after 5:00 M-F, or most any time over the 
weekend. My cell phone number is 910-330-1292. Brenda Huffman 
 
ITEMS WE ARE STILL IN NEED OF TO COMPLETE THE BOXES 
Stuffed Animals (5 inches or less)      
Balls (small) 
Colored Pencils 
Pens 
Travel Size Tissues 
Small Toys- (no cars, warlike items, soldiers, or guns)  
 



 Greetings in the precious name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.  We 

pray that God’s love, grace and mercy will be with you, no matter what 

your situation may be.  Great is His faithfulness. 

The STARS Committee has been active with delivering “goodie bags” 

thru the pandemic.  Thank you to all that have helped pack the bags and 

with the deliveries.   

We are excited to announce that we are starting something new in Octo-

ber.  Watch, look and listen for details. 

We want to extend Birthday wishes to the following STARS who have a 

birthday in October: Cindy Lunceford (11th); Tom Barbee (14th); Margie 

Hintze (17th); Billy Murphy (22nd); Linda Byrd (24th); Earla Forrester 

(24th); Tim Adkins (27th); Tony Bostic (31st); and Victoria Young (31st).  

Happy Birthday Folks!   

We ask that you reach out to Pastor Mark or any of the following Stars 
Committee members: Terry Jarman, Kristy Cottle, Mike Gurganus, Vicki 
Paul or Brenda Pike if we can be of assistance.   
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   Our ladies met 9-8-20 in the fellowship hall and followed social distancing, 

etc. guidelines.  We shared prayer praises and concerns.  Our devotion, “A Will-

ing Heart” was given by Kristy.   We are to serve God joyfully and willingly and 

not for our own recognition, but for the glory of God.  The  scriptures were tak-

en from Exodus 25: 1 & 2 and also from II Corinthians 9:7.  Prayer followed. If 

anyone would like to order a CWF t-shirt, please let Kristy know.   Thanks to all 

who prepared a meal for our church family in August.   They are deeply grateful.  

We will begin feeding the residents in the Jacksonville Homeless Shelter as soon 

as it is permissible due to COVID.  We will be recognizing Pastor Mark and 

Mekella and Kay Payne in the near future for the Week of the Ministry. A date 

will be forthcoming.  The craft show has been cancelled for this year.  We plan 

to schedule one in 2021 as soon as it is feasible. We are always blessed as we 

continue our service projects.  We gave $150 to Richlands Heritage to purchase 

school supplies.  We are also gave  a monetary gift to a family whose wife re-

cently had surgery and then was involved in a car accident.  RCOM is still doing 

well at this time with food, etc.  CHEW is using all the oatmeal, grits and pop 

tarts on hand before the expiration date.  We will be giving these breakfast items 

when they are requested from us.  We have begun another outreach ministry.  

We will be donating health and beauty aids to The Heritage, Cox Avenue, Rich-

lands, NC.   These are much needed. Our treasurer gave an updated finan-

cial report.  We were also given a report on our Christmas box. We en-

joyed delicious refreshments.  We closed our meeting with  prayer. Our 

next meeting is scheduled for October 13th.  Anne Nelson will be the 

hostess.   We invite all ladies to join us.  It is for all FCC ladies. 

Sincerely,  

Mary Ann Metts, Secretary 
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Fel lowshipOne Go is our new Church Database that 
a l lows First Christian Church to identify i ts members, 

keep attendance, communication between the 
church and i ts members in a  more efficient way, a  
Giving application that is safe & secure on-line and 

text giving, and provides the Pastor with the 
information to keep up with a  growing church body. 
Fel lowshipOne is an App that you can download to 

your smart phone that has a ll of those features 
available in one space.  Go to your app store and   

download Church by MinistryOne App.  You will be 

able to contact the church, Give your Tithe, send 
prayer request, Check-in for services or see your 

individual profile or family unit. 

We welcome  your feedback 

and ask for patience as we 

transition  our records. Please 

contact the church office if you 

need more information.   

STOP TITHELY ! 
Our Giving Application is now with 

MinistryOne so if you have automatic 

deductions or have been giving thru this 

application, we will close this account by 

October 1st, 2020.
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We are improving our security for the Church buildings. 
We have  been in our “new” facility for 15 years and 
people still have access to our buildings from years past. 
We have had various acts of theft/vandalism, doors are 
continually being left open daily, strangers are walking in 
on s taff and we feel the need to s trength our security. Our 
General Board voted to change out our current key 
system and allow for access to each building by access 
codes or fobs. Everyone that serves the church will have 

access to the facilities. The access codes will also allow us 
to i s sue a  temporary access code to renters, Scouts, Civic 
organizations that use our facilities. Cameras will be 
installed to monitor the outside doors  and parking lots at 
a l l times–even during church services.  The lock company 
has  been at work but still has a  ways to go for completion.  
Hopefully, as we move towards more activities in the 
church facilities, we will be more secure in our services 
and access to the buildings. 

Cindy Lunceford, Chairman of the Board
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2-Edwin Jackson 

5-Vicki Paul 

11-Cindy Lunceford 

14-Tom Barbee, Steve 
Rogers 

17-Margie Hintze 

19-Waylon Flemming, 
Adalyn Bennetch 

22– Billy Murphy 

24-Pastor Mark Reid, 
Earla Forrester, Linda 
Byrd 

25-Stephanie Williams 

27-Tim Adkins 

30-Tracey Whaley 

31-Victoria Young, Tony 
Bostic 
 
If your birthday is not listed, 
please contact the Church office 
so we can update our files. 
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